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Library Commission

Regular Meeting
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City Council Chambers and Zoom
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MISSION STATEMENT:

Our mission is to provide excellent municipal services,
preserve our small beach town character, and enhance the quality of life for our

residents, businesses and visitors.
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Library Commission Agenda Final April 13, 2026

MANHATTAN BEACH’S LIBRARY COMMISSION WELCOMES YOU!

Meetings are broadcast live through Zoom (Direct URL:
https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1616819175 , Meeting ID: 161 681 9175

The City continues to offer an opportunity to participate in Library Commission meetings via Zoom and in-person.
The Library Commission encourages the public to participate by submitting comments in advance of the meeting,
no later than 12:00 PM, the day of the meeting, via:

1) eComment at http://www.manhattanbeach.gov/ecomment or
2) Email to parksandrecreationcommissions@manhattanbeach.gov

All of your comments provided by the deadlines above will be available to the Library Commission and the public
prior to the meeting.

Copies of staff reports or other written documentation relating to each item of business referred to on this agenda
are available for review on the City's website at www.manhattanbeach.gov, the Police Department located at 420
15th Street, and are also on file in the Parks and Recreation Department for public inspection. Any person who has
any question concerning any agenda item may call (310) 802-5448 or email
parksandrecreationcommissions@manhattanbeach.gov .

In compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this
meeting, you should contact the Parks and Recreation Commission at (310) 802-5448 (voice) or (310) 546-3501
(TDD) or email parksandrecrationcommissions@manhattanbeach.gov . Notification 48 hours prior to the meeting
will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to assure accessibility to this meeting, including but not
limited to providing hand held microphones during the meeting.

CERTIFICATION OF MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA POSTING

I, Mark Leyman, Parks and Recreation Director of the City of Manhattan Beach, California, state under penalty of
perjury that this notice/agenda was posted on Thursday, April 9, 2026, on the City's Website and on the bulletin
boards of City Hall, Joslyn Community Center and Manhattan Heights.

BELOW ARE THE AGENDA ITEMS TO BE CONSIDERED. THE RECOMMENDED
COMMISSION ACTION IS LISTED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TITLE OF EACH ITEM IN
BOLD CAPITAL LETTERS.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE LIBRARY COMMISSION MAY ACT ON ANY ITEM LISTED
ON THE AGENDA.

A. CALL MEETING TO ORDER

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

C. ROLL CALL
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D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

This is the time for the Library Commission to:

(a) notify the public of any changes to the agenda; or
(b) rearrange the order of the agenda.

MOTION TO APPROVE AGENDA

E. LIBRARIAN REPORT

F. PUBLIC COMMENTS (3 MINUTES PER PERSON)

At the discretion of the Chair, the Chair may allow 2 minutes of public comments.

Speakers may provide public comments on any matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Library
Commission, including items on the agenda. The Chair may determine whether an item is within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the Library Commission. While all comments are welcome, the Brown Act does not allow the Library
Commission to take action on any item not on the agenda. If you would like to provide public comments from your
seat, please inform the Meeting Clerk or raise your hand. Staff will provide a handheld microphone to ensure your
comments are heard.

The Library Commission encourages the public to participate by submitting comments in advance of the meeting,
no later than 12:00 PM, the day of the meeting, via:

1) eComment at http://www.manhattanbeach.gov/ecomment or
2) Email to parksandrecreationcommissions@manhattanbeach.gov

All of your comments provided by the deadlines above will be available to the Library Commission and the public
prior to the meeting.

IN PERSON PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Please complete the "Request to Address the City Council or Commission" card by filling out your name, the
item(s) you would like to offer public comment, and returning it to the Meeting Clerk.

ZOOM PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
1) Join Zoom Meeting via the internet:
https.//www.zoomgov.com/j/1616819175 , Meeting ID: 161 681 9175

During the meeting you will need to use the “raise hand” button through Zoom at the time the Agenda Iltem is being
presented for the Library Commission consideration.

2) Join Zoom Meeting via Phone Conference (Voice Only):
Phone Number: (669) 900-6833, Meeting ID: 161 681 9175

During the meeting you will need to enter *9 on the phone’s dial pad at to activate the "raise hand" button at the
time the Agenda Item is being presented for Library Commission consideration.

G. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
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1. Library Commission Minutes: LC 26-0003

This Item Contains Minutes of the Library Commission Adjourned Regular
Meeting Minutes of March 9, 2026.

Attachments: Library Commission Adjourned Regular Meeting Minutes - March 9, 2026

H. GENERAL BUSINESS

Each speaker may speak for up to 3 minutes on each general business item. If you would like to speak from your
seat, please inform the Meeting Clerk or raise your hand. Staff will provide a handheld microphone to ensure your
comments are heard.

2. Library Commission Work Plan 2026/2027 LC 26-0004

I. STAFF ITEMS
J. COMMISSION ITEMS
K. ADJOURNMENT

L. FUTURE MEETINGS

May 11, 2026 - Monday - 4:00 PM

June 8, 2026 - Monday - 4:00 PM

July 13, 2026 - Monday - 4:00 PM

August 10, 2026 - Monday - 4:00 PM (Cancelled)

September 14, 2026 - Monday - 4:00 PM

October 12, 2025 - Monday - 4:00 PM (Rescheduled to Tuesday, October 13, 2026)
October 13, 2026 - Tuesday - 4:00 PM (Rescheduled from Monday, October 12, 2026))
November 9, 2026 - Monday - 4:00 PM

December 14, 2026 - Monday - 4:00 PM (Cancelled)
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1400 Highland Avenue Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 STAF F RE Po RT

www.manhattanbeach.gov ¢ (310) 802-5000

Agenda Date: 4/13/2026

TO:
Honorable Chair and Commissioners of the Library Commission

THROUGH:
Mark Leyman, Parks and Recreation Director

FROM:
Kari Bell, Senior Recreation Supervisor

SUBJECT:
Library Commission Minutes:

This Item Contains Minutes of the Library Commission Adjourned Regular Meeting Minutes of
March 9, 2026.

RECOMMENDATION:
The attached minutes are for the Commission's approval:

Attachment(s):
1. Library Commission Adjourned Regular Meeting Minutes - March 9, 2026

City of Manhattan Beach Page 1 Printed on 4/9/2026



CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH
MINUTES OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING
Monday, March 9, 2026
4:00 PM
City Council Chamber, City Hall, 1400 Highland Avenue and Zoom

A. CALL TO ORDER
Chair Braitman called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

C. ROLL CALL
Present (6) Commissioners Cullen, Doll, Crabtree-Kampe, Levitt, Vice Chair Chou, Chair
Braitman
Absent: (1) Ferris
Others Present: Senior Recreation Supervisor (SRS) Kari Bell; Recreation Supervisor Kelsey
Ransom, Recording Secretary Rosemary Lackow

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

1.  Library Commission Minutes, Adjourned regular meeting minutes: February 9, 2026

It was moved and seconded (Levitt/Crabtree-Kampe) to approve as submitted. Motion carried
by hand vote:

Ayes: 6 (Cullen, Doll, Crabtree-Kampe, Levitt, Vice Chair Chou, Chair Braitman)

Absent: 1 (Ferris)

E. LIBRARIAN’S REPORT

Library Manager Cassandra Sargent reviewed programming. In February the library celebrated
black history month; kids learned about Garrett Morgan, inventor of the traffic signal and made
“shrinky-dink” keychains, and teens made candy bobsleds recognizing African American
contributions in the Winter Olympics. Kids also enjoyed a mobile Planetarium and making a
mobile constellation. The Manhattan Beach branch is looking to book the planetarium again
in November in time with the next Light Gate event. Adults enjoyed a balloon art workshop
and families (80 attendees) participated in an Oreo cookie taste-off.

Library Manager Sargent previewed nine upcoming March (Women’s History Month)
activities and two in early April. March events include craft/art and special such as a writing
workshop for teens, a local expert discussion on space debris, a jigsaw puzzle competition, and
Rubik’s cube club (teens). In early April: family firefighter story time, Thai cooking workshop,
and a horse themed craft/art activity. There will be two author speaker events in May: 5/12,
5:30 pm: Regency Era inspired Book Vase and 5/18: 5:00 pm Queen Charlotte Book Club. For
more info and reservations: https://lacountylibrary.org/location/manhattan-beach-library/
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Library Manager Sargent updated February library data (2025-2026):

February 2026 February 2025
No. of Programs 18 with 708 participants 17 with 660 participants
Visitors 16,861 (+ 3,000) 13,739
Circulation (non-digital) 18,817 14,515
Library cards issued 219
Holds placed 4,367

Library Manager Sargent introduced Melanie Beringer, new Children’s Librarian II. Chair
Braitman welcomed Ms. Beringer; she looks forward to partnering with the city and expanding
the children’s program.

F. PUBLIC COMMENTS
Former Library Commissioner Janet Jones addressed the commission - her kindness book
project resulted in $6,000 worth of books (200-300 books) donated from several sources. She
suggested that the Commission consider planning a Manhattan Beach “Kindness Day” event
for November, National Kindness Month. She will be meeting with the principal at Pacific
Elementary to discuss next week.

There were no others, in person or remote wishing to speak.

G. GENERAL BUSINESS

2. Library Commission Work Plan 2026/2027 (approved by City Council February 24,
2026).
a. Library Appreciation Events (Commissioners Cullen, Ferris)

Commissioner Cullen—updated: the library staff brunch was held February 19; was well
attended and everything went very well. The school library appreciation event is coming up
and under consideration is a second library “Thank you” appreciation event in summer or fall.

b. Speaker Series (Commissioners Braitman, Chou, Levitt) Discuss approved funding
for 2026 — 2027 Speaker Series.

Chair Braitman noted that the spring event is on Saturday, May 23™ at the Mira Costa
auditorium; the speaker is Julia Quinn, best-selling romance novelist, author of the Bridgerton
Series. Publicity is expected to start at the end of March, including various outlets. Library
Manager Sargent will investigate using local newspapers for advertising. Typically, emails are
sent to all library branch users, but the county marketing team may send out to a wider (whole
county system) user group. It was agreed that the Commission will email their ideas for
marketing the May event as well as suggestions for a fall speaker to SRS Bell.

Commissioner Levitt stated that the speaker she had suggested for the Spring, a Pulitzer Prize
winner, will not be available for the Fall, as he was not contacted in a timely manner and will
not be available at any time in the future. Discussion focused on how communication occurred
in selecting the speakers. SRS Bell emphasized that she is a go-between (between LA County
and City) and she relies on the Commission to bring ideas forward by email or at the monthly
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meetings. If ideas do not come forward, she must rely on the County.

It was agreed that meetings should resume with the speaker series committee members and the
county. Concept came out of conversations regarding how to use the library surplus with the
understanding that the Commission’s role was to advise but not having consent. However, the
communication process has since gone silent. SRS Bell emphasized the importance of each
commissioner monitoring and responding to emails coming from the city; she will check
whether, when sending an email on the city email, staff can copy commissioners on a private
account.

Commissioner Doll suggested that in the Fall a children’s author be featured. It was noted that
in the September 2025 meeting, several potential speakers were suggested to the Commission,
including Julia Quinn.

SRS Bell will reach out to the County to possibly schedule a zoom meeting between the
County and Commission Speaker series committee and ahead of that, the commission should
email Kari with any marketing ideas, and suggestions for a Fall speaker.

C. StoryWalk (Commissioners Chou, Cullen, Crabtree-Kampe)

Vice Chair Chou noted that the committee will be making book selections for the rest of the
year and proceedings.

d. Library Needs Assessment (Commissioners Braitman, Doll, Levitt)

SRS Bell reported that Grace Eng Nadel, County consultant, will make a presentation of the
final report to the City Council at the April meeting; commissioners are encouraged to attend.
The Commission will be informed if that date changes.

Commissioner Doll inquired as to whether it will be possible to add more children’s books on
the shelves; Library Manager Sargent responded that she has allotted more books to be
purchased for children’s section as some funding has been found to be available; and she
believes that there will be shelf space for the donated kindness picture books. The library
worked with Janet Jones on how the donated books will be handled.

H. STAFF ITEMS - None

L COMMISSION ITEMS

Chair Braitman inquired to the HVAC replacement; Library Manager Sargent stated that the
County capital project manager was present at a recent walk through and is searching for a
permanent solution which unfortunately, will not be in place this summer. She noted recently
one glass panel on the inside of the structure shattered, believed to be due to the high heat.

J. ADJOURNMENT

At 4:56 it was moved and seconded (Cullen/Levitt) to adjourn the meeting to April 13, 2026,
at 4:00 pm; motion passed unanimously 6-0-1 (Ferris absent).
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Agenda Date: 4/13/2026

TO:
Honorable Chair and Commissioners of the Library Commission

THROUGH:
Mark Leyman, Parks and Recreation Director

FROM:

Mark Leyman, Parks and Recreation Director
Kari Bell, Senior Recreation Supervisor
Janeth Medina, Administrative Analyst

SUBJECT:
Library Commission Work Plan 2026/2027

RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends that the Library Commission discuss the 2026/2027 Library Commission
work plan items approved by the City Council at the February 24, 2026 City Council work plan
meeting.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS:
Fiscal implications, if any, will be developed on a project-by-project basis and presented to the
City Council as necessary.

DISCUSSION:
1. 2026/2027 Work Plan Updates:
a. Library Appreciation Events (Commissioners Cullen, Ferris)
Speaker Series (Commissioners Braitman, Chou, Levitt)
Discuss author options for Spring 2027 Speaker Series
StoryWalk (Commissioners Chou, Cullen, Crabtree-Kampe)
Library Needs Assessment (Commissioners Braitman, Doll, Levitt)
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