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A survey is required for all demolition projects and most development projects.  The survey 
must be prepared, stamped, and signed by a state licensed land surveyor/civil engineer, 
and must be dated within 12 months prior to the date of the demolition permit application.  If 
the survey has been prepared more than 12 months prior to the application date, it may be 
accepted if the surveyor/civil engineer provides a written statement on the survey verifying 
that the site has been reinspected within the last 12 months, and recertifying that the 
information provided on the survey is still accurate.  The purpose of the survey is to 
document existing grade conditions, for a determination of the maximum permitted building 
height of future structures (MBMC Sections 10.12.030 (H) and 10.60.050), the location of 
existing structures and easements, and existing front yard, streetside yard and public right-
of-way trees.  In addition to the survey, photographs may be required showing existing 
conditions.   
 

THE SURVEY SHALL CLEARLY SHOW THE FOLLOWING: 
(Additional information may be required) 
 
1. Footprint of all existing building(s), and location, type, dimensions and easement 

holder of all existing easements, or state on survey that there are no easements on 
the site. 

 
2. Location of all existing walls, fences, power poles, structures, trees, etc..   
 
3. Location of all existing public right-of-way improvements; walls, fences, landscaping, 

utilities, meters, power poles, light standards, structures etc. 
 
3. Elevations of precise property line corners (all), to the nearest hundredth of a foot, 

plus; 
 a) Property corner monuments information (if none exist surveyor is required to 

place monuments in accordance with the professional land surveyors act). 
 b) Detail of any retaining walls, fences, and other structures within 5 feet of a 

property corner and related grade spot elevations. 
 
4. Spot elevations of abutting adjacent private property grade, within 5 feet of the site 

shown at intervals of every 15 feet, including locations at the front and rear property 
corners. 

 
5. Spot elevations of adjacent curb (use street pavement, if no curb is existing). 
 
6. Show one of the following: 
 a) Spot elevations of existing grade at 10 foot intervals around the perimeter of 

the existing building(s) and around the perimeter of the lot, or 
 

  



 b) Land contours at 5-foot intervals on the lot. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL SURVEY REQUIREMENTS FOR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES IN AREA 

DISTRICTS I AND II, GENERALLY EAST OF VALLEY, BLANCHE AND BELL: 
 

1. Location (actual trunk location and diameter shown to scale), size (trunk diameter at 
4’-6” above the ground, add up all the trunks for multi-trunk trees, and extent of 
actual tree canopy), species (botanical and common name), and drip line (farthest 
extent of the canopy of the leaves of the trees) for all trees in the front yard, which is 
the first 20 feet behind the front property line, the streetside yard on corner lots 
(which is 10% of the lot width, 3’ minimum and 5’ maximum), the adjacent public 
right-of-way, and on adjacent private and public property within 10 feet of the front 
and streetside yards of the subject property. Provide photographs of all front yard, 
streetside yard, public right-of-way and adjacent property trees. Provide overall views 
of the front of the lot and adjacent properties from the street so all of the entire 
tree(s) is visible, as well as close up photos of all trees. 

 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES IN AREA DISTRICTS 

I AND II, GENERALLY EAST OF VALLEY, BLANCHE AND BELL. REQUIREMENTS TO 

BE SUBMITTED WITH THE DEMOLITION PERMIT: 

 
1. Submit a Tree Permit Application if any protected trees in the front or street side yard 

are proposed to be removed. 
 
2. Submit a Tree Permit Application (no fee) with a Tree Protection Plan (shown on the 

survey) for trees to remain in the front yard.  Show the type and location of the portable 
temporary fencing surrounding the protected tree(s) and any trees in the adjacent public 
right-of-way, extending as close to the drip line(s) as feasible.  Provide signage on the 
temporary fencing as provided by the City indicated that the tree(s) is/are protected and 
no storage or other disturbance is allowed within the fenced area. 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING SURVEY REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE 

CALL (310) 802-5503. 
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