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Patricia Matson, CMC

From: Maura O'Neill <maura@betterneighborsla.org>
Sent: Monday, June 1, 2026 1:47 PM
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment Letter- Agenda Item 10 - Support
Attachments: Better Neighbors Comment Letter - Item 10- Support.pdf

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and know the 
content is safe. 

Good afternoon,  
 
Attached please find the letter from Better Neighbors LA for Agenda Item 10, in support. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Maura O’Neill 
she/her 
Policy Analyst and Advocate 
Better Neighbors LA  
(213) 355-7475 
maura@betterneighborsla.org  
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June 1, 2026

Manhattan Beach City Council 

1400 Highland Ave. 

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

cityclerk@manhattanbeach.gov 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

RE: Better Neighbors Comment Letter – Consideration of the Second Reading and 
Adoption of Increasing Fines for Violations of Municipal Code Chapter 4.88 Relating to 
Short-Term Rentalsand Other Transient Uses Pursuant to State Law  – Support

Dear Honorable Mayor Franklin, Mayor Pro Tem Tarnay, and Councilmembers, 

Better Neighbors LA (“BNLA”) is a coalition of tenants, housing advocates, and 

community members committed to protecting long-term housing by curbing illegal short-term 

rental (“STR”) activity. Through research and data analysis, we assess the STR industry’s impact 

on affordable housing and neighborhood stability.  

BNLA supports the Council’s consideration of Ordinance 26-0008, which would 
increase fines for violations the city’s STR regulations. Increasing fines for illegal STR activity 

will deter bad actors, and, in doing so, help preserve housing, neighborhood character, and 

public safety. 

We encourage the city’s efforts to increase enforcement. Manhattan Beach has faced 

enforcement challenges under its current STR policy, and this ordinance is a strong step in the 
right direction. City staff report a total of 191 business licenses for STRs in the Coastal Zone, 89 

of which are currently operating. Yet BNLA identified 267 active STR listings in Manhattan 

Beach on the Airbnb platform alone, only four of which displayed a license number.1 This 

discrepancy between licensed STRs and listings indicates illegal STR activity in the city. 

Increased fines along with strengthened enforcement will prevent STRs from converting 

valuable housing stock, raising rents, and contributing to neighborhood nuisances.   

1 Data from Inside Airbnb, November 2025. https://insideairbnb.com/ 

City Council Meeting - Public Comments 
June 2, 2026

mailto:cityclerk@manhattanbeach.gov
https://insideairbnb.com/


Better Neighbors Comment Letter 

Agenda Item 10: Support

Page 2 of 2 

250 East 1st Street, Suite 1201; Los Angeles, California 90012 

213.336.5900  betterneighborsla.org 

STRs displace residents, erode housing affordability, and create externalities like noise, 

trash, parking issues, and safety concerns. We urge the Council to safeguard the city’s housing 

and peace by passing this ordinance. Should you have any questions, please contact Maura

O’Neill at maura@betterneighborsla.org.  

Sincerely, 

/s/ 

Randy Renick 
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Patricia Matson, CMC

From: Stefan Kampe <stefan.a.kampe@gmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, May 31, 2026 10:02 PM
To: List - City Council; City Clerk
Cc: Talyn Mirzakhanian
Subject: [EXTERNAL] City of MB 2026 06 02 City Council meeting - Kampe, Stefan comments

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and know the 
content is safe. 

City Council, City Clerk, and City Manager –  
 
Following please find my quesƟons concerning the upcoming 2026 06 02 City Council meeƟng for you to consider as you 
prepare for the meeƟng. 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

 Item 5 – Approving amendment 3 to the Professional Services Agreement with Jeffrey Miller Architecture for 
$350K 
o Amendment 2 was approved on October 23, 2024, increasing the agreement to $396,597.  We are now 20 

months later with an increase of $350K which is an 88% increase. 
o The agenda states “No Budget Impact”.  Is this because the cost increase was included in the latest 

budget?  If so, is the city council fully aware of the reasons for this increase? 
o The original agreement was entered into on May 25, 2023 (roughly 3 years ago).  The scope of work was to 

provide “Design Services for Five City Public Building FaciliƟes Remodel Projects.”  I looked at the original 
agreement, the 3 amendments and it appears that the scope conƟnues to evolve.  Not able to see what 
designs have been completed.  AddiƟonally, it would be nice to see if the projects designed have been 
started, completed, or deferred. 

 Item 7 – Agreement amendments for CIP Project Management support 
o The Z&K amendment for $299,972 highlights a city hiring issue which is for one person full-Ɵme for one 

year.  Z&K has been providing project management services for several years and the city will need to 
conƟnue with their help in the upcoming years as the volume of CIP projects will be the same or 
increasing.   I looked at the city of MB master salary schedule (MASTER_Salary Schedule_2025-NOW_USE 
THIS.xlsx) and did not see a Class Title for a Senior Public Works Project Manager.  Looking at similar Ɵtles, 
the monthly salary looks to be between $12 - $15K or $144 - $180K/year or $180 - $225K/year (based on a 
25% burden rate).  Knowing that the city needs project management experƟse going forward it would be 
prudent to make sure this role gets filled asap if there is an open posiƟon. 

 Item 8 – Sole source for rental of public safety barriers 
o My understanding is that FIFA will be reimbursing the city for safety costs.  Will they reimburse sole sourced 

agreements? 
 Item 10 – Accept grant amount for Providing Public Safety in support of 2026 FIFA World Cup 

o I asked MicrosoŌ co-pilot to check the contract to see what happens if the total costs exceed the approved 
amount of $2,898,597.  The “boƩom line” Co-Pilot provided was: 
 The grant amount is fixed. 
 The City cannot recover additional costs from LAWCHC or FEMA. 
 Any cost overruns, unapproved expenses, or scope changes are 100% the City’s responsibility. 
 If the City exceeds the budget or violates grant rules, it may even have to repay funds already received. 

o I suggest there be a discussion on how the esƟmated cost was developed, amount of conƟngency included, 
and general confidence in the number 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 

 Item 14: City’s Military Equipment Policy 
o The informaƟon in the amendments provides informaƟon on what, how much we have, and how much was 

used.  QuesƟon: how do we know if we have the right amount? 
 Item 15: Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) 

o Slides 6 and 7 highlight that there are 119 projects included in the CIP.  What would be good to see and 
share with the community in GanƩ chart format are the projects in process and planned to start in the next 
1-2 years knowing full well that life has surprises and schedules change. 

 
Thank you. 
 
Stefan 
 
 
The information contained in this e-mail message, together with any attachments thereto, legally protected confidential information and is intended only for the 
personal and confidential use of the addressee(s) named above. The message and any attachments to this message are privileged and protected 
communications.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message, or authorized to receive it for the intended recipient, you have received this message in 
error. You are not to review, use, disseminate, distribute or copy this message, any attachments to this message, or their contents.  If you have received this 
message in error, please immediately notify us by return e-mail message, and delete the original message. 
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Patricia Matson, CMC

From: Janine <hermosabeachhouse@roadrunner.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 28, 2026 12:40 PM
To: City Clerk
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Public Comment for City Council Meeting

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and know the 
content is safe. 

When city changed the yellow line in the street next to Joslyn, Live Oak Park and the dog run, they made the eastern 
side of Valley more narrow and never changed it back.  Bicyclists and cars are just too close together.  Can we get the 
stripping changed back to where it was before, like you did in front of Joslyn Center please??  Janine Johnston 
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