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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

TUESDAY, JUNE 16, 2026 

 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, great. Thank you. Well, 

greetings to everybody for the city council's June 16th meeting. 

Regular meeting. And we are going to start off with the Pledge 

to the flag. And I'm going to be joined by [INAUDIBLE].  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Mayor? We had the five o' clock 

meeting.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, yes. I'm so, so sorry.  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Okay.  

III. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah, so we just came. We just got to 

finish up some business here. So, we're going to go ahead and 

hear from City Attorney Barrow about what was discussed in 

Closed Session.  

IV. CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT IN OPEN SESSION 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Thank you, Mayor. As previously 

announced, the City Council went into closed session to have a 

conference with labor negotiators with respect to the employee 

groups identified on the agenda. There was no reportable action 

taken. At this time, it'd be appropriate to adjourn the 5 

o'clock meeting.  
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G. ADJOURNMENT 

  MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so we adjourn the 5 o'clock 

meeting. 

A. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And now we open up the June 16th 

regular meeting. So, we'd like to start that off with a pledge 

to the flag. We're going to be joined by Dash Broin, right here. 

I’ll get you set up right here. Here you go.  

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

GROUP: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 

nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for 

all.  

C. ROLL CALL 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Great. Thank you. You can just 

stand right here. I'll get back to you in a moment. So, can we 

please have the roll call?  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Charelian?  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Here.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Howorth? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Here.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Lesser?  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Here.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Pro Tem Tarnay? 
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MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Here.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Franklin?  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Here. I'd also like to take a brief 

moment to honor all active-duty military and veterans in the 

audience, whether you were a National Guard, reservist, or on 

active duty. Please stand and be recognized. Thank you for your 

service.  

D. CEREMONIAL CALENDAR 

3. PRESENTATION OF A CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION TO DASH BROIN 

FOR DEMONSTRATING EXCEPTIONAL CHARACTER, MAINTAINING ACADEMIC 

EXCELLENCE, AND PROVIDING OUTSTANDING LEADERSHIP, ULTIMATELY 

LEADING TO ACCEPTANCE TO THE UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY AT 

WEST POINT 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And now we're going to take the 

ceremonial calendar a little bit out of order because we have 

Dash here. So let me just get some of my paperwork together 

here, and we're going to be. Dash, why don't you come on up 

here. So, we are going to be honoring Dash this evening because 

he has been accepted into the United States Military Academy at 

West Point. From Costa? So, we're just a little bit early for 

you too. For the other acknowledgement. So why don't you tell us 

how you got? You made the decision to go. How you went about the 

process?  

Page 4 of 88



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

DASH BROIN: So, I found out my freshman year of high 

school at an event at the National Cemetery in Brentwood. I was 

at an event, and they had representatives from all the academies 

there. And that got me very interested in the academies. And 

then sort of that day, I went home, did some research on the 

Academies. And then I sort of just realized that's where I 

wanted to go to school and that I wanted to serve in the United 

States Army. And then so I did what you needed to do to stay on 

track to be considered a candidate. And then I got accepted to 

the summer leadership program last year. And then I went there 

at West Point, that program, and I loved it. And then after 

that, I continued with my application, and I was fortunate 

enough to get in. So, I committed instantly when I got in.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: That's terrific. And what do you have 

to look forward to? Like, how long is it a regular university? 

Because a lot of people don't know, actually.  

DASH BROIN: So, I leave in 10 days, and I'll start 

basic training around June 20th. So, our first day is June 29th, 

but there's a couple of things before that. So, it's not a 

regular four-year university. You're expected to do a lot of 

military stuff. So, you have basic training, and then you have a 

lot of details throughout your four years there that you have to 

go through to graduate.  
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: And then how about your commitment 

after you graduate?  

DASH BROIN: And then after graduation, I'll serve five 

years in the active duty in the army and then three years in the 

reservist.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: That’s terrific. Well, again, thank 

you so much. We're very proud of you. We want to issue a 

certificate for you. This is certificate of recognition for Dash 

Broin for demonstrating exceptional character, maintaining 

academic excellence, and proving out and proving outstanding 

leadership, ultimately leading to acceptance into the United 

States Military Academy at West Point. Of course. Thank you.  

DASH BROIN: Thank you, Mayor.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: All right. I think your dad wants some 

pictures. Council?  

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (inaudible) wasn’t accepted. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Come on, kids.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yeah, brother and sister. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah, of course.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: You guys want to step in 

infront? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Congratulations.  
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DASH BROIN: Thank you very much. I really appreciate. 

Thank you very much.  

1. PRESENTATION OF A CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION TO JANET ALLEN 

FOR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE TO MB UNITED AND INVALUABLE GUIDANCE, 

EMPOWERING MENTORSHIP AND PROFOUND CONTRIBUTIONS TO ORGANIZING 

THE ANNUAL JUNETEENTH CELEBRATION 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so. So, our next ceremonial. May 

I ask Janet Allen? And it's with my apology because I got her 

mixed up with her twin sister earlier. So that's great. So, 

Janet, we are, we want to present you with a certificate of 

recognition for exceptional service to MB United and invaluable 

guidance, empowering mentorship, and profound contributions to 

organizing the annual Juneteenth celebration. And now is the 

time that you can go ahead and tell us all about it.  

JANET ALLEN: Thank you so much for this honor. I just 

remember we were all here in this boardroom in January 2024, and 

we were planning and voting and all of us pushing forward for 

the Manhattan Beach City to adopt a three-year plan for 

Juneteenth. And we're just so thankful and grateful that that 

moved forward. And since then, so many Mira Costa students and 

graduates some are still at Costa, some have gone on to four-

year colleges and universities and so excited about all of the 

work that's been done. And I just want to thank not only this 

city council and board, but we also want to thank the city 

Page 7 of 88



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

planning committee. I definitely have to acknowledge Tracy and 

Ro who really thought of me and brought my name forward. So, and 

they're here tonight. Thank you. And MB United, like, just very, 

very excited. And I invite all of you this Sunday to these 

exciting festivities here in Manhattan Beach at Polliwog Park 

for the Juneteenth celebration. With lots of music, celebration, 

poetry competition, arts, lot of legacies that will be there 

from young to old. And we're just so excited to keep bringing 

forward this generational history and just lots of love. So, 

we're so excited. So, everyone here, please come and join us on 

Sunday afternoon. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So, I have another question. So, what 

is the impact for students? I mean here, this is such an amazing 

history that we have here. Tragic in many ways but also 

uplifting as well. And so, they literally have it right here. 

Okay, explain how that impacts the students.  

JANET ALLEN: Absolutely. So many students wrote about 

this in their college essays and how this impacted them in terms 

of moving forward with history, moving to the future, being so 

excited about the future in their lives, how empowerment works 

in their local city where they attend school. So really being 

advocates of city government, being advocates for social 

justice, uplifting, positive ways to share what comes forward 

when you are positive advocates within city council and city 
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government. It's been amazing. We have others that are moving 

forward to college this fall that were part of this united 

effort, and they are just so excited. The City of Manhattan 

Beach has been so wonderful and uplifting. And one more thing 

about children, we have youngsters that are part of this, and 

it's been amazing from preschool all the way up that are out 

there asking questions, you know, what is this? How do I learn 

about this? How can I be involved? And it's just wonderful to 

see that.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. That's terrific. Councilmember 

Howorth, you have a comment?  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. I'm sorry 

I didn't warn you ahead of time, but I just, I want to say it's 

so much more than the Juneteenth celebration. Although, I mean, 

missing from all this is you're an educator. If you can't tell. 

And I know all you all know that, but she is an educator at the 

very first. At your core, you are an educator, and you started 

what happened when your students came here. I mean, they were so 

eloquent. They were so smart. It was so amazing. But that 

started years before. How long ago? So, you at the high school, 

you are the faculty advisor for the Black Scholars Union. 

Correct? 

JANET ALLEN: Correct.  
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And how long ago did you found 

that?  

JANET ALLEN: Oh, thank you. Thank you. Back in 2011. 

It's been a while. I go almost 15 years now. Yes, definitely 15 

years.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And so, I want to. But I really 

want to thank you for that because I think that, you know, has 

ripple effects and that is, you know, we're seeing that today. 

And of course, my colleagues. But you're just. You're very, very 

special. We're so grateful that you're part of our community.  

JANET ALLEN: Thank you. I just wanted to add that 

because what Amy said is so important when we foster a sense of 

belonging and to have my own sons who are also here, Carter and 

Dylan, to be part of this effort as seniors this fall, getting 

ready to go off to college themselves in a year. It's just so 

impactful. Full 360. And thank you so much for this honor.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you so much. So, there's your 

certificate of recognition and a pin, city pin as well. And why 

don't we just gather for our photo? Oh, of course. Yeah. I'm 

sorry. And Kathy Graves. Kathy Graves with the school district. 

Manhattan Beach Unified School District. Come on, come on, come 

on. You're part of all this.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Get up here, Kathy.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Terrific. And we’ll see you on Sunday.  
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JANET ALLEN: Yes. Sunday. Afternoon. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: What time? 

JANET ALLEN: 2 o’clock. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: 2 o’clock. 

JANET ALLEN: Thank you so much.  

2. PRESENTATION OF A CERTIFICATE OF RECOGNITION TO THE MIRA 

COSTA HIGH SCHOOL ORCHESTRAS FOR THEIR EXCEPTIONAL DISCIPLINE, 

COLLECTIVE ARTISTRY, AND COMMITMENT TO MUSICAL EXCELLENCE, 

CULMINATING IN A SHOWCASE PERFORMANCE AT THE MUSIC CENTER’S WALT 

DISNEY CONCERT HALL 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you all. And now you heard all 

that wonderful music as you were coming in. And that is your 

very own Mira Costa High School Orchestra. And we have them here 

tonight because they want to, they want to talk about their 

acceptance to perform at the Walt Disney Concert Hall. So, if 

Mr. Park, the orchestra director, could come and why don't all 

the students come on down, too? All the musicians. There we go. 

Mr. Park. Good. Hello. How you all doing? Why don't we have 

some? Come over here. Mr. Park, you'd be in the middle. How you 

doing? Good. Thanks for coming tonight. Thank you. Thank you. 

Okay, so, Mr. Park. Well, if you can, go ahead and give us the 

details of how the band. I'm sorry, how the orchestra got here 

and then what, what you had to do in order to be able to achieve 

the honor of playing at Walt Disney Music Hall?  
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PETER PARK: Okay, so to start off with, it's an 

application process. There's an artistic application as well as 

a business application. It's a real professional role. But the 

point being is that such an iconic concert hall like Disney 

Concert, as well as just the Music center and the La Fill that's 

affiliated with that concert hall, the fact that they will let a 

high school orchestra take over their venue to put their 

reputation and their name on the line. So it is, in fact, a very 

huge deal. Now, it's not our first time having performed there, 

but I don't take for granted the fact that we were invited back. 

It's a huge signal of the importance of arts and arts education 

in our community of Manhattan Beach. It's a huge signal of the 

importance that the arts have in education and the daily fabric 

and experience of our students and how they grow and how they 

really mature and benefit. Additionally, we have a couple 

students who prepared a little bit of more information about our 

upcoming concert. So, first off, we have Rising Senior. Here to 

my left, we have Micah Chu.  

MICAH CHU: Thank you. Hi, guys. I'm Micah, and I'm a 

violinist in Mira Costa's symphony and chamber orchestras. And 

real quick, on behalf of our orchestras, thank you so much to 

the city council for our recognition. Now, before, we have 

performed, as Park said, at the Walt Disney Concert Hall before, 

as well as other venues such as Central Europe and many more. 
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However, that does not make our upcoming performance any less 

special. If anything, it makes it more special the fact that we 

got reinvited also, as Park said. And earlier this year, we had 

the great opportunity of getting to see the LA Phil rehearse at 

Walt Disney. And there, watching the professionals rehearse 

their repertoire, we got to see many things that we do in 

person. What Park teaches us every day, which is how to 

interpret, how to listen, and how to perform and serve our music 

collectively rather than individually. And to quote Mr. Park, 

Orchestra is all about you and nothing about you. Now, Charlotte 

will explain the details.  

CHARLOTTE FAN: Hi, guys. My name is Charlotte. I'm 

also a rising senior, and like Micah, I'm a violinist in Mira 

Costa Symphony and Chamber Orchestra. And I would just like to 

say being able to perform at Walt Disney Hall is just a crowning 

achievement. And I think it's a real testament to the hours and 

hours we as students put in. But not only us students, our 

director, our families, our friends, what we all put in to make 

this wonderful experience, just something tangible, something 

shareable to our community. And I think something so special 

about this performance is the fact that our director, Mr. Park, 

actually invited back a lot of previous Mira Costa Orchestra 

alums. And I think that just goes to show just how strong our 

community in orchestra is, how stable our connections remain. 
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Even after 2, 3, 10, 20 years, we're still able to invite back 

our Mira Costa alums. And I would just like to say on a personal 

note, I am so excited for my friends and my family to be there. 

I'm so excited to see all of you guys there and I think this 

experience is just so wonderful, so memorable to be able to 

share. And I feel like through all of your guy's support, 

through my family's support, through our friend's support, I 

think this just really boosts the necessary importance we need 

to put on music, especially in today's society. So, I would like 

to encourage all of you. If you are interested on our Mira Costa 

website, we do have tickets available for purchase. It's on the 

25th at 8pm. We also have flyers outside, so if you guys want to 

grab one on your way out, that'd be really cool and I hope we 

all see you there on the 25th at 8. Thank you so much.  

PETER PARK: If you go to the traditions of orchestra 

in Europe, every little town, major or small, they have their 

own orchestra. Professional level, amateur level. And you know, 

we do have orchestras and community groups here in the South 

Bay. Here in Manhattan Beach, we don't have a Manhattan Beach 

symphony. But in the meantime, we have Mira Costa orchestras 

that work so hard and prepare high level, professional level 

repertoire. So please come on out and support your Manhattan 

Beach Orchestra. Mira Costa High School next Thursday, June 25th 

Walt Disney Concert Hall 8pm, thank you.  
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you all very much. Here's the 

certificate of recognition. Thank you for all your hard work. We 

really appreciate you coming by. And council, if we will line up 

behind. Thank you. 

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: I have a city pin. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh and city pin. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Let’s here it for MBUSD. Come 

on now.  

E. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND WAIVER OF FULL READING OF ORDINANCES 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So, move on. So, Item number E. 

Approval of agenda waiver of full reading of ordinances. So, do 

I have a motion?  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Motion to approve, Mr. Mayor?  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Is this where we pull? 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Motion to approve.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: It would, unless the 

Councilmember might like to approve.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh yeah. Is there anyone here who'd 

like to pull an item?  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I would, your honor. I'd like 

to pull number 12. Item number 12.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Unless there's any other items 

that Councilmembers like to pull, I will move to adopt the 

agenda as is, except for item number 12 to be heard separately.  
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, great. Thank you. So, we have a 

motion to accept by Councilmember Lesser, seconded by Mayor Pro 

Tem Tarnay.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.  

F. CITY COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCEMENTS OF 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so we move on to item F which is 

City Council and community organization announcements of 

upcoming events. You have one minute.  

LIBRARY MANAGER SARGENT: Hello. Cassandra Sargent with 

Manhattan Beach Library. I'm here to 2 weeks ago I talked about 

our Summer Reading kickoff. So, I'm just back here to continue 

to promote the Summer Discovery program. For every six books or 

activities you complete, you earn a book and a prize. This is 

for kids, teens, and adults. We already signed up all of 

Councilman Charelian's family on Friday, so it's popular for 

them. It should be popular for everyone. Continue to keep 

reading. There were just too many events that we have going on 

to pick one to start listing. So, if you jump to our website, we 

have music programs, we have performer programs, we have a ton 

of fun adult programs coming up. So, there's something for 

everybody to do. Yeah, just jump on our website and join us this 

summer. Thanks.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you.  
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RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: 

Honorable Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem, City Councilmember, City 

Officials, Jeff. Hey, Bobby with WM Organics and Recycling 

Outreach and Educator. Just a couple quick reminders. There will 

be no break in service for Juneteenth. We're all going to be 

servicing. Apparently, the executives get it off, but we don't. 

And then Saturday, this coming Saturday at Mira Costa High 

School is our second paper shred of the year 9 to 11. Every 

member, every resident, every business owner can come and bring 

up the three banker boxes for safe recycled paper, and we will 

recycle it. That's all I got. Wishing you guys all God's 

blessings.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you.  

PLANNING MANAGER FINESTONE: Evening Honorable Mayor, 

Mayor Pro Tem, Members of the City Council Adam Finestone with 

the Planning Division here, so the city hosted two successful 

Project Pulse Design workshops at the end of last month. The 

workshops collected community input that will help inform the 

conceptual designs for future developments at Projects at 

Parking Lot 3 and 400 Manhattan Beach Boulevard. Over 70 

community members attended the events and provided feedback at 

five different activity stations including using three-

dimensional blocks to create designs for the sites that 

identified preferred uses. In combination with what staff has 
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heard over the last few months or the last year almost with the 

Project Pulse public engagement process. The City's design 

consultant will utilize that information along with the 

information collected at the design workshops to create 

conceptual designs for projects at both properties. These 

designs will be presented to the public for feedback at a 

Conceptual Design Preview Open house on Wednesday, July 15 from 

6pm to 8pm at the Joslyn Center. This will be the final 

opportunity for the community to provide input prior to 

conceptual design packages being prepared for City Council 

consideration later this summer. Again, the open house is 

scheduled for Wednesday, July 15 from 6pm to 8pm at the Joslyn 

Center. And we hope to see you guys there. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you Adam. 

SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Good evening, honorable 

mayor, members of the City Council, I'm your senior Cultural 

Arts Supervisor Eric Brinkman. Just wanted to take a moment this 

evening and share a few more details about our Juneteenth 

celebration this coming Sunday, June 21st. The event is starting 

at 2 o'clock, goes until 7 o'clock. It's going to be at Polliwog 

Park. Juneteenth is a time to reflect on our nation, reflect on 

our nation's history, honor the resilience, contributions and 

achievements of black Americans and celebrate freedom, culture 

and community. This year's celebration will feature live music, 
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cultural performances, food vendors, community organizations, a 

vendor village, family friendly activities and opportunities for 

learning and fellowship. We're especially honored to welcome Los 

Angeles County Supervisor Holly Mitchell, who will join us to 

recognize the significance of the occasion. The program will 

also include a presentation by Dr. Anthony Lee from MB United, 

who will speak about the history and legacy of Bruce's Beach and 

introduce artist April Banks, who was selected to create the 

city's upcoming Bruce's Beach public artwork. This evening. The 

evening will conclude with a performance by our headlining 

musical guest, West Complex. So, we invite everybody to join us 

as we celebrate freedom, reflect on our shared history, and 

continue building a more inclusive, and connected community. A 

special thanks to Michael Jenkins, Dr. Anthony Lee and Janet 

Brody Allen, who we just recognized, and students from the Black 

Scholar Union at Mira Costa High School for their invaluable 

input in shaping and guiding this celebration. For more 

information, you can visit the city's website or follow Parks 

and Recreation on social media. Hope to see everybody there. 

Thanks.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you, Eric. Anybody else? Anybody 

online?  

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MATSON: No requests on Zoom.  

G. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, great. So, moving on to G. 

Public comments, three minutes per person. Just be reminded that 

if you speak about something here at this time, you cannot speak 

about it when it's pulled up as an agenda item.  

UNIDENTIFIED PUBLIC COMMENTER: Good evening, honorable 

Mayor and City Council. I am here representing MBSAFE Manhattan 

Beach Safe Alternatives for Everyone. And I wanted to bring 

about an awareness on behalf of MB Safe Manhattan Beach, Safe 

Alternatives for everyone. We wanted to make a comment that 

there are funding cuts that have already put in place, and there 

are funding cuts that are up and coming regarding all services 

for homelessness and housing. And one of those that really is 

important to us is closing all safe parking areas as of July 1, 

2026. That's in two weeks. I want to mention that we notoriously 

have all of these safe parking areas fully booked, especially in 

the summer. And so therefore all these cars will be forced onto 

the streets of surrounding areas, and individuals and families 

will be seeking cooler and safer places to park. So, nothing to 

alarm anybody, but we are asking this city council to go to 

your, your colleagues, in the supervisor's office in any 

surrounding cities. Please urge them to curb this. We need safe 

parking funded. It's needed for the health, safety and well-

being of individuals who live in their cars that we just don't 

have housing placements for, and most especially children. We 
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have at least 15 families that are living in their cars in these 

safe and secure areas that provide them, you know, some security 

while they're waiting. They're, they're on the list, they're 

doing their due diligence, but there's just nothing available 

for them now. And to kick them out right now would be, would 

really be almost inhumane. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you.  

UNIDENTIFIED PUBLIC COMMENTER: Good evening, honorable 

mayor, City Council. After that, this one's a little bit more 

trivial. Item number nine on the consent calendar. I took a look 

at the contract there. This is with Geotech, Geosyntec. And I 

understand why it's on the consent calendar because this is year 

11 with that contract. That contract is worth $600,000 right 

now. So, the question I have is for the city council. If you've 

guys looked into it, great. But if it's been 11 years at 600 

grand a year, and the question I would have is, do we think it's 

going to go on for another 10 years or 5 years? If so, can we 

save some money by bringing some of this internal. I just think 

it's worth a discussion. If you haven't had the discussion, if 

you're not fully aware of that, but it just, it just makes sense 

to kind of take another look at that if we think it's going to 

take another 10 years of management. Thank you.  
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. Anybody else in chambers? 

How about online and I'll get to my council colleagues to see if 

they have anything as well.  

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MATSON: No requests on Zoom.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Colleagues, any announcements?  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, now I have to find it. 

Kelly Stroman can't be here tonight, and she wanted me to make 

some comments about what's been going on downtown with the World 

Cup happening. So, she says you can report that everything is 

going very smoothly in Downtown Manhattan Beach. And she's 

especially thankful to our Police Department and our Public 

Works Department who have been on the scene a lot and very 

responsive. You know, extra trash, making sure things are safe 

down there. And just there were, there have been a lot of 

people. There's not like people, you know, in the streets and 

things like that, but there's been extra people. And so, she's 

just so grateful. She says there's been so much preparation 

going leading up to this that she and the whole downtown 

business feel very, very taken care of. And she said the 

communication. Where's Ally? Oh no, Ally course isn’t here. 

Okay. She said but the communication is really, really great. 

She, they're getting, you know, people are responsive, and 

they're getting great communication. They love having the 

banners and appreciate the marketing. Business has been really 
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healthy. And no so far, no one really watched parties. Just 

spirited fun. Everyone is having a lot of fun meeting and 

greeting the travelers. Several of the restaurant owners said to 

me, "Wow, this has been great." So, I just wanted to, to give 

that report and to thank the Police Department and the Public 

Works Department and our Coms team who, who are a lot of work 

going on behind the scenes and a lot of great soccer happening.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. It's actually a lot of fun 

seeing people discover Manhattan Beach for the first time. So 

well done residents. Any, any more comments? Anybody? Okay, so 

seeing none, we already went online. So, moving on to item H, 

consent calendar and I believe it was item 12 that was pulled by 

Councilmember Charelian and item number 12 reads Consideration 

of a Resolution approving a five-year agreement with AdminSure 

for third party administrative services and support the self-

insured workers. Oh, Oh, that's right.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Also Approval of the Consent 

Calendar. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, my announcement for coffee with 

the mayor. Oh, I'm so sorry. Coffee with the mayor, who is that? 

Just like that. Of course they have. Well, in continuing some 

sort of tradition with Coffee with the Mayor, I will be on the 

east side at the Coffee Bean and Tea Leaf in Manhattan Village. 

Thursday, July 9th at 9am and then on July 16th, Thursday at 
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Verve in Metlox Plaza at 9am as well. And then we'll go ahead, 

and we'll get this on a regular scheduled basis. But we just 

wanted to go ahead and get it started. So come on by, be gentle. 

That's okay. You can bring up anything. Thank you so much. 

Thanks for reminding me. Okay, now public comments are closed.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I'm sorry, Mr. Mayor, did you 

want to have an approval of the consent calendar first before we 

go to the item that's pulled?  

H. CONSENT CALENDAR 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah, yeah. Okay. So okay, so approval 

of the consent calendar with the exception of item number 12. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So, move.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So, we have, we have it moved by 

Councilmember Howorth and seconded by Councilmember Lesser. Call 

for the vote, please.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes. 5-0.  

I. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

12. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING A FIVE-YEAR 

AGREEMENT WITH ADMINSURE, INC. FOR THIRD-PARTY ADMINISTRATION 

SERVICES IN SUPPORT OF THE SELF-INSURED WORKERS’ COMPENSATION 

PROGRAM FOR AN AMOUNT NOT-TO-EXCEED $1,412,021 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you for your help and 

Councilmember Charelian.  
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, your honor. I 

pulled this item. I have some questions for the department. I 

really don't need a presentation, but I have some questions.  

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR JENKINS: Good evening 

council. Lisa Jenkins, your Human Resources Director.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Good evening and thank you 

for the report. Typically, anything with a large dollar item, I 

would pull off consent to discuss. In this particular case I, I 

pulled it. I had some questions because this item is going to be 

using reserves that we just transferred from during the budget 

that go into effect July 1st, but it'll be using the reserves 

that we initially we transferred over for expenditures. Is that 

correct?  

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR JENKINS: Primarily the 

transfer for the insurance fund was related to claims paid. So, 

this is an administrative cost for the day-to-day administration 

of workers compensation services.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Gotcha. I thought I saw it in 

the report that it said that, but maybe it was in the liability 

report. Maybe that's where it said it mentioned.  

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR JENKINS: And I'm sure my 

colleague Director Bretthauer will correct me if I'm not correct 

on that. But it is part of the insurance reserve fund. But from 

that fund includes these administrative services, other 
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operating costs within risk management premiums. So, this is our 

administration and then there's actual workers comp premiums, 

liability premiums as well as all of our other city lines of 

insurance. So that's all part of the insurance fund. But what 

council considered as part of the transfer to the insurance fund 

specifically was more related to the claims paid or litigation 

expense line item. And that's how claims are paid out from the 

fund, and that's the actual day-to-day costs of the claim rather 

than the claims administration.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Great. And then the third-

party administrator, the TPA is AdminSure and we've had them 

since 2015. Correct? And they're the incumbent right now. And I 

know they're a special service, but you know, going on year 11 

of working with them and entering into another five years, was 

there an opportunity to maybe do an RFP to get to see what's out 

there? You know we just recently did it with our auditors that 

we had in finance for 10 years, and you know, they pointed out a 

few things. So, is it an opportunity that, that we're just kind 

of using them because they're the incumbent and they know our 

practices or? 

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR JENKINS: Thank you for the 

question. So, there's a few factors at play, and this TPA third 

party administrative AdminSure adventure has actually been with 

the city for over 25 years. 2015 is when the city did go out to 
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RFP. But one thing to note is with our insurance programs we're 

part of a risk pool. That pool is PRISM and what that stands for 

is in the report Public Risk Innovation Solutions and 

Management. So, PRISM as our risk pool helps us evaluate the 

options out there for third party administrative services for 

workers comp as well as general liability. They do a lot of that 

vetting in comparison for us, and they look across these 

different vendors to look at services provided, relative costs 

of those services, satisfaction with those particular TPAs based 

on their experience with others who are part of the insurance 

pool. And I'm not sure if this detail made it into the report, 

but most recently they vetted available workers comp providers 

in, I'm sorry administrators in 2022 and they recommended and 

vetted four. Of those four, AdminSure was the one that was the 

lowest cost below baseline. So, it isn't an RFP per se, but it 

is one mechanism to evaluate if we're getting the best services 

and the most competitive costs. And then as you can see in the 

report, additionally we did our own comparison with other 

jurisdictions that have public safety to do another level of 

comparison essentially with other agencies who are using 

AdminSure. And we did do some comparison with agencies outside 

of AdminSure. And what we found is that it was difficult to do a 

apples-to-apples comparison because each provider structures 

their services a little bit differently. But I completely 
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understand the question given the tenure we've been with them. 

We did due diligence to ensure that the costs were competitive, 

and we did evaluate the fact that AdminSure has been providing 

these services. Our employees who have workers compensation 

claims have established relationships with the day-to-day 

administrator for the claims. It's a large volume of claims as 

you can see in the report. So, there is a sort of unseen cost of 

transferring over these services to a new administrator. There's 

a lot that goes along with that. And when we've been generally 

pleased with the services that they provide and we do hear from 

other colleagues and other agencies about relative satisfaction 

with other providers as well as the fact that we do have PRISM 

assisting us with that evaluation, we felt that it was 

appropriately vetted recommendation to bring forward this five-

year agreement.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I appreciate that. One last 

question. Our TPA AdminSure. When was the last time they were 

independently audited to make sure they're using best practices 

managing this program?  

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR JENKINS: Yes. So good 

question. And another benefit of the risk pool is that they do 

audit both programs and a Risk Manager, Briza Morales, who's 

here with me, will correct me on the frequency, I believe that 
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it's every two years that they do those audits of the workers 

comp as well as the general liability program.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Great. Thank you. No other 

questions.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Colleagues, anybody else?  

HUMAN RESOURCES DIRECTOR JENKINS: Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Seeing none. Public comments.  

UNIDENTIFIED PUBLIC COMMENTER: Good evening. Once 

again, thank you for pulling this. I looked at the contract real 

quickly and this is just a question that I had was, is that. And 

I'm not an expert in this area, but the scope seems like it's, 

you know, administration and so we may have high or low volumes. 

Right. It could go up or down. I know we have experience with 

it, but I looked at what, who carries the risk? It goes up and 

down. We have a fixed schedule, a fixed amount per month. So, if 

it surges, we pay the same. If it drops, we pay the same. And if 

it really was to surge, you know, or drop real low, the, the 

only thing I saw in there is that we have a five-day notice that 

we can cancel a contract with. So, I would just be interested, 

you know, to know, you know, what is our track record here? What 

is our risk, you know, know, in this and, and you know, from a 

financial standpoint.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. Any other comments and 

chambers? No. Any comments online?  
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ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MATSON: No requests on Zoom.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so we'll close public comments 

and let's have a discussion. Anybody want to discuss anything? 

No. Okay, so we will call for the vote.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: You don't make a motion? Oh, I 

made a motion to approve the item.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so motion's been made by.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Appreciate the questions and 

appreciate that. It was good. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: By Councilmember Howorth and seconded 

by Mayor Pro Tarnay. Call for vote.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.  

J. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

15. CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDER A RESOLUTION PROVIDING 

FOR THE ANNUAL LEVY AND COLLECTION OF STREET LIGHTING AND 

LANDSCAPING DISTRICT MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 

2026-2027 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so we move on to public 

hearings. So, item number 15, let's conduct a public hearing and 

consider a resolution providing for the annual levy and 

collection of street lighting and landscaping district 

maintenance assessments for fiscal year 2026-2027. And we have 

our Finance Director, Bretthauer.  
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FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: Good evening. Libby 

Bretthauer, Finance Director. And I would like to introduce our 

Financial Controller, Julie Bondarchuk, who will be giving a 

brief presentation tonight. Thank you. 

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER BONDARCHUK: Good evening, Mayor 

Franklin and members of the city council. Tonight we are asking 

city council to consider resolution number 26-0057, providing 

for the annual levy and collection of the street lighting and 

landscaping district maintenance assessments for fiscal year 26-

27. On April 21, the city-initiated proceedings for the levy and 

collections of the street lighting assessment by adopting 

Resolution 26-0019, ordering the engineer's report including the 

plans, specifications and cost estimates for the annual 

assessments for fiscal year 26-27. This was followed by the 

adoption of two resolutions on May 19. Resolution 26-0039 

approving the engineers report and resolutions 26-0040, which 

declared the city council's intention to provide the annual levy 

and collection assessments and set the public hearing for 

tonight on June 16th. Notification of tonight's public hearing 

was advertised in the Beach Reporter on June 4 with the approval 

resolution 26-0087. The assessments will be levied for fiscal 

year 2027. Assessments are based solely on land use and have not 

changed since 1996, resulting in a projected deficit in the 

street light fund of $270,687 for fiscal year 2027. Any increase 
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in assessments would require Prop 218 vote and tonight's public 

hearing is the last city council action before the assessments 

are submitted to the county for inclusion on the property tax 

bills. This concludes my presentation and I am available for any 

questions.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: I see Councilmember Lesser.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I have one. Thank you, Julie, 

for your presentation. So just to confirm, this fee was last set 

30 years ago?  

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER BONDARCHUK: Correct.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Costs have risen since then a 

bit. Right. So, if council were to entertain a proposal to raise 

those fees, it would be through a Proposition 218 process, 

correct?  

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER BONDARCHUK: That is correct.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Can you describe what that 

process would entail? Particularly as the amount that this cost 

that we take out of our general fund increases.  

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER BONDARCHUK: Of course. So, the 

Proposition 218 ballot process is a special mail in ballot 

process. It starts with a public, a protest. Majority protest. 

If no majority protest is received, we do go to the second phase 

which is a special mail in ballot process. We have to, the city 

has to receive a majority vote yes, for a fee increase to be 
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effective. It's very similar to the storm drain ballot process 

that we did in 2024. The only difference is that the street 

lighting ballots are weighted based on the assessed value. So, 

for example, if your assessment was $100 and my assessment was 

$50 calculated by the assessment engineer, then your vote would 

be worth 50% more than mine.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Great. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, I have a question is. So, over 

the. Since 1996, have there. Has there ever been a surplus in 

this fund?  

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER BONDARCHUK: I have to look back. 

I do not believe so.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. All right, Council, any more 

questions? No. Okay, open. Open this up for public comment. No? 

Stefan has left the building. Okay, so we'll. How about on, on 

Zoom?  

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MATSON: No requests on Zoom.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so we'll close public comment. 

Colleagues, any discussion?  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah I pressed. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, yeah, I'm sorry. Yes. Yeah. 

Councilmember Howorth. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And I see there's been a motion 

made which is, you know, I'll be supporting that like everything 
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else, you know, the Prop 218 process, which does provide, I 

would say, security for residents or, you know, gives power to 

residents, et cetera. And I approve. I very much want to follow 

that. But it is so important for people to understand that the 

cost this year for the street lighting total were 377,000, of 

which 271,000 are coming from the general fund. So, it is upside 

down, you know, by two thirds. And so, you know, over time it's 

been almost $4 million. And so, I'm not saying we should rush 

out and go for a Prop 218. I know that we've got other things on 

the horizon, but it's all part. You know, a few years ago we 

dealt with stormwater. Right. And it's part of fixing what has 

been made obsolete by time, and you know, the process. So again, 

not talking about doing it tonight, but I want to be on 

everybody's radar that it's not if we should go for this, it's 

not just to bring in more money, it's that it literally is a 30-

year-old rate which is obsolete. So, I just, I just wanted to 

throw that out here. There.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: It's been thrown.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Anybody else? All right, so we have a 

motion to accept from Councilmember Charelian. Would you like 

to? 
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yes, absolutely. Introduce an 

ordinance amending section. Oh, sorry, that's the wrong one. 

Already turning the next one.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Councilmember, is your mic on?  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: My microphone is not on. 

Thank you. Okay, let's see. Consider resolution. Annual levy, 

street lighting, landscape district maintenance assessment for 

fiscal year 26-27. Adopt resolution 26-57 providing for the 

annual levy and collection of fiscal year 26-27 maintenance 

assessments.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, I have seconded that motion. So, 

call for the vote, please.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.  

16. CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDER A RESOLUTION REGARDING 

THE ANNUAL STORM DRAIN SERVICE FEE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-2027 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. Moving on to item 16 is 

conduct a public hearing and consider a resolution regarding the 

annual storm drain service fee for fiscal year 26-27.  

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER BONDARCHUK: Good evening again, 

members of the city council.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yes, Julie.  

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER BONDARCHUK: Tonight's public 

hearing is for consideration of resolution number 26-0057 for 

the collection of storm drain assessment fees. When updated for 
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impervious area, the proposed storm drain assessments are 

estimated at 2.4 million for fiscal year 2027. If the 3% CPI is 

approved tonight, it will add additional 27.5 thousand to the 

proposed assessment. Notification of tonight's public hearing 

was advertised in the Beach Reporter on May 28 and June 4. At 

this time, we recommend you open a public hearing for the 

proposed assessments. And assuming there is not a majority 

protest staff recommends that City council adopt resolution 

number 26-0056, ordering the storm drain fees to be collected. 

If the resolution is approved, staff will submit the data to the 

county for inclusion on the property tax bills once the final 

parcel data is released by LA county and that's typically in the 

mid-July. This concludes my presentation and I am available for 

any questions.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great, thank you. Questions, 

Colleague. Seeing none questions from our public comments, 

please?  

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEFAN: Stefan here, once again, 

great numbers, short presentation. I like that. What I didn't 

hear was does the additional amount that was going to be 

collected, does that cover our costs for this upcoming year? Are 

we going to be a shortfall or how does that sit overall?  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, would you be able to answer 

that?  
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FINANCIAL CONTROLLER BONDARCHUK: Currently we don't 

have a shortfall for this year. We don't, I think there was one 

in the previous year where we did have a project that was 

unbudgeted and we transferred money from the general fund to the 

storm drain fund for that. This year we are. We are good.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you. So, we have a. So 

online. Any public comments online?  

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MATSON: No requests on Zoom.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so we're going to close public 

comments. Any discussions? Looks like we're ready to vote. So, 

the motion to accept was moved by Councilmember Charelian, 

seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Tarnay.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: My motion is to adopt 

Resolution 26-56.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, call for the vote. Yep. Well, 

something. Something happened there.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: This is vote early and often.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: There we go.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Terrific.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.  

17. CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTIONS 

ADOPTING THE 2025 URBAN WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN AND WATER SHORTAGE 

CONTINGENCY PLAN 
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you. So, moving on to item 

number 17. Conduct a public hearing and Council, how are we 

doing, everybody? So, conduct a public hearing and consideration 

of resolutions adopting the 2025 Urban Water Management Plan and 

Water Shortage Contingency Plan. And we have Mr. Page.  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Good evening, honorable Mayor, 

members of the city Council. This evening, for your 

consideration, we have the draft 2025 Urban Water Management 

Plan and Water Shortage Contingency Plan. So, these plans are 

required by state law and must be updated every five years. 

These current iterations were developed in partnership with West 

Basin Municipal Water District. And tonight we have Michael 

Steele with Water Systems Consulting to present the plans.  

WATER RESOURCES ENGINEER STEELE: Thanks, Jeff. Good 

evening, Honorable Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem, members of the city 

Council, thank you so much for the opportunity to be here 

tonight with you. My name, as Jeff said, is Michael Steele. I 

work for Water Systems Consulting or WSC. And we supported your 

staff with the development of your 2025 Urban Water Management 

Plan. You'll see UWMP as well. That's what that stands for. It's 

Urban Water Management Plan. And then we, I wanted to 

acknowledge the work of your great staff, without whom we 

couldn't have done this, as well as the partnership and 

collaboration that with West Basin Municipal Water District as 
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well. Okay. And so tonight I'll start by giving an overview of 

just some background about the Urban Water Management Plan 

process. And then I'll review the findings of the draft plan. 

And then we'll also discuss the Water Shortage Contingency Plan. 

And then I'll turn it back over to Mr. Page for recommendations. 

Okay, so why are we here? What are we doing? What is the purpose 

of an Urban Water Management Plan? Water suppliers are required 

by California Water Code to update their Urban Water Management 

Plan every five years. And these plans provide an overview of 

projected future water demands. They evaluate the reliability of 

water supplies and then they provide a framework for drought 

response if one is to occur in the future. And the development 

of these plans is also an opportunity to coordinate with other 

water suppliers and also to seek input from stakeholders as well 

as from the public. And so, an Urban Water Management Plan has 

several requirements that must be followed that are all in 

California Water Code. And so, some of those include evaluating 

future demands and their reliability of water supplies to meet 

those future demands. And then there are certain different 

conditions under which you have to evaluate those, including 

normal conditions, a single dry year and then a multi-year 

drought. And then another section of the Urban Water Management 

Plan highlights the efforts that the city has taken towards 

conserving water in partnership with West Basin Municipal Water 
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District. And then also the Water Shortage Contingency Plan is a 

required component of the Urban Water Management Plan. And so, 

the 2025 plan is an update to your 2020 plan. And one of the 

first things that we do when we're developing the plan is we 

review historical data and analyze past trends to develop future 

projections. And as we all know, there's uncertainty inherent 

anytime we are trying to project into the future. And so, the 

way that we tried to deal with that is we took a scenario-based 

approach where we have to make different assumptions around 

things such as future rates of population changes as well as the 

impact of potential future regulations, those that are currently 

in place, as well as ones that may come into play in the future. 

And also, ongoing conservation as for example, water efficient 

fixtures are incorporated into a redevelopment of an existing 

home. So, what we looked at was a range of those different 

scenarios, those different assumptions. And then the Urban Water 

Management Plan requires us to essentially choose one of those 

futures to put into the plan. And so, we'll review some of what 

that shows tonight. And then I did want to point out that those 

future population projections, which are one component of that, 

were aligned with the Development Impact Fee Nexus study, which 

the city approved a few months ago. Okay, now we'll review some 

of the preliminary findings. So, on this graph, you can see an 

overview of past demands. On the left-hand side, to the left of 
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that line, these are your water demands separated by customer 

class. And then to the right of that line is those projections 

carried out 25 years into the future, which is the planning 

horizon for this Urban Water Management plan. And so, you can 

see how there's a slight increase up until about 2040, and then 

that shifts to a slight decrease after that. And then these 

demands, these water demands that the city has, are met with 

multiple different water supplies. So, the city has three 

different water supplies. Historically, the largest of those is 

imported water and that is provided by West Basin Municipal 

Water District. And that's surface water that's imported and 

treated by the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 

California. And then the city also pumps groundwater through its 

groundwater wells. And then the city also meets or uses recycled 

water to meet its non-potable demands, such as for irrigating 

landscaping and municipal public spaces. And so then in that 

graph you can see the makeup of the city's water supplies over 

the past five years. And on our next slide, we'll zoom out a 

little bit farther and look back 25 years and look forward 25 

years on the left and the right of that line respectively. And 

so, you can see that looking to the future, groundwater is 

anticipated to play a larger role in meeting the city's water 

demands. And that is a result of the investments that the city 

has made in its groundwater infrastructure over the past several 
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years. And doing so helps to reduce reliance on costly imported 

water, which also helps to increase the resiliency of water 

supplies regionally. And so, a reliability analysis was 

conducted which is summarized in the slide. The line at the top 

is total demand, and then those bars stacked underneath it are 

the supplies anticipated to meet those demands at the different 

time periods throughout the planning horizon. And as you can 

see, demands are anticipated to meet supplies under the normal 

year supply scenario, as well as in a single dry year and in a 

multi-year drought. And so obviously with imported water being 

one of the major components of meeting those demands the 

reliability of imported water is key for the city to be able to 

meet its demands. And so, the good news is that Metropolitan 

Water District also does an urban water management plan. And in 

their urban water management plan, they anticipate being able to 

meet all of the demands on their imported water supplies. And 

they anticipate high reliability of those supplies due to their 

integrated use of their Colorado River supplies, their state 

water project supplies, as well as their storage and transfer 

programs, which they've invested heavily in over the past 

several decades. And so, as a result of those supply investments 

that Metropolitan has made, as well as the city's investment in 

its diversified supply, there are no anticipated shortages 

anticipated over the planning horizon. And so, in this next 
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graph shows the drought risk assessment, which looks at, if a 

drought were to occur starting over the next five years, 

starting now, could the city meet anticipated demands? And 

similarly to the reliability assessment in the previous slide, 

the city anticipates being able to meet all of its demands, and 

supplies are considered to be unconstrained. Okay, and then a 

quick overview of the water Shortage Contingency plan, which I 

noted is a component of the Urban Water Management plan. And so 

really, this is a framework for the city to react in the case of 

drought conditions. And so, it outlines a framework. There are 

different stages of water shortage levels, and each of those 

have a targeted reduction in water use and associated actions 

that correspond with that. And so, in the case that the city 

needs to implement different shortage levels in the future, then 

those actions are there, ready. Those include communication, 

they include outreach, as well as other methods to help reduce 

those demands. And then I'll note that there were no major 

updates from the adopted 2020 Water Shortage Contingency Plan. 

And with that, I'll turn it back over to Mr. Page.  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Thanks, Michael. So, with 

that, staff is recommending that City Council conduct a public 

hearing and to adopt resolutions number 26-0064 and 26-0065, 

approving the 2025 Urban Water Management Plan and Water 

Shortage Contingency Emergency Plan.  
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great. Thank you.  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Happy to take any questions. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Councilmember Howorth.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Yes, I do 

have questions either for you or Michael on slide 8, which is 

the water demand projections. And, and I know in the beginning, 

I think you said, or somebody said that we were required to 

choose one kind of metric. We don't have to prove that we have 

water based on all the metrics, right? So, we could project it 

on. Yes. Thank you. Could you my understanding correct, that we 

could we didn't have to. When we were figuring out our numbers, 

we only had to use one of them. And can you tell what the three 

were again?  

WATER RESOURCES ENGINEER STEELE: Yes, that's correct. 

We looked at a range, an envelope of different scenarios and 

assumptions to look at what the potential multiple different 

scenarios could be. But then for the urban water management 

plan, there are specific tables that have to be filled out and 

submitted to the Department of Water Resources. And so, you have 

to choose a specific normal projection.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay, so it's a specific normal 

project. So, on that slide eight, when it talks about water 

demand and it talks about that there's different categories of 

usage and one is multifamily, it seems that, you know, we're 
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getting more multifamily units in our community, so I don't see 

how that use wouldn't rise. So, I don't know who wants to 

address that, but. Or maybe, I don't know, you know, maybe the 

chart's not that granular. But as an average person, I would 

think, oh, if we're getting 300 or more as we are more units, 

wouldn't that increase the use? So, who wants to answer? 

Bueller? Bueller? 

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: I would say that we have a lot 

of water conservation efforts and rules that we have to meet. 

So, at the same time, even though population is increasing, 

we're going to conceivably be decreasing our, so it should be, 

and you can see it rise out of 2025 slightly and kind of 

leveling off. So, I think that's a combination of the balance of 

the two.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So, you were taking into 

serious conservation. It wasn't that you didn't think this would 

be an impact, but our conservation efforts should ameliorate 

that. Okay, thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, Councilmember Lesser.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: So just to follow up on, on that 

point, is there a projected total amount of consumption that 

would be attributable to multifamily residences that are 

projected to be built in our, at a minimum, we already have a 

projected number of units that are going to be added online. 
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Even with conservation figures, do we have an estimate of how 

much additional water will be required to service them, even 

with conservation measures?  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Yeah, the state has given us 

some requirements to bring down indoor water usage to certain 

levels, say like 55 gallons per day per capita by 2030 down to, 

I don't have them exactly memorized, but 45 down to by 2035 and 

so on. So, we can kind of, kind of make projections based off of 

what we're required to.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: If council were interested in 

better understanding the potential demand for the additional 

units, staff could provide that. Is that right?  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Yes.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you. Next question I have 

has to do with slide number 10 in terms of our water supply. 

It's been widely supported that our Colorado River is 

increasingly depleted. And obviously the states that are in the 

negotiating group have not reached a consensus and the federal 

government may need to impose restrictions. Help us understand 

how that might factor into the Metropolitan Water District 

supply in imported water sources, even though it was mentioned 

that it was thought that that's not going to be terribly 

detrimental in the next five-year period.  
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WATER RESOURCES ENGINEER STEELE: Yeah. Thank you for 

the question. The metropolitan assumptions are based on the 

best-known available information at this time. And so, any 

potential future impacts that are unknown aren't included in 

that, although they do. Or they aren't included quantitatively, 

although they do mention that that is a future risk of reduced 

Colorado River supplies. As a result of the negotiations that 

are ongoing, the Urban Water Management plans are updated every 

five years. And so, if things change before that next planning 

period, then they would be incorporated at that time. And so, 

they use the best available information right now and based 

their reliability determinations based on that.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Got it. And if council were 

interested in what percentage of water Manhattan Beach gets from 

the Colorado River, that's a number that we could get if we 

asked. Correct? Through the Metropolitan Water District. And I 

recognize you're preparing the plan, not necessarily knowing the 

exact combination of water sources we have now.  

WATER RESOURCES ENGINEER STEELE: Metropolitan prepares 

their Urban Water Management plan, looking at all of their 

supplies and their storage and transfer programs and then can 

they meet demands. And so, I don't know if I'm not aware of them 

being as granular as to assign a specific source to a specific 

member agency or retailer, such as the city.  
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COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Sure. Mayor Pro Tem Tarnay.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Thank you. Thank you. I'm going 

to put our Utilities Manager on the spot for a second here, but 

I know you've been attending some of the same events that I've 

gone to where we've talked about water shortages as 

Councilmember Lesser just brought up, and we know that we're at 

a 40-year drought along the Colorado River and that the system 

is completely stressed out. So, I really appreciate the work 

that's being. I know that we're doing this because it's 

mandated, but I also want to recognize that this is proactive 

work that is, that has meaning full impact now. Jeff, can you 

share with us some of the ways that locally, cities and 

regionally we're working to increase groundwater supply, recycle 

water supply just to reassure our residents that this isn't just 

a plan, but that there are active projects ongoing that are 

going to help us meet demands.  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Yeah, of course. So, for 

Manhattan Beach, you know, we have invested prudently in a local 

groundwater treatment facility so that we can maximize our 

groundwater usage. And I think that's a big part of that to 

bring as much localized water in usage as we can. Recycled water 

is also a big part of that, along with conservation efforts that 

the city will be putting forward. And we're all in this 
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together. So regionally, we all have the same thoughts and ideas 

and needs. So, we're working in partnership with others to make 

sure that we're developing a good water portfolio of water 

investments to cover all of our needs.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Great, thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. So, I have a question back 

on slide 8, very popular slide, and you spoke a little bit about 

steps. What I'm concerned about are steps towards conservation. 

Okay. Because that can make a big impact if you don't have as 

much big demand coming. You don't have to pump as much or use as 

much. So how is the city proactively going out to the residents 

and helping them with that in terms of, you know, we heard a 

little bit about that with low flow toilets, with, you know, 

checking your sprinkler systems, with, you know, balancing, you 

know, the right need of what you need to water to replace grass 

with drought resistant landscaping. So, what are some of the 

things that we're doing to help reduce demand?  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Well, we get the message out 

there to communicate with the community, to talk about our 

partnership with West Basin and what they have going on with 

turf replacement. There's the rain barrel program, there is 

water conservation devices, rebates and all those things. So, we 

get the messages out from time to time. And those messages are 
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going to increase and become more intensive as we're working to 

meet the new regulatory requirements that we have.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: And I'm sure with our building codes, 

it does call for low water use. Type of, what do you want to 

call them? Devices in the house.  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Yes, water saving devices. 

Faucets and aerators and things like that.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay.  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: And toilets. Yeah.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you, Councilmember Charelian.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yeah, thank you, Mayor. I 

just wanted to echo colleagues, a few of my colleagues 

indicated, which was just making sure our residents know that 

we're in a good place when it comes to water and tracking this. 

And yes, we do these every five years. It's best practice. We do 

this to make sure we're falling in line and we can be able to 

get draft, we can get grants and we can get other things from 

the water district. And I think Jeff Page, you mentioned it, 

that the local groundwater we pump ourselves, I think we do more 

than our share. So, if something was to happen, and we also have 

Peck Reservoir, and when that came online, I think there was a 

water tasting somewhere when we turned these switches on and, 

and we're still all here. So, we, we took the first sips out of 

that. So, you know, I, you know, I appreciate I have no 
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comments, but this is, glad we're being proactive and I know you 

guys are looking at the gauge at all times and I know there's an 

El Nino being tracked as well. I'm sure you both know that. So 

that's it. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, great. Thank you. I'd like to 

open up questions, public comments.  

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEFAN KUMPA: Stefan Kumpa here once 

again representing our public. I just want to make sure I got 

it, got it straight. I heard that we're going to try to reduce 

our consumption level, you know, from 55 per person to 45, some 

number, I forget exactly what it is maybe clarify it. I just 

want to understand is that just because just going to be done 

through communications and encouraging people and rebates, or is 

there other enforcement structures that are going to take place 

to make sure that happens? I'd like to get that clarified, 

please.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you. Anybody else in council 

chambers? No. How about online?  

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MATSON: No requests on Zoom.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so I'll close public comments 

and comments, please. No comments. Okay, so.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Well, I was going to say, could 

we get an answer or. I think that Mr. Page wants to, you know, 

have an answer or something correct.  
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UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Yeah. So, when conservation 

efforts first started back in the day, they were really focused 

on outdoor consumption plants and, you know, lawns in 

particular. That's why we have the turf replacement program. So, 

but now, you know, a lot of effort has been spent in that area, 

but now we're focusing on indoor water usage. And so, it's been 

about over a year now that we partnered with the Department of 

Water Resources on their program to place these devices on the 

water meters that could segregate indoor water usage versus 

external water usage. And it does it somehow, it picks up the 

vibrations. There's different frequencies that it picks up when 

it is going indoor. I can't explain it all, but. So, we have 100 

of those out there in the city and we're gathering the data and 

so we can follow up with some more information on that later. As 

far as what we find, as far as the, you know, indoor usage in 

gallons per day per capita. I don't know if this hopefully 

answers the question and we can expand that later if we want to.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: I think just, if I understand 

Stefan's question, I think more just in line of like the kinds 

of incentives or water restrictions that are going on. We 

currently do not have any water restrictions, right? We 

currently, as a city, don't have. I know that when we've had 

drought spells, we've had restrictions on when you can water 

Page 52 of 88



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

your lawn, but currently we don't have anything like that 

ongoing, correct?  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Well, in 2021, we enacted the 

stage one water shortage. And then in 2022, upon the guidance of 

the state, we enacted the stage two water shortage, in which we 

are still in that. So, we never made the declaration that we 

were going to come out of stage two.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Can you share what those 

restrictions are at the stage two?  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Yeah. So, here's kind of the 

truncated version. No landscape watering with potable water 

unless a time sprinkler system is installed, watering is done 

with a hand, or watering is done with a handheld device. 

Landscape watering with potable water shall be limited to two 

times per week for not more than 15 minutes per watering zone 

from 6pm on Wednesday and 9am the following Thursday and 6pm on 

Saturday and 9am on the following Sunday, so.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Okay. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So, I had a further question. I mean, 

you know, I've lived here, you know, in, in the house that we're 

in now, I think 36 years, not once has anybody in the city come 

by and said, you need to, you know, let's talk about how we can 

reduce water, you know, consumption. Is there any, you know, 
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assertive outgoing effort, you know, to go literally door to 

door or lawn to lawn?  

UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: We don't have that, but we 

have the advanced metering infrastructure that we placed a few 

years back and it monitors water use and if it notices there's a 

problem, say something is running for a long, long time, it'll 

get flagged in our system and then we reach out to the customer. 

So, we do door hangers and then we follow up with a phone call 

or a visit to the premise, and then we actually help them 

determine what it could be.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So, we actually experienced that we 

had a large increase in our water and realized that we got a new 

server and the landscape controller is on the Internet and then 

when we switched out, it just lost all the, all that prior 

programming. So, for about a period of about two months, we saw 

the water usage go up. But I'm just wondering, so in the, you 

know, for new homes, do we, I mean, how far can we go to, you 

know, requesting that they consider, you know, drought tolerant 

vegetation and everything? I mean, is there some. Because that's 

a point of contact with the homeowner or the developer and the, 

and the homeowner, you know, to try to get serious about, you 

know, limiting the amount of grass and water consuming 

vegetation.  
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UTILITIES MANAGER PAGE: Right. Yeah, I guess that's 

something that we could look into our code itself and maybe 

that's something that we would think of to, to enact and us, the 

staff, we can come up with recommendations that we, that we find 

out there that might be able to be implemented.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. All right, great. Anybody else? 

Questions?  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I see that there is a motion 

that's being made and I just in advance of the motion, I would 

be interested in the projected increase water utilization 

because of multi-tenant projects, even with conservation 

measures which are mandated by state building code requirements, 

of course, for new units. But I'd like to know that. And then I 

also would welcome information about the collection of water 

that goes into the metropolitan water mix because of all that 

we're reading about the Colorado River basin and its depletion 

of water supplies. Thank you.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I think that'd be. I just 

support all of that. Like, you know, its direction, not a 

motion. But yeah, I do think that the, while conservation may 

balance out some of the increased usage, I'd like to. It's 

important for us as a city to know the impact that those 

multifamily projects will have.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you.  
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so we have a motion moved by 

Councilmember Charelian, to which is.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yes, thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: I'm sorry, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 

Tarnay.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor. Adopting 

resolution 26-64 and 26-65.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Ask for the vote, please.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Excellent.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, not to ruin a world record, but 

does anybody want to take a break? Because.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I’m good.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: We’re all good? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yep.  

18. CONDUCT PUBLIC HEARING AND CONSIDER INTRODUCING AN ORDINANCE 

AMENDING SECTIONS OF THE MANHATTAN BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE AND THE 

MANHATTAN BEACH LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM TO IMPLEMENT PROGRAMS 

OUTLINED IN THE CITY'S 6TH CYCLE HOUSING ELEMENT AND MAKING A 

DETERMINATION OF EXEMPTION PURSUANT TO THE CALIFORNIA 

ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, great. So, let's move on to item 

number 18. Conduct a public hearing and consider introducing an 
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ordinance amending sections of the Manhattan Beach Municipal 

code and the Manhattan Beach local coastal program, etc.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: Right. Well, 

good evening, Mayor Franklin, and members of the city Council. 

Masa Alkire, Community Development Director. Maricela Guillen, 

Associate Planner Maricela Guillen will be providing tonight's 

staff report. But before she gets started, I just want to make a 

couple comments. This is an ordinance that is I would 

characterize as a tune up ordinance. It comes out of our six-

cycle housing element, which is our current housing element, the 

housing element includes implementation programs. These were 

policy decisions made that HCD reviewed and were committed to in 

our housing element. And I would characterize this batch as an 

omnibus action of various odds and ends that are minor policy 

amendments to our code and the result of this would be a code 

that is compliant with existing state laws on the books. So, 

with that in mind, here's the staff report.  

ASSOCIATE PLANNER GUILLEN: Good evening, Mayor 

Franklin and members of City Council. Maricela Guillen, 

Associate Planner. Tonight we'll be introducing an ordinance 

amending sections of the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code and 

Manhattan Beach Local Coastal Program to implement programs 

outlined in the six city's six cycle Housing Element and making 

a determination of exemption pursuant to the California 
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Environmental Quality Act. So, by a bit of background, in 

September of 2022 City Council adopted this six-cycle housing 

element and in July of 2023, the California Department of 

Housing Community Development, also referred to as HCD, 

certified the City's Housing element. Implementation of the 

Housing Element programs is state mandated, and certain programs 

require code amendments to Title 10 or the Manhattan Beach 

Municipal Code, also known as MBMC and the Manhattan Beach Local 

Coastal Program, also known as the MBLCP. In March 2023 and 

April of 2025, code amendments were adopted to implement various 

programs in the housing element. In February of 2026, a study 

session was conducted where the Planning Commission requested 

additional review and development standards for manufactured 

homes be considered, as well as more information on licensing 

and permitting requirements for supportive housing. This slide 

identifies all five programs that the proposed code amendments 

aim to address. Each of these five Housing Element programs' 

objectives and associated proposed zoning amendments will be 

discussed in greater detail. Program one relates to accessory 

dwelling units or ADUs. In order to comply with the program's 

objective, the ADU ordinance must comply with the latest state 

ADU law. After the City adopted the ADU ordinance in April of 

2025, it was submitted to HCD for review. As proposed ADU 

regulations have been updated to incorporate HCD's comments on 
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the city's adopted ordinance. Development standards and 

procedures have also been updated to ensure consistency with 

recent state law requirements. The following sections have 

either been modified, added, or repealed to address Program 1. 

The next program, Program 17, relates to manufactured housing. 

This program's objective is to ensure manufactured housing is 

treated in the same manner as conventional single-family homes 

in line with state law. The proposed amendments would allow 

manufactured homes in all zoning districts that allow for single 

family residential uses. We also added a mobile home park 

definition and updated zoning use charts to permit mobile home 

parks through a use permit in all residential zoning districts 

which is consistent with state law requirements. After receiving 

Planning Commission feedback, additional research and review was 

conducted. The certificate of compatibility requirement and most 

of the architectural design criteria existing in the 

manufactured home section of the code does not apply currently 

to conventional single-family residences, so those were removed 

to comply with state law provisions. However, the Building and 

Safety Division ensures that manufactured homes are certified by 

the Department of Housing and Urban Development or HUD. Building 

and safety permits are required for foundation work and all 

utility hookups. These sections were either added and repealed 

in order to satisfy this program. Program 23 relates to 
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preserving housing capacity. The objective of this program is to 

preserve the city's housing stock by preventing the loss of 

housing units. This amendment eliminates the current allowance 

for adjoining parcels under common ownership to be developed as 

a single site when one parcel contains a detached accessory 

structure. The following sections were modified in order to 

comply with these program requirements. Program 25 relates to 

Reasonable Accommodation. This program's objective is to 

streamline reasonable accommodation procedures in compliance 

with the Fair Housing Act as proposed. All requests would be 

reviewed and granted directly by the Director of Community 

Development and Planning Commission. Discretionary review would 

be removed. In addition, objective criteria and clear findings 

were also added. And these following sections were either 

modified to address this program as well. Program 28 relates to 

specialized housing types. This program aims to reduce 

regulatory barriers by streamlining the review process for 

special housing types in a manner that is consistent with state 

law. Emergency shelters would remain a by right use in the 

public and semipublic district and industrial park zones. 

Supportive housing would be established as a by right 

residential use in residential and non-residential zones which 

allow for multifamily uses. Supportive housing is generally a 

long-term housing solution which can provide medical or mental 
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health services that would require state licensing or 

certification. Low barrier navigation centers would be defined 

and permitted as a by right use in mixed use and non-residential 

zones which already allow for multifamily uses residential care 

facilities that serve seven or more persons would be allowed in 

additional residential zones which would include objective and 

specific use permit findings to improve predictability and just 

generally definitions and parking standards were also updated 

where applicable for each special housing type to be consistent 

with state law requirements. The following sections are proposed 

to be revised as well as these sections either to be revised or 

added to satisfy this program. Minor code clarification and 

cleanups were included as part of this code amendment effort. 

Some of those include correcting prior code omissions by 

reinstating SB9 unit developments in the land use table. This 

ensures consistency with state law and earlier adopted 

ordinances. This is a technical cleanup, and no new policy is 

being proposed as part of this minor cleanup. And second, 

revising timing requirements to require recordation of an 

affordable housing agreement for density bonus apartment 

projects prior to certificate of occupancy rather than at 

building permit issuance. These following sections are proposed 

to be revised to implement the code clarification efforts. As 

part of public outreach for this code amendment, the Planning 
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Commission conducted a study session on February 25th and a 

public hearing on April 22nd. A public notice was published in 

the Beach Reporter on May 1st, and interested parties in the 

California Coastal Commission were also notified via email. 

Notice was posted at City Hall and other city facilities. The 

item was rescheduled to the June 16 meeting, and no public 

comments were received as part of this item. The proposed 

amendments have been determined to be statutorily exempt from 

the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to section 

21080.085 of the Public Resources Code. Staff recommends that 

City Council conduct a public hearing and introduce an ordinance 

to amend the MBMC system and the MBLCP to implement five 

programs outlined in the city's housing element. This concludes 

staff's presentation. We're available to answer any questions 

that you may have. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, colleagues?  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: And I just 

wanted to conclude with saying like none of this directly 

affects the ROD. These are sort of associated, you know, housing 

element programs not directly having anything to do with the 

ROD. And just as we do want to true up our local regulations so 

they're consistent with state law, we made that commitment in 

the housing element and there are some outsized sort of 

implications if we don't do this. I mean including, HCD asking 
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us about our housing element commitments and potentially 

decertification if they found that as an appropriate reason.  

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: The only thing I'll add to 

that is that most of these programs because they're already in 

state law and state law supersedes. At the end of the day, it 

doesn't matter what our local zoning code says because state law 

will still supersede. It's just that they want us to clean it up 

so everything lines up so it's easier for the user.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Councilmember Lesser.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you Maricela for your 

report. And this is a question either for you or for you Masa 

based on an exchange email exchange we had in advance of tonight 

related to program 23, the preserving of housing capacity or as 

it's known under state law, no net loss. In particular, what I 

wanted to better understand for residents is if an owner of one 

parcel buys the parcel next to them. And this is an actual case 

study in my neighborhood where there are two 25-foot lots where 

one property owner couple bought the lot next door. Tell me how 

this proposed code section would restrict their ability to have 

accessory structures on the adjacent lot. This is section post 

section 10.52.050. Can you give some examples of what residents 

can do now, although I recognize state law preempts, as the City 

Manager just mentioned, and what this code amendment would 

restrict? 
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ASSOCIATE PLANNER GUILLEN: Sure. So, I can speak to 

the existing section of the code that is as part of this 

amendment is being repealed. So, under MBMC 1052050, accessory 

structures such as pools, athletic courts, covered patios, and 

pool cabanas are permitted on parcels adjacent to parcels 

containing a single-family home. As part of the proposed 

amendment, as long as a lot has a primary residence, no 

accessory structures would be prohibited. So, in the situation 

that you described, essentially, we would say that a small 

residential unit would be placed on that parcel and you would 

still be able to use that lot for any recreational amenities 

such as those accessory structures that I listed would be 

available still that you could utilize on that lot.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: So, confirm what that structure 

must contain in order to be compliant. It must have restroom, it 

must have a kitchen, it must have a bedroom. I mean, what are we 

talking about? That's what I'm trying to.  

ASSOCIATE PLANNER GUILLEN: It would need to be a 

residential unit. The city currently does not have a square 

footage minimum for residential unit size. So, it would be up to 

the property owner and based on zoning as well as building and 

safety regulations to ensure that that unit, however small or 

large it would be, would comply with applicable safety and 

zoning standards.  
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COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Years ago, I worked on the 

mansionization ordinance to try and limit the scale of new 

developments. And there was a restriction on the number of lots 

that could be merged. No more than two. But under that concept, 

the idea was to promote more open space back in the day here 

with this requirement, and again, it might have already been 

preempted by state law. You cannot build over again, two skinny 

lots you cannot build regardless of their size. You cannot build 

a structure over those two lots. Is that correct?  

ASSOCIATE PLANNER GUILLEN: There's a subdivision act 

that prohibits any sort of construction in between lots. You 

would either have to do some sort of formal merging or some lot 

tie in order for that for a building to be constructed across 

property lines.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: And I'm sorry, one last 

question. Can that still occur under this Provision? That's what 

I'm seeking to clarify.  

ASSOCIATE PLANNER GUILLEN: Speaking to the 

mansionization efforts that were in previous, was it a few a 

decade or so ago? So, I would say depending on the zone and the 

location of a given lots, it may be more difficult to formally 

merge two lots together because as part of the mansionization 

effort, maximum lot size requirements were also added to the 

code. So, when a prospective person looking to merge two lots 

Page 65 of 88



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

comes to the city, we take a look at what those minimum and 

maximum lot sizes would be for that specific zone, that specific 

area, and then from there, we could determine if it would be 

appropriate, based on current zoning regulations, for the 

maximum lot size, if that would be feasible.  

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: If I may, shed some 

additional light on that?  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, go for it. Because I want 

to add follow up. Go ahead.  

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: So, the impetus to this 

proposed amendment that's in front of you, this particular one, 

is the state's no net loss regulations. And so, if you had two 

properties next to each other, both with single family 

residences, and they both get purchased by the same property 

owner, then that property owner demolishes that residence so 

that they can just fence it off and make a larger backyard for 

themselves. You have now eliminated a housing unit that was 

otherwise providing a housing opportunity for someone. And so 

that is what this particular amendment is trying to address. 

It's trying to prevent the opportunity for eliminating housing 

units that could otherwise serve a residential purpose.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Exactly. Thank you.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I was just going to say that I 

appreciate all of your expertise and your technical knowledge. I 
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think that Councilmember Lesser was trying to point out, because 

this has been a pretty. We live in a wonderful community where 

many people do this. Many, many people have done this, where 

they, you know, buy the lot next to them. God bless them. You 

know, there's, there's a Meadow on 6th street, you know, like 

next to a big house that somebody bought. So, what you were 

saying is, well, sure, you could have a pool, but you still have 

to have a residence. But that's not what people are looking to 

do. Doesn't matter. I mean, the law is the law. And this is, 

again, to reiterate, this is not Manhattan Beach zoning or, 

sorry, you know, community development office saying, oh, we 

think this is a good idea. You're saying, we do think it's a 

good idea so that we can comply with the state law. But that is 

what the state law is now saying that there could be no net 

loss. So, I really appreciate you bringing that up. That's all.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Were you going to go ahead. Go ahead.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: No, I'll wait.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. So, so I have a question back on 

slide 15. And just another a quick question about what we've 

just been discussing. So, it seems like the state is again, you 

know, coming in and forcing us to do all these changes to our 

local zoning that we've had for quite a while. And so, I guess, 

I don't know, I just want to verify that, that the state is 
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bringing in new requirements that we didn't have before. Is that 

correct?  

ASSOCIATE PLANNER GUILLEN: There are state 

requirements that are touching on these code amendments, and 

it's also outlined in the city certified housing element. So as 

part of the housing element, these work efforts were identified 

and these code amendments reflect what the housing element 

certified, which reflects state law requirements.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Alright. Okay, so going to, thank you, 

and going to slide 15. So, where it says proposed amendments 

maintain emergency shelters as a by right use in public and then 

also establish supportive housing as a by right residential use. 

So is a supportive housing. Can you give me some examples of 

what supportive housing is?  

ASSOCIATE PLANNER GUILLEN: So supportive housing, and 

I also pulled this from the HCD website, is a permanent rental 

housing linked to a range of support services that are designed 

to enable residents to maintain stable housing and to lead 

fuller lives. So supportive housing currently is, was added to 

residential zones in all of our residential zones and as well as 

in the commercial zones that allow for multifamily residential 

uses.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so supportive is meaning 

support, like low to medium income housing or?  
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I can take this one. The 

word supportive simply reflects that in addition to the housing 

component of the building, they also have services that they 

provide to those residents to try to transition them to a more 

successful life. So that's what the supportive refers to. It's 

the services that are provided within the housing. So, there 

could be a management office. Within that management office, 

they'll have someone who could offer them help with their resume 

or offer them help with job searches to try to transition them 

into more successful life.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, do we have examples of that now? 

Is that? 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Not in the city. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: No. Okay. Alright, so is that like 

applied to like halfway houses and you know, rehab services, 

things like that?  

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: That's a different. That 

would be a different classification. I'd have to look to see 

what that is.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, great. Thank you, Mayor Pro Tem 

Tarnay.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Thank you. Thanks, Maricela. I 

just want to know, do we have, just in reviewing the proposed 

changes, and I understand we're just trying to put ourselves in 
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compliance with the state's requirements so that we're not in 

violation and exposed to potential liability. But in the actual 

changes that are being proposed, do we currently have any 

projects or parcels where these changes directly affect 

currently?  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: No, we don't. 

No one's going to come in, I would say to apply for a mobile 

home park.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Yeah. Okay.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: Yeah.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Any other questions colleagues? I'll 

open up public comments.  

PUBLIC COMMENTER LUCIA LA ROSA AMES: Hi, so my name is 

Lucia La Rosa Ames. I'm a resident of Manhattan Beach and I want 

to say good evening and mayor and Councilmembers, I do recognize 

the city is legally compelled to update its code and, but we 

must not give up a single inch of local control beyond what the 

Sacramento state strictly requires. And I am specifically 

thinking about low barrier navigation center, and the precise 

wording of this text is our community only shield that we have 

how we worded the ordinance. So, I urge the council to protect 

the public interest by securing explicit answers and 

modification of these following fronts. First mandate an 
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emergency revision like a sunset clause because currently the 

federal housing policy under HUD is rolling back the housing 

first model which is what the navigation center are using and 

restricting funding due to accountability issues. And also, 

locally the LA county voted to restructure its own homelessness 

oversight away from LASA. If state mandate like AB101 which is 

the one that you are trying to comply shifts or face successful 

legal challenges which federal government has promised, this 

ordinance must include a strict sunset trigger that 

automatically restores full local discretion authority to 

Manhattan Beach. Then I will suggest that you tighten the 

objective security standard because the ordinance now requires a 

security plan. But a plan is just paper and so I wonder does our 

tax explicitly mandates a minimum legally binding ratio of 

licensed on-site security guards per occupant? If not, we are 

abdicating our local police power and then enforce aggressive 

nuisance protocols to prevent neighborhood disruptions. Because 

you know it's housing first model means that the occupants do 

not have to the customers do not have to accept services and 

this can create neighborhood disruptions because they may have 

mental illness or drug addiction. So, the tax must clearly 

dictate any outdoor uncontained trash loitering. Adhesion to a 

facility constitutes a zoning violation and is subject to 

administrative citations or the revocation of the operating 
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certificate. And then I will say cap the footprint to absolute 

legal minimum. The state only forces by right access in 

commercial zones already permitted for multifamily housing and 

we must have a public verification on the record tonight the, 

our zoning map overlay does not accidentally drift in 

Radiation's industrial, residential or public use district. 

Thank you so much for your consideration.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Thank you.  

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEFAN KUMPA: Good evening once again 

Stefan Kumpa. Could you bring up page 44 of the red line version 

for me to share with a city council? This is in regard to the 

support of housing. I just want to make sure I know you guys are 

kind of stuck in a weird spot here with a state kind of dragging 

us down, but I think it's important that you guys see this red 

line text if you haven't seen it yet. And it, it kind of says in 

B, it says up to 50 units permitted by right. It basically says 

supportive housing development with up to 50 units shall be 

permitted by right in all zones where multifamily and mixed-use 

residential developments are permitted through a non-

discretionary zoning clearance. So just be aware it's saying 

yeah, they can go do this right. So, we don't have control as a 

city. Then it also says here if the supporting housing 

development is located within 1/2 mile of a public transit stop, 

the units intended for occupancy by support of housing residents 
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shall not be subject to any minimum parking requirement. Okay, 

so that's another add on for us. Then, it says 100% of the units 

excluding managers units within the development are restricted 

to lower income households and are receiving or will receive 

public funding or ensure housing is affordable to lower income 

households. Be interesting to know how we're going to control 

that, how that's going to be managed. It does say there's 

mandated how much for area in here as well. But if you, I 

encourage you guys to read this before you approve it. And 

interesting enough, we don't define supportive services in this 

document but we refer to the state's definition which is what I 

got was supportive services include but are not limited to a 

combination of subsidized permanent housing, intensive case 

management, medical and mental health care, substance abuse 

treatment, employment services and benefits advocacy. Mixed 

feelings on this one, guys because you know my wife and MB SAFE 

is trying to address our homeless issues. We need low-income 

housing and service areas to address this. But this could allow 

quite a few of these to develop in our area and I just want to 

make sure you guys are aware of that. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you. Okay, anybody else in 

chambers. How about online?  

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MATSON: No requests on Zoom.  

Page 73 of 88



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you. Colleagues? Comments? 

Well, actually I, I have a follow up question with regards to 

the Metro stop requirement. As I understand that does not impact 

us because it doesn't fall within our zone.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: The closest 

metro stop is the Douglas station in El Segundo, a half mile 

from that just captures few parcels on Rosecrans and those are 

those large parcels just directly the south side of Rosecrans. 

And I think that there are multifamily projects that have 

applied for those sites.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so, but, but it's not, it's not 

adjacent to residential homes?  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: No, the only 

area within that half-mile radius are on Rosecrans.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, and is there, so what properties 

are there now?  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: Kinecta. I’m 

trying to think. Yeah.  

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Starting from the former 

Fisker building. I think it's 1880 Rosecrans or 1800 Rosecrans 

and then a few parcels south, west of that. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: Including the 

shopping center parcels there that are --. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Bristol Farms. 
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: -- are active 

shopping center.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: All right, thank you. Colleagues? 

Councilmember Lesser. 

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I wanted to follow up with some 

of the comments we received from the public. And that is where 

we have discretion and where we don't. Where state law now 

mandates some of these provisions and where they don't. And 

whereas was mentioned in the presentation where we're seeking to 

ensure that our housing element as adopted is consistent with 

state law. So, I'm not sure who's best able to answer that 

question based on what we've heard. We've heard everything from 

potentially a sunset clause. Do we have the ability to enact 

that? Obviously, we need to talk about in what context if a 

state mandate were withdrawn related to low affordable housing I 

guess is the better term. And then also, as was just mentioned, 

to support, support multi-tenant projects in a multi-tenant 

zone, to what extent do we have discretion in parsing through 

some of these provisions as they're presented here?  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: I would say 

that the approach taken by staff was to meet the state minimum 

standards. So that's, that's what you're seeing before you. We 

are just trying to get into compliance with state laws. As far 

as those state laws changing, of course we can come back and 
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modify this, you know, a very good opportunity to do that as 

we're getting near the end of this housing element cycle. And we 

can, you know, vet whatever state laws are on the books when we 

go into the seventh cycle and if they dial back on these things, 

we can dial back on these programs in the seventh cycle housing 

element.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Is there a choice not to adopt 

these at all?  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: I mean that is 

an option, but we will not be standing by the commitments that 

we made as an agency in the sixth cycle housing element. And you 

know, these are the rules on the books as far as the state goes. 

And all we're trying to do is match them. So, there might not be 

that much benefit to that.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: Thank you. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: And --. 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Councilmember Howorth.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Oh, go ahead. I'd like the City 

Manager to respond.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, I'm sorry. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: And, and just to add what 

Director Alkire just said to remind the Council, if we're not in 

compliance with our housing element, that triggers a whole other 

set of repercussions from the state, including losing our 
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permitting authority. If they were to decertify our housing 

element because of this, we would lose our permitting authority, 

potentially through a court order and the Attorney General, we 

could open ourselves to not just litigation from the state 

itself, but also third-party litigation that could cost us a 

significant amount of money.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: That was going to be my follow 

up. When you say yes, that's an option, but, like, the specific 

ramifications of which are pretty dire.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: Yes.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And I appreciate the question 

that you asked, like, where's our discretion? Do we have 

discretion? And it was very helpful to hear staff really scrub 

this to make it to just get to the minimum point where we would 

be in compliance, at least in compliance. And I think that 

that's an important point. I mean, so thank you. Yeah, that's my 

question or whatnot.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Anybody else comment? Mayor Pro 

Tem Tarnay.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. I just 

want to commend staff for being proactive and ensuring that 

we're in compliance with state law. I know it feels like we, by 

updating our plan that we are allowing the state to continue to 

take more power away from us. But as I understand it, by what's 
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been presented, we're doing what we can to ensure, to the extent 

possible, that we do maintain some local control. Because being 

out of compliance means we lose all control. And so there are 

things, as Councilmember Lesser has brought up, there are things 

we can do and there are things we can't do. And I just hope our 

residents and people who are listening understand that this 

isn't us acquiescing to everything that the state is requiring 

but ensuring that we're in compliance. We're doing what we're. 

We have to do legally so that we can maintain as much local 

control as possible. So, I appreciate the work that's being 

done. I know it's not easy to do this work, especially when you 

hear from residents who are upset that we don't have the control 

that we need to maintain our city in the way that, you know, we 

want to grow our city. So, I appreciate the work. Thank you.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Councilmember Charelian.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor, and 

Director Alkire. I do appreciate you the first comments that 

before you kicked off the presentation, just, you know, letting 

us and the community know that this is. We're bringing this up 

as a tune up. I think you mentioned it was a tune up to our 

cycle six in the draft attachment. I mean, we can't cherry pick 

what we want and what we don't want off that. It's in compliance 

with HCD. And if we don't, there's all these other repercussions 

or violations. And this is an amendment to our municipal code 
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and our LCP. So, I guess my only question would be, and thank 

you for, you know, clarifying all those things for us to comply 

with state law. One of the residents, not Stefan, the other one 

that came up to speak, she had a whole bunch of things to say in 

the sense of there was a lot of questions. I couldn't write them 

all down. Is there like an overview that answer that you can 

give to some of those things? Just so, you know, we listen to 

all our residents.  

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: You know, I 

think my understanding of sort of the current situation with the 

housing first policies of various agencies in the area there, 

that is sort of a point of contention. If that is reflected in 

state law in the future, we can come back. And I think that's, 

you know, and yeah.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you. That's all I have.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: It's just a really difficult 

situation. We, many of us, have invested our family fortunes, 

our family, you know, time and effort, design and everything in 

the homes that we treasure. This is a severe and, in some cases, 

acrimonious interference with our local housing. It's worth to 

push against it. There's opportunities out there to push against 

it. I encourage people to seek those out and let your voices be 

heard. We just went through voting. There's another place where 

you can go ahead and make your voices be heard. This is an 
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egregious invasion of our property rights that we have enjoyed 

here in Manhattan Beach and, you know, and sympathize with other 

cities as well. To some cities, this is welcome because it helps 

encourage development. But developers tend to want to go to 

places that are nice places to live. We all know that about 

Manhattan Beach and our neighbors. So, pay attention. Help when 

you can, volunteer when you can. This is what the law is now. 

That's not to say that laws can't be changed, you know, in the 

future, but it takes hard work and it takes. You just can't look 

at everything as one size fits all. I mean, because California 

is a very diverse state, has a lot of different types of cities 

and towns and things like that. Do we want affordable housing? 

Of course. You know, and I've said from this dais many times, 

there are. There's affordable housing in California. It just is 

not at the beach. And that's where everybody seems, you know, to 

want to live, as most of us probably decided, too, when we made 

the decision to move to Manhattan Beach. But it's not possible, 

you know, to do it for everyone. So just get involved, be aware, 

help out where you can, and hopefully we'll find some leadership 

to address this situation. Councilmember Howorth.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. And 

I think, really, I think we're all saying very valid. Different 

parts of, I don't think, you can sit down. Don’t you think he 

can sit down? 
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MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yes, thank you.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Go for it. I came here just to 

say that. No, I mean, there's a lot of different aspects to this 

issue, not necessarily this public hearing. You know, it is, as 

Councilmember Charelian mentioned, we need to be in compliance 

with state law. We simply have to be, I don't want to put any, 

our community, our city in any kind of decertification process. 

I don't want to put us in the way of a major lawsuit that not 

one has been won. I'm not saying we shouldn't fight or, you 

know, shouldn't try to make a difference in different ways, but 

I don't think it would be responsible to not support this. And 

as you know, our mayor said, "You know, we all want more 

affordable housing." And the thing is, I mean, you're getting a 

few units of affordable housing, and you're getting lots and 

lots of other housing. So, to me, it doesn't really. It doesn't 

really fix the affordability issue in the state. I'll just state 

my opinion. However, I do believe we need to be in compliance 

with state law. And I think staff, staff is doing a great job. I 

think you really scrubbed through this in such a technical 

manner with an attention to detail to try to get us in 

compliance. And I just want to encourage our staff. You know, I 

agree. I wish there could be, you know, different laws, and 

maybe there's other efforts that we can work towards. But I also 

know our staff has heard us loudly and clearly, and I'm pretty 
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sure that when folks come and want to build here, I think staff 

is working with them to get a project that is, you know, 

profitable. Right? It's, you know, individual property rights. 

You want that to happen, but also maybe, you know, positive for 

the community. That's one thing we can do. I think, you know, if 

you're, if you're a smart developer, you want people to like 

your project, right? I hope. I hope that's what they think. 

Anyway, I've said a lot. I just, I wanted to say I have to vote 

because I. It would be irresponsible for me not to. But I hear 

the frustration that people are expressing. So, I have seconded 

the motion.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, Mayor Pro Tem Tarnay.  

MAYOR PRO TEM TARNAY: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. And again, 

I just want to reiterate that I am. I have a motion on the floor 

to introduce ordinance number 26-0009. And primarily because I 

want to make sure that we're in compliance with state mandate 

and to retain as much local control as we can. So, and I'll 

defer to our City Attorney to read the whole ordinance.  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes. And so there was a second.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: There was a second by Councilmember 

Howorth.  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: I'll read the title. Ordinance 

number 26-0009, an ordinance of the city of Manhattan Beach 

amending Title 10 of the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code and 
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chapter A of the Manhattan Beach Local Coastal Program to 

implement several programs outlined in the city's six cycle 

housing element.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Call for the vote.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 4 - 1. Mayor 

Franklin voting no.  

K. GENERAL BUSINESS 

L. CITY COUNCIL REQUESTS AND REPORTS INCLUDING AB 1234 REPORTS 

19. CITY COUNCIL AB 1234 REPORTS 

20. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH AND 

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER TO DISCUSS THE ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

MEETING AGENDA AS IT PERTAINS TO THE PROCESS FOR PULLING ITEMS 

FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR FOR INDIVIDUAL CONSIDERATION 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so we move on to item K, general 

business. Seeing nothing there, we will, we will go, we will go 

to item L, county city, city council requests, and reports, 

including AB 1234. Seeing none. Number, item number 20. And so, 

do we have, do we have a staff report on this?  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yeah, I can give you a very 

brief staff report. And then since this is part of the three-

step process that we can hear from the Councilmembers who 

brought this to our attention two weeks ago. So pursuant to our 

three-step process, the council has the opportunity to add items 

onto the agenda. In this particular case, there was a speaker 
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that talked about the order of the agenda. And so, two 

Councilmembers wanted to bring us back to the city council to 

discuss the order of the agenda, in particular the approval of 

the agenda and the consent calendar.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. Do we have any questions?  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I do. This was a proposal, I 

believe, by Councilmember Howorth that I seconded to be able to 

talk about. And it's here with the context of whether there 

would be a third to move it forward or maybe just to clarify 

what the current practice is, because as you, Mr. City Attorney 

mentioned, there was a hat wondered, wait a minute, if we're 

approving the agenda at the beginning of the meeting, if a 

member of the public then subsequently comes in and has a 

question about an item that's on the consent calendar, how do we 

go about hearing that item? So, I want to confirm what the 

process would be, what the practice is to comply with the Brown 

Act. I believe it has to do with going back and reconsidering 

the Approval of the agenda. Is that right? Or why don't you go 

through what the practice is currently, even though it's a 

little cumbersome and confusing.  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: So, once again, and this is. 

This was adopted by various resolutions, most recently in 2018. 

So, the process is the City Council will consider approval of 

the agenda, at which time they'll consider pulling is the word. 
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But removing items from the consent calendar for individual 

consideration. That provides the public an opportunity to know, 

hey, when I get up to speak before the consent calendar, I'll 

have another opportunity to speak at a later time with respect 

to items that were pulled, if the items are not pulled, their 

one opportunity to talk about the entire consent calendar is 

they'll have three minutes right before the consent calendar, 

right before the, during public comment. Right before the 

consent calendar, if the item is pulled, they'll have a second 

opportunity. Depending on the number of items pulled, they may 

have a second, third, and a fourth opportunity to speak. There 

have been times, and this is where Councilmember Lesser was 

asking, there are times when, after the approval of the agenda, 

a person may come up and say, "I really would like you to spend 

more time discussing a particular item." And then a 

Councilmember would agree and make a motion to reconsider the 

approval of the agenda. If there's a second. If that motion 

passes, then the council approves the agenda with the exception 

of that particular item. So that's the current practice. It's 

been developed over at least 15 years, and we've had different 

variations depending on the Brown Act. And the Brown Act gets 

amended, and occasionally we've had to amend our agenda in 

compliance with the Brown Act.  

Page 85 of 88



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Understood. Any other questions, open 

up for public comment here in chamber. Okay. How about online?  

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MATSON: No requests on Zoom.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, so.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I don't need. I mean, I think 

that based on what our City Attorney has said, I withdraw, you 

know, my interest. And I, so it's not actually an item that we 

need to discuss.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I agree. I think it's worthwhile 

to have had this exercise to clarify what – 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Always. 

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: --the process is because it is 

cumbersome. But maybe we want to encourage members of the public 

to speak and know that there is a process for hearing an item 

that's on consent if, in fact, there's a question that's raised.  

M. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you. So, no further 

direction on that. M, future agenda items. So, I have one. We're 

going through the budget process and we're asking staff to. To 

find ways to, you know, save, save money and because there's a 

structural deficit. So, I think that we, as a council, should do 

the same thing and try to find ways that we can cut expenses. 

So, what I propose is that we limit ourselves to two conferences 

a year per council person so that we can save that money.  
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COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: You're asking that that come 

back for further discussion?  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Yeah. 

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: I'm happy to second that.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay, great. Thank you. City Manager 

report, Item N.  

N. CITY MANAGER REPORT 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Thank you. This evening I 

just wanted to announce for the council and the public the 

council will be going dark on September 1st, Tuesday, September 

1st this year for a summer break per se. So, I just wanted to 

let the community know early on that we will not be having a 

council meeting on that day. And I will repeat this during 

future City Manager reports to make sure everybody knows.  

O. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Great, terrific. And oh, City Attorney 

report.  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, I'd like to thank all the 

Councilmembers for going to the education foundation's wine 

auction. I hope you all had a good time. I saw all five of you. 

And that's it. That's my only report.  

COUNCILMEMBER LESSER: But not speaking with one 

another in violation of any. 
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CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Of course, you sitting at 

different tables. And there were no Brown Act violations.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And for Quinn for all has 

supported the schools for so long, it's really remarkable.  

P. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

21. AGENDA FORECAST 

22. COMMISSION MINUTES 

Q. CLOSED SESSION 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: So, item P, informational items. 

Seeing none. I don't quite understand. So, the closed session, 

item Q.  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: There's nothing on the actual 

agenda. We keep it there just in case.  

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Oh, okay.  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Like for instance, if the 5:30 

meeting or the 5 o'clock meeting gets continued, that's the time 

we would resume the closed session.  

R. ADJOURNMENT 

MAYOR FRANKLIN: Okay. And so, we're going to adjourn 

to the regular. We're going to adjourn to the meeting to an 

adjourned regular meeting on Tuesday, July 7, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. 
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