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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

TUESDAY, MARCH 17, 2026

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Can we go live?
A. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

MAYOR LESSER: I'd like to call to order our City
Council regular meeting of Tuesday, March 17th, 2026. We're
going to begin with a pledge to the flag led by Natalie Berger
of Manhattan Academy.

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

NATALIE BERGER: Put your right hand over your heart,
face the flag, ready, begin.

GROUP: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one
nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Hold on just a moment. Well,
done. We'd like to invite your principal, Ms. Robley. Robley,
can you tell us a little bit about how you came to choose
Natalie to lead us in the pledge of allegiance?

MANHATTAN ACADEMY PRINCIPAL SHANNON ROBLEY: Yes. So,
we chose Natalie as our representative to lead the pledge of

allegiance this evening, because she is not only an exceptional
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student, but also a wonderful friend. She is the president of
our student council and leads the group with grace. She listens,
she is thoughtful, and she understands the art of compromise,
which is pretty good for a fifth grader. She possesses the
skills of a critical thinker, and her commitment to bridging the
communication gap between students and the administration while
maintaining a positive and proactive attitude is inspiring. So,
we are so proud to have her represent Manhattan Academy tonight.

MAYOR LESSER: So real quick, first and foremost, is
there anybody here with you besides your principal that you'd
like to identify tonight?

NATALTE BERGER: My mom.

MAYOR LESSER: Fantastic. So, on behalf of the entire
City Council, we have a certificate for you, and we have a city
pin, and we'd love to get a photograph with you. Thank you.
Tonight, we have a special treat. The Mira Costa Orchestra or
band is with us tonight in advance of a community announcement
of an upcoming event and they're going to perform the national

anthem for us like you're at a ballgame. Please.

[MIRA COSTA ORCHESTRA PERFORMED]

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you very much. In a few moments

you're going to hear why they're here from our Band Director
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because there's an upcoming concert on March 27th which we'll
explain about in just a few minutes. Let's start with our, start
our meeting out and we'll begin with the roll call. Thank you
again to the band for being here tonight. Madam City Clerk, may
I have a roll call please?
C. ROLL CALL

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Tarnay?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Charelian?

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Howorth?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Pro Tem Franklin?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Lesser?
D. CEREMONIAL CALENDAR
1. PRESENTATION OF A PROCLAMATION DECLARING MARCH 26, 2026, AS
PURPLE DAY

MAYOR LESSER: Here. We move on to our one ceremonial
calendar item tonight, and it is a proclamation declaring March
26th as Purple Day. Purple Day is a global initiative to raise
awareness about epilepsy and support those who've been affected
by it. Epilepsy is a neurologic condition characterized by

recurrent, unprovoked seizures. One in ten people will have a
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seizure in their lifetime and one in 26 will develop epilepsy.
We as a community have been touched by the recent loss of one of
our own residents to the condition. Ryan James, a graduate of
Meadows Elementary, our middle school, Mira Costa. Ryan passed
while he was a freshman this last November at UCLA. Family
members and friends describe how he did not want to be defined
by his condition. He was an excellent scholar, he was an
accomplished athlete, he was on the Model UN team, and he was
actively involved in our community. This past weekend more than
200 of Ryan's family members, friends, former teammates
participated in the Epilepsy Los Angeles Walk at the Rose Bowl.
As fate would have it, Purple Day, March 26, falls on Ryan's
birthday. Tonight, through this ceremonial item, we're bringing
awareness to the condition of epilepsy and offering support.
Tonight, we have Ryan's father, Chris, who's going to talk a
little bit about Ryan as we remember him and talk a little bit
about epilepsy. Chris? Thank you.

CHRIS JAMES: Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Would you like slides?

CHRIS JAMES: Yeah, you can just put those slides, that
would be great. Thank you. Sorry. You're better at this than I
am. Well, first I want to thank you, Mayor Lesser, and the city
Councilmembers for allowing us to speak for a moment and for

proclaiming March 26 as Purple Day, or in other words, Epilepsy
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Awareness Day. I also want to thank, you know, I see some first
responders in here. I know you guys are trained in seizure
response, and several of you have been to our house in the last
decade or two, and we just, we can't thank you enough for what
you do for our community and for helping us and people with
similar situations. And we want to thank Ryan's teammates and
our friends and family for being here. Your support these last
few months have been the only thing that have gotten us through.
So, as Mayor Lesser said, Purple Day is International Epilepsy
Awareness Day. A young girl, Cassidy Megan, created the day in
2008, motivated by her struggles with epilepsy. Her goal was to
get people to start talking about epilepsy in an effort to
dispel myths and to let those who are living with epilepsy know
that they are not alone. As Mayor Lesser indicated, and I think
a lot of people in this community know, Epilepsy i1s particularly
relevant to our family and this day is near to our hearts as our
son Ryan was personally impacted from by epilepsy is almost his
entire life having been diagnosed when he was just six months
old. His seizures were largely controlled with medication and
amazing doctors, but sadly five months ago we lost Ryan to
Sudden Unexplained Death from Epilepsy. In other words, also
known as SUDEP. And coincidentally, Ryan's birthday was also

March 26. He would have been 19 next week.
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NANCY HESTERBERG: One of the reasons why Purple Day
was created was because there's myths and not enough people talk
about epilepsy. And many people think that epilepsy is so rare
and that it's never going to infect you or anyone you know. And
as Mayor Lesser always said, and it's a very well-known
statistic in our epilepsy world, that 1 in 26 people will be
diagnosed with epilepsy in their lifetime, 1 in 10 and have a
seizure. More than 3.4 million people in the U.S. live with
epilepsy. 65 million people around the world live with epilepsy.
And every year, more than one in a thousand people living with
epilepsy will pass away from SUDEP, Sudden Unexpected Death in
Epilepsy. The problem is, again, not enough people talk about
it. And that's why Purple Day was founded. And so, on March
26th, Purple Day, there's some things we can all do. Wear purple
and tell people why you're wearing purple. And I'm going to try
to reach out to the schools to see if we can get all the kids to
wear purple but tell other people why. Read and learn about
epilepsy. Share it with others. An excellent resource is the
Epilepsy Foundation website. There's, or just Google epilepsy
and you can learn so much. Use social media to post epilepsy
statistics facts. Learn seizure first aid, there is a really
good chance at some point in your life you are going to see
someone having a seizure and there's a very specific way you

need to take care of that person until the paramedics arrive.
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Dispel myths and stigma associated with epilepsy and review
materials that we may share in the community. In closing, I Jjust
want to say on Purple Day, let's not just wear the color purple.
Let's embody the spirit of unity and purpose it represents.
Whether you live with epilepsy, you know someone who has
epilepsy, or it's to honor Ryan, or you just simply want to make
a difference, this global movement offers a chance to take part
in something bigger. Embrace knowledge, dispel myths, and ignite
the conversation that can truly help improve people's lives.
Together, we can light the path to a brighter, more inclusive
future for everyone affected by seizures and keep Ryan's spirit
of helping others alive. Thank you so much.

MAYOR LESSER: Nancy, I didn't introduce you initially.
I thought it was just going to be Chris. This is Ryan's mom.
Thank you both for being here. We have a certificate. How can we
best raise awareness beyond doing events like this?

CHRIS JAMES: I mean, honestly, like Nancy said this,
you will see someone having a seizure. If it hasn't happened
yet, you will. There's only, there's a few simple steps. I mean,
you protect their head, you call 911, you roll them on the side,
and you make sure that they have a clean airway. You do not put
anything in their mouth. That is a myth. Please don't do that.
and just make sure that they're in a safe position. And again,

just talking about epilepsy, I know that, you know, it's so
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common, but we don't talk about it, so people who have epilepsy
feel this stigma and that they're ostracized, and it's not
necessary. We talk about so many other neurological conditions.
We need to talk about this. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Tonight, we are. Thank you. Thank you
for being here. Again, we have a certificate, which is just a
small token but maybe we can get a picture with my council
colleagues.

CHRIS JAMES: Thank you.

NANCY HESTERBERG: Thank you so much.
E. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND WAIVER OF FULL READING OF ORDINANCES

MAYOR LESSER: (inaudible). Move on with our agenda to
Item E, approval of the agenda and waiver for a full reading of
ordinances. Is there a motion? There's a motion by Councilmember
Tarnay, with a second by Councilmember Howorth. Call for the
question.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0.
F. CITY COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCEMENTS OF
UPCOMING EVENTS

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We now move on to City
Council and Community Organization announcements of upcoming
events for up to one minute per person. If you would like to
provide information from your seat, just simply raise your hand

or let the clerk know and we can bring a microphone to you. Is
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there anybody who would care to make a one-minute community
announcement in chambers? And we'll take a moment for the
Council Chambers to clear.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I hope all the, all those kids
heard about the band concert coming up.

MAYOR LESSER: So, I think we're going to talk about
that in just a moment.

LIBRARY MANAGER SARGENT: Hello, thanks for having me.
I'm Cassandra from the Manhattan Beach Library. I Jjust have one
program I wanted to plug for you guys. It is Tomorrow for Teens,
4 p.m., and you are going to be painting bobbleheads. So, the
idea is that you're going to make a miniature you in little
bobblehead form. So, we still have plenty of space, so any teens
that would be interested in painting their own bobblehead, I'm
looking at the teens, please come out tomorrow at 4. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: About 15-3.

MAYOR LESSER: 15-3.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL:
Honorable Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem, City Councilmembers, City
Officials. Coach Bobby, WM Outreach and Educator, just wanted to
give you guys an update. New change in our recycling. Your
plastic cup from Starbucks, their plastic number five, and paper

cups from Starbucks or anywhere else are now recyclable. Please
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dry them out, throw the liquids out, take the straws and the cap
off. Those, unfortunately, will still go to the landfill, but in
the time being, we are now accepting the plastic cups and the
paper cups. That's all I got. Wishing you guys all God's
blessings.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. That's great.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Quick question.

MAYOR LESSER: Quick question, Bobby. Bobby, you almost
got away, but there's one question for you.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: Hey,
what's up, Mr. Franklin?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: The hand protectors or
whatever from the heat, are those also?

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: Those
are, yeah, they are cardboard, so they're good to go in. If
they're contaminated.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Sleeves.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: The
sleeves, that big word, I can come up with it. If you
contaminate that or if it gets coffee on it, it can go in the
organics. So, it's a win-win. That does not have to go to the
landfill.

MAYOR LESSER: So, I have a trick question for you.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: Okay.
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MAYOR LESSER: I guess, and that is. What, why the
change or what is the basis for the change?

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: There
is an upcoming law change that's coming in about plastic wrap
and things like that. But the truth of it, I think, is we found
a market for it.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Great.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: So
normally it's one, three, and seven are recyclable because
there's a large market for those to be sold to. But now there's
a market for five, so we're collecting all those and we'll take
care of them.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Can we get that social, that
graphic for social media?

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: Sure,
I'll send it over to Anna.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Great, thank you.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL:
Awesome.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BOBBY BELL: Have a
great night, guys.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Thank you Bobby.
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CAROL PATTERSON: Hello. Carol Patterson, Manhattan
Beach Boulevard. And I'm here to enthusiastically invite you to
attend Manhattan Beach Community Church's production of Fiddler
on the Roof. It will open this weekend. Friday and Saturday at
7:30 with a matinee at 2 on Sunday in the same schedule for the
following weekend. Hope many of you will come. It is a very
heartfelt production, and we are very excited for the opening.
Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Are there any other members
of the community or public that would like to address council
for a community announcement in chamber?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Good evening, Council and
Mayor. I'm just here to remind everybody about the upcoming 28th
Street Stormwater Infiltration Project Community Outreach
Meeting this Thursday at 7 PM. I'll repeat that again, 7 PM is
the start time over here at the Joslyn Community Center. Sorry,
my name is Eddie Pech, the Project Manager for 28th Street.
Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Great, thank you. And might there be a
community announcement about a certain upcoming Mira Costa band
concert?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Drumroll please.

MAYOR LESSER: Is there a graphic?
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UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Yes, thank you, Mayor Lesser,
Mayor Pro Tem, Councilmembers. It's a joy to come and represent
the Mira Costa bands. I'd like to also just thank you as a
fellow Mira Costian for taking the time to honor the James
family. It's been a significant event in the lives of Mira
Costa. But tonight, it is my privilege to address this body for
the first time in six years. We were here six years ago
announcing our intention to represent not just Mira Costa, not
just Manhattan Beach, but indeed all of California at the
National Concert Band Festival Invitational hosted by Pershing's
Own, one of the three elite Army bands in the nation and filled
with the world's best musicians. They host this competition
annually, and we were all set to go in 2020, and we had
announced that to the council, and you were helping us to
promote it to the city. Our fundraising festival and send-off
concert coasted to the Capitol. Unfortunately, we all know what
happened next in 2020, and we did not have the opportunity to
travel there at that point in time. But we were able to re-
engage those plans in 2022 due to COVID restrictions. We were
not able to readdress the council and much less invite the whole
city to come out and enjoy the ensemble's preparations. But we
did actually walk away from that festival as the champions of
the National Concert Band Festival and brought home the

President's Cup. And so, we're very excited to have received

Page 14 of 138




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

that. Since then, it's been a pleasure to have Mayor Pro Tem
Franklin with us Jjust two years ago after we had won the
National Jazz Festival. And I'm just going to go ahead and throw
it in there. Thank you so much, Councilwoman Howorth, for having
actually presented us a proclamation. What was it, 12 years ago
when we won the Grammy Award?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I was a baby.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Exactly. I could barely talk on
the stage. I remember it was incredible to see you hold up the
certificate. And so, on March 27th here, not this Friday but
next Friday, we have the opportunity to invite our whole city
and hopefully excite our whole city about Costa to the Capitol
Part 2, although we're leaving that off. It is just Costa to the
capital. We'll be performing all of the music that is being
prepared for this year's National Concert Band Festival and Jazz
Showcase. I would like to leave as many flyers as I can for the
community here that may be posted around. Tomorrow, we begin a
campaign sending all of our members out with flyers here into
the community to excite the city and to bring everybody out.
It's going to be a wonderful concert featuring the required
piece for this year, Andrew Boyson Jr.'s revolutionary. All of
the bands at the festival will be asked to play that in honor of
the 250th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of

Independence, Music for Concord 1775 is the subtitle. I'd like
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to just briefly invite up our student co-president of the bands
just to share just a minute with his thoughts and excitements
for the trip. Mr. Samuel Rodriguez, please.

SAMUEL RODRIGUEZ: Thank you for having us. As he
introduced me, Samuel Rodriguez. And we've been working really
hard this semester with this literature, which is beyond college
level, and it's been a great educational opportunity for us as
students and for just like a way for us all to collaborate and
have a section out of our day to work with each other as a team.
We've been dedicated to this really hard. We've been practicing
outside of school. We've been practicing in our school's office
hours where we just have free time. Instead, we're as a class
together working on this. And of course, every day in class and
so this effort that we're putting towards is for you guys to put
an amazing show on for the 27th and for DC. I think that's all.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you so much.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Thank you so much. We'll be
leaving some flyers up out here and I'll leave one here with
hope you can join us on the 27th. Thank you again.

MAYOR LESSER: March 27th, 7 p.m. at the Mira Costa
High School Auditorium.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Mr. Mayor.

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, I believe Councilmember Howorth.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes. Yes, thank you. I actually
remember when I presented that certificate, I believe I choked
up because it was in the auditorium and I was just, I had had so
much experience being on the school board and watching you. He
was a baby too at some point. And it's such a special program.
And I just want to share I was back in the back room having some
quick dinner before the meeting was starting and the jazz
ensemble or a few members were out here setting up. There was a
lot of setup and they had to do the sound check and everything.
And I'm in the back, and I hear one of them, and I think it was
you. I recognize your voice, say, does anybody need some help
with something? How can I help you? And I thought, oh, my God,
that's a teenager. And I just thought, wow, there's a lot of
hope for the world. It was Jjust in addition to the tension and
all the stuff that was going on, how can I help? So, way to go,
y'all.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Wonderful.

MAYOR LESSER: Let's go. Yay band.

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I should get them back to their
studies and even to rehearsal, so thank you so much for having
us this evening.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian, would you like

to ask?
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I do. Can we send these kids
to D.C. with some Manhattan Beach lapel pins?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Oh yeah, let's do it.

MAYOR LESSER: There's been a request to give them
lapel pins. Why don't we do that? Actually, you're here now. I'm
going to exercise my prerogative the powerful prerogative I have
as mayor to offer lapel pins at the suggestion of Councilmember
Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Sorry.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you all for being here. If you'll
excuse me one second, then we'll get back to it.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Sorry, I jumped out. We'll do
it. I'm like, of course they can have pins. Here's a pin, but
you've got to wear them sometimes. Will that present us? Thanks,
sir. Great idea.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Great idea.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Great idea, but you're not
doing it today.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: It's a Mayor-Mayor Pro Tem.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I know. I don't know. We were
ready. I was ready.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yes. And he's the first one to

jump on.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Everybody, go watch them. Your
tickets help send them?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: I know.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Will you guys have to drive the
instruments across the country again? Is that how you do it
still?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: We fly now.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Really? Well, I remember John
O'Shara loading up a van and, like, driving. Yeah, wow. Yeah,
okay. Wow. Wow.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you all.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Sorry, David.

MAYOR LESSER: All right. Proceeding with the City
Council and Community Organization announcements of upcoming
events, 1s there anybody else in the Council Chambers that would
like to make a community announcement? If not, Martha, is
anybody on Zoom that would like to make a community
announcement?

DEPUTY CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on Zoom.

MAYOR LESSER: All right. In which case, I will turn to
my Council colleagues. Colleagues, any announcements? I have
two. First, I have for myself. I have an upcoming Coffee with
the Mayor. Let's see 1if I can see it. There we go. This is on

Friday, April 3rd at 9 a.m. in the Metlox Plaza. This is an
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opportunity for members of the public to come down and raise
issues that they have specific for themselves or larger policy
issues involving the city. I look forward to having a
conversation. Please feel free to come down and bring a beverage
of your choice. Next, Martha, if you could turn the slide to
just the plain slide. This will be our last meeting with our
Deputy City Clerk, Martha Alvarez. Excuse me? Assistant City,
thank you. Assistant City Clerk. Martha, you've been with the
city for 10 years. You've helped our City Clerk, Liza Tamura,
manage these meetings. She's been the one that often receives
calls that come in or on Zoom particularly during the pandemic,
you played a critical role where you made it possible for these
meetings to continue. I think we all owe that gratitude to you
and your professionalism and your work and we wish you all the
best in your next chapter. Any other colleagues? Madam City
Manager.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Thank you, Mayor, for the
opportunity. I also wanted to thank Assistant City Clerk Martha
Alvarez for her 10 years of dedicated, persistent, diligent
service to the city. It didn't go unnoticed, Martha, and you
will truly be missed.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. I think some colleagues would

like to make a few words. Councilmember Howorth.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Absolutely. I'm so very happy
for you getting to work in Hermosa Beach with a better role. You
deserve it. You have worked hard. You have grown in your role.
And we have depended on you for a lot here and you're kind of
quiet. I don't know if people realize that you're very quiet.
But there's so much that you do and provide and you really will
be missed. But I'm really so happy and so proud for you, or
proud of you. So, congratulations.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes. Oh.

MAYOR LESSER: Mayor Pro Tem. Mayor Frank.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So, Martha, so I think
what I started about five years ago, so maybe halfway into your
term, you're working here and you helped me so much as many
meetings that I come to, you know, before I got elected and you
know the committees I was on, and everything like that, the
process of running for city council and the like, you were there
to help me and to help others. And I just want to say you've
done it with total professionalism, and you always got back to
us 1n time and in a timely manner. And so, thank you so much. We
know where to find you now. So, if it doesn't work out, we know
we know where you are, take care.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor. Martha I've

had the pleasure of working with you on both sides of the dais,
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you know, you just you stay cool you get hundreds upon hundreds
of PRA's you're able to manage and multitask and Hermosa is very
lucky to get you and as their city clerk and, you know, we're
still close and if you need anything, you can give us a call.
But thank you for everything you've done for us.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Martha, Martha, Martha. I've
told her privately that I'm not going to try not to take offense
to the fact that. I joined council and she's leaving. But it's
been really wonderful working with you this past year and I've
just appreciated all the help that you've given me. I wish it
could have been longer, but I'm glad that you're not going very
far and that, you know, we might see you around because some
other people in this room that you're connected to might still
pull you back. But good luck, and I'm so excited for you. The
future is bright over there in Hermosa with you working and
helping them and using the skills that you've acquired here. So,
thank you, and good luck. Best of luck.

MAYOR LESSER: Martha, again, maybe we'll just take a
moment. You're going to still be here for the rest of the
meeting, but I want to thank you. So just for a little bit of
levity.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Oh, do you want a pin? Now you

get a pin.
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Now you get a pin. Martha,
we'll get the new one for you, too.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Well, earned.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: It's got to be placed above
the Hermosa pin.

G. PUBLIC COMMENTS

MAYOR LESSER: Moving on with our agenda, we move on to
G, public comments. This is an opportunity for members of the
public to address any item that's within our subject matter
jurisdiction for up to three minutes. If you would like to speak
from your seat, please raise your hand or come down to the city
clerk, and we can bring you a microphone. Please, members of the
public chamber that would like to make a public comment. I'1l1l
just simply add that if you care to speak on an item that's
already on the agenda coming up, we ask that you pick either
speak now or speak when the items pull.

PUBLIC COMMENTER SCOTT ANDERSON: Martha, I didn't
know. Congratulations. I always sort of had a pin or something
as well for you. Good evening, City Council, Mayor Lesser, Mayor
Pro Tem, Councilmembers. My name is Scott Anderson, and I am
with the class member of this year's Leadership Manhattan Beach
Class of 2026. I'm here to represent with my classmates. Our
project idea is on the consent calendar this evening and so we

are hoping for approval. So, I just wanted to give a little plug
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for that while I'm up here. Our project, you may or may not
know, is called Iron Rails to Green Trails and it celebrates the
transition of the Santa Fe rail line that used to run down the
Green Belt for nearly 100 years. It's been that long. And then
it turned into the wvibrant Veterans Parkway that we know now.
That so many people enjoy every day, and I wish I was a cross-
country team was here I can't imagine just the Mira Costa cross-
country team alone how many miles they put on that green belt
since the train tracks have been removed. So, it's pretty
amazing. We've been talking about our project with some other
adult groups under the Manhattan Beach Community Church, we did
an event last week where we had a slideshow and talked about a
project. We've had some members here with an adult group,
discussion group, over at Joslyn Center just this week talking
about the project. And it gets people very excited because we
hear all sorts of stories that just get conjured up by people
who remember them. So that's been a lot of fun to hear as well
as when we spoke to the Manhattan Beach Historical Society, they
got very excited and they've been very helpful in all the
research we're doing on the photos we're using and the stories
that we're telling. Mark Leyman is probably in the house
somewhere. Mark, thank you to you and the Parks and Rec team and
the city staff for all the extra time you've, we've asked a lot

of questions. You've even come to site surveys figuring out the
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perfect place to put this sign just across from the Joslyn
Center on an ADA compliant walkway just off the wood chips so
people can enjoy it and see it and learn about the history while
they're there. We had a successful, very successful, Wet Your
Whistle fundraising event on Thursday that with over 120 people,
we dealt more than double, almost doubled the amount of money we
were hoping to get. And I Jjust want to thank some of the people.
So, the word has gotten out about this project, and it is
exciting people. Mayor Lesser, you were there, so we appreciate
you taking your time to support us. Some business leaders, I
don't know if I see them here, but Jill Lamkin, Kelly Stroman, I
see other Leadership Manhattan Beach alumni here I know there's
some of them who grew up on the dais. And our sponsors, Love MB
and the MB10 case committee, was very helpful with a nice check
to support our project. So, thank you for your time and your
support. Appreciate it.

MAYOR LESSER: Other members of the public care to make
a public comment.

UNIDENTIFIED PUBLIC COMMENTER: Good evening, Mayor
Lesser and Councilmembers. First of all, I'm very proud of our
current class of leadership in Manhattan Beach for the project
they have. So, I truly hope we get full endorsements. It's a
wonderful project to the benefit of Manhattan Beach. I'm here

to, there's three items on the consent calendar that I think
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deserve a little bit of extra attention. The first one is Item
Number 8, the approval of the agreement with Gensler. I'm a
little surprised that this is a consent item and even on the
agenda at this point in time. I did attend the Planning
Commission meeting last week and that was being discussed in
that meeting. A lot of topics were discussed there that I think
affect the decision on how to move forward, including
discussions relative should we actually keep these two projects
together. Does it make sense to split Union Bank off and have
that separate because we haven't finished discussions on the
Vons parking, Von's situation, because if we start on Vons, then
we'd have to redo probably everything on, you know, 400, the
Union Bank building. Secondly, I may have missed this. I've
missed one of the meetings recently. Was this competitively bid?
Whoever gets this first piece is going to be in running to win
any further design work. So, I'd just like to understand if that
was competitively bid. And I thought we were going to do
something more than what was represented in the scope of work
here. It sounds like we're not doing a task force similar to
what we did with outdoor dining. We're doing the charrettes, and
I'm a little confused by how that came to be along those lines.
So, I'm just interested in knowing that. And in full disclosure,
as you guys know, I'm on the Parking and Public Improvements

Commission. What I didn't see in the scope of services document
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is some of the input relative to what are the requirements for
parking? I made the point in the Planning Commission meeting is
that in the parking study, there was a study done to say this
was the need of parking to meet maximum demand at the peak.
That's not what we have to do. We as a community still have to
decide what we want to do. So that is a key input to this whole
process, and I didn't see where that plays into this document.
Oh, boy, 52 seconds. Second reading of the Item Number 10. I
went through the PowerPoint and in there it says there's two
options being discussed, but I didn't see which one was being
used here going to be presented. Option number 12 this is where
we have an increase of $1.873 million for the Manhattan Beach
Dominguez Channel stormwater infiltration. That's just a big
number. And I think the public deserves to hear a little bit
more details on that, including there is a transfer of $676,000
from the Storm Drain Fund project to this. And I don't know what
impact that would have. So, I think that warrants a little
discussion with the public. Thank you for your time.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other members of the
public that would care to address council at this time?

PUBLIC COMMENTER ANNETTE MEJIA: Hello everyone. My
name is Annette Mejia. I am on the board for the Manhattan Beach
Historical Society. I am also the proud owner of 2820 Highland,

the number one historic landmark home for the city and I just
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hope you approve tonight the project for the Iron Rails to Green
Trails Project. It's very important for me and so many people
that live in Manhattan Beach, come to Manhattan Beach to see
some part of the history of the city. So, I hope you approve
that tonight. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other members of the
public that care to address Council? Good evening.

PUBLIC COMMENTER FRED TAYLOR: Mayor Lesser, Honorable
Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem, and City Councilmembers, good evening. My
name is Fred Taylor. I'm a Vietnam veteran. I've lived in
Manhattan Beach for half of one century this year. I'm here to
weigh in on our Police Department. Basically, being a freedom
and liberty guy, I love law enforcement, and I want to support
you guys fully. The main function of government, going back to
our founding, is to protect the citizens and protect ourself.
So, police is foundational to that end, and I want to encourage
you, if you were on the defund the police bandwagon a couple
years ago, to just revisit your perspective. I've done some
guick math. If we have about 65 officers working 40 hours a
week, that gives us about 2,600 man hours per week available.
And if 15% of these hours were dedicated to administration and
desk work, we would have some 2,200 hours left for our four city
zones. We're about 550 man hours per zone per week. I'm a

numbers geek. So, in the course of a week, we have each zone
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covered about 3.2 times, or about three officers could be on
duty around the clock. My question is, where are they? Aside
from three specific incidents recently in East Manhattan, an
accident, and I know there was a house robbery, gun standoff
down the street, and so on. But aside from those, I rarely,
rarely ever see a uniformed officer walking around the city. The
last time I saw officer's downtown was during COVID, and it was,
I think, a couple guys on bicycles. Many years ago, I went to
Israel. And on most street corners, a military officer was on
duty with an M16 because they had a Palestinian threat. But
that's what's called deterrence. Paul Wafer recently calculated
that we pay $1.9 million in overtime. My second gquestion, why so
much overtime? But quite frankly, we could actually hire 17
recruit officers without overtime. So, we don't really need a
$300,000 Deputy Chief. We need more officers on the street, and
a reexamination of our strategy so that officers are actually
visible throughout the community. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Mr. Taylor. Are there any
other members of the public and chambers that would like to
address council?

PUBLIC COMMENTER RAY JOSEPH: Yes, Ray Joseph. They
don't follow you because you're one of the good guys. Me,
they're always going. So, a couple of things. I heard that in

the mansion tax a huge portion of that money is going to law
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firms. So, I was thinking for the building impact fees, if we
could put money aside to battle these high rises coming into
town, 1f we could make that part of the impact fees, so we can
have funds to either, you know, put towards, you know, fighting
for ballots to go on the initiative to block these kinds of
projects from coming into town. And that sort of thing, that
would be a really, really great move to be able to do something
like that. Because, you know, if we use those funds for
something that's really going to help battle all this stuff. The
other concern is, if you look at all the proposed project that
push, they'll push our population over 35,000, which will kick
in SB 79, then we're going to have this stuff everywhere. So,
it's going to get worse and worse and worse and worse so we've
really got to come up with a really good strategic plan for
doing that. So, yeah, if we could do things like that, that'd be
really great. And then on the plastic stuff, I read articles way
back that the original plastic bags were designed to be more
environmentally friendly because they took a lot less bulk and
transportation costs and, you know, and cutting down trees and
all that sort of thing than the paper bags. And then the new
plastic bags, to use one of the plastic bags, not me, and so for
the plastic bags, you have to use those 42 times to be
equivalent to the old plastic bags. And then if you use a cotton

bag, you have to use it 1,100 times, the equivalent. And if it's
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organic cotton, then 22,000 times. What turned me off about the
bag ban way back is I had a neighbor who's in failing health,
and he would use a cloth bag that would rub up against his legs.
He had open sores, and he never washed the bags. And they were
stained beyond belief. If you ever talk to the cashiers in
grocery stores or whatnot, they'll tell you some of the bags
come in there, stink like beyond belief. People leave them in
the trunks of their cars. They've seen cockroaches run out of
them. So, I really like having clean bags put my food in. Call
me crazy. And then, you know, like for restaurants, some, you
know, let them have some choice because nothing worse than
getting some food and then it spills all over your car because
it goes through the paper. So just a different perspective. But
thank you guys so much.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Okay, any other members of
the public that care to address council at this time? Seeing
none, Martha, is anybody on Zoom that would like to make a
public comment?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, we have James
Upchurch.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JAMES UPCHURCH: Good evening, Mayor,
and members of City Council. I assume you can hear me, okay?

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, we can hear you. You may proceed.
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PUBLIC COMMENTER JAMES UPCHURCH: Thank you very much.
You can probably guess the topics which I'd like to hit on
briefly tonight. First of all, I'd like to thank Mr. Pech for
mentioning the upcoming Thursday meeting, the community meeting
regarding the 28th Street Project, which you made in the earlier
comment this evening. I'd just like to raise a few points going
into that meeting, and unfortunately, I will not be able to
attend, so I have formally submitted technical questions to the
Public Works Department regarding the project. And those
technical questions relate primarily to the underground boring
in front of our homes and the real-time vibration monitoring and
pre-construction surveys that need to be done in advance of
construction to protect our properties. These are required
activities and I just would ask the council's support in
ensuring that the gquestions get answered and that these surveys
and monitoring processes and procedures get put into place, so I
would appreciate that. Then I'd also like to make a couple other
quick comments. The first comment just relates to the meeting
itself, and it is something that has bothered me. It may not
seem like a big deal, but it's further evidence of what I
consider to be a little bit of a lack of awareness of the
concerns of the residents and where I'm going with this is the
original notice of that meeting came out showing a meeting time

from 8 to 8:30. So, one half hour meeting community meeting for
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one of the largest projects ever undertaken. So obviously we all
pushed back very quickly said that's way too short. So, then the
meetings were extended for another half hour to an hour and then
finally it was extended to an hour and a half, and then we all
got a postcard that says you spoke and we listened. The
meeting's been extended to an hour and a half. That's kind of
condescending when that meeting should have been two hours from
the beginning and we had to push and complain to get something
done that should have been done at the beginning. So, this just
typifies the whole process we've been going through in the 28th
Street Project. We're looking for evidence that should make us
feel confident that things are going to go well. And we just
don't see it. We are still in the dark and ground is ready to be
broken three weeks from now. Manhattan Avenue is about to be
shut down, and we still are in the dark. So, it's very
frustrating and I hope you all can appreciate that. Now the last
thing I'd comment I'd make, I just found this information
recently and hopefully council was aware of this and hopefully
public work staff was aware of this, but there's been reference
to the Baldwin Park project that the Zusser company did that was
used as a referral and reference source for the city approving
Zusser as the contractor. The one thing I didn't realize was
that CWE was hired by Baldwin Park as the Construction

Inspection Manager. So, they were there charged with inspecting
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and monitoring Zusser's work. CWB is very qualified. Katie
Harrell is an excellent engineer. They are a good firm, and they
are your consultant on this project. They have been totally
absent in the whole Zusser discussion. I have not heard one
reference to anybody saying, CWB, you should know Zusser better
than anybody. What do you think? So maybe that went on. Maybe
council's aware of it. Maybe staff's aware of it. But I've heard
not one word. So, I would like to know if those conversations
actually happened and if CWB actually provided a positive
reference on Zusser.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Mr. Upchurch.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JAMES UPCHURCH: That's all I have.
Thank you very much.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, sir.

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no additional
request on Zoom.

MAYOR LESSER: In which case, I will close public
comment, and I'd like to turn to the City Manager if I could
before we vote on the consent calendar. Just briefly address,
there were some gquestions that were raised about Item Number 8,
for example, the award of the Gensler Contract. Can you briefly
address the question as to whether this was competitively bid?

What went into that decision?
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Yes, in the staff report,
we have detailed that it was competitively bid and that we had
about 13, I believe, responses and that the responses were
vetted by a team that was put together by the city staff. And
Gensler came out on top after the review was conducted.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. There was a reference to Item
Number 10, which has to do with the second reading and the
adoption of an ordinance related to plastic carryout bags. And
there was a question as to which of the options were picked.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Council directed us to go
with option A at the last council meeting. So that is what was
included in the ordinance.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. And then finally, Item Number 12
has to do with a consideration of a resolution awarding an
amendment to a professional design services agreement with
geotechnic consultants related to the Manhattan Beach Dominguez
Channel Stormwater Infiltration Project. I think the question
there was just it was a large project. Can you just briefly
explain what it is for those members of the public in case the
colleagues do not want to pull it?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Yes, for that I will defer
to our Interim Public Works Director, Joe De Francesco.

MAYOR LESSER: Would it be easier if I pulled the item?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: This is fine.
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MAYOR LESSER: Okay, you may proceed.

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR JOE DE FRANCESCO: Good
evening, honorable Mayor, and members of City Council. Joe De
Francesco, Interim Public Works Director. I'm going to ask our
Senior Engineer, Eddie Pech, to come forward. He should be able
to address the questions.

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Thank you, Joe. Could you
reiterate your question again?

MAYOR LESSER: I think there was a gquestion among, by a
member of the public about the scope of what this project is.
There's an awful lot in the staff report itself. I think clearly
the speaker was most concerned with the scale of the project and
felt it should perhaps not be on consent. But can you just
briefly summarize what the project is?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Yes, so the project is a
regulatory compliance project for the Dominguez Channel. The
public's not aware, or the council's not aware, we're at the top
end or high end of the Dominguez Channel runoff, related to
storm water. The low end is the Alondra multi-benefit project
that's occurring right now over at Alondra Park. So, we're
required to essentially get the runoff in compliance. In the
coming years here, it's a multi-agency effort, all our beach
city partners are part of it. And this is just one component of

the overall compliance effort.
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MAYOR LESSER: Okay, thank you. And if members of the
public that are watching this proceeding tonight have further
questions, this is described in the city staff report that is
listed as Item Number 12 that is on a consent calendar.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Mayor Lesser?

MAYOR LESSER: Madam City Clerk, did you have a follow
up?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I just also want to
qualify. This isn't the first time the council's seeing that
item. It's just that we're now awarding the contract.

H. CONSENT CALENDAR

MAYOR LESSER: Great, okay. With that, we then move on
to the Item H, the consent calendar. Is there a motion? I see
there is a motion by Councilmember Charelian, and the motion is?

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: To approve the consent items.

MAYOR LESSER: And it has been seconded by
Councilmember Tarnay. Without comment, call for the question.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you. Thank you to all.
Thank you to the Leadership Manhattan Beach Class.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Sounds like a cool project,
honestly.

I. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR

J. PUBLIC HEARINGS
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13. CONSIDERATION OF:

A) A COASTAL DEVELOPMENT PERMIT AND TEMPORARY USE PERMITS FOR
THE 2026-2031 MANHATTAN BEACH OPEN VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENTS;
REQUEST FROM ASSOCIATION OF BEACH VOLLEYBALL PROFESSIONALS, LLC
DBA AVP, INCLUDING FINDING THE PROJECT CATEGORICALLY EXEMPT FROM
THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT;

B) A SPECIAL PERMIT FOR LIMITED ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE USE IN THE
VIP BLEACHER SEATING AREA AND CONCIERGE DECK ADJACENT TO STADIUM
COURT; AND

C) AN AGREEMENT WITH ASSOCIATION OF BEACH VOLLEYBALL
PROFESSIONALS, LLC DBA AVP TO OPERATE THE MANHATTAN BEACH OPEN
FOR 2026-2028

MAYOR LESSER: No items removed from the City Consent
Calendar, in which case we move on to Item J, our public
hearings. Item number 13 is a Coastal Development Permit and
Temporary Use Permits for the 2026-2031 Manhattan Beach Open
Volleyball Tournaments, etc. I'll let City Staff describe the
full scope of what's before us when they get there.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Good evening,
honorable Mayor Lesser, members of the City Council, Mark
Leyman, your Parks and Recreation Director, and Senior
Recreation Supervisor Archie Sherman will be presenting this
item. But I did want to just take a quick moment to give you an

overview regarding volleyball events within the City of
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Manhattan Beach. So, as you're aware, the proposed agreement
before you this evening is with the ADP. We've worked closely
with them over the last six months as a long-term partner.
Separately, we have had discussions with the AVP and USA
Volleyball regarding the Olympics and long-term options for the
Manhattan Beach Open. So, we will continue to work with
leadership from both organizations moving forward, and we will
keep you updated. So, with that, I will turn it over to Archie
to give the presentation.

MAYOR LESSER: Great, thank you.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Good evening,
Honorable Mayor, members of the City Council, Archie Sherman,
Senior Rec Supervisor, Parks, and Rec. As Director Leyman
mentioned, the item before you this evening is seeking approval
for the Coastal Development and Temporary Use Permit for the
Manhattan Beach Open Volleyball Tournament, commonly referred to
as the MBO, approval of a special permit for limited alcoholic
beverage use at the MBO, and an agreement with AVP to operate
the Manhattan Beach Open. On February 23rd, the Parks and
Recreation Commission unanimously approved these three items.
The commission provided positive feedback including the overall
event setup and management, stadium court returning to the
standard pier side setup with a horseshoe shape that made it

viewable on the pier. Large turnout of teams that entered into
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the Thursday qualifier in the annual Walk of Champions Pier
Plaque Ceremony. The Parks Commission also shared that they
would like to see more food and beverage options in the VIP
section, which staff has been in discussions with AVP. Last
year's event marked the 64th Manhattan Beach Open. It's the 38th
year that the city has partnered with the AVP to operate the
MBO. The operation teams were able to streamline the build out
to lessen the impact on the parking and traffic in the downtown
area by freeing up two more days starting load in that Sunday.
Previous years had started on Friday with the load out and in
fact last year we even did the load in on Sunday with the build
on Monday. We had 145 teams that played in the Thursday
qualifier. 145 teams is a large number for an event and that's
one of these things that makes it so special to the Manhattan
Beach Open as people call it the granddaddy of beach volleyball.
The large qualifier that we hold in having eight participants in
each male and female division move into the main draw. Anybody
could sign up. I could sign up. I wouldn't make it but that's
one of the things in the that contributes to the Wimbledon Beach
Volleyball, the granddaddy of beach volleyball, is that kind of
turnout that we get for the qualifier. With that, the A-teams
will advance into the main draw, which starts the following
Friday. Each division will have 32 teams in their bracket, which

is the largest bracket that AVP puts on. Last year, staff worked
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with AVP to expand the bike corral, which keeps growing. The
main draw took place that Friday through Sunday where live
streaming was available throughout the entire event on Valley's
network and the finals being aired on national TV for both the
men's and women's final. For this year's Manhattan Beach Open,
AVP is proposing a similar stadium court setup as last year
which would line up against the south side of the Manhattan
Pier. West and north side bleachers would be general admission
with sandbox seats and south bleachers being ticketed. The
Qualifier and Walk of Champions Pure Plagque Ceremony will be
held on Thursday, August 13th. Ceremony will be honoring the
2025 winners Chase Budinger, Miles Evans, and Taryn Brasher and
Kristen Cruise. Main job for this year is scheduled to take
place August 14th through 16th. 2026 will be an AVP Heritage
Major event, meaning it's their largest prize purse for any
event. In addition, AVP will also be hosting approximately 100
youth teams for their All-American Junior Invitational, which
will take place on Saturday and Sunday. These teams qualify
through other AVP regional championships throughout the country.
City staff and AVP will work in partnership with the Downtown
Business and Professional Association to explore potential
options for community events during the MBO. Some of these that
took place in the past have been movie nights on the beach,

sunrise yoga, and sunset beach party. We also have been in
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discussions with AVP about providing additional food and
beverage options in the VIP deck as well as potential of working
with our local restaurants. And on the slide deck here is the
stadium court with the three outer courts which all consist
within the main draw event which would be Saturday through
Sunday. You don't see on this to the right which would be south
of the pier would be about approximately 12 or 13 additional
volleyball courts that will be for the qualifier on Thursday and
then Saturday and Sunday's youth event. In conclusion, staff
recommends the adoption of resolution number 26-0026, approving
a coastal development permit and temporary use permits for the
26th through 31 Manhattan Beach Open. Volleyball tournament
scheduled annually the third weekend in August. To approve a
special permit for limited alcoholic beverage, use in the VIP
bleacher seating area and concierge deck adjacent to stadium
court. And to adopt resolution number 26-0027, approving an
agreement with the Association of Volleyball Professionals to
operate the MBO 2026 through 2028. That concludes the
presentation. Staff is here for any questions. And we also have
representatives from AVP as well. Bobby Corvino, Commissioner
and Chief Operating Officer, and Josh Glazebrook, Senior Vice
President of Operations. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Great, thank you. Council colleagues,

questions for city staff? Councilmember Charelian.
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor. Archie well
done on this presentation and everything that you do for the
Manhattan Beach Open. It's a big undertaking and it's almost
like it didn't happen. Great, great oversight. So how many
people come to this event on an annual basis on average, just
your estimation, Jjust from Thursday to Sunday?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Total, I mean,
seating capacity, I think we're in the range of about 3,000
thousand per day, but obviously that doesn't include the pier
attendees, the strand attendees, the outer court attendees.
(inaudible) 1,000.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELTIAN: And how have you found that
capacity? Is there any room for additional capacity or is it, is
it just, right?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: It's just right
about now, I would say. To remind everyone, going back about 10
or so years ago, we actually had four rows of volleyball courts
in each row about 10 years ago, we lost that and we've been down
to three rows and we're fighting to keep that third row of
courts. There's a lot of beach erosion there. And in fact, not
just coming easterly, but as well as underneath the pier as
well. So that's been hampering the build out process for a lot
of the stadium court.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Great. Thank you.
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MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you. Thank you, Archie. I
just have a couple of questions to start. So, I know that I'wve
attended many of the AVP, the MBO events over the past few
years, and I have noticed that attendance has, and correct me if
I'm wrong, public attendance has seemed to be waning a bit. And
I'm wondering if there is anything that's being done going
forward to bring back some of those spectators and vendors. I've
also noticed that vendors' involvement have been way down the
vendor booth all around Jjust on the lower courts as well. So,
are there any efforts being made to increase vendor
participation and spectator participation?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Absolutely,
we've been and those are conversations we've been having
currently. We really want to bring back that involvement with
downtown businesses with regards to the vendors as well. How can
we incorporate more of Manhattan Beach vendors to be down there?
With the fan capacity, it's funny because we went through a
hurricane a few years ago. And then there's times, you know,
when there's colder weather and, you know, it just doesn't get
the turnout that, you know, it does. But when that sun comes
out, people flock down there.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: You know, I definitely

appreciate that. I know, you know, it’s whether dependent, but
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as far as, I know we're ramping up in the next, you know, for LA
2028. Is there a vision within AVP that we're going to really
increase the production value of what the MBO is? Or are we just
staying the course? We're going to do the same thing we've done
every year leading up to the Olympics?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: I could defer
that to AVP if we'd like to, more knowledge.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Sure, if you can.

COMMISSIONER AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER BOBBY
CORVINO: Sure. Will it be coming out?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yeah, please, please.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Bobby Corvino.

COMMISSIONER AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER BOBBY
CORVINO: Hi. Good evening, Mayor Lesser.

MAYOR LESSER: Good evening.

COMMISSIONER AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER BOBBY
CORVINO: Members of the council. Can you repeat your question,
do you mind?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Just leading up, we know that
the LA28 is coming, you know, up in a couple of years, and the
MBO event is the week after the Olympics, as I understand it.
Are we doing anything differently for the MBO events leading up
to the Olympics, or is the plan just to keep everything the same

as we've done it in the past?
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COMMISSIONER AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER BOBBY
CORVINO: Well, we've been very thoughtful in our approach to the
event, and we're certainly open to working with the city and
other partners within the beach volleyball community to see how
we can appropriately scale the event and, you know, prepare for
the event in LA 2028.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay. And then as far as just
some of the conversations, I've had with people in the community
who are in the volleyball world, just questions that they had
is, will TV and exposure, you know, PR exposure be the same? Is
it going to change for the next coming few years?

COMMISSIONER AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER BOBBY
CORVINO: Well, right now the AVP is in the middle of a multi-
year television contract with the CW network for the Manhattan
Beach Open. So that is this year and most likely again next
year. So, we'll be able to revisit that moving into the 28th
season post-Olympics. So that is our goal and to continue to
ramp up sponsorship with our enhanced television coverage.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay, so the plan is to increase
coverage, increase visibility for the event?

COMMISSIONER AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER BOBBY

CORVINO: Yes.
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COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay. And then will you be
having the same draws, the same draw max? And then also, is
there any change over the prize money in the next few years?

COMMISSIONER AND CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER BOBBY
CORVINO: Sure, yes. So, the Manhattan Beach Open is our largest
tournament, which is 32 duos per gender, so that is going to be
consistent with our plan moving in perpetuity. And as far as the
prize money, I mean, we've been very consistent. This is our
largest prize money of any event we have. You know, as the event
hopefully scales up and we have continued support from our
sponsors, we certainly would evaluate increasing the prize money
as well, but it's not going to go down.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay. All right, thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Sure. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, thank you. So, I think
Archie might be able to answer this, but I want to thank you for
your presentation or for your answers. I want to thank you for
your answers. So, Archie, on the site plan, slide number five.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Please, if we can take a look
at that. The orientation of there is. There's a row of stands
actually on top of the pier, right? Or on the pier walkway.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR ARCHIE SHERMAN: Correct.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. And so, then there's, I
think, a shorter grandstand right to the south of it.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So, can everybody on the
pier see over?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: That one to the south?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Yes. And when I
spoke previously about the beach, there's kind of a, it's
expanding there, there's more of a gap because of the runoff
right there. But those are bleachers on the pier that we brought
down from our local parks, and it was returned to the old
school. We used to do that years ago and you can see sitting in
those over into stadium court, absolutely.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: And also, when you, and those
are open to the public, right?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: And then on the pier, are
there viewing areas? So, if someone is, you see where the
wheelchair indicator there on the pier steps? So, in that sort
of section there, can they see over all the stands on the west
side there? Or I'm sorry, on the north side? Can they see when

they're standing on the pier?
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SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Yeah, if you're
not seated in those seats on the pier, if you're in the front
row, the only thing that would block you is if someone else is
on the railing in front of you, if you're shorter or anything.
But there's really no unobstructed view from the pier which was
you know it was good to return to that.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Archie my question goes to comparing the
now expired three-year agreement with the proposed new five-year
agreement and in your presentation, you identified a few of the
various changes but maybe I just want to have a better
understanding of why five-year agreement as opposed to a three-
year but what is in that consideration?

SENTOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: For the coastal
or?

MAYOR LESSER: I thought the agreement that's proposed
is for 2026 to 2031.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Let me clarify.
It's a six-year coastal CDP and TUP permit.

MAYOR LESSER: Got it.

SENTOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: And a three-year

agreement with AVP.
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MAYOR LESSER: Are there any other elements that the
council and the public should be aware of in terms of how the
expiring agreement compares with the new one?

SENTOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: So, the new one
a couple changes. So, there is three-year agreement with the
option to opt out after one year and then a three-year addition
in single years, year four, year five, year six. This all goes
back to our history of we normally run a coastal permit for
three years simultaneously with our three-year agreements with
AVP and our building plan in ComDev as well.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, thank you. Hi, Archie.
Okay, so how many, so, Councilmember Tarnay was speaking of
maybe declining attendance and talked about weather. And I just
I don't have a sense, I don't know if it says in the report how
many people attended this year versus last year. Do we have

those numbers? Just in terms of this, obviously you can't

’

4

control the pier and stuff like that. But do we have numbers for

attendees?

SENTIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: For last year,
don't.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Because it would be helpful to
see that over the years, like even not just last year and the

year before.
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SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Agree.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Right.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: And two years
ago, we did the NEO tracking.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: With the six man
and the MBO.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Right. Well, we should be able
to look at how many tickets or something. Right? Like just to
see, because.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: For ticketing.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, for ticketing.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Get that info.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: You can't. You can't see how
many people maybe are going through the free, you know, whatever
you call it, expo around it or the pier. But how many tickets
you're selling? I'd be curious on that. And then I think I'm
curious. I know I'm curious about like the VIP area there that's
kind of on the east near, you know, closest to the bike path.
How is that footprint? Now I know that's what the footprint was
last year. Correct?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Correct.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. And then is there an
additional. Oh no, that's a player area. How is that different?
Is it more or less than years past in terms of capacity for VIP?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: In previous
years we would do the L shape that encroached over the --.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Bike Path.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: --bike path and
that created two VIP areas. You'wve gone away with that to kind
of lessen the load on the load in and the build.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: To be fewer
days.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And I mean, I'm just curious. I
want to know, I'm curious about the whole VIP aspect. I mean, I
know that we have to. Not we, the AVP would have to have that to
help with costs and sponsorships, et cetera. But I am curious as
to how many. What's the capacity of VIP, what's the capacity of
the paid tickets and what's the capacity of the public tickets?
And is there any way to increase capacity at all? Is it truly
just the beach and under the pier erosion, which was so
interesting. I didn't know that. Like, is that really hurting us

in terms of capacity?
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SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Each year it
changes and we have to validate and get dimensions set before
the build.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Wow. I see, I see.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: I just wanted to
Jjump in briefly. So, as you may know, ticket sales limited to
25% of total attendance. And so, the ticket sales themselves are
sold out each year, every day.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So, 25% of the seating is
ticket by ticket.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So is 75% public or.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: But how much of this? What,
what about the VIP, is that part of the tickets? The 25%.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct. The VIP
area as well, as well as the box seats is how. How it's
calculated for 25% of the total capacity.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: And those are
again, sold out each day.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: And that's why it's
challenging to count attendance because so many of the tickets

are. So many of the. So much of the attendance is not ticketed.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: True. Well, only 25%. No, 75%.
Sorry. Gotcha. Because the 75% is the public. Okay, sorry. Okay,
that's very helpful.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: I apologize. I
just want, just quickly, I just wanted to also mention, just
speaking about the scale in general of this, I think this, from
what we've heard from the community, this is the sweet spot. And
as we've kind of tried a few different setups, I think we got a
lot of pushbacks when you weren't able to view from the pier.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: 100%.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: So, I think this
is the nice balance for load in, loadout impact, overall impact,
and still having that kind of old school community feel but
still allowing viewing from the pier.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, no, I agree. And I think
I have another question here. But that, that makes a lot of
sense. The number of fans. That's really helpful. The build out.
So, the erosion is a real. Is it, is, 1s it just a different
thing every year or is it steadily getting worse? Every year is
actually what I want to know.

SENTOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: It hasn't been
improving.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: It hasn't been improving.
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SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: And every year
there are a lot of stakeholders involved with this, and one of
them is the LA county lifeguards. And so, the biggest goal we
have to on the west side of the beach is work with the
lifeguards to keep their emergency driving lane over. And that's
been coming further east.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. It's really helpful to
hear about the 75-25 split. You know, I do remember that now.
That is important. There was one other thing, but there you go.
That's all I got right now.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yes. Thank you. Archie, would
you mind just giving us a brief overview of the partnership
between AVP and the MBO event and whether or not we've ever had
it produced by any other organizations?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: There were. It's
been, like I said, 38 years. I think it started 1984, I would
like to say. And then there was in 2010, AVP dropped out last
second. And the city actually took that on. And someone's in the
crowd tonight who actually was our Tournament Director.

MAYOR LESSER: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Hi, Jay.

Page 55 of 138




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

SENTOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: And then we
worked with Jose Corvo or IMG Productions for the following two
years. And then AVP came back in 2014, I want to say.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: And has the process for just
contracting for the event only been with AVP? Have there been
other organizations that have reached out, expressing interest
in helping the city produce event?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Not for the
Manhattan Beach Open.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Not for, but for

other tournaments.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: There's been
others. Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Question? All right. If not. This is.
Thank you. This is a public hearing, so I will now open public
hearing. Except there is a question.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Sorry. I'm so sorry. I'm so
sorry. The only. The question was. And I think I know the
answer, but so there's the coastal development permit happens

regardless of who's doing it. Right. Like so, the coastal
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development permit for however many years is its own separate
thing. Correct?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR SHERMAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. That's what I need to
know. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. This is a public hearing. I'll
open the public hearing. Public comment. Any member of the
public care to come down and comment on this item up to two
minutes in chambers.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JOHN SPERAW: Honorable mayor, city
council members, good to see you again. I was going to stay
quiet on this, but I. I did want to make a comment. My name is
John Speraw, CEO of USA Volleyball. And we certainly are
interested in. We are interested in the future of the sport. And
so, we wanted to understand and made some connections in early
October about exactly what the plan was on this contract, which
I know you're now voting on. So, we reached out to the city, and
I connected with Mark and had a meeting with Mark and definitely
put our hat in the ring to say we're interested in running this
event. It was communicated to us from Mark, which I totally
understood that we should have some communication with Bobby and
the AVP. And we did that, and I've had some good conversations
with Bobby. As the AVP has looked at their future model for how

they're moving forward. And this was communicated clearly with
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Bobby. We have a responsibility as USA Volleyball to prepare our
athletes for the Olympic Games first and foremost. It's a real
priority for us, as well as just serving the community and
growing the game. We also are very interested in the LA28
moment. It's as big as it's ever going to get for our sport and
we're incredibly excited about it. Archie was right. This is the
Wimbledon, the granddaddy of them all. This is the best
tournament. And we really have tremendous respect for what you
have here as an asset that the city owns. And we wanted to
almost give what you would say, first right of refusal to the
city to say, how do you want to be involved with LA28 and how do
you want to be involved in that process, which we have the
ability to facilitate. So, as it was stated here that has there
ever been to your, to your question about has anybody ever
demonstrated interest in this event? That was expressed clearly
to the city in October. And USAV would like to continue this
conversation about how we can operate this event because it fits
the model of how this event should look for the Olympic
athletes. The AVP is moving more to a league and is now termed
these types of events as heritage events. That's not our view.
We view these events as the sport and the future of the sport.
It's not our heritage, it's our present. It is our future. And
you, the city, have the pinnacle event of those types of

opportunities. So, as we look forward to what we can do as USA
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Volleyball, we think we have a role to further the sport in this
format because it serves the Olympic model and the communities
of volleyball that play this game. So, I just wanted to amend
the record to let it state that we definitely clearly
communicated with the city in early October. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. And for members of the
public, I did misspeak. I said two minutes. In fact, it's three
minutes for a public hearing item. If any member of the public
would like to address this item. Any further comments? Those
that are in Chamber? Please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JAY PARKER SAIKLEY: Good evening,
Mayor, and council members. My name is Jay Parker Saikley. My
father was Charlie Saikley, the person who started the Manhattan
Beach Open in 1960. It was run by the City of Manhattan Beach up
until about 1982 and the AVP started to be formed and he
continued to run the qualifier in the event through 1990. In
2010 on the ABV folded, I had the wonderful opportunity in the
50th anniversary of the tournament to make an ode to where it
came from run old school event with the long courts and a
leather volleyball. That was a wonderful event. I just am here
to speak tonight on behalf of the city in the relationship with
the AVP to continue to work with them to create and keep alive
the Wimbledon of beach volleyball. Something that I do hold in

my heart. It was a family. It's been my family for a long time
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and the relationship's been there too. To this day I still
reinstall the volleyball posts every year after the AVP leaves.
So, you get about one day when you see no courts out there and
then a day or two later, they're all put back exactly in the
same place. So that's been a long-standing relationship with the
AVP and the city of Manhattan beach, something that I used to do
with my father when he was still here. And keeping those
relationships within the city I think is very important. That's
about all I have to say.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Jay. Thank you. Any other
members of the public in chamber that care to address this item?
Martha, 1is anybody on Zoom that would like speak on this item?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on zoom.

MAYOR LESSER: Which case I'll close public comment
hearing. Colleagues? Councilman Tarnay, did you want to speak
for.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Oh, that was from earlier.

MAYOR LESSER: That's from earlier. To get us started.
I do see that there is a motion proposed by Mayor Pro Tem
Franklin. Do you want to see you want to state the motion for us
starting our conversation?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: The motion would be to adopt
resolution number 26-0026, approving the coastal development

permit and temporary use permits, approve a special permit for
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limited alcoholic beverage use and adopt resolution number 26-
0027 approving an agreement.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. And I see that has been seconded
by Councilmember Charelian, colleagues?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Well, I'm wondering if our
director wants to say.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: I apologize. I
just wanted to take a moment to clarify something. And so, USA
Volleyball did express interest and the direction from myself as
well as the team has been ongoing discussions with AVP. Because
I think that is the model that we're looking for the beach
community, for the volleyball players, for the sport itself. We
want people to work together, right? Each person has their own
skill set that they can contribute to make the sport better, to
help the players more, to build a better community for Manhattan
Beach, the granddaddy of everyone. And so that was the
direction. The other direction was a specific proposal. We don't
have a proposal from USA Volleyball. We need a specific
proposal. How are you going to load in? How are you going to
load at what date, what time, who's going to be playing, what's
the impact on the community? And so, we have not received that.
If we receive that as any other major special event, we would

run that through the special event permit process. So, I just
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wanted to provide clarity on what those communications were and
what I have directed in terms of our conversations.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilman Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you. I just wanted to say
first of all, I really appreciate the partnership with AVP. My
family, we're all big volleyball fans. My daughter played and my
husband still plays, as he calls it, old man volleyball. So,
we're big fans. Having said that, I think this is a great
opportunity for us to look at how the event MBO is like the
ground, the crown jewel of our city as far as the events, any
event goes. And I think it's an opportunity for us to look at
how we produce the event and what's in the best interest of our
city and the public. One of my big concerns, you know, in the
past was accessibility for parents and students and the
athletes, the young athletes who are developing in the
community. That's for me paramount, right? The historical. Thank
you, Mr. Saikley for speaking today because that's so important
to me is that we are, we're a breeding ground for world-class
volleyball athletes. And I want us to continue to be that going
in the future. And with the Olympics LA28 looming, just a couple
of years, it's going to fly by. I want us to be able to work

towards that and put forward the best product. And so, I know
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there is a motion on the floor right now, if you would entertain
a friendly amendment and limiting it to one year for this for
right now and continuing the conversation, I'd like to hear more
about what we're doing. That's going to be different, you know,
that's going to be forward looking and opportunities hopefully
for the different organizations to work collaboratively because
I think there is a history for both to have a place in this, if
not MBO, at least just volleyball in Manhattan Beach in general
and LA 28. And so that would be my suggested friendly amendment.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: I'm inclined not to do that
because this is a, the history here of working with AVP and the
teams and they know how to set this up and everything like that.
I would say, let's go ahead and proceed with this and vote on
this and then just, you know, maybe we can do some sort of study
on what could be done. From what I understand, we're, we have no
involvement, right. With the, with the Olympics. I mean, it's
going to be, the volleyball is going to be where?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Our athletes are going to be all
involved.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: But in terms of the location?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: We also might be having
practices here.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: We would. Teams are renting.
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COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Teams are renting space here.
So, we will be a big part of the Olympics.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: There's plenty of room on the
beach to do that. I, I just don't see why we should interrupt,
you know, what has been, you know, constructed over many, many
years. I mean, you see these people set this up. It is a --.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Absolutely.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: It is a, amazing
transformation in a very short period of time. So, I don't know
if we can vote with the friendly amendment or.

MAYOR LESSER: Well, just at this moment, you, as the
maker of the moment, maker of the motion, are declining the
friendly amendment. And I see Council member Howorth would like
to make a comment. And then I have a question for staff.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, no, I have a comment. And
I think that the way. What I heard and I Director Leyman, the.
It's a three-year contract, but every year it's a. We have the
right to opt out.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: That's correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So that's built in. So, I would
suggest, I actually agree with the makers of the motion that,
you know, it's been a good relationship, it's been a good
history. But I think we have somebody here saying, hey, hey,

hey, let's, you know, let's make this even better. So, let's see
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what happens. You know, let's make, make this better. I think I
really appreciate the community flavor of what has been created
thus far. I think that, but looking towards the Olympics is
important. So hopefully, you know, it seems to me that American
volleyball, that's the name of the, you know, developing
players. Right. I think, you know, trying to protect the future
of the sport is about the players. It's about coaching, it's
about that culture and community. And I'd like to see some, you
know, some participation or tie in if there's, if there's, a
nexus there like that that could be really good for our
community as well. So, I'm good with the motion because there 1is
an out. If we don't love it, you know, then whatever. But I have
faith that we will. You know, I Jjust want to say I don't play
volleyball. No one in my family does. And we are not, I am not
birthing athletic greats, but I value tradition and I wvalue the
community soul, if you will. The other thing I do want to say,
Councilmember Franklin. I'm just going to say it. I'm sorry,
Mayor Pro Tem. There's a lot going to be happening here during
the Olympics, whether we do anything or not. There are already
teams looking, you know, renting homes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: It's wonderful.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Well, I hope, I hope so. But I
mean, we, we are going to be. We need to show them that we

welcome these volleyball players, that this is the place they
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want to be and we want them here. This is where they want to
come. So, 1t does matter.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Terrific.

MAYOR LESSER: For my comments, I actually have a
question, and I want to ask for the City Manager. So, this goes
back to the question of the term what's being proposed. And
there's now a motion on the, on the floor, which is for, at a
minimum, a three-year term, is that correct?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: It's a three-year term for
the agreement with AVP. However, there is an option that we
built in for the city to be able to opt out.

MAYOR LESSER: Opt-out after what period of time-?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: After one year.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: After one year.

MAYOR LESSER: After one year. That's what I wanted to

clarify.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: As long as we give 180 days
notice.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, that's what I wanted to
know.

MAYOR LESSER: So, it's 180 days' notice. And I'm just
wondering how that might impact television rights negotiation
for streaming online. Is that something that perhaps AVP is

looking to use as a basis for its contracting? And I just wanted
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to better understand the implications of reducing it from three
years to one.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: My understanding from what
Bobby mentioned earlier, is that they have an agreement with CW,
sorry, CW for this year and next year.

MAYOR LESSER: So. Okay. Okay. Thank you. But again,
the motion on the floor is still for the three-year term. Thank
you, Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you. And I appreciate
what my colleague said. And just, you know, being former
employee, you know, there's always an out in an agreement. So,
it's just a matter of. It's the amount of time that's required
prior to the, to the end of the one year. But as Director Leyman
said, we, you know, we have a protocol in place. If we get
someone to submit a special event, it goes through the protocol,
it gets vetted, and then it may or may not come to council. But
ultimately, we'll see something if the team and staff gets a
chance to take a look at it. So, as Director Leyman mentioned,
that has not happened. So, what's in front of us is, you know,
this tradition that we have and, you know, you know, I. That's
only comments I have.

MAYOR LESSER: Great.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Call for the question.

Page 67 of 138




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

MAYOR LESSER: I think from my closing comments, I'm in
support of this relationship that we've had. It's a true big
part of our community, this relationship that we've had over
many years. I'm receptive to new proposals, but they have to be
specific. I think to address Parks and Rec Director's comments,
we need a specific proposal. This has to go through the Coastal
Commission. We have to have specificity. But for now, this is
what's in favor of it. So, I'm in favor. I will be in favor.
Call for the gquestion.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Colleagues.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Quick break?

MAYOR LESSER: Break. Stand in recess, five minutes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Thank you.

[RECESS]

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Pegasus. Can we go live?
14. CONSIDERATION AND INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
SECTION 10.90.060 OF THE MANHATTAN BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE TO
SPECIFY THAT PUBLIC ART FUNDS MAY BE USED FOR PERFORMANCE ARTS
AND OTHER FORMS OF ART

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. I'd like to call back the

order our city council meeting of March 17th. And we proceed now
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with Item number 14, which is a consideration and introduction
of an ordinance amending section 10.90.060 of Manhattan Beach
Municipal Code to specify that public art funds may be used for
performance arts and other forms of art.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: Good evening,
Mayor Lesser and members of the City Council. The staff report
for the draft ordinance will be provided by Senior Planner Ted
Faturos. Eric Brinkman from the Parks and Recreation Department
is also here tonight.

SENIOR PLANNER FATUROS: Good evening, Mayor, and
members of the City Council. My name is Ted Faturos, Senior
Planner here in the City's Planning division, and I'm here to
present for your consideration the zone text amendment to modify
the types of public art that may be funded by the city's art and
public spaces program. Starting with some background, the city's
Art and Public places fee is located in Chapter 10.90 of the
Manhattan Beach Municipal Code, and the fee funds works of art
placed in public places or incorporated into public buildings,
art education programs or art display programs. The fee is equal
to 1% of the eligible projects, building valuation, and the fee
has been part of the municipal code since 2002. The city's Parks
and Recreation program proposed to amend section MBMC 10.90.060
to modify the allowable projects and activities that can be

funded with this fee, specifically to expand the types of media
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that can be funded and then to also allow the funding of
performances. The Planning Commission reviewed this request and
unanimously approved or approved the recommendation to the
council to adopt this ordinance. The reason the Planning
Commission even reviewed the item is because this fee exists in
title 10 of the Municipal Code and that's the planning and
zoning title, and the Planning Commission has jurisdiction over
that title. This is the proposed language. I'll quickly read it.
It says 10.90.060 use of funds. Fees collected pursuant to this
section may be used to fund works of art placed in public places
or incorporated into public buildings, including but not limited
to, sculpture, sound installations, video, film, audio, digital,
hybrid and other emerging art forms, performances presented by
professional or amateur performers, art education programs, art
display and exhibition programs, and other works of art approved
by the City Council. The project is, or I'm sorry, the proposed
code amendment is exempt from CEQA, and the ordinance goes into
the details of that exemption. This public hearing was noticed
in the local paper, and the city did receive a public comment
from an individual who expressed opposition to the proposed code
amendment. The same individual also gave a comment to the
Planning Commission, also expressing opposition. That concludes
my presentation. Staff recommends that the City Council conduct

a public hearing and introduce ordinance number 26-0006,
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amending MBMC section 10.90.060 to expand the types of public
art that may be funded by the city's Art and Public Places
program. I'd be happy to answer any questions you may have and
as Director Alkire said, we also have members of the Parks and
Rec Department who can answer any questions as well.

MAYOR LESSER: Great.

SENIOR PLANNER FATUROS: Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Ted. I'm going to start out
with some questions, and I actually have questions more for our
arts manager. Eric, can you state your full name and title?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Sure, yeah. My
name is Eric Brinkman. I'm Senior Recreation Supervisor for
Cultural Arts.

MAYOR LESSER: So, my questions go to public art piece
side of this and that has to do. What is the current budget for
our public Arts trust fund? And I'm sorry, I didn't know you in
advance. That I’d be asking.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Sure, I have
that handy. Just one second. Yeah. So, the approximate trust
fund balance is 1.6 million. That leaves an allocated balance of
approximately 1 million and an unallocated balance of

approximately 6 million or, sorry, 600,000. Excuse me.
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MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. The Cultural Arts Commission,
are they not reviewing our arts master plan at the current time
as part of their work plan?

SENTOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah, that's
correct. It's not quite kicked off right now, but it will be in
the coming months. Yes.

MAYOR LESSER: So how does this action align with
wanting our Cultural Arts Commission to explore our arts master
plan? Granted, council doesn't have to allocate funds or
anything other than works of public art that fall within the
master plan. But why would we be doing this at this time now?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: So, it's to
broaden access and, you know, align with industry standards.
There's a lot of cities such as West Hollywood, Santa Monica,
Culver City, that have amended their ordinances to include these
new and emerging types of media and particularly performing
arts.

MAYOR LESSER: I guess the challenge that I have, and I
frame this as a question is how might the modification affect
the ability and the capacity of the city to buy more significant
works of public art, which was the whole point of this fund.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: So, again, I
want to state that any of these projects will still have to

follow the same protocol, which will be vetted by first the
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commission, and then any allocation from the public art fund
would have to be approved by city council. So again, it's just
giving us flexibility to explore different options in public art
realm outside of physical, static art. Works of art, which was
the focus when this ordinance was first adopted in 2002. But the
public art landscape has changed dramatically in that time, and
we want to stay abreast to these new and emerging opportunities
of art to serve more people, frankly.

MAYOR LESSER: Forgive me, but I have to push back. So
how has this landscape changed?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: So, yeah,
there's so many different types of new and emerging artworks.
Temporary artworks are very popular now. It allows you to
respond to cultural moments. I mean, we have LA28 coming up.
That would give this the ability to have these activate
activations within the city to, you know, capitalize on these,
on these cultural moments. You know, digital art is also a huge
emerging art form. It allows you to reach more people than just
having this singular static piece of artwork. So that's a couple
of examples.

MAYOR LESSER: And there would not be funding sources
for these other works other than our general fund. Is that what

this is really about? Okay, yeah, that's correct.
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: If I may, Mayor Lesser add
to your earlier question about the balance, I'd just like to
remind the council that that balance over the next year is going
to increase tremendously due to the lineup of projects that are
in plan check right now.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you. Thank you very much,
Eric. Appreciate it. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, to that question. City
Manager Mirzakhanian. I mean, what, what will those numbers look
like, you know?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I don't have an estimate
avallable at this moment, but it's 1% of the wvaluation of each
project. That's what's written into the code.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, but we don't have a.
Even a projected number on that.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Not right now. I could get
you that, though.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. And the status of these
new projects. They could go or not go. I mean, I know they're
submitting plans and things like that, but.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: That is correct. So, if a
building permit. A building permit can't be issued without the
collection of the fee. So, if they pull a building permit, that

means they're going to have to pay the fee.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So, they can do all the
planning and everything. And then when they pull the. When they
pull the permit, that's when it's due.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, do we have? We don't have
any idea, 1like, what it's going to look like next fiscal year or
the fiscal year after that?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I can give you an example
of one of the ROD projects that's in the pipeline. It would be
half a million, essentially.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. For the one project.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. Pulling permits would
might take place when for that project?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: That I don't know, I'd have
to check to see where they are, how many plan check rounds
they've completed. I don't know off the top of my head.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. All right, great. And
so, on the programming and the like and the other forms, you
know, of art, I didn't see, like, specific examples, you know,
in terms of what, other than a physical statue or piece of art,
you know, what would we be seeing exactly? If we have such a big

amorphous universe out there, I think it's our responsibility to
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kind of narrow it down a little bit, since this is a new way, a
new path for us.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I believe we did that.
Build that into the report. Mayor, if you give me one second. I
think concerts in the park is one of the examples that we
pointed out. Concerts in the park. That was one of the examples
we pointed out in the staff report.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. And that's funded now by
what? By the?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: General.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: General funding.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Excuse me, asking over here.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay, well.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: And I'm asking for the benefit
of other people that may not know.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So. So that's coming out
of our general fund. And so, this is an opportunity to take
money from the Arts and Public Places fund to partially fund,
completely fund?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Either one. Ultimately, it
would be up to the council.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, can we get, you know,

some other examples other than concerts in the park?
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: The Shakespeare series in
the summer.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. How is that usually
organized? How is it paid for? How Is it. How do they make
money?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah, that's
paid for out of the general fund as well.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So right now, it comes out of
our general fund, the Shakespeare in the Park. Okay. And I mean,
what other kind of, I see dance in here and I see, you know, you
talked about the temporary art and things like that. What kind
of budget are these things? My concern is we're essentially down
to 600,000 in allottable funds that we can allocate. You know,
is like one project going to be $300,000.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: So, for
temporary works of artworks, which is one of the things that
we're considering, that would be a much lower price point given
the fact that they are temporary, they're not permanent, so they
don't have to go through all of the design phase, the
engineering requirements and things like that. So just a much
lower, lower barrier to entry in the performing arts realm.
There's lots of different, you know, media that you could be

involved with, there's, you know, film, music that doesn't just
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have to be in concerts in the park that can be in other
facilities. So, yeah, there's.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. All right, thank you. No
more questions.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor. Eric,
couple of quick questions. Ted, thank you for the presentation.
So allocated we have $1 million, unallocated $600,000, and
potentially maybe that amount next fiscal year. Of the $1
million allocated, is there a sunset on those funds? And if
there 1s, what's the earliest sunset? Because I know these funds
sunset.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yes. So, the
next date for expirable funds, funds that need to be allocated
is 38,000, and that's in 2027.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Oh, okay. Yeah. So, it's
(inaudible) . Okay. That's all I have for now. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes, thank you, Mr. Mayor. So,
council, would the, would the proposed art still come to council
for approval? So, you know, even concerts in the park, it's not
like we're not going to do concerts in park, but would have come
forward to say, we propose, you know, paying for this this way.

So, it would still come to council. So, if there was going to be
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some sort of, you know, oh, so sorry, I don't want this buzzing
soccer scores. If there was some sort of art piece, some sort
of, you know, light up the green belt art piece, that would
still have to come to council and we could ask our due diligence
questions, like, wait, have you thought about the neighbors?
They don't want the green belt lighting up at night. That would
still come to council?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah, that's
correct. Any allocation would have to be approved by council.
Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay, so what you're saying is,
it's not like we, the commission says, oh, we definitely want to
do different kinds of things. It said if these great things come
forward, they want to be able to consider them.

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: It's just
widening our options.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Widening the options. Okay,
thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other council questions?
If not, this is a public hearing item and open the public
hearing to public comment. Any members of the public in chamber
care to address this item?

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEFAN KUMPA: I got to fight the

crowds here tonight, I guess. Good evening again, Mayor Lesser
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and councilmembers. Stefan Kumpa here. Great topic always, Ted.
Great presentations. I think that it would be good to have wise
for us to have some definitions of what fits in here, because I
think when we talk about what gets paid by what bucket of money,
I think that'd be very helpful for guidance to the different
councils and what comes to you. So, it's, there's some clarity
around that. Two, I think something that is a concern I'm
getting a feel for is, boy, if we give this, would we see a big
shift to, you know, the temporary art of what we call it. Maybe
there's some conversation about, you know, what percentage of
our budget would we want to allocate to this or not? So maybe
there's some guidance that the council could provide. And then I
remember we had some conversations on maintaining our artwork.
Does this have any impact to that and how do we allocate that?
So maybe there's some guidance when we talk about the budget
that we kind of set guidelines and framework there. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other members of the
public care to address this item?

PUBLIC COMMENTER MARIE KOLMI: Good evening, Mayor
Lesser, Council. I'm Marie Kolmi. I'm here as a longtime
resident of Manhattan Beach and just wanted to speak very
briefly in support of enhancing the language in the municipal
code. You know, I'm grateful for the code that we do have in the

public art support that the community has because I think it's
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such a big and vital and important part of our community. And I
have appreciated council's support in that all the way along,
and I think we're fortunate to have this. I support changing the
language because I think it does help our community keep in step
with current interest in times. I think, you know, it would
allow the city flexibility in offering different types of public
art alternatives and hopefully touch a broader base of our
community. I mean, that's what I'm interested in, touching more
people and having an opportunity of engaging more people. And I
think, you know, broadening the language doesn't negatively
impact our public art programming, but I think it would enrich
the opportunities that we could consider. And it sends an
important message that, you know, we want to move forward and be
proactive and provisionary with our public art programming. I
don't think we're locked in. I think it sends an important
positive message. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other members of the
public that care to address this item in chamber? If not Martha,
is anybody on Zoom that would care to address this item?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on zoom.

MAYOR LESSER: Which case, I'll close the public
hearing. Public comment on this item and turn to council.

Councilmember Howorth.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. I
appreciate where I think I hear some concern. I'm supportive of
this, but I. But what I think I'm hearing is, oh, maybe we won't
end up with murals and paintings and sculptures if we do this.
Maybe, maybe that's a concern. I thought Stefan's questions
about definitions, you know, maybe we want to provide
definitions. I would rather keep open. Keep it open for
flexibility. However, I thought that that was an interesting
question, and that's my preference, but I thought that was
interesting. But I also thought we do. We could, we could ask
the arts commission to come back with a policy about balance,
you know that the council could give direction, that we do want
to be sure that a certain majority of funding goes towards more
permanent types of work if we wanted. And maybe we come back and
discuss that or give direction to them to come back to us. I
think that might give some people, you know, maybe that could
give more comfort. But I really do think that this is sort of an
industry, if you call it an industry standard. It gives
flexibility. There's more art types of art today than there were
20, 30, 40 years ago, 10 years ago. You know, it used to be that
photography wasn't considered an art form and Alfred Stieglitz
had to, you know, pound the pavement and, you know, to get it
into the museums and all of that. So, I really, I love that we

have this program. I love that there's most likely going to be
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pretty large contributions, if you will, made to these funds
because of these, you know, developments that are happening. And
I think it would be wise for us to do this. It gives us
flexibility and, you know, the more we can support art in our
community, I think it enhances our community and the world
around us. So, I will be supporting this.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. And I just
wanted to echo what my colleague just spoke about is just, I
appreciate staff coming up with this and really looking forward.
I mean, 1it's about expanding what we know is art, and we've seen
the evolution. I actually saw a recent segment on 60 Minutes
about AI art, you know, the production of AI art, which wouldn't
fit into any existing definition right now. So, what I see with
the proposal is flexibility without taking any control from our
city. So, I appreciate that the Arts Commission will be doing
its part in vetting out the art, and I do like the suggestion
of, you know, having a discussion about the percentage of the
types of art we want. And so those are helpful conversations.
But I do think when it comes to art, more is better and I'm not
afraid of us losing control over it. Sounds like you all have a
plan in place to make sure that we bring a tasteful, meaningful,
impactful, thought-provoking art into our city. So, I do have a

motion to introduce Ordinance 26-0006.
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MAYOR LESSER: And I see that has been seconded by
Councilmember Howorth. For my own remarks, I come to a different
conclusion, and I want to propose maybe a different pathway
forward, subject to the context of which this is before our
council as a public hearing item. I understand that with what's
being proposed in the form of projects, there is going to be a
larger sum that's going to come into our Art Places Fund. And as
a result, staff is trying to be proactive and trying to
anticipate other types of art. But I'm not ready to vote on this
in its current form. This has not gone to our Cultural Arts
Commission for any larger discussion. Presently right now, we
just heard that there's $1.6 million in this fund, of which
600,000 is currently unprogrammed. And the whole point of this
original fund was to be able to purchase more substantive pieces
of art that were more expensive, that would cost more, that
would be more significant works of art. I want to better
understand how this change might impact that. Yes. By simply
voting in favor of this measure tonight. Council is the ultimate
decider of how the funds are going to be used. But it is in
contrast to what the original point of this fund was when it was
set up in 2002, and how it is operated for what? What's that, 24
years, where it was intended to subsidize art, particularly
fixed works of art, to enhance our city. So, I'm not prepared to

vote on it as it's presently presented. I'd like to have further
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discussion. I see our City Manager would like to weigh in and
also see Mayor Pro Tem Franklin would like to have a word.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I just wanted to add two
pieces of clarification for the council to consider. The first
is that as a part of the arts master plan update, the commission
is going to be considering definitions per se, of what falls
into this. So that is part of the effort already. And the second
thing is that the city has an obligation to expend the funds
that we receive through this program in five years, I believe,
if I'm not mistaken. And if we don't expend those funds, then we
have to return them to the developers. And so, this also gives
us an opportunity to ensure that we are expending those funds in
a timely manner, and it just broadens our opportunities on which
we could spend them.

MAYOR LESSER: I'd like to ask a follow up, if I could
Mayor Pro Tem. So, could this be directed to the Cultural Arts
Commission for a more global view on this before we're asked to
just vote on it tonight to give the authority over?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: It could. It would just
delay the expenditures.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Thank you. Our cultural art
program is really amazing with a few exceptions, like my

pelicans that we've talked about in the past, but it really is a
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great idea. There was great vision 24 years ago to find a way to
fund this, to make developers pay that money into this fund. And
then we had a process by which we were going to go ahead and
select art to display around the city. I appreciate, you know,
you know, the deadlines and things like that, but I mean, if
this were a business plan and I were to say, where's your money
coming from? Well, there's going to be these projects and
they're going to be happening and, you know, and we're going to
be getting this money, you know, later on. You know, this is why
I asked about, you know, the money. This is why I asked about,
you know, where it's coming from, how, you know, what would it
look like? What are some of these projects? What, you know, what
would be the, you know, the cost of these projects and, you
know, and their duration and things like that. I mean, it just.
I think we would be remiss if we, you know, go back to the
group, you know, 24 years ago who had this great intention to do
this. It would. We would be remiss if we didn't provide the
specificity. I'm sure they did then, you know, of what I don't
know. I didn't look in the archives. But that's what concerns me
is that, you know, these big projects require capital. Capital
markets are just roiling right now. Okay. We could have another
2008 and collapse of that market, and then we wouldn't be seeing
that money rolling in like we anticipate. Okay. So, I just want

to see more projections on what the money is coming in. What
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more projections on what the projects are so that we can just,
you know, take our fiduciary responsibility and really delve
into this so that there's no surprises. Also, too, it's been
said that it's, you know, it's to be fund. It's to fund, you
know, concerts in the park. Well, I mean, Parks and Recreation
is part of the general funding and the like. And so, should we
examine those costs and maybe, you know, see what needs to be
adjusted there? I know it's a, you know, it's a beloved program
and everything for the whole region, but what is its reliance on
this fund or what would its reliance be on this fund? So, I just
want to see some specific numbers so we can make a more informed
decision.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I'm about to call for the
question, but I want to point out this is no additional projects
at this point. This is just. If there are some projects that
come up that the Cultural Arts Commission think are interesting
and they want to promote to council, then we can consider them.
This is no additional. This is not growing the budget of the
commission of the public art fund, unless, you know, money. This
is not expending any more funds. So, there's a few things that
have been presented that are simply don’t, aren't factual. So,
I'm going to call for the question. I think that we're not

putting anything on the Cultural Arts Commission that they can't
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handle. We're not. We're just giving them more flexibility. So,
I see there's another comment, but then I'd like to call for the
question.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you. So currently, for
example, the concerts in the park, those are funded through the
general fund, but we typically try to go out and get donations.
I guess that's a question for Eric. Is that correct?

SENIOR RECREATION SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah, yeah.
We're actively pursuing sponsorship. Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: So, expanding. I forgot what
it was a couple of council meetings ago. Maybe it was three or
four. You know, we looked at a code that was dated. You know, it
was 40 or 50 years old. I don't remember. But, you know, some of
our codes need to be. Maybe, I think it was the business
license. Whichever one it was. Some of our codes are dated. They
need to be looked at, and they need to be expanded. They need to
be refreshed to, you know, more current definition of what
reality is. And I appreciate what Stefan said about, you know,
seeing the line items and sense of where the monies are coming
from, but all the funds in this public arts trust fund are going
to go through the public arts protocols and come to council and
say, these are going to be funded by the public art trust funds.

Do you want to do this project or not? Is that correct?
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: That is correct.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Okay. So, all I see here is
just expanding the municipal code, relieving the general fund
work where it can, and modernizing the definitions in the
municipal code. I just can't see. And I appreciate what my
colleagues have said about maybe not being ready at this time,
but I don't see. You know, we're going to council. The council
body itself, whether it's us or a future council, is going to
see every public art, you know, whatever public art is going to
be put forth, and the policymakers will make the decision
whether it's a go or a no. So that's all I have.

ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LEE: Mr. Mayor, my apologies.
Since you have a motion on the floor and a second, may I read
the title of the ordinance-?

MAYOR LESSER: So, there is a motion on the floor and
there is a second. And you may proceed.

ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LEE: Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: And do you want to identify yourself?
I'm sorry.

ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LEE: Oh, yes. I'm so sorry. My
name is Candice Lee, and I serve as Assistant City Attorney for
Manhattan Beach.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. And I apologize for not

introducing you.
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ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LEE: Not at all.

MAYOR LESSER: You may proceed.

ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LEE: I'll be reading by title,
Ordinance number 26-0006, an ordinance of the city of Manhattan
Beach amending Manhattan Beach Municipal Code Section 10.90.060
to specify that public art funds may be used for the performance
of arts and other forms of art in making a determination under
the California environmental Quality Act. Thank you, Mayor.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Lee.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Call for the question.

MAYOR LESSER: Call for the question.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 3 to 2. Mayor
Lesser. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin voting no.
K. GENERAL BUSINESS
15. DISCUSSION OF BUILDING PERMIT DISCOUNTS TO QUALIFIED OLDER
ADULTS FOR AGING IN PLACE PROJECTS

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We now move on to our general
business items. We move on to Item Number 15, which is a
discussion of building permit discount qualified older adults
for aging in place projects.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: Well, good
evening again, members of the council. Masa Alkire, Community

Development Director. Tonight's council directed discussion. The
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staff report will be provided by our building official, Ryan
Heise.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: Good evening, Honorable
Mayor, Councilmembers. Ryan Heise, Building Official. Tonight,
I'm here for the discussion of building permit discounts to
qualified older adults for aging in place projects. So, this
item did come to council or was brought up by council originally
and received two votes to move on to the next agenda and at that
agenda received three votes to be discussed tonight. So, first,
a discussion about what Aging in Place projects are. Aging in
Place refers to the ability of older adults to live in their own
homes or familiar communities safely, independently, and
comfortably as they age, without the need to move to assisted
living or nursing facilities. Successful aging in place often
requires modifications at home in order to improve safety and
accessibility. Examples of these types of projects are grab bars
and bathrooms, ramps, elevators, or chairlifts, widening
doorways and also improving lighting. The state did pass a bill
that allows for local discretion rather than the state mandating
a reduction in waiver fee program. There are there's no current
registry for how many cities have taken advantage of that bill.
However, staff has been able, unable to identify any local
cities that currently haven't have adopted those. We have

checked with local cities including El Segundo, Hermosa, Santa
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Monica, LA City, LA County, Culver City, Beverly Hills, Carson,
Compton, Torrance, Redondo Beach. Existing law also does allow
though for building permit fees to be reduced. The current
building permit fees were adopted by City Council and
implemented on July 1lst, 2025. The building permit fees adopted
specifically or specify full recovery other than permits
currently for solar panels and water heaters which are set at
City Council below the full cost recovery amount. There are also
options to or sorry, qualified older adults for the assembly
bill are seniors of at least 60 with a qualifying disability and
the city does have the option to add in additional qualifiers
such as raising the minimum qualifying age, requiring the
location to be the primary residence of the of the resident,
raising or providing income thresholds and also clarifying what
scope of work. So, there's currently, there's current
requirements since 2002 in the California Building Code to
provide aging in place design on all new projects as well as
remodels or additions. And these are the similar types of
projects such as providing reinforcement for the installation of
future grout bars in restrooms or bathrooms, adjusting
receptacle outlet switch and control heights, having minimum
interior door widths of bedrooms and bathrooms, specifying
doorbell heights and as a reminder, the cost for all of those

improvements are included in the building permit that would be
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required for the associated work already. So, there's no
additional cost for that work, but it is required and that
requirement did continue on when we adopted the 2025 building
code cycle recently. Additionally, the Manhattan Beach Municipal
Code allows for reasonable accommodations. From the strict
application of the city's land use and zoning regulations, we
received few reasonable accommodations that are applied for.
However, those that are granted are typically for elevators that
are located outside of the normal allowing allowable building
envelope and for ramps that would also extend beyond. As a
reminder with the recent user free update, the city council
approved 100% subsidy for reasonable accommodation permits, the
full cost of which was identified at $1,682.21. So, residents
may now apply for reasonable accommodation permits at no cost.
Depending on what that request is, there may still be the cost
of the building permit that does apply. There are multiple
online locations and also in-person locations for seniors to
obtain more information about grants and other subsidies for
aging in place projects as well as a sense of other assistance
for seniors. And there are some potential challenges to adopting
discounts for aging and price type projects. Some of those
challenges could be a reduction in revenue because of the cost
recovery for the permits. It would have to be offset by the

general fund. Additionally, there would be administrative burden
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to the permit, permit technicians and those monitoring and
ensuring that the projects that go through this, if there was an
adopted discount program, make sure that they apply and don't
abuse the program. And also, there would be an effort to make
sure that if there was any program adopted, that there was
efficient outreach and communication to ensure the community was
aware of the program. In both the staff report and the
PowerPoint presentation, it does mention that email was
distributed. Community Development Department email list that
email did not go out, but it was properly noticed in the agenda,
and it was opposed in accordance with the law. And staff is here
tonight if you do have any questions during your discussion of
this item.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Council. Council questions. Mayor Pro
Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes. Thank you, Mayor, and
thank you. Thank you staff for doing a great job on this. I
propose this because my wife and I went through a rather
extensive remodel and you know, because we had planned and
talking about our future, we wanted to stay in our home, and we
wanted to age in place. And you know, there was a lot of

challenges that came across. First of all, it's just the energy
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to do it when you're an older adult. It's a daunting, you know,
it's a daunting process, but it's really worthwhile because, you
know, Aging in Place is desirable in terms of, you know, fitting
into a budget. You lived on a fixed income you got to figure out
how you're going to pay some of these expenses. But so, my
question, I'll leave the further comments till later but just
want to thank you all for your consideration of it. Let's see,
when you talked about the door width, there was slide number,
slide number 5. And I've talked about. So, when you're. So,
California residential code requires aging in place design. So,
if an older adult were to going to be doing this, do they have
to comply with all of that or just on the work that's being
done, you know, throughout the house or just on the work that's
being done?

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: So, anybody would have to
comply with just the areas where the work is being done, whether
they're an older adult or not, they would have to comply with
only the area of work that's happening, so it doesn't expand
beyond that area.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: For residential, single

family residential.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So, in our, 1in our case,
we added a new bathroom, master bathroom. And so, I Jjust wanted
to have an extra wide door just to accommodate a wheelchair.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: Correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Would that have been required

then?

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: It would. Okay.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: If you did it after January
2023.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Actually --.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: You submitted after that
time.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, yeah, actually we did it
before that.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: There you go.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, we did. Okay. All right,
great. And so, then you've got the electrical receptacle, outlet
switch and control height. So presumably they would be lower in
order to accommodate someone.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: So, these requirements match
the requirements for ADA that have been around for a long time.
So, it's basically, if you think about a wheelchair and the

ability for somebody to reach out, they can't be too low and
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they can't be too high. So, doorbell, the switches, the
electrical outlets, they're all in a certain reach range.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So again, it's. If
there's someone with an ADA requirement doing the, you know,
living in that home, I mean.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: Preparing for that.
Absolutely.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. Okay. But if there isn't
anybody that had, you know, say you're 75 years old and you
don't, you're not in a wheelchair or something like that, do you
still have to lower the?

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: So, if you're not doing any
work, then there's, there's no requirement. But if you're
building a new home or if you're doing a remodel like yourself
that did a new bathroom, that bathroom would have to meet all
these requirements. And that's a state code.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: That's already adopted.
There's no change needed for that here tonight. And things like
the grab bars. The grab bars are not required, but what you have
to do is you put the strengthening in the wall so that
eventually you can screw grab bars on without having to demo the
entire wall out.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Right.
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BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: It's trying to prepare for
changes in the future that may be.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Exactly. Well, we were ahead
of the time.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: You were.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: We did that. Okay. And then.
So, but that's a qualified older adult in terms of this Assembly
Bill 2023 is someone with a qualifying disability.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: Yeah. So, there's two
different options. I mean, the state allows you to reduce
specifically for those things, but also the fee schedule. You
know, you performed a fee study for the full cost recovery, and
the council has the authority to reduce fees below as you did
with solar panels and other types of [INAUDIBLE] reduced that.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, I didn't really ask this
in advance, but do we know how many homes are, you know, are
owned by, you know, someone over the age of 60? I mean, how many
in our housing stock? You know what we have? 13,000 plus homes.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: I do not currently have.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, okay.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Over 607

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Over 60. I mean, who are over
60.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. I mean.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: I do not currently have that
information.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So sorry, I didn't. I
didn't prepare because I just want to see potential impact.
Okay, that's. That's all for now. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Ryan, I think for my questions. Has the
city undertaken some form of advertising campaign or outreach to
our older adult residents about what's currently in place, what
current resources are available, including what's already been
indicated? I know for myself, I'm the delegate to the senior
advisory committee and this has not been a topic of conversation
and I would think. I just don't get the sense that there's an
awareness of this based on some of the topics that have been on
the agenda. I see the City Manager, did you want to offer some-
-2

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Mayor, are you specifically
asking about the reasonable accommodation permit, for example?

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, yes.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I don't believe that
there's been a presentation, but we're absolutely happy to do
that.

MAYOR LESSER: So, council could direct that we do that

that we start with that. I want to better understand the staff
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burden here. Is there staff capacity? If we were to go forward
and set up a permit program, and I think the legislation is
actually AB 2123, not 2023.

BUILDING OFFICIAL HEISE: You're correct. And the staff
reports 2123. The PowerPoint is incorrect. Thank you for
noticing.

MAYOR LESSER: So, help me understand what compared
capacity there currently is among staff to handle a program like
this. What would be involved? And I think community development
obviously has some other responsibilities.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I'll take that question,
Mayor Lesser. At this time, we don't have staff in community
development who are trained in either assessing ADA
qualifications or income verification for that matter. My
recommendation would be that if we do pursue a program like
this, that we'd have to bring someone on on contract to perform
those duties. Particularly because if you have planners or
permit technicians doing this type of review, then that's really
delaying them from all of the other permit work that they would
be working on. And I don't think there's an appetite for that
right now.

MAYOR LESSER: And the assumption would be the goal
would be to eliminate the cost that a permit applicant would

pay, correct?
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Correct. And but we'd be
incurring essentially the cost of the permit itself and then
also whatever we're paying for the contract.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, thank you. I'm supportive of the
idea but concerned about the implications on our study step. Any
other councilmember questions at this point? Thank you. Like to
open this item up for public comment. Any members of the public
in chambers that would care to address this item.

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEFAN KAMPE: Thank you, Ryan, for
the presentation. Stefan Kampe here, once again, great topic. I
would just like to get a little clarification on what we're
trying to achieve here. So, are we trying to have older adults
Age in Place, and we're trying to get them to stay and take the
action to do this? If so, there's a couple things here. It's
learning what you need to do, what you can do, which is
different than just discounting the permit. So, it might be a
broader thing that we want to talk about. If that's our goal. I
want to hear what our goal is a little bit more on this piece
here. The second one, and Ryan, I'm sure you can answer this
very quickly. Is reducing the permit fee is what percentage of a
total cost of a project? So, you know, if I'm remodeling and
going to cost me $20,000 to redo my bathroom, how much is my
permit? If it's only $500, we're not having a meaningful impact

there in the total cost. The meaningful impact would be is if we
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could actually provide a resource for aging adults to understand
what they can do, how they can do it, and have more information.
I think that might be a better way of helping our aging
population living on Fourth Street, where almost everybody is
over 60 years old. Okay. I think it would be very nice for them
to hear something like that. Thank you for your time.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other members of the
public in chambers that care to address this item, seeing none.
Martha, anybody on Zoom?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, we have Ray Joseph.

PUBLIC COMMENTER RAY JOSEPH: Hi. One of the things
that's really important is speed, because when my grandmother
fell, when elderly people start falling, it's you're counting
the days. And so, when that happened, I immediately rolled out
to Simi Valley. I put railings up and down the hallways,
everything everywhere, you know, so that way she would be, you
know, safe and but it's, it's a matter of how quickly things can
be done. So, we wouldn't want a long permitting process. We'd
want something to move quickly because usually people on
something like this are reacting to an elderly person that got
injured, that fell, and now they're trying to retrofit the house
and do all the things because someone got injured. So, speed is

important on whatever we can do along these lines, you know,
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take care of our parents and whatnot. So that's my only input on
this. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Mr. Joseph. Anybody else on
Zoom that care to address this item?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no other request
on zZoom.

MAYOR LESSER: In which case we'll close public comment
and turn it over to council. Councilmember colleagues? Mayor Pro
Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you, Mayor and
colleagues. So, I mentioned before our personal reasons for
going through this. We definitely want to Age in Place, but the
process can be rather daunting. So, this is why I like the idea
of a resource center, you know, for older, older adults. They
can go ahead, and we certainly have many avenues to present this
information to them. We've got the Senior fair, I believe that's
an annual event. We've got the older adults program. We've got
the senior advisory Committee. You know, like, for example,
they, they saw a need there to make older adults computer
literate, and they got a great program for training. We get, you
know, young folks involved with that as well. So, something
that's kind of there, that can, that can give them some advice.
Why do it? Why not just sell the home, move them? And, you know,

it's because that represents, you know, so much of a person's
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life that it's worth saving. It's worth having them feel the
comfort of being in their home with, but making it safe, making
it safe for them, hopefully like Mr. Joseph said, as far as a
fall is to prevent that fall so that it doesn't happen. The
showers and things like that, to have the bars in there, the
extra wide doors, even without having a wheelchair, gives you a
little bit more room to move about. It gives you options as an
older adult to somehow maybe have people come into your home to
take care of you. You know, there would be, you know, it would
be set up so that person can be there to help you. Or if it be a
child or a grandchild or a cousin or somebody that moves in, you
know, to make accommodations. I can Jjust tell from, tell you
from personal experience, it's daunting as you get older to do
that. It's basically when you're doing a major remodel, it's
like building a home. You know, we had to deal with some
foundation work and things like that. And so, we were fortunate
enough that we could move out and have this work done and then
come back to, you know, to our remodeled home. I'm also thinking
on sort of a larger scale is we've talked about this before
about the preservation of historic homes. Not saying that, you
know, my home is historic, but it's a 1946, you know, beach
bungalow with some, you know, modifications on it like that were
done in the 60s and to give it a little bit more room, but that

can, you know, but we're surrounded. It's like a cavern of all
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the new homes, which is fine. People have a right to build
whatever they want. But we've talked before about preserving
homes, and this is a way to do that for a period of time. You
know, it also helps the family. I mean, it is very expensive to
go to assisted living programs. I mean, it can be upwards of
$10,000 a month. You know, that's $120,000 a year. And if you're
going to live in them for five years, that could be, you know,
any legacy amount that you were hoping to leave. But so, I just
wanted to expand the possibilities and the options for the older
adults and look forward to hearing your comments.

MAYOR LESSER: For my comments, I want to start by
thanking you, Mayor Pro Tem Franklin, for bringing this item to
our council and the intent and sincerity that's behind it, which
is to help our older adult residents Age in Place. I think
Councilmember Howorth and I served on council when we adopted
the Mills Act. The whole idea was exactly what you just
suggested. It was to encourage residents to preserve their older
homes because it provided some character to communities, of
course, one thinks about how housing laws changed in California.
Let's just say that might not be the highest priority of our
legislature right now to preserve single family dwellings that
are older and smaller. But nonetheless, the intention behind
this idea is, I think, a really good one. I'm concerned about

the impact on our staff, particularly given all the other
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challenges which our staff currently places and I'd like to
better communicate the existing programs we already have, the
current law that we already have, and make that the initial
direction. I like your idea of some form of resource center to
try and facilitate where older adult members of our community
can find some of these resources and have it packaged in some
way by city staff. But I'd like to give them a chance to try
that first before we explore a discount on the fee program,
which, as we just heard, would require an outside contractor,
which would add costs, where the whole goal would be to reduce
the cost of the fees that we get in return. So, with that
stated, I see other Councilmembers who'd like to speak.
Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I mean, I'd like to
propose that we. Maybe we turn this over to the Senior Advisory
Committee. And I forget who the. Are you, Mr. Mayor and you? The
two of you, or just you liaison and maybe talk to them about how
they think it would be best to communicate to residents if they
think that they're. To their people, if they think that there's.
Maybe they would like to try to come up with some of the
resources. And then it could be, you know, on the website or
their website or our website, because I think that would be the
most effective or efficient way to go about it. I hear that. I

appreciate Stefan's question of what is the goal? And if the
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goal is to stay in a home? Oh, I'm not sure. Just the permit,
you know, relaxing the permit fee is enough. Right. I mean,
there's a lot of other things, but maybe someday we could get
there. But I think, first of all, let's work with the Senior
Advisory Committee. What would be helpful? What resources do we
know about? Do you know about? What do you need help with? And
then, you know, like you say, there's a senior fair, et cetera.
But and I agree with the mayor that while it's great that you
brought this up, but I think that's the best way to proceed. And
I think we just give direction. I don't think we need to make a
motion for that, but maybe I'm wrong.

MAYOR LESSER: Any other council comments? So let me
then confirm with the City Manager. What, what would staff seek?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: What I'm hearing is that
that there's an interest in staff working with the Senior
Advisory Committee to understand how we can better make them
aware of the resources that are available and what more
information or assistance they might need. And we're happy to do
that.

MAYOR LESSER: And I would also be in favor of some
sort of packaging of what these programs are consistent with
what was started with the staff report tonight to describe the
resources that are already available for older adults.

Objections?
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Great.

MAYOR LESSER: With that, then, no motion direction is
sufficient, correct?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Thank you.
16. CONSIDERATION OF THE CITY’S PLANS TO CELEBRATE AMERICA'’S
250TH ANNIVERSARY

MAYOR LESSER: Next, we move on to Item Number 16,
which is consideration of the city's plans to celebrate
America's 250th anniversary.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Good evening,
Honorable Mayor, members of the City Council, Mark Leyman, your
Parks and Recreation Director. For this item, at the February
3rd city council meeting, council directed staff to explore
programming ideas for America's 250th anniversary. So, I'll run
through each item, providing feasibility, staffing and costs,
and then seek direction from council. So, the first item is
concert enhancements for the Salute to the Troops event. So, the
Satin Dolls will be kicking off the concert series. And so,
there was the option of adding a performance. And we have worked

with military bands in the past, Marine, I believe, army bands
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in previous years. And they are free of charge if they are
available. So, again, based on city council direction, we can
reach out to them. Of course, along with that, we need would
need additional staffing based on the additional hours that were
added to that for the stage management and just staffing the
event in general. During the concert, we would also potentially
add remarks from various speakers, and we could potentially
recognize a poster contest winner, which was another item which
we researched. And I will cover on the next slide. There'll be a
tie in.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Where is it?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Next up was the
Tiger Squadron Flyover. This is a local group of pilots out of
the Torrance Airport. So, we did reach out to them. They are
available. If council is interested in moving forward, we will
reach out to them as early as tomorrow. The total would be $900.
And that is not including insurance. So, we still need to work
out what that insurance rate would be for the flyover. Again,
and that would include three flyovers with three planes.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And that's. Sorry. On the
Salute to the Troops concert.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.
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PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: And moving on
participation by historical and patriotic organizations, both
Sons of the American Revolution and Daughters of the American
Revolution. So, we, for the sons, we were in contact with the
Harbor Chapter. They participate in a number of fairs and
parades, and they were working to confirm their availability,
but looks like they will be interested and available. As well as
the daughters, the Redondo Beach chapter expressed interest, and
that could be participating with a booth or possibly wearing a
period attire and interacting with attendees. And then just as a
side, we also this Scout, the local Scout Troop did also reach
out, and they're willing to assist in whatever role council
directs them. Moving on to the parade along Manhattan Beach
Boulevard. And this is similar to the centennial celebration,
but it would not be closing Sepulveda. This parade could involve
civic organizations, schools, community groups. This is
significant in terms of operational requirements. The details
are attached to the staff report. So significant staffing,
street closures, barriers, Police Department, Fire Department,
CSC, public works. So, we're looking at a cost of approximately
$120,000 for the parade. One alternative route option suggested
by Lieutenant Benjamin and Traffic Engineer Eric Zandvliet

indicated that a parade route along Redondo Avenue between
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Marine and Manhattan Beach Boulevard would have less of an
impact and reduced costs. Yes, Redondo, between Marine and MVP.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Oh, okay.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Okay. Moving on.
So, the next item is a commemorative city lapel pin. So again, a
250th lapel pin could be distributed as a commemorative item
through the city based on quantity. These prices range. Just to
give you an idea, it's approximately $1.05 for 5,000, $1.75 for
500. Then it goes up to about $3.15 for an order of 100. Moving
on to the poster contest concept. This was presented to staff as
a potential partnership with a service organization. And based
on the time frame, the limited time frame, we recommend
administering that poster contest in house. We would submit a
call for entries to the city's website. Entries would be judged
by an external panel again it could be community members. That
could be a service group, and the finalists would be recognized
or could be recognized at the Salute to the Troops event. And
then we could also distribute free commemorative posters at that
event. The staff cost would be approximately 50 hours. So, it
would be about a thousand dollars. And we did not. We could
print them in house on glossy 11x17 paper. Maybe a little bit
more elegant if we farmed it out to a printer. And that would
probably be another additional thousand dollars. Moving on to

American flag light pole banners. Again, attached to the staff
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report. You have the call it of 71 utility pole locations
throughout the city. The cost to reinstall flags at those
locations is approximately $2,000. For the Polliwog Park
Amphitheater, it has 14 different locations with dual posts for
two flags. The replacement cost would be $522 per post depending
upon the condition of the existing hardware, which would include
two flags. And then any additional installations is a general
cost estimate. Again, I know there was some discussion about
highlighting previous US presidents. That would be $260 per
location. Moving on to the water tower. The concept of painting
the water tower logo. The this would be a CIP and a cost of $1.2
million wouldn't be significant. It would not be feasible to
complete in 2016.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Just you up there. Just you up
there on a rope. Come on, Mark. Be a team player.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: We don't need
scaffolding.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Maybe the Tiger Flyover's
Quadrant, yeah.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Could drop some
paint. I like that. That's a great idea. And so based on that
dollar amount, there was an alternative option proposed at a
lower cost which would be temporary up lighting on the water

tower using red, white and blue lighting. So public works did
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reach out to the vendor, Utopia, which is an existing city
contractor. So, the estimate for that for the entire month would
be $29,000 and $15,000 for one week. And that would be for the
installation and deinstallation.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Still a lot.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Wow.

MAYOR LESSER: Could I bring an extension cord with a
light?

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Holiday lights?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Bring your
Christmas light too.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I mean honestly, I do own up

lights.

MAYOR LESSER: So. Anyway.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: But we did flush
it out and we have a (inaudible). So, moving on to the Ferris

Wheel concept. In the lower pier parking lot this was proposed.
So, the dimensions of this the Ferris Wheel is 45ft high. This
would have red, white and blue lighting. A proposal was in the
lower pier parking lot. Local vendor was contacted actually we
contacted a few. We did find the one that was available would be
or for July 5th it would be approximately $12,000 could

including delivery, rental, generator and staffing once again.
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Per day?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Per day.
Correct. Thank you for that clarification. And again, this is
another one you we would need general liability insurance
requirements and that is not included in the cost. Impacts for
the closure of the lower pier lots would result in parking meter
revenue loss of approximately 3,000 per day. Reduced available
parking for visitors and downtown business patrons. Would not
likely be supported by the California Coastal Commission. We
also did hear from Kelly at the Downtown Business Professional
Association. They do not support this location. Again, due to
the impacts on the downtown. Alternative locations could be
explored such as Polliwog Park. Moving on to the Mobile American
History exhibit. So, we did reach out. Unfortunately, there is
no availability in our area, and we'll continue to monitor that
but it does not look promising. So, in conclusion, staff sees
direction on each of these anniversary plans and funding
considerations. And then upon city council direction for each of
these plans, we'll pursue sponsorship to offset costs whenever
possible. That concludes my presentation and I'm open for any
questions.

MAYOR LESSER: I have some initial questions, but I

want to defer to my colleagues.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: It's a great presentation
actually.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you for pulling this together in a
short time. I want to better understand the timing here. It's
ambitious to begin with, we're in March. We're talking about
July. I just want to make sure we're understanding the staff
capacity to be able to implement something of these issues. And
then second, several of these proposals anticipate having
younger adults participate. And if this is an event in July, I'm
just wondering, are school kids going to be in town? Granted,
many communities have annual fourth of July parades, but they
often involve younger children. But I'm Jjust trying to
anticipate some of the challenges staff may have in having
younger adults participate. So, two gquestions for you.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Understood. And
I think this is where we're seeking direction on each individual
item from city council. These are really conceptual in nature.
And so, I think, digging into each item, we can talk a little
bit about staff resources. Yes, absolutely. It will be a
challenge in terms of staffing these and turning and turning
them around. There's a lot of intricacies based on the direction
and that I can hope I can give you more feedback, you know, as
we're going through each of these items and, you know, seeking

council direction.
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MAYOR LESSER: One other specific question, we all sort
of joked a little bit about the up lights for the water tower.
It's a good idea. I give staff credit for thinking about it. But
I'm wondering to what extent could we explore other contractors?
Because that price point seems rather high.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: So, excellent
point. And I think because we are scrambling and trying to get
as much information to you as quickly as possible, I'm sure
there's alternate vendors. Again, this was the existing city
contractor, and so we knew we had a contract in place that we
could move forward with quickly. So of course we could explore
additional options.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you. Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. As far as
the uplighting, I think, you know, that the price of 12,000, was
it 29, 15,000 sounds a lot. Do we already have existing places
around City Hall where we have uplight that we can have red,
white and blue projected? Do we have any more existing.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: We do not, but that would
be much less expensive.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: And then as far as the parade
option, it sounds very expensive as well. On the operation

requirements with the, with the additional PD, CSC, fire
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staffing and Public Works. This is in addition to what we
normally have for concerts in the park, Correct?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay. And I know with World Cup
being in town and some of our public safety resources, some of
that is already dedicated to just in and around the city, as I
understand it, dealing with World Cup crowds.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Absolutely. And
I know the chief has addressed this there definitely is going
concern with having the resources available.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay, thank you. And I like the.
I love the idea of the city lapel pin. Is it possible, and I'm
asking this for my fellow Councilmembers as well, to have a
branded US constitution with City of Manhattan Beach. That would
be amazing. So, thank you. That's all I have.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yeah. Thank you. Thank you,
Mark. I, too, shared some of the mayor's comments earlier about
timing. We're getting into the spring here, so time is moving
fast. And, you know, there's a guestion in here somewhere. Are
the what we just modified in the public art trust fund
ordinance, is there any of it that could be potentially used for

these?
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PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Yes, I think for
sure the concerts, probably the additional resources needed for
the concerts in the park and even again, potentially the poster
contest as well. Although that's a really low dollar amount.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Squadron, like Tiger
Squadron?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: No.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELTIAN: No. Okay. Yeah. And I too,
like, you know, with time of the being of the essence, we start,
you know, even with the lapel pins, if we get those in, we're
only going to have like 13, 14 meetings that we can actually use
them until the end of the year. Maybe we can carry them over for
next year. But that's something that I want to, you know, my
colleagues, once we get there, this is more of a comment that we
can move along on something like that. I would have liked to see
some renderings, but obviously, you know, can't see the
renderings. But time is of the essence, I think, of being able
to do that. But that's my comment question, I think.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I have more of a comment on the
process, which is, I mean, I think when we do come back after
public comments, we should kind of. I feel like there's some we
can probably say yes quickly to and no gquickly to. I mean, I

don't think we need to belabor it. And so, you know, I would
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like to encourage that, and I would hope that to your point,
Councilmember Charelian, there's no renderings for the pin yet
because we hadn't approved that we wanted to do it. So, once we
approve that we want to do it, there's still time to come back.
And a question for Councilwoman Tarnay. I know I went to a play
once and they handed out little booklets with the constitution.
So, 1s that what you're talking about?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yeah, like a little pamphlet?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Little pamphlet, like and then.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: With the city of Manhattan
Beach, you know, 250..

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, that would be a great
thing to add in there. And that would. I'm sure someone would.
That's a great thing to hand out. I love that idea. So anyway,
I'll make more comments later, but. Yeah, I'll make comments.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Mayor Pro Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes. Great. Thank you, Mayor.
And thank you, team, for putting this together. My apologies to
our residents is that, you know, this is so late in planning,
even though, you know, we kind of knew about it, but time was
slipping. So that's why I suggested this, you know, that we that
we discuss that we do something. The American flag light pole
banners. Aren't there already existing flags up in Polliwog? I

thought I saw flags up there already.
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PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct, yeah.
Yes, we. The 14 locations I'd have to double check with Sean. I
know we take. We put them up and take them down throughout the
year on various dates that are called out within the contract.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, got it. The water tower
logo is. I was thinking maybe more along of, you know, like some
sort of wrap. You know, that could be temporary. You know, I
don't know what the texture, the paint feels like up there, but,
you know, we just were in a parade in Hermosa, and there was
these signs that could just be attached to your metal side of
your, on your car and.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: And the wrap
actually was considered. It's a lot of the cost is the prep work
and the scaffolding.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Scaffolding, yeah.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. Okay. And then also just
want to echo on the. My colleague's suggestion about talking to
another, you know, vendor, you know, for the lights, because
that would be rather. That would be rather impactful, you know,
is to do that there. If it, if it's affordable. I think we're
just going to have to. Well, you know, actually one last thing
I'd 1like to see on the Ferris Wheel is I know Hermosa has put up
a Ferris wheel in their plaza. So, have we talked to that

particular vendor?
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PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Actually, we
just reached out to them today. We have not heard back yet.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. All right, great.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: I know we've
talked to two previous other vendors that we reached out to just
check on availability, but again, we're Jjust confirming this may
be the same company. It may be a new company.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. And having it at the.
Having it at the park is fine. I was thinking maybe we could
think about 400 MBB, but I don't think it's going to be big
enough area to accommodate.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: That would be
extremely tight, that's why I wouldn’t recommend that.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Just make a nice visual when
you come into town. But the mobile American history exhibit, are
there, like, kits available or something. Is that what we're
looking at? Or. I mean, so you said that some were not available
or.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Again, I know
the team reached out on that, but my understanding was that it's
a. That it's at various locations. It basically just follows a
route and that they weren't coming near Manhattan Beach. And I
know they were. I think all the other locations were already

spoken for.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. Okay. All right. So, we
can, we can scratch that. And see was there anything else.
Talked about the flyover. I can kind of see the parade just
isn't going to happen for all the different reasons. So, I would
say we can kind of scratch that because it's going to be
logistically very difficult. The only other thing I was thinking
is just, you know, actually having a parade in Polliwog, you
know, where they can go along those wider sidewalks. So, if you
were to start it back, where. What is that premier field is the
baseball field?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, kind of stage it there.
And then the kid. It just kids love parades. They, we had the
opening of the Little League and the kid's kind of like that.
Right. They're always smiling and racing back and forth. So just
something that could be simple. And it would end up. Then all
the participants in the parade would stay there for the concert
or something like that. But I wouldn't overly do it. Okay. You
know, because of the summertime.

MAYOR LESSER: Right. So maybe that's for our council
discussion. Do you have a question in that?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. Oh, okay. No, just. The
only question I was answering was. Or asking was, do we do it or

not? And it just doesn't seem like it.
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MAYOR LESSER: Okay, maybe we talk about that, during-

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. Okay.

MAYOR LESSER: We close it.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: All right, thank you. Which case, if
there's no other council questions, I'll open this item for
public comment

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Stefan, Stefan, Stefan.

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEFAN KAMPE: You know, maybe I
should use a pseudonym for this one. Good evening again. You
know who I am.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Steve? Steve.

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEFAN KAMPE: All right. So, yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: It’s Steve.

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEFAN KAMPE: I'll be reading for a
moment. Well, you know, I have my little soapbox I always go to,
and it's always kind of asking the purpose here. So, we had a
lot of great ideas we just heard. And what I was trying to
figure out was how do I. What do I test those ideas against?
What are we trying to achieve here? So, are we trying to educate
people on the 250th anniversary? What it's all about? Are we
trying to build a sense of community, trying to build more

community out of this? Are we trying to create a sense of pride?
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Are we trying to generate downtown business traffic or we're
just trying to provide entertainment, and if so, for who? So
those ideas need to be tested against something to be able to
say, are they good ideas or not? And I'd really like to hear the
council's view on what you want this to be. What are we trying
to do here? I also understand the FIFAs at the same time, that's
a big competition. So, whatever we do, that's going to be a big
competition. The third one is we've talked about the mayhem on
the beach around 4th of July and that's going to happen again
this year, as does every fun year. Right? So that means our
police force up here is going to be stretched six ways to Sunday
on FIFA and the beach. So please take in consideration those
demands and the cost that we would have to have to bring in
additional services. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other members of the
public in chamber, please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER MARIE KOLMI: Hi.

MAYOR LESSER: Hi.

PUBLIC COMMENTER MARIE KOLMI: Marie Kolmi. I kind of
hate to add anything to the, to the discussion here, but I'm
wondering if we could light the roundhouse like we do at
Christmas, you know, just an idea, but I again, I hate to add

more, but that was just a thought. Thank you. And I happy for
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whatever you guys come up with. It'll be a nice addition to the
celebration.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other members of the
public, other than staff that would like to comment on that? And
staff are welcome too, 1in which case we move on to Zoom. Martha,
anybody on Zoom that would care to comment on this?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No requests on Zoom

MAYOR LESSER: In which case I'll close public comment
and turn over to my council colleagues, beginning with
Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Stefan, I
think I like your question, like, why are we doing this? Is it
we're proud, you know, proud. 250 years. Entertainment. Do we
need more entertainment right now? I mean, with the concert,
that's certainly entertainment. Education to educate people,
build community. And I think those are all good questions. And
so, I'll try to approach some of my comments to the, each idea.
I mean, I think we should go down. I think. So we're already
doing a July 5th concerts in the park, which is a Sunday.
Correct. And again, that was another excellent flight. We know
how 4th of July, the day itself, and then the weekend is on the
beach. So, I would not be in favor of any kind of parade even
because of that. But obviously the concerts in the park, I'm

totally interested in the, you know, adding the cost of the
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Tiger Squadron Flyover. That certainly shows, you know, pride
and it's entertaining. And people love that. I guess the
participation by the historic and patriarch. Patriarchal.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Freudian slip.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Patriotic. That really was a
slip. Patriotic organizations. Sure. I guess that's, you know,
is educational. I love. Kind of love the idea of, you know,
dressing up in garb, having a booth. You know.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: You're welcome to join them.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: No, I'm not a daughter of the
American Revolution. It's very sad because my family's too.
We're too much immigrants. I don't qualify. You have to qualify.
So, I can't join them. I do like a dress up. Thank you.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: That's what I mean.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I know. So, I'm not in favor of
the parade. And nobody loves the parade more than I do, but I
think just for all the reasons mentioned. So, the commemorative
city lapel pin. Yes. I think we should do one all the time.
Every year. Bling and parades. The America the poster contest. I
love this idea. I think you'd get it started. You know, depends
on staff. Like first what I want to do is say here's what I
like. And then if we have to narrow things down because of staff
time, we can do that. But yes. American flag on life on the

banners, or of course, if there's extra banners. Water tower
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logo. No, no, no, because. And also lighting it up. I appreciate
valid good questions. Are there any other vendors? But you know,
who sees that? Like, I don't. Like. I don't. You don't see it
that often.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: East Manhattan.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah. East Manhattan. But it's
not like if we're spending money on this, I'd like it to be
something that is seen more. And I love Marie's idea about
lights on the roundhouse. That's just charming and amazing and
wonderful. So, I would add that to the mix. And I would say that
instead of the water tower. Although I come from a place with a
visible water tower that we 1lit up in 1976. And we could look
into uplighting City Hall. Although does this building really
need up lighting? I don't think so. I like the lights on the
roundhouse. I don't. I'm not in favor of a Ferris Wheel, even in
Polliwog. It's $12,000 a day. But that does not include
insurance. And I really do. I really worry about that. So, I
would add to it getting costing on the little constitution. I
think that's a fantastic idea, I guess. I guess I'm leaning
towards education and bling. So those little pamphlets. And I
would like that idea. And so, and adding the lights to the
roundhouse. I don't know what's going on up here. So, if we
could, if that helps at all. Like, if everybody maybe goes down

and says, and so we get consensus on, yeah, we like these ideas.
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And then staff says, well, wait, this is going to take too much
time. I think that would probably be useful. So, I don't know if
we're keeping track. I will start if you'd like. I will be
honest. Those are what I like.

MAYOR LESSER: Very good. Thank you, Councilmember
Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. I'll try
to quickly go through the list. And I like the fact that we're
going through all of this and finding ways to best celebrate our
250th year. And I think the best way to do it is to kind of, and
I've used this term before, zhuzh up concerts in the park and
make it more festive. I think we already have the infrastructure
there, so it's probably the best approach to just add on to the
production, including maybe inviting the choir, the Mira Costa
choir, the Mira Costa band to play. We heard them today. They're
fantastic. If they're not busy. I know 4th of July is a busy
weekend, so I like the flyover. And maybe I could propose having
copies of the Constitution printed up as handouts for this event
so that attendees have a commemorative copy and we're not giving
it to everybody, you know, maybe the first 500 people who show
up. Lapel pins. Yes. The light up option, instead of doing the
water tower, which is more logistically difficult and expensive,
maybe consider lighting up parts of City Hall or the roundhouse

as suggested by Marie. And no to the parade, unfortunately, I do
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love a good parade. And no to the Ferris Wheel and then going
through our pole banners and reinstalling those and then fixing
the ones that need to be fixed. I think that's all I have on my
list. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: What about the poster?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Oh, the poster. Yes, on the
poster. If we have the capacity for that.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Any other colleagues before I go?
I'm happy to defer to my colleagues. First thing, cleanup. Mayor
Pro Tem.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Oh, yes. Okay. So, I like the
list that Councilmember Tarnay and Howorth made. So, I'm going
to use that template. So, yes, all focus on the July 5th
concerts in the park. Salute to the Troops. The Tiger Flyover.
Yes. The Sons of American Revolution and Daughters of the
American Revolution. Yes. Bye-bye Parade. We'll have to think of
that for another day. You know, and since we're making comments,
I'll just hold here for a second. Why I think this is so
important is. I don't know if I want to see a raise of hands.
Who was here for the 1976. And you know, bicentennial. But it's
quite a special event and it's a very educational. Right? Is
that, was that 200 years? Yeah, that was 200 years. And so just
to give kids the opportunity. Like I was not a little bit older

than a teenager then, but. But it is rather special. We live in
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a unique country. It's a, I personally feel it's doing well. I
know there's little hiccups along the way, but it's to be
celebrated, it's to be appreciated, it's to be taught to the
younger generation, per Stefan's comments here is that it's an
education thing. Kids love this kind of stuff, and I think some
education would rub off in the process. So, the military bands,
I don't know where that was on the list, but yeah. Because I
think they do it at no cost. Right? And yeah. And there's. And
they're very good at what they do. The lapel pin. Yes. The
poster contest. Yes. The pole banners. Yes. If I could maybe
also suggest that maybe for that weekend is to have the flags
that are along the strand, the ones where we have pole holders
already. I think we accommodate about 20 on each side, north and
south of Manhattan Beach Boulevard. That's a very dramatic
exhibit down there. The water tower. No. Ferris wheel. You
remember on the centennial we tried to get one. Yeah. The only
thing I would like to ask is. Let's just find out if it's easy.
Doesn't take a lot of time who Hermosa Beach uses and what that
quote might be. So maybe to defer that. And the mobile American
history exhibit, just took care of itself because it's not.
Nothing's available unless we have industrious residents that
want to, you know, put something together. Was there anything
else to decide on?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Constitution.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Oh, the constitutions. Of
course.

MAYOR LESSER: The roundhouse.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Oh, yeah. The roundhouse
lighting. That's perfect. That takes care of so much. Yeah. And
you volunteered, right, to be on the top? Yeah. Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Lady Liberty.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: That's right. Oh, yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Whoa. I like that.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Even better because it's a
water approach to the city. I like it. Okay. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yes, to everything that my
colleague said. So, the only thing I would say is if we can
just, you know, see surrender renderings of the lapel pins and
if we can get those ordered so we can get them out so they're
not stale, but. Oh, great. Nina's offer to help. So that's all I
got. I'll agree with my colleagues and I'm not going to go down
the list. Yes, no. But I do like what Mayor Pro Tem said about
getting the flags on the strand.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I think that's a low hanging
fruit and love the --.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Agree.
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: -- pier idea of the light,
but it's nothing more. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: For my comments. To articulate a goal,
why. I think I would say these. Everything we've been talking
about is community building. It's an opportunity to bring our
community together, to celebrate our nation's history and try to
do it outside the divisive politics of our time. I wish we
talked about it a little earlier to give a little bit more lead
time, but the idea of trying to not add to the burden on staff
and come up with these ideas, I think, is a positive one. And
it's an opportunity for bringing our community together. That's
the goal. I agree with everything that's been discussed so far.
I don't care 1f I need to repeat what has already been said
multiple times. I'm grateful to our member public who suggested
the roundhouse, because there is an opportunity of something
that we already have and something that we've already done. We
already do. So, it's not as large of a lift as some of these
other items. I am in favor of trying to get additional quotes
about the water tower because for many other residents of our
community besides the east side, you can see it. It's a
prominent fixture. And at night, I'd like to at least see what
the cost might be if we had another vendor do it, but I'm not

wed to it.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: We’ll see if that’s in the
motion.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, so I'm sensing that there might be
a motion here. I look forward to hearing your motion,
Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Wait a minute. I lost my vote
cast. I had a question. Well, okay. No, the question. Okay. The
flags on the Strand. Is that something we were doing anyway with
the Fourth of July or?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct. Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay, great, great. Because
that was really nice. Okay, so here's the motion. Listen up.

MAYOR LESSER: What?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Councilmember Howorth?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Well, I'm going to make a. Oh,
wait, wait, wait. Our City Manager would like to speak.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I just wanted to ask a
question before the motion was made. Is there an interest on the
part of the council to sell the lapel pins for if someone from
the public wanted to purchase it? And then also copies beyond
the 500 that was mentioned for the constitution? If people
wanted to purchase those from the city store. Is that something

the council was interested in doing?
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I have an idea. So, I like
where you're going. Do we want to design a T shirt that could be
sold in the city store?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Instead.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, because Kristin might
really enjoy that.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: We can.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: You can ask.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Potentially the same design
that's selected?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah. Get a couple. Yeah. So
that could be. So that could be.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: We'll check on the lead
times.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, check on the lead times.
Right. Okay. So that would be. So, here's the old motion. All
right. So, appreciate all of this coming forth. All right. I'm
going to go down the list. I make a motion to support the 250th
anniversary of our United States with the following items. In
addition to our Salute to the Troops, the Tiger Squadron
Flyover, participation by historical and patriotic
organizations, the printing of 500 to 1000 constitutions for
concerts in the park, commemorative city lapel pin to be given

away, American flag lights on existing flag locations and in
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Polliwog Park amphitheater as outlined in the staff thing. Staff
report. Sorry. Lights on the roundhouse. I said banners. I said
flags on the strand. Flags. Historical society and poster
dependent upon staff. I'd like staff to report back on the
poster and if they can do that and that and the design, the
potential design of a T shirt and hat to be sold in the store.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Merch.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Merch. Merch. And so that's my
motion.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: And I second.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And that does not include.

MAYOR LESSER: I see that.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Go ahead.

MAYOR LESSER: You read it.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: That doesn't include the up
looking at another vendor for the water to, and it doesn't
include a Ferris wheel quote.

MAYOR LESSER: So just does it include a pink pony?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Always. Always a pink pony.

MAYOR LESSER: I see that motion, aside from the pink
pony, has been seconded by Councilmember Tarnay. Councilmember
Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Sorry, quick question. I

think Councilmember Tarnay may have been the mayor that said
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something about looking at the City Hall lights. Is that a part
of your, if that's low hanging fruit.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I mean, were you gonna say
something about. No.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: If we have existing. I think.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: We don't have existing.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: If we don't have existing, then
I don't need that.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: We don't have it.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: As part of the motion. I'd like
that roundhouse [inaudible]. Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah. Okay.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Any other questions? In which
case, call for the question.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: It definitely feels more
special, though.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Which case we move on to--.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Thank you Joe.
L. CITY COUNCIL REQUESTS AND REPORTS INCLUDING AB 1234 REPORTS
M. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Councilmember Howorth, for
packaging all these items up. Let's move now. Move on to Item L

which the city council requests and reports, including AB 1234
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reports. Are there any AB 1234 reports? Seeing none. We'll move
on to Item M. Future agenda items.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah. I'd like to bring forward
a merry go round for the 250th, because then there'd be a pony
on a merry go round.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Pink pony.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Don't look at her.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay, just kidding. Don't look
at her. Don't make eye contact.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Any other future agenda items?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: No eye contact.
N. CITY MANAGER REPORT

MAYOR LESSER: All right. Seeing none. We'll move on to
the City Manager report. Is there one?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: No report this evening-?
Thank you.
O. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

MAYOR LESSER: We'll move on to the Assistant City
Attorney report if one?

ASSISTANT CITY ATTORNEY LEE: No report tonight. Thank
you.

P. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
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Q. CLOSED SESSION
R. ADJOURNMENT

MAYOR LESSER: In which case there are information,
informational items that are posted on the agenda. There's no
closed session for our adjournment announcements. We'll be
adjourning this meeting to a closed session on Tuesday, April 7,

2026 at 5 pm in the City Council Chambers. We stand adjourned.
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