CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION
MANHATTAN BEACH EAST SIDE WALKING TOUR

A guided East Side walking tour highlighting City-commissioned artworks,
neighborhood landmarks, and the public art that shapes Manhattan Beach’s
community identity.

1. A Dragon’s Tale — Rick Randall and Jaydon Sterling
Location: Manhattan Beach Art Center, in front of MBAC

Description: Created in 2018 by Rick Randall and Jaydon Sterling, this plasma-cut
steel sculpture features a gold ribbon and bright purple dragon tails that spin in the
wind, reflecting the artists’ whimsical kinetic style. The classic opening line of
fairytales “A long time ago, in a faraway land”, is printed on the ribbon.

2. Blooms of Manhattan Beach — Emily Tanaka
Location: Manhattan Beach Art Center

Description: Emily Tanaka’s vibrant mixed-media work combines acrylics, aerosols,
and digital techniques to create visual stories inspired by local flora, fauna, color,
and geometric form. Her business, Have to Create, isn’t just a name, it’s a mantra.
For Emily, being creative is as essential as that first cop of coffee. From
commissioned murals to original artworks, her pieces tell visual stories infused with
impactful color, local flora, fauna and a sprinkle of geometry. Fun fact the local flora
in this mural includes native flowers to California including: the California Poppy
(State Flower) Bird of Paradise (Los Angeles County Flower) California Hibiscus
(native flower), Primrose (MB official native flower) and Camillia (MB official historic
flower and shrub)

Additional fun facts:

History of the MB official flowers-

The City Council voted to keep the beach primrose as the “official Native wildflower”
while the camellia would be designated the “ official historic flower and shrub” of
Manhattan Beach. The move to give the camellia official city status took shape in
the wake of new awareness about the history of the camellia in Manhattan Beach.
Camellia grower and horticultural pioneer, Francis M. Uyematsu was a successful
Japanese businessman and nursery owner who grew prized camellias and cherry

trees on a 120-acre property in Manhattan Beach. During WWII, the Uyematsu



family was forced to relocate to the Manzanar detention center, and Uyematsu had
to sell off most of his land to sustain his business. After the war, with his business
far below pre-war levels, Uyematsu sold the last 40 acres of his Manhattan Beach
property to the Redondo Union Hight School District (which at the time also
included Manhattan Beach) for what became Mira Costa High School. Mira Costa
has since recognized the history of the land with a plaque dedicated to Uyematsu
and his family. Throughout the years in Manhattan Beach, the camellia has long
been a popular flower and shrub. In fact, the camellia had been the official flower of
Manhattan Beach from 1959 until 2011. Butin 2011, at the urging of the Manhattan
Beach Botanical Garden, the city changed its official flower to the beach primrose
because it is a native flower known for its drought tolerance and uniqueness to the
beach. A dozen years later, considering the new recognition of the history of the
camellia in Manhattan Beach, the Manhattan Beach Botanical Garden
recommended the dual designation (keeping the beach primrose as the “official
native wildflower”, and designating the camellia as the “official historic flower and
shrub” of Manhattan Beach

. Curbu Frieze — John Van Hamersveld

Location: Manhattan Beach Art Center

Description: John Van Hamersveld’s geometric frieze was first designed digitally,
translated to vinyl, and later hand-painted from the artist’s original drawing for a
more permanent installation; its forms echo the architecture of the Manhattan
Beach Art Center and reflect the artist’s South Bay graphic design legacy. The artist’s
signature is in read at the south side of the building.
Van Hamersveld is an American graphic artist, designer, and illustrator who grew up
in and was influenced by the South Bay and California beach culture. He began his
professional career as the art director of the surfing magazine, Surf lllustrated. By
the mid-1960’s, his groundbreaking promotional poster for the cult surf film, The
Endless Summer, gained international recognition and praise
In the late 1960’s, he became the art director at Capitol Records, where he went on
to design over 300 album covers including, Magical Mystery Tour by the Beatles,
Exile on Main Street, by the Rolling Stones, Hotter than Hell, by Kiss, and more. More
recently the designer has seen his images realized on a massive scale via 12 million
LEDs at the Fremont Street Experience in Las Vegas
e Directions: Walk west, cross at N. Peck Avenue to the south side, continue
toward the park, and turn right at the entrance near the Botanical Garden; if the
hillis too steep, continue east and use the Redondo Avenue crosswalk to meet
at the gazebo.



Our first covered utility box of the day is across the street on the N/W corner of
Manhattan Beach Blvd. The Utility Box Beautification Program is a public art
program designed to transform common traffic control utility boxes into distinctive
pieces of art. The program highlights local artists and their artwork and works as a
deterrent to graffiti.

Egrets Take Flight — Margaret Lazzari and Lauren Evans

Location: N. Peck Avenue at the park entrance

Description: This 2015 sculpture by local artists Margaret Lazzari and Lauren Evans
was on display at the downtown Civic Plaza for several years. Margaret donated it to
the Manhattan Beach Botanical Garden. It depicts three great egrets rising from
reeds, with representational painting on one side and abstract iridescent patterns
on the other to suggest movement, water, growth, and light. It serves as a figurative
signpost directing visitors entering from Peck Ave. to the garden’s entrance as well
as the pond in Polliwog Park where egrets really do take flight.

e Directions: Proceed east, turn right as the path curves, and continue south.

Optional stop: On your own time, visit the Braille Trail on the north side of Polliwog
Pond, donated by Lion Jim and Dee Forgette, which highlights the history of the area.

. Story Walk

Description: Story Walk is a collaboration among Eagle Scout Henry Johnson, the
Library Commission, and the Manhattan Beach Library that encourages children to
read by presenting picture books along the path. The book highlighted on the path
changes on a regular basis

e Directions: Follow the Story Walk path to the end, then walk east.

Optional utility box stop — Note the Frog themed artwork by Greg Gould on MB blvd

. Community Rainbow Gazebo — Kate Tatsumi

Location: Polliwog Park

Description: Designed and led by artist Kate Tatsumi, this rainbow gazebo
complements the downtown rainbow crosswalk and celebrates the City's inclusive
community spirit through a collaborative painting process with volunteers and
children. This rainbow gazebo was created in conjunction with the rainbow
crosswalk downtown MB to celebrate our city's inclusion and diversity culture.

e Directions: Turn to look north



7. Circles—C.J. Rench
Location: Polliwog Park

Description: In Circles, sculptor C. J. Rench invites interaction through a colorful
large-scale metal form whose wood-clad interior offers visitors a place to sit and
take in Polliwog Park. He is a professional sculptor specializing in large-scale
abstract designs and fabricating unique works of art, which reflect the values and
artistic vision of his customer. He began designing metal sculpture full-time in 2004,
and since then has installed over 30 large-scale public works throughout the US.
Specializing in metal sculpture, all the colorful pieces are hand painted with
industrial marine epoxy and fabricated from mild steel, stainless steel or aluminum
for durability and timeless quality.
Optional view: From this area, visitors can note the Marine Avenue Park mural and
memorial farther north for a separate visit.
e Directions: Take the path to the front of the Little Red House

8. The Little Red House

Location: Polliwog Park

Description: Also known as the Beach Cottage Museum, this 1905 board-and-
batten home was originally located at 205 15™ Street, moved to Polliwog Park in
1986, and now serves as the official museum of the Manhattan Beach Historical
Society. Note the 1915 old stone Jessie Bell Smith drinking fountain erected by the
Women and Children of Manhattan Beach. Jessie was the founder of the Neptunian
Woman’s Club in 1909. The 10 original women who founded the club also were
responsible for our fire, police and school district, as well as the driving force behind
Manhattan Beach becoming its own city.
Utility box stop: Before crossing the street, note the pier-themed utility box by
Veronica Escopete.
Optional utility box stop: After crossing the street, note the sun-and-lifeguard-
tower utility box by Jon Berry; two newer utility boxes are also located farther down
by the gas station.
e Directions: Cross at N. Redondo Avenue and turn west toward Manhattan
Heights.
9. That’s Our Life — Armelle Ngo
Location: Manhattan Heights



Description: Hermosa Beach-based painter and muralist Armelle Ngo uses flat
color, geometric line, and simplified forms to capture Southern California through
surfers, volleyball players, waves, and shifting coastal light.
e Directions: walk around Manhattan Heights to the stairs leading to the
MBAC.
10. Abstract Water Works — Paul Jacques Betouliere
Location: Manhattan Beach Art Center

Description: Created in 2002 by Paul Jacques Betouliere, this fountain combines
natural stone with a bronze sculptural centerpiece to close the tour at the
Manhattan Beach Art Center. Viewing note: The sculpture top of this can be seen
from outside before entering the upper portion of the site.

Note-John Van Hammersveld signature on the back wall in red

11. Leadership Manhattan Beach Community Mural — Josh Barnes
Location: 11th Street and N. Herrin Avenue
Description: Josh Barnes’s 2022 community mural features ferns, flowers, cresting
waves, the ocean, and a Manhattan Beach pier silhouette, completed through a
paint-by-number process that invited community participation by Leadership
Manhattan Beach.



