City Council Meeting - Public Comments
July 21, 2026

Patricia Matson, CMC

From: Stefan Kampe <stefan.a.kampe@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 9:07 AM

To: List - City Council; City Clerk

Subject: [EXTERNAL] MB City Council Meeting 2026 07 21 - Kampe comments

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and know the
content is safe.

City Council -
After reviewing the 2026 07 21 City Council agenda | have the following comments for your consideration.

Public Comments:

e Communications Strategy — | have been impressed with the good work Alexandria Latranga has done to
improve the city’s communication to the residents. The ability to sign up for a variety of different emails is
terrific. Unfortunately, these efforts have not translated into increased civic engagement by the community. My
understanding is that we have roughly 36,000 residents and 25,000 voters. What | have seen at city council
meetings, commission meetings, city hosted workshops such as Project Pulse, Police information sessions the
same 5 to 75 people attend with the exception of some hot topics at city council meetings. | have also
repeatedly heard in city council meetings residents saying they have not heard of an issue until it is in the last
stages in front of city council. | suggest that City Council schedule a future agenda item to discuss the city’s
communication strategy. To be specific, to hear what the current communication channels are, the penetration
of those strategies are, and then what does the city want these penetrations to be, and finally what to do in
order to achieve those goals.

e Consent Calendar Item 7: Purchase of ambulance for $362,439.27. The cost is shocking; however, | accept that
staff has done its due diligence to ensure a competitive price was found. The question | have is if this is a
replacement ambulance what happens to the ambulance it is replacing and if it is sold when and where is that
value recognized?

Thank you for your service to the community. | look forward to the meeting.

Stefan

The information contained in this e-mail message, together with any attachments thereto, legally protected confidential information and is intended only for the
personal and confidential use of the addressee(s) named above. The message and any attachments to this message are privileged and protected
communications. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, or authorized to receive it for the intended recipient, you have received this message in
error. You are not to review, use, disseminate, distribute or copy this message, any attachments to this message, or their contents. If you have received this
message in error, please immediately notify us by return e-mail message, and delete the original message.
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From: Libby Bretthauer

Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2026 2:20 PM

To: City Clerk

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Wright's - Raising Business License Tax

Begin forwarded message:

i Ty LIBBY BRETTHAUER
% FINANCE DIRECTOR

—— (310) 802-5552

T
w Ibretthauer@manhattanbeach.gov

CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 1400 Highland Avenue Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
Office Hours: M-Th 8:00 AM-5:00 PM | Fridays 8:00 AM-4:00 PM | Not Applicable to Public Safety

Reach Manhattan Beach_
Use our click and fix it app 24/7 for non-emergency requests
Download the mobile app now

Download on the

| ¢ App5Store

GETITOH
> Google Play

From: Roy McFarland <roy@wrightsmb.com>

Date: July 17, 2026 at 3:10:02 PM PDT

To: jfranklin@manhattanbeach.gov, ntarnay@manhattanbeach.gov,

sscharelian@manhattanbeach.gov, ahoworth@manhattanbeach.gov,

dlesser@manhattanbeach.gov, Kelly Stroman <kelly@downtownmanhattanbeach.com>

Subject: Wright's - Raising Business License Tax

Hi All,

This is roy from Wright's. As you may or may not know, my parents (and now
me as well) have been operating our stores in downtown for almost 40 years
now. Kelly was kind enough to keep us in the loop on the proposed business
license tax increases, and she asked for our input. | responded, but | wanted
to paste it to the city council as well so you guys can see where we stand,
because unfortunately | will be unable to make it to Tuesday's meeting as | will
be out of town for work. Please see below:

Hi Kelly,

| just wanted to jump in here and try to explain where we stand. A few things
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I'd like the DBPA and council to hear, and please share any of this.

1. Gross receipts is the wrong single measure for downtown retail. Rent in
Manhattan Beach has effectively forced every store here to become an
expensive store. You cannot cover this rent on low-ticket merchandise, so we
all move upmarket. That raises our gross receipts without raising what we
keep. The tax reads that top-line number as ability to pay, when it's really just
evidence of what it costs to operate downtown. The cap is the only thing
protecting us against this, and the right way to help businesses downtown is
to lower the cap.

2. None of our actual cost increases are in the formula. Rent, healthcare,
wages, insurance are all climbing steeply and none of that is factored in. A
gross receipts tax is indifferent to margin and it's charged the same whether
we had a good year or ate our inventory in markdowns. Two businesses with
identical top lines and completely different P&Ls pay identical tax. The
businesses that this tax will hurt the most are the local businesses with thin
margins. But the corporations that mass produce their product and have
stronger margins won't be affected.

3. Why is lowering the tax not one of the options? I've only heard talks about
how to squeeze more money out of the downtown businesses. If this is
genuinely about modernization and helping downtown businesses, then an
across-the-board reduction should be considered.

4. What does the money do? | haven't heard anything on this. Before anyone
votes to move a $12,156 cap to $75k—$100k, the business community
deserves to know what that revenue funds and what we get for it. You guys
just created a brand new "Manhattan Beach City Tax" a little over a year ago.
Millions has been collected by MB from this tax and | believe they said it
would go into improving maintenance, cleanliness, etc. We haven't noticed a
difference. But we do have to deal with upset customers about how the sales
tax just keeps increasing. So before we implement another increase and
come up with new ways to extract more from our downtown businesses, can
we talk about why the last one failed?

Thanks for taking the time to hear us out, | hope this helps. Sadly | will be
headed out for work on Tuesday morning, but please let me know if there is
anything | can do to prevent the city from hurting our

downtown businesses even further

Best

Roy Mcfarland



roy@wrightsmb.com

Wright's
www.wrightsmen.com
www.wrightsmb.com

310.376.8553 (Wright's)
310.921.8226 (Wright's Men)

451 Manhattan Beach Blvd, Suite 124
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
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