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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

REGULAR MEETING 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2025 

 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Pegasus, can we go live? 

III. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Members of the public, we 

have some business to finish up from our last 4:30 meeting, and 

then we'll begin our regular meeting. We'll call back into 

order, into open session, our closed session, and I'll turn to 

the city attorney for an announcement. 

IV. CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT IN OPEN SESSION 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Thank you, Mayor. As previously 

announced, the city council went into closed session to discuss 

three items identified on the agenda. With respect to item A, 

the council authorized supporting Redondo Beach in the lawsuit 

identified on the agenda. With respect to item B, the city 

council gave direction to the city attorney. There was no other 

reportable action taken. 

G. ADJOURNMENT 

A. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, I'd like to adjourn our closed 

session and now call to order our regular city council meeting 
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of October 21st, 2025. If we all rise, we can pledge allegiance 

to our flag. Hand in our heart, and begin. 

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG  

GROUP: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 

States of America and to the Republic for which it stands, one 

nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

C. ROLL CALL  

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Madam City Clerk, may I have 

a roll call, please? 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Tarnay?  

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Here.  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Charelian. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Here. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Howorth.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Here. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Pro Tem Franklin. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Here. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Lesser. 

D. CEREMONIAL CALENDAR  

1. PRESENTATION OF A PROCLAMATION DECLARING OCTOBER 19-25, 2025, 

AS UNITED AGAINST HATE WEEK 

MAYOR LESSER: Here. We'll proceed now to our 

ceremonial calendar, and we have one item, and that is a 

presentation of a proclamation declaring October 19th through 
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25th, 2025, this week as United Against Hate Week. To describe 

the purpose of the week, as well as several upcoming events, I'd 

like to invite down our former mayor, Hildy Stern and two of our 

Manhattan Beach Unified School District Board of Trustee members 

who are here, Tina Shivpuri and Jen Dohner. Please, please come 

on up. So, first and foremost, thank you for coming to our City 

Council Chamber for this item. And to whom should I give the mic 

to maybe give an overview of what the week is about and then to 

describe some of the events? Former Mayor Stern. 

FORMER MAYOR STERN: Thank you. Thank you, Mayor 

Lesser, city Council, I want to thank you for entering this 

proclamation. It's a way for you to stand up for your community, 

to really say to your community, we support you. We recognize 

your humanity, we respect you, and we will work with you when we 

see incidents that are not in comportion with what we do here, 

with our values here, and we stand up against hate in Manhattan 

Beach. So, thank you for entering this proclamation. You are 

joined by communities up and down the coast, and certainly your 

neighboring communities. We've also issued proclamations, your 

city council neighbors, your school board neighbors, the county, 

your county supervisor has also entered a similar proclamation, 

so thank you for doing that. So, United Against Hate Week was 

started in 2017. It was started up in the San Francisco Bay 

Area. It was in reaction to a white supremacist protest that was 
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happening up in the San Francisco Bay Area. And so, with a 

handful of other communities, they started United Against Hate, 

and they formed this week that occurs in the fall of every year 

since 2017 to raise awareness and to activate the communities. 

It quickly grew to about 200 communities, and it is now across 

the country and certainly very prominent up and down the coast 

and in California. So, here in the South Bay, we have the South 

Bay Community Coalition Against Hate. Our coalition was formed 

in October of 2022. It was formed by direction of our city 

council. And we formed that in Manhattan Beach with leadership 

in Manhattan Beach and in our county. And after the first couple 

of months of that, it quickly grew. We now have a distribution 

membership of over 60 leaders. It covers the South Bay. It 

covers our state and county leadership. It includes faith-based 

organizations, school boards, city councils, and other 

organizations who have the same values about standing up against 

hate in our community. So, you would be very proud to know that 

all of our schools in Manhattan Beach are having school-wide 

programs this week, and they're joined by your neighboring 

communities in Hermosa and Redondo and El Segundo, who are also 

having programs all week. So, I'm going to turn this over to 

Tina and Jen, who are going to talk about some of the 

programming that we are going to have here this week. This is 

our fourth year of having very robust programs. I'm very proud 

Page 5 of 128



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

of the coalition, and I'm very proud of our communities for 

supporting all of our programs. So, thank you for this. 

 TINA SHIVPURI: Good evening, everyone. My name is 

Tina Shivpuri. I am from the school board of Manhattan Beach. 

I'll just add a few points. Thank you so much, Hildy. There are 

some events happening this week. When it comes time to kind of 

solicit and see which of our neighbors and which of our 

community organizations want to step up, right away we had Beach 

City's Health District. They stepped up. They had an event last 

night. It was at Adventure plex, and it was a yoga for unity. It 

was a complimentary yoga session. It was a beautiful night where 

about 50 of our community members gathered for a night together 

of peace and solidarity. Tomorrow night, in our neighbors in El 

Segundo, the city of El Segundo is hosting a community by 

candlelight. They have done this for a few years in a row, and 

they're continuing this programming, and we're all invited. That 

starts at 6:30, and I just saw the note that there's free pizza, 

so that might encourage some of us to get out there. But no, 

it's a beautiful event with music and speakers and lots of 

tables and entertainment for a brief hour. But it's wonderful 

that our neighbors have always stepped up to do that. And then 

we're concluding our events on Thursday morning here at the 

Greenbelt, the start of the Greenbelt, at the Sepulveda 

Overpass. There at the beginning of the trail, CTJ, our local 
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congregation, has put partnered and is working with Manhattan 

Beach Community Church. It's an interfaith event. It's called 

the Interfaith Unity Walk, and we're going to take about an hour 

together and walk down the trail here in Manhattan Beach. I 

think that's just, again, an example of where we can all come 

together as a community, and everyone's welcome. Kids are going 

to be in school, but it'll be an adult adventure for all of us. 

We hope to see you all there, and across the week, we're hosting 

at 16 locations a food drive that's going to support one of our 

local, Nonprofits, the Single Mom Project, I know a lot of you 

are familiar with that project because it's near and dear and 

founded here in Manhattan Beach, supporting a lot of the single 

moms and those in need at the Richstone Family Center. So, 

anyways, they have a food bank, sorry, a food closet there, and 

that's going to, these food drives will support that. So, I'll 

let a trustee Dohnor speak a little bit about our poster 

campaign. It's something we're launching just this week. It's 

hot off the press. And it's something, again, we're growing and 

we're excited to, again, push the awareness and build the 

umbrellas as big as we can for United Against Hate Week and 

beyond. 

JEN DOHNER: Thank you, Tina. I did want to add that 

the locations where you can drop food for the food drive can be 

found at our website, southbayversushate.org. And I'm here to 
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introduce this poster. The purpose of this poster is to raise 

awareness about a phone number that you can call if you or 

someone you know is the victim of a hate incident or hate crime 

or an incident of bullying. That number is 211. And more 

information about the support that you can receive by calling 

211 can be found at 211la.org. But this is joined in by Holly 

Mitchell's office and the city of LA and LA versus hate as an 

organization. All support the support and services that you can 

receive by calling 211 in that case. So, we have a limited run 

of these and we can make more if there's more demand. 

 MAYOR LESSER: I'm sorry, that poster it's a tough 

subject but it's a beautiful image do you know who did that 

poster? 

JEN DOHNER: Well, I’m also a former art commissioner 

for the city of Manhattan beach and I did do the art so thanks 

for pointing that out I appreciate it.  

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, councilmember Howorth? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: No, I was going to I was going 

to ask to please tell us who did that beautiful piece. 

MAYOR LESSER: So on behalf of the city council we do 

have a proclamation which we'll give to the three of you so you 

can share and share alike may I hand it to you, Tina, because 

you're in the middle, and we also have city pins. For each of 
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you, would you like another one? One for you, one for you, and 

we're happy to stand for maybe a picture. 

 TINA SHIVPURI: Thank you. Thanks for starting the 

meeting with us. 

 COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I wish I could draw like that. 

E. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND WAIVER OF FULL READING OF ORDINANCES 

 MAYOR LESSER: Okay. We now move on to approval of the 

agenda and waiver, a full reading of ordinances. I'd like to see 

if there's a motion. I know I will be pulling item number seven. 

Does any other Councilmember plan on pulling any other item from 

the consent calendar? Because now would be a time.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I would like to pull number 

nine.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Seven and nine. Okay. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Is that your motion, Councilmember 

Tarnay? 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yes.  

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: I'm sorry, Mayor. 

MAYOR LESSER: Would you like to pull it up? 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: I just have to get, yeah, 

number four. 

MAYOR LESSER: So, so far, we have four, seven, and 

nine from the consent calendar. Is that right? 

 MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes. 
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MAYOR LESSER: But otherwise, approval of the consent. 

 COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And, Mr. Mayor, just a 

clarification. Even if we're just making comments, we're going 

to wait until after public comments, right, and, like, talk 

about the items pulled from the consent calendar at that time. 

 MAYOR LESSER: I believe that's correct, yes. Okay. 

Call for a vote, please.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I got nothing. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: It's not working? 

MAYOR LESSER: Do you want to have a voice vote on this 

one?  

CITY CLERK TAMURA: I will yes. Councilmember Tarnay? 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yes. 

Councilmember Charelian? 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yes. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Howorth? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Pro Tem Franklin? 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Lesser? 

MAYOR LESSER: Yes. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0. 

F. CITY COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCEMENTS OF 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
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MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We'll now move on to City 

Council and Community Organization announcements of upcoming 

events for up to one minute per person. Would members of the 

public care to make a one-minute statement? Please come down. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER SCOTT YANOSKI: Hello, Council. My 

name is Scott Yanoski. I'm with the Royal Club of Manhattan 

Beach. I have a bunch of Rotarians here today to talk about our, 

we have a video. I don't need to say much but just watch the 

video. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. 

TIM HAGEMAN: VetFest is a day, right around Veterans 

Day, to honor, recognize, and pay tribute to our veterans, our 

first responders, and our active military. 

CHRISTINA PASCUCCI: VetFest is our Hallmark event for 

the Manhattan Beach Rotary Club is one of my favorite events of 

the year. I actually came here last year before I was even a 

member and just saw the incredible work they were doing and felt 

so inspired. We have nearly 20 million veterans in the United 

States. And so today, we took a chance and celebrate them and 

let them know we appreciate their sacrifice, their service, and 

also that of their families, who also do a lot supporting them 

when they go overseas to serve our country. 

KEITH SULTEMEIER: Rotary's motto is service above 

self. There's no group of Americans that represent service above 
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self than our soldiers and our first responders. Kinecta is a 

community institution. This is a special group, so we really 

wanted to go big for it. Rotary and Kinecta made a partnership 

and it's, just grown from there.  

TIM HAGEMAN: We have a phenomenal barbecue here. 

There's going to be some drinks. Last year we had a line of 

people before it opened up and if you get up near the band later 

on it's going to be phenomenal. People are dancing, having a 

great time. And these two bands just bring the energy, but I 

think they truly do know what it's all about, and it's to honor 

the veterans and first responders. 

MIKE ROSENBERGER: Being a veteran myself, it's 

enjoyable to talk to some of the folks. You get some guys here 

who have been around a lot longer than me. The spirit, the 

community, and the general atmosphere is awesome. Music and beer 

is not bad either. 

STEVE CRECY: Army, I was in the U.S. Army. I was 

drafted. I went to Vietnam for one year. I was a specialist four 

at the end of it. I'm the secretary of Vietnam Vets of America, 

the South Bay chapter. So, one of our members lives nearby in 

Hawthorne. Get over here! You got to get over here! You won't 

believe this! The band was rocking, you know, the beers were 

out, and it was just very, very grateful. We're very grateful to 

be here. We feel really honored to be here. 
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TIM HAGEMAN: It shouldn’t be just one day. We need to 

recognize the men and women who sacrificed so much for our 

freedom and to protect our country and our communities. They 

need to be represented every day and honored every day and 

that's our goal. To all who are serving or have served, on 

behalf of everyone here, we appreciate all you've done and 

continue to keep us safe and share our freedom. We thank you for 

your service. With VetFest, it's just a day to bring everybody 

together and have a great time in honor of them. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER SCOTT YANOSKI: Thank you very much. 

That's November 8th, 12 to 5. Please come. Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Great. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Rita, was that you singing on 

the stage?  

MAYOR LESSER: Other members of the public that would 

care to make a community announcement in Chambers? Please. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER MATT SABOSKY: Good evening, Honorable 

Mayor, members of City Council. Matt Sabosky, Acting Captain of 

your Police Department. I'd like to take a moment to announce an 

upcoming community event in support of a wonderful cause. The 

Manhattan Beach Police Department will be partnering with Tin 

Roof Bistro for a tip cop fundraiser on Wednesday, November 5th 

from 5 to 8 p.m. This event benefits the Special Olympics, an 
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organization that provides year-round sports training and 

competition for athletes with disabilities. During the evening, 

our officers will trade in their uniforms or aprons and serve as 

hosts and waiters. The tips they receive along with portions of 

the evening's proceeds will be donated directly to support the 

local Olympic athletes. We invite everyone in our community to 

come out, bring your family and friends, enjoy a great meal, and 

help us support this cause. Thank you for your time, and we hope 

to see you at Tin Roof Bistro on November 5th, 5 to 8 p.m., and 

reservations are recommended. Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER BOBBY BELL: Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem, 

City Councilmembers, City Officials, Ted, I am Bobby Bell, Waste 

Management Outreach and Educator for Recycling and Organics, 

dedicated to Manhattan Beach, a fun place to live, work, and 

play. I get to work here. October's been a crazy month, you guys 

know that. We had the hometown fair that we participated in, we 

had the American Martyr Fair, the MB10K, the pumpkin race this 

last weekend, and so we decided to have an organic home 

composting class and our paper shred this month too. Update on 

the composting class. Lisa Ryder tells me it was fabulous. I was 

unable to attend, but they sold out six bins to people there, so 

it's great. We're diverting stuff from the landfill, and this 

last Saturday we had 170 residents and commercial businesses 
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show up to have their documents safely shredded and then 

recycled. That's all I got. God bless. 

 MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other community 

announcements in chambers? 

LIBRARY MANAGER SARGENT: Hello. Cassandra Sargent, 

from the Manhattan Beach Library. So, I just came up to promote, 

last minute, is our speaker series of Nic Stone. So, this is 

going to be this Saturday at 2 o'clock. We still have 

reservations open, so you can scan that QR code to reserve your 

spot, and we'll also send you a notification. So, our L.A. 

County librarian, Dr. Skye Patrick. is going to be in 

conversation with best-selling author Nic Stone as they discuss 

her journey as a writer, navigating book challenges, and what it 

means to write for young people in today's world. So, it should 

be a very interesting conversation you guys won't want to miss. 

Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Any other community announcements in 

chamber? If not, Martha, is there anybody on Zoom? 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on Zoom. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. In which case, I believe the city 

manager has a community announcement. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Good evening, Council, and 

community members. This evening, I would like to make an 

announcement, more of an update on the Scout House project. I 
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know this is of community-wide interest, and I wanted to report 

to the community that earlier this month, the applicant for the 

Scout House project, that's the Friends Group working with 

Tomorrow Architecture, submitted the necessary building plans to 

the City's Building and Safety Division to initiate the formal 

plan check review process. The submitted plans have been routed 

for concurrent review by building and safety, planning, fire, 

and public works staff. The first round of review is expected to 

be completed by the end of November. At that time, comprehensive 

corrections will be issued to the applicant. The city maintains 

an efficient review schedule with subsequent review cycles 

requiring approximately four weeks of staff time to complete. 

The overall time required for the project to navigate the full 

plan check process is largely dependent on the applicant's 

timeline to address those corrections. The Friends Group has 

assured the City that they are fully committed to quickly 

addressing the required corrections and resubmitting promptly. 

Projects of this complexity typically take 6 to 12 months to 

clear the full plan check process. In parallel with the plan 

check, staff will initiate a costing exercise for this final 

version of the project. Staff anticipates reporting back to the 

City Council on the final confirmed cost once this exercise has 

concluded. Assuming the plan check is successful, and the 

project is fully funded, staff currently estimates that a notice 
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to proceed for construction could be issued in late 2026. Thank 

you for your time. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, City Manager. Council 

colleagues, are there community announcements? I'm sorry, did 

you have a public announcement or a public comment? Great, a 

community announcement. Alright, council colleagues for 

community announcement. Councilmember Tarnay? 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: I do. Thank you, Mr. Mayor. 

Council colleagues, today I'd like to take a moment to honor the 

life of Ryan James, a beloved member of our Manhattan Beach 

community and a proud Mira Costa alumnus. Ryan was a freshman at 

UCLA studying business economics where his sharp mind and 

generous spirit continued to shine. In the early morning hours, 

a week ago, while asleep in his dorm, Ryan suffered from an 

epileptic seizure. Despite his roommate's immediate response, 

Ryan did not recover. Although Ryan had lived with epilepsy 

since childhood, it never defined him. He was a leader, serving 

with the South Bay Community Coalition Against Hate, 

volunteering with the Friendship Foundation and Special 

Olympics, excelling in MUN, and leading his teammates on the 

Mira Costa cross-country and track team. Ryan once described 

himself as a dedicated student, passionate about business and 

science, but those who knew him would add many other adjectives, 

including kind, humble, compassionate, and deeply committed to 
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helping others. Ryan's family reminds us that epilepsy can be 

silent yet devastating. In his memory, they invite all of us to 

learn more, raise awareness, and support efforts towards a cure. 

Our hearts and prayers are with Ryan's family, Nancy, Chris, and 

Aiden. Thank you for sharing your beautiful son and brother with 

us. May his memory be a blessing. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Councilmember Tarnay, and we 

will be adjourning our meeting tonight in Ryan’s memory. Council 

Colleagues, does anyone else have a comment before I make two 

comments? I have two comments. One is an update on regional 

emergency communications. This is an update regarding the 

Chevron refinery fire in El Segundo on October 2nd. Since the 

incidents, we wanted to report back to the community the 

following in brief. First, the City of Manhattan Beach and its 

regional partners, including the City of El Segundo and Chevron, 

have been reviewing their communication protocols to facilitate 

emergency messaging to the public. Second, Chevron has committed 

to support educational outreach. to improve its future emergency 

communications. Third, several city Councilmembers and I visited 

the Chevron Refinery Incident Site to learn more about the scale 

of what happened and the investigation into the cause. Fourth, 

there will be a Manhattan Beach town hall meeting that's being 

planned for early next year that will focus and be devoted to 

emergency preparedness. We will provide additional updates to 
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the public as information is available, but for now the city 

encourages the public to sign up for the Alert South Bay 

emergency text notices. Information about how to sign up is 

behind me. This system provides timely, accurate emergency 

information and warnings by text and email through an 

integrated, standardized, cross-jurisdictional notification 

platform. Try saying that five times fast. The goal is providing 

timely information to the public. We encourage residents to sign 

up either by texting MBALERTS to 888777 or signing up online at 

alertssouthbay.com and that information is posted on the 

announcement behind me. The second announcement is I invite the 

public to join me. Hopefully, I'll be a little bit wider than 

that image as it displays. But this is the tradition that we've 

had in our city over the years where you have coffee with the 

mayor. I welcome your input, your ideas, your thoughts. My goal 

is to hold these sessions on the excuse me, the first Friday of 

each month. Part of the timing goes into the holiday schedule 

that's coming up ahead. We're going to start out on Friday, 

November 7th, at the Metlox Plaza from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m., and 

we'll likely move to East Manhattan Beach and maybe adjust the 

time so that those who can't get there in the morning on a 

weekday can join us perhaps later in the afternoon. But please 

join us, and we'll be more, we'll be advertising them more in 

the future.  
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G. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, with the conclusion of community 

announcements, we'll now move on to public comments. This is an 

opportunity for members of the public to make a comment on an 

item for up to three minutes for items that pertain to the 

jurisdiction of council. Member of the public, please come on 

down. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER LARRY GRICK: Hi, my name is Larry 

Grick, and I just wanted to make some comments about the 28th 

Street drainage especially since I will go to the meeting of the 

parking place Commission which is Wednesday Thursday, but I 

wanted to speak here tonight because one of you sitting up there 

is in my notes by name. I have heard nothing mentioned about the 

lifeguards, and we have the lifeguard training station right in 

the middle of this. Well, all those trucks that you see that are 

red and painted that are lifeguard trucks, they consider them 

emergency vehicles, all of them, and they consider, of course, 

the life, the parking lot down by their headquarters building to 

be an emergency parking lot, that's why nobody else can park in 

there. And this all came up when the house at 2700 the Strand 

was being built and Mrs. Howorth was I believe mayor if not on 

the council then because I remember some of her comments. But 

since the house took away three curb parking spots, and that's 

in that little place where 27th Street juts down from Ocean 
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right to the Strand, it took away three of the spots parking on 

the north curb. So, the big question that was discussed then was 

how many parking places can we put in to replace. And one was 

considered at the most easterly spot on the south side of the 

street. In other words, if you came out of their parking lot, 

you would make a right turn to go to Ocean. Well, there was a 

parking spot there. And the lifeguard said that absolutely will 

not do. It would slow down their egress substantially. And now 

we're replacing it with the fact that the lifeguard most likely 

would have an emergency on the beach. How is his quickest way to 

the beach? South on Ocean Street, Ocean Avenue. And all the way 

to Marine, where he can get down to the beach, he's going to be 

facing opposing traffic if we make Ocean one way north. Somebody 

has to think about that. Three minutes went by awfully quick, 

but I will, as I say, go to the Park and Place Commission. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you Mister Grick. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER LARRY GRICK: Also, I'll just quickly 

mention that --. 

MAYOR LESSER: Briefly, if you could, please. Yeah. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER LARRY GRICK: Some of those trucks are 

parked in the 26th Street lots that are going to be closed. 

Because they don't have enough room in their own lot. And even 

there's one to three of those trucks parked in those lots 
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overnight. So, there's a lot to consider as far as the 

lifeguards are concerned. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Mr. Grick. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER LARRY GRICK: Thank you.  

MAYOR LESSER: Appreciate it. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER JULIE JUSTICE MCINNITY: Mayor and 

Councilmembers, I'm Julie Justice McGinnity, and I'm here this 

evening with my colleague, Beth Gessner. We're with Friends of 

the Senior and Scout Community Center. We're the not-for-profit 

organization partnering with the city to build the new 

intergenerational community center on the site of the Scout 

House in Live Oak Park. When not in use by the city's older 

adult program or scouts, this facility will provide much-needed 

additional meeting space for all community-based organizations 

in the city. First, I want to thank each of you for your ongoing 

support of this project. I'm here tonight simply to share that 

Louis Tomorrow and Friends are very much committed to applying 

their resources and urgency to this plan check process. We're 

excited to be partnering with the city's team to be moving 

forward in plan check and enthusiastic about the costing 

exercises being re-engaged. So, the only other thing I want to 

say is we really have appreciated tremendous support for this 

project from the community, and we had so many lovely 

conversations at Hometown Fair. Many of the people we talked 
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with at Hometown Fair have already purchased bricks for the 

Memorial Courtyard. Many have donated. I want to encourage 

anyone who's listening tonight to follow through on their 

conversations with us and make their donations and thank the 

community for their support of the project. It is not too late 

to be part of this. If you're listening tonight and you haven't 

donated, please go to www.mbcommunitycenter.org and contribute. 

Thank you so much. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER BENEDECT O'BRIEN: My name is Benedict 

O'Brien. I have remarks regarding the undergrounding. Should I 

wait till later? 

 MAYOR LESSER: You have a choice, sir. You can make 

your remarks now, but the matter itself will come back later, 

and then you'll have more specific information.  

PUBLIC COMMENTER BENEDECT O'BRIEN: I will wait.  

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Thank you, sir. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER SCOTT YANOSKI: Scott Yanoski, good 

evening. I'm here tonight not to complain about something. First 

of all, I want to thank City Council for the work they did in my 

9-11 memorial. I built that. It was, you know, from the heart. 

Mark Leyman did an excellent job, and I want to recognize him 

and his crew for all the work that they did. And what I'd like 

to see is an ongoing maintenance over there, and I will work 
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with Mark and help him as much as I can. But thank you very 

much. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Welcome back. 

ACTING CAPTAIN MATT SABOSKY: Good evening. Honorable 

Mayor, Members of City Council, Matt Sabosky again, Acting 

Captain of your Police Department. I'm here this evening on 

behalf of Chief Johnson to provide a brief update on bicycle 

safety and enforcement. As we head into the Halloween and busy 

fall event season, community safety, especially for children 

walking and riding their bikes, remains one of our top 

priorities. During the third quarter, which covered the end of 

summer, so July through September, and the start of the new 

school year, our officers issued 104 bicycle citations. That's 

an increase from 93 total citations issued during the first two 

quarters combined. This recent enforcement period coincided with 

students returning to school and our efforts emphasize both 

education and enforcement to encourage safe riding behavior 

among our youth. Our traffic bureau has maintained a highly 

visible enforcement near schools and along major roadways 

focusing on unsafe and distracted riding. Officers have cited 

violations such as running stop signs, making unsafe turns, and 

riding without helmets. Looking ahead, both our traffic bureau 

and our patrol division will continue these focused operations 

to promote safe and responsible riding throughout the community. 
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and ensure the safety of our students. Finally, we encourage 

everyone, if you see suspicious activity or dangerous riding 

behavior, please don't hesitate to contact the Manhattan Beach 

Police Department so our officers can respond and help keep our 

streets safe. Thank you very much. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.  

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Can I? 

MAYOR LESSER: Mayor Pro Tem Franklin. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Captain, may I ask a question, 

please? Can you just kind of give us a general breakdown of the 

type of citations? Do you see something more prevalent than the 

other? 

ACTING CAPTAIN MATT SABOSKY: You know, the citations 

really span from the youth all the way up to the adults. And a 

lot of it is just not stopping at stop signs, what I've seen 

primarily. Obviously, you have the youth that are doing the 

wheelies and pretty erratic on their bikes, which we try to 

enforce that as much as possible when we see those infractions. 

But a lot of just not stopping at stop signs, not wearing your 

helmets, and not yielding to cars, that's a lot of it. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. Thank you so much. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Kevin. Any other members of 

the public? I'll have the public comment in chambers if not 

Martha anybody on zoom? 
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ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, we have Bruce. 

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Are you going to take the Zoom 

one? 

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, please let me take one on zoom 

first. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER BRUCE: Hi, Mayor Lesser, members of 

council, good evening. And first of all, thank you, Nina, for 

your beautiful comments this evening regarding Ryan James. It 

was touching, and very heartfelt, and very meaningful. I’m here 

to speak during public comment on a completely different topic. 

Later this evening on the agenda, you’ll be discussing the 

utility undergrounding project in Districts 12 and 14. Since I’m 

currently on the East Coast, I will not be awake to speak at 

that time, so I’m speaking now. I just want to express my 

complete disappointment with the city’s execution on this 

project. I own a property in District 12. Six years ago, this 

district was formed, and the city collected my assessment of a 

little over $28,000, as it did with every other property owner 

in that district. And here we are six years later, you’re 

receiving another update from city staff. Tonight’s update will 

reveal several things, including the fact that fewer than 50% of 

homes have been converted and are ready to accept the 

underground utilities. I love this city, as you know. I’ve 

served this city, as you know. But I’m completely disappointed 
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in this city this evening with respect to this project. The city 

has completely failed to execute against every timeline, every 

promise, and every commitment. Tonight, in the staff update, 

you’re going to hear a series of excuses and finger-pointing. 

You’re gonna hear the staff blame SoCal Edison. They’ll blame 

Hotline Construction. They’ll blame the contractors. They’ll 

blame Frontier. At the end of the day, as a homeowner, I blame 

the city. The city collected my assessment. Where I sit, I view 

the city as the general contractor responsible for delivering 

against this project. This evening, you will hear an updated 

timeline from city staff projecting that we’re still, best case, 

almost another two years out. What I encourage you to do, what I 

implore you to do is hold your staff accountable. Don’t make 

this another slippery slope “Hey, that’s a nice update, you’re 

doing great work, keep working harder.” Hold them accountable 

for executing against tonight’s timeline. Hold your city manager 

accountable. Hold your director of public works accountable for 

actually delivering against this project. Thank you for your 

service. I appreciate your time. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Is anybody else on Zoom? 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no additional 

requests on Zoom. 
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 MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Back to our Council 

Chambers. I see we have a familiar face. Hi. I'll offer a public 

comment, please. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER RAY JOSEPH: Ray Joseph. Years ago, 

when the Manifestation Committee, you know, they were 

finalizing, I was talking to one of the architects, and he said 

that he couldn't design houses the way he wanted to design 

houses because his clients wanted something different. So, he 

built into the code, you know, the way he wants houses designed. 

And if you look at, you know, prior to mansionization, if you 

had an upward-sloping lot, that was an advantage because, like, 

for example, in the tree section, when you build a house, the 

biggest problem is the garage because it takes up 600 square 

feet on the first floor, and so you're kind of designing around 

that if you've got a level lot. If you've got an upward-sloping 

lot, you put the garage underneath, you put the house on top, 

now you can get a really good first floor. But now they have, 

under mansionization, what they call the three-story effect, so 

you can only have one floor above the garage, so you still run 

into that problem. So, what you're doing is you're pushing all 

the houses further back, and you don't get a backyard. If you 

didn't have the three-story effect, you could pull the houses 

forward, and people could actually get a yard they would use. 

Because you don't really, who uses a front yard unless you're on 
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a walk street? Almost nobody. You use the backyard. Front yard 

setback is 20 feet, and the rear setback is 12. So, you're 

pushing the houses further and further back, and then you have 

what's called the 24-foot wall effect, if you have a lot wider 

than 35 feet. Every property in El Porto on Ocean has a 35-foot-

wide lot. So, if you're 35 feet 1 inch, guess what? You go up 24 

feet, go 3 feet, then you go up. You're allowed to build 30 feet 

tall, so you're setting houses back that don't require it. 

There's 80 properties in the sand section that have 35-foot 

lots, and most of them are half lots, so you're taken away from 

people on that thing. You know, so, you're doing all these 

things that are making houses more restrictive. Like, for 

example, you go, oh, no, your elevations of your original soil 

have to be at this level if you want to put a basement in. So, 

they do all these very restrictive things when you can rebuild 

and put the slope correctly to allow for a basement. On one 

property I know of, they wouldn't allow the first level to be a 

certain height because they didn't want a gap between the height 

of the ceiling in the basement and the other floor. Because they 

said, well, you just can remove that because they could run all 

their ducting and everything through there. So, they reduced the 

views on a property, which hurts property values. So, there's a 

lot of things that are being done that are very restrictive to 

what could make houses more livable and more enjoyable. But all 
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these things are just pushing them further and further back 

because they don't have backyards. They can't get the floors at 

the elevations they want. And it becomes problematic. So, I 

think at some point we need to have a re-look at what we did 

with mansionization. If you look at a lot of these houses that 

have a deck off the master, no one uses it. You're requiring 

people to put in stuff they don't use. It doesn't make sense. 

So, thank you. 

H. CONSENT CALENDAR 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Are there any other members 

of the public that would care to offer public comment? Going 

once, going twice. I'll close public comment. Move on to our 

consent calendar. Is there a motion to approve the consent 

calendar with the exception of items 4, 7, and 9? I see a motion 

by Councilmember Howorth, then seconded by Councilmember Tarnay. 

Call for the vote. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0. 

I. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR 

4. CONSIDERATION OF AN UPDATE REGARDING THE FISCAL YEAR 2025-

2026 CITY COUNCIL WORK PLAN 

   MAYOR LESSER: Okay, we'll now move on to items removed 

from the consent calendar, beginning with item number 4. Mayor 

Pro Tem Franklin, I believe you pulled that item. Would you like 

a staff report or do you have specific questions? 
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 MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: No, I mean not at this time. 

Really the reason I pulled it is because I felt it needed to be 

a general business item for wider exposure to the public and to 

get their input. There's a lot of things on that report that are 

important to a lot of different people. So, just to get the, you 

know, better transparency and to get more input from the public. 

I'd like to see it show up on the agenda, you know, as a general 

business item in the future. 

 MAYOR LESSER: So, if I may, maybe I'll ask the city 

manager or whoever she designates. My understanding, and I'm 

sorry, I see Councilmember.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: No go pass. 

MAYOR LESSER: My understanding is that this item is 

actually going to be coming back to an agenda already, but this 

was an effort by staff to post this. So, the public is aware of 

what our current work plan provides. Please. 

 SENIOR MANAGEMENT ANALYST PATTY MATSON: Yes. So, 

typically throughout the year we provide updates on the work 

plan and every year in like February we have our annual work 

plan meeting. That's where council sits down and decides what's 

going to be on the work plan, potentially removed. So, that's 

the opportunity to really delve into what the work plan is. 

Otherwise, we just continue to do periodic updates. 
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. Great.  

MAYOR LESSER: Patty, do you want to fully introduce 

yourself? I'm sorry, we're sort of going in an upside-down order 

here. 

SENIOR MANAGEMENT ANALYST PATTY MATSON: Apologies, 

yes. Senior Management Analyst, Patty Matson. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. Well, in that case, I 

encourage the public to look at it and to come back in February 

to provide it. You can provide your input any time, but that's a 

good time as well in February.  

MAYOR LESSER: Great.  

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Thank you, Mr. Mayor.  

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmembers, any questions? 

 COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I was just going to say thank 

you for pulling it. Look forward to talking about it more in 

February.  

MAYOR LESSER: Great. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: All good. 

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian? 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Just really quick, thank you, 

Patty, for the update. I just want to understand the timeline. 

So, we talk about it in February, and then the update is halfway 

through, and then when we come back in next February, is that 

when we're actually looking at the metrics and how far we've 
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gotten in the process? I guess I'm just concerned that we're 

heading towards February in a couple of months, and then we're 

going to really look at it and say, you know, where are we with 

this, the timeline. 

 SENIOR MANAGEMENT ANALYST PATTY MATSON: Sorry, 

apologies. Every update adds potential pending action items or 

upcoming items to complete. So, throughout the process, we 

include some of those, so that way when we do get to February, 

we know where we're at in the process. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Great. Thank you. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: So, in comparison to what 

the council adopted last February, today's update does include 

all of the status updates for each particular item. So, it 

doesn't look similar to what you adopted back in February. It 

incorporates the updates, and anything that was completed moves 

to completed, and then pending council. Actions remain under 

pending Council actions. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Patty. I'd like to open this 

item up for public comment. Would any member of public care to 

come down to speak on the City Work Plan? 

PUBLIC COMMENTER STEPHAN KAMPA: Stephan Kampa, one of 

the residents, speaking as a resident. Don't get mad at me, 

okay? I wrote you guys an email on this one. And my concern is 
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that if we get the work plan and we look at it on an annual 

basis, and that's what I'm hearing right now, we have some major 

projects. And we just talked about one here about the utility 

undergrounding, and we had a resident pretty upset about that. 

So, the question I have is if this is our top projects, and this 

is what you guys have identified as the top projects, and we see 

schedule slippages, I would expect those to be highlighted here 

and for you guys to see those and discuss them in the public 

forum. And ask the very simple questions of if something's on or 

off schedule, if it's off schedule, what are the reasons for 

that? Is the schedule recoverable or not? And then what is the 

impact to the residents or other projects that we have? So, I'm 

uncomfortable saying that our top projects are only being looked 

at once a year. Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Any other members of the 

public care to comment on this item? Seeing none, Martha, is 

anybody online? 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on Zoom. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, in which case we'll close public 

comment. Councilmember Howorth? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And I might be confused on 

this. It's actually, it's looked at two or three times a year, 

right? Three? It's like quarterly or that would be four. Sorry, 

I'm bad at math. 
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Three times, February, May, 

and October. And I'd like to just clarify that something like 

the UUAD is actually in the CIP. Yeah, so there are different 

levels of projects on different lists per se. 

 COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Right, and it's an ongoing 

list. It's sort of like the tip of an iceberg is what we see, 

and those are the day-to-day, things that kind of get added on 

top of the day-to-day, and I feel like the work plan is sort of 

the stuff below the water, so in a way. It's the stuff that is 

going on all the time. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: There's a department work 

plan, which is the daily operation, and then the work plan is 

special projects dictated by council. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: And then separate from 

that, there's the CIP. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, so forget the iceberg. It 

didn't, that didn't make any sense. But the, that's great. So, 

council work plan is based on direction we've given, and it's, 

we get a presentation of it three times a year. Okay, thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Councilmember Charelian? 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, mayor. And again, 

I appreciate the staff providing us with updates, but I too, 

feel that it belongs on general business at least once, maybe in 
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the middle of a process to just, again, transparency of the 

community, where we are, and potentially if we have any 

additional input to help kind of move it along if we're getting 

close to the February annual. So, I agree we should open it up 

to the public at least halfway through. It's our work plan. It's 

City Council's work plan, so outside of it just being 

memorialized in content, we should open it up to the public. 

MAYOR LESSER: For my comments, I simply want to thank 

the staff for putting this item on the agenda, providing the 

updates that staff has, because this is time-consuming. You cull 

through all the projects, but it's, of course, important for our 

openness and transparency with the public and if there's a 

desire to put this on an agenda more frequently or to have it on 

a general business item I'm certainly receptive but I believe we 

have some full agendas between now and February. I'm not sure if 

the request is to put it on the agenda before February but we 

certainly can maybe give some direction when this comes back in 

February in terms of when it's to come back again if that's a 

good way to proceed. Okay I see a motion has been made by Mayor 

Pro Tem Franklin and the motion is? 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: To approve consideration of an 

update regarding the fiscal year 2025-2026 City Council work 

plan.  

Page 36 of 128



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

MAYOR LESSER: No other comments? Call for the vote 

please.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I seconded it. 

MAYOR LESSER: And it was seconded by Councilmember 

Howorth. Thank you. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0. 

7. FISCAL YEAR 2024-2025 YEAR-END FINANCIAL RESULTS AND YEAR-END 

BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS  

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We next move on to the second 

item that was pulled which is item number seven the fiscal year 

2024-25 year-end financial results and year-end budget 

appropriations. I'd like to call our finance director. I pulled 

this item because I felt because of the amount involved, there 

needed to be at least some sort of explanation for the public as 

to what is happening here. Please. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: Thank you. Good evening, 

Mayor and City Council. Libby Bretthauer, Finance Director. So, 

I do have a brief overview of the item to present, and then I'm 

happy to take any questions. So, item number seven on the agenda 

includes a year-end update for fiscal year 2024-25, which 

covered our fiscal year from July 1st through June 30th. So, 

preliminary financial reports as of June 30th were included on 

our August 19th agenda packet. However, since then, we've 

completed our audit fieldwork and are now moving on to the 
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preparation of our financial statements. So, the revised June 

30th financial reports that are attached to the item tonight 

Include all year and accrual entries and are considered nearly 

final with two proposed budget adjustments that are remaining as 

pending. So, our city's financial policies state that in no case 

may total expenditures of a particular fund exceed that which is 

appropriated by the City Council without a budget amendment. So, 

you know we do our best to budget as accurately as possible. 

However, from time-to-time events can occur that cause total 

fund exchange expenditures to exceed the budgeted 

appropriations. And so, per our city's financial policies, we do 

ask for city council's approval at the end of the year if we do 

exceed total appropriations. And so, this year we had two funds 

where that occurred, which is the same two funds that occurred 

the prior year as well. So, the insurance reserve fund had 

sufficient fund balance to pay the total expenditures of nearly 

$11.6 million that occurred in last fiscal year. So, although we 

increased the budget for liability claims by $1.5 million at 

mid-year, the total fund expenditures still exceeded the total 

budget by $679,000, and an appropriation is needed. So, 

liability claims, as you know, can be difficult to predict and 

budget for with certainty, and the insurance reserve funding 

levels is a broader policy discussion. And with this, staff will 

be returning to the City Council at a future date to present 
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additional data and options for city council consideration for a 

longer-term funding plan for the insurance fund. So, 

additionally, the pension fund, which accounts for a dormant 

city plan, was over budget by $3,123 due to increased retiree 

medical costs, which was caused by higher than anticipated 

number of retirements. And so, these requested appropriations 

will align the budget in fiscal year 25. So, in these two funds, 

with their actual expenditures and then allow us to close the 

books on fiscal year 25 and begin preparing our financial 

statements. So, the year-end report also includes an update on 

our general fund, and I'm happy to report an increase to the 

general fund balance of about $2.3 million after taking into 

account ongoing operations and transfers. Now, before getting 

too excited about spending $2 million, we did have $1.8 million 

in carry-forward contract encumbrances that have already moved 

forward to fiscal year 26 for spending. So, after taking these 

carry forwards into account, the increase to general fund 

balance was about $470,000. And so, moving forward, on November 

18th, finance staff will be presenting a fiscal year 26. So, the 

current fiscal year will be back to present a first quarter 

budget update. And yes, you just adopted the fiscal year 26 

budget in June, but it's inevitable that items pop up throughout 

the year with fiscal impacts. And so, we'll be providing this 

update next month. And so, for anyone interested in our city's 
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finances, I also welcome members of the public to view our open 

finance transparency portal that's available on the city 

website. You can search for it by just typing the word 

transparency into the search box, and from there you can drill 

down on all of our city funds, revenues and expenditures, see 

the vendors we pay, and get into a lot more details if you'd 

like, and we're always here to answer questions. So, with that, 

I'll conclude this report and be happy to answer your questions. 

   MAYOR LESSER: That's helpful. You anticipated several 

questions in those statements, but I just want to confirm why 

we're doing this tonight. I mean, for members of the public, why 

are we doing now as opposed to perhaps foregoing it to a 

dedicated budget session? 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: Certainly. Thank you for 

the question. So, the last two fiscal years, we have included 

prior year appropriations with the first quarter budget update 

that was done in November. So, what's different this year is 

that we had moved up our audit process by a couple of weeks. And 

so the reason we wanted to take this fiscal year 25 kind of 

year-end results report in October was so that way we can do 

these two budget appropriations, close the books on last fiscal 

year, and allow us to keep pace on our audit timeline with our 

goal of bringing the ACFER, our annual comprehensive financial 

report, to you in January. 
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MAYOR LESSER: Helpful. Council colleagues, any 

questions? Councilmember Charelian? 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Got to hit my button.  

MAYOR LESSER: I can see your body movement towards the 

button.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Just looking for it. Thank 

you for pulling this Mayor. I was unexpected to see this in 

consent for dollar amount, and thank you, Libby for the 

presentation. So, in February we had the midyear budget. We had 

a $350,000 deficit at that time proposed for year end? 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: In the general fund, yes.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: In the general fund, right. 

And then we upped it by $1.5 million for the insurance, correct? 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: So that was in the 

insurance fund, what I mentioned there. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Got you. I guess just reading 

the report, and I know it's not for tonight, it will be for a 

broader discussion, and it mentions that in the staff report. 

But I do believe that, you know, based on the policy, that we're 

short by about $1.7 million. For the reserve fund and the 

insurance? 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Okay. And so, I mean, I just, 

I guess for me, I just look forward for a report in the future 
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with risk and finance providing, like, an action plan and 

understanding what, you know, what's rising, what's creating 

this cost increase with the workers' comp liability items. I 

know some of them have legal rights and we don't talk about 

those things, but, you know, the shortfall outside of just 

rising premiums, I guess I would want to know those things 

coming back, as you mentioned in the report that you guys would 

be coming back, do you know when would you be coming back? 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: We don't have a tentative 

agenda date yet, but it will likely be in the next few months 

with the goal of having some clarity on it before we fully 

develop next year's budget. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Got you. And then you'll take 

that information through the finance subcommittee, I would 

assume, before coming to council as far as the policy 

discussions on our reserve threshold and actuarial report that 

we'll get on the insurance cost. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: Yes, in the past, like in 

2022, it was reviewed by the Finance Sub Committee first before 

coming to the full City Council, so we'll likely follow that 

again. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Great, no more question, 

mayor. 
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MAYOR LESSER: Any other questions? Thank you, Libby. 

We'll open this item up to public comment, but any member of the 

public care to comment on this item in chambers? Seeing none. 

Martha, is everybody on Zoom? 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, we have Jim Burton. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER JIM BURTON: Good evening, Mr. Mayor, 

members of council. A couple of questions and an observation. 

I'm just curious, the Measure M and particularly Measure M and 

Measure W funds, the utilized percentages on that are fairly 

small, and I'm just curious, have we identified projects? Where 

that money is going to be spent? I mean, essentially, this is 

free money for us, and even the grant funding is fairly small. 

But have projects been identified, is my question. And then my 

observation is just, let me channel my inner Bruce Moe, is our 

sales tax has been relatively flat since 2023, 23, 24, 25, with 

less than a 10% an increase from 2022. Just a reminder to our 

wonderful residents and folks out there, if you're going to 

spend money, spend it in Manhattan Beach and let's increase that 

sales tax. Obviously, it pales in comparison to property tax, 

but again, just noticing that our sales tax, any effort we can 

do, I know Bruce would appreciate it. Thank you all. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So would we. 

MAYOR LESSER: Any other members of the public here to 

comment on Zoom, Martha? 
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ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No additional requests. 

MAYOR LESSER: In which case, close public comment. Let 

me just quickly. Follow-up, if I could, for the questions that 

were asked. And that is with regard to Measure M and W, 

utilization and application. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: That was R. 

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: Yes, so those are 

restricted funds, and they contain capital projects that are 

budgeted. So, I believe he's likely looking at page 165 of the 

packet, which has our current year, excuse me, fiscal year 25 

expenditures, the budget versus actuals. And so, the budget 

shows all the capital projects budgeted, the actual spent. So, 

all of those remaining budgets will be carried or have already 

been carried forward to the current fiscal year for completion 

of the projects. 

MAYOR LESSER: Very good. Any other council comments, 

questions? I see there's a motion by Councilmember Howorth. 

Thank you.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Thank you.  

MAYOR LESSER: And I have, what is that motion? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: The motion is I make a motion 

that we receive this report and appropriate $679,833 from the 

Insurance Reserve Fund and $3,123 from the Pension Trust Fund in 

fiscal year 24-25. 

Page 44 of 128



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

MAYOR LESSER: I will second that motion. If there's no 

other comment, we'll call for the vote. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: MOTION PASSES 5-0. 

9. CONSIDERATION OF A POLICY BETWEEN THE MANHATTAN BEACH FIRE 

DEPARTMENT AND THE MANHATTAN BEACH MAP YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 

COMMITTEE 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We will now move on to item 

number 9. Item number 9 is consideration of a policy between the 

Manhattan Beach Fire Department and the Manhattan Beach Map Your 

Neighborhood Committee. And this item was pulled by --. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Me.  

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yes, thank you. Just to have 

a couple of comments, chief. On this item, who is the, who is 

going to be taking ownership of this? Is it going to be the 

MBMYN or is it going to be Manhattan Beach Fire? 

FIRE CHIEF ALEXANDER: It is a collaboration between 

the two. In regards to Manhattan Beach, our liaison, our 

emergency preparedness administrator, will be our front person 

working with Map Your Neighborhood. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Okay, so it's dual? 

FIRE CHIEF ALEXANDER: Yes. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Okay, thank you. And then I'd 

ask for some potential council suggestions on the staff report. 
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So, might I suggest that city council, you know, you bring 

something back to city council in six months for the 

participation and like the training outcomes and and give us an 

update. 

FIRE CHIEF ALEXANDER: I can do it. It has been a very 

successful program so far in June we had 30 participants 

currently right now we have a waiting list of people trying to 

go through the process, the issue that's coming up is the number 

of instructors to make that happen. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Got you and also by doing 

that you know gives the group better visibility to our community 

as well. That's something that you can do, but I'll add 

comments. 

FIRE CHIEF ALEXANDER: Yes, and next year we have 

planned more working with Map Your Neighborhood for better 

community outreach, and then also in reverse, there's some 

drills. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Great. Thank you.  

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you, Councilmember 

Charelian. Thank you, Chief Alexander. Any other Councilmember 

questions? If not, we'll open this item up to public comment. 

Any members of the public care to comment on this in chambers? 

Seeing none, on Zoom. Anybody want to comment on it? 
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ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on Zoom. 

MAYOR LESSER: We'll close public comment. I see 

there's a motion by Councilmember Charelian, and however, I see 

Councilmember Howorth would like to speak. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I just want to make a 

comment, if you don't mind, to the maker of the motion. I was 

really happy to see sort of a policy in place and the flow chart 

even for the Map Your Neighborhood and all the roles and 

responsibilities. It's been chugging along, and I think this is 

just going to be so, so helpful. And so, I just, and this is 

sort of a, it seems sort of like a small thing in a way, but I 

know it took a lot of work and coordination between volunteers 

and our department. And I want to encourage every single person 

here, including myself, Charlotte Lesser, I'm calling you, I'm 

setting up a map of your neighborhood for my block. But, like, 

make it happen because if something happens, if the big one 

happens, we don't have enough. fire engines to get to every 

single street or house. I mean, no way. So, it would be really 

great if you and your neighbors could band together and help 

each other out. 

MAYOR LESSER: Great. And for my comment, I want to 

echo exactly what Councilmember Howorth just said. This has been 

extremely well received by those involved with the Map Your 

Neighborhood program as well as the Neighborhood Watch program. 
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The volunteers wanted a better framework, particularly because 

this program straddles two departments, our Police Department as 

well as our Fire Department. And I think this has been some 

terrific work that's gone into it. I appreciate the comments of 

Councilmember Charelian suggesting that this come back, perhaps 

for some further input, but for now I'm very supportive of it. I 

see a motion by Councilmember Charelian, and that motion is? 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: To consider a policy between 

Manhattan Beach Fire Department and Manhattan Beach Map Your 

Manhattan Beach committee, so receive and file item. 

MAYOR LESSER: Very good, and I see that's been 

seconded by Councilmember Howorth. I call for the vote. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0. 

J. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

K. GENERAL BUSINESS 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Councilmembers, we're now at, 

we're going to move on to public hearings. There are none. Move 

on to general business. Are we prepared to keep moving, or do we 

need a five-minute break? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I would appreciate a five-

minute break. 

MAYOR LESSER: We're going to take a five-minute break. 

Stand by.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: You saw my body language.  
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MAYOR LESSER: Stand by.  

[RECESS] 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Pegasus, can we go live? 

13. CONSIDERATION AND INTRODUCTION OF AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND 

SECTION 3.68 OF THE MANHATTAN BEACH MUNICIPAL CODE RELATED TO 

MOBILE VENDING BUSINESSES 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We'll call back to order our 

Regular City Council meeting of October 21st. Move on to item 

number 13, which is consideration in an introduction of an 

ordinance to amend section 3.68 of the Manhattan Beach Municipal 

Code related to mobile vending businesses. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR ALKIRE: Good evening, 

Mayor Lesser and members of the City Council. I'm Masa Alkire, 

Community Development Director, and I'll just introduce Erik 

Zandvliet, our City Traffic Engineer. He'll be providing the 

report tonight. This is just as a brief introduction at the 

council's July 15th meeting. You provided direction to staff to 

update the city's existing mobile food vendor regulations. So, 

in the development of these draft regulations, it became clear 

that the state of California vehicle code allows vending in 

general. So, we've developed a mobile vending business permit 

for your consideration tonight. This is inclusive of all types 

of vending, food, retail, rental through a vehicle, as well as 
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the free provision of materials. So, the general applicability 

of these draft regulations is intended to make sure that all 

types of these activities are compliant with our local safety 

considerations, and that's how the regulations have been 

developed. So, I'll let Erik talk to it in detail. Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. 

CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Good evening, Mayor, 

members of the City Council. I'm Erik Zandvliet, the City's 

Traffic Engineer. Pursuant to your request on July 15th, we got 

to work looking at what other cities had with regard to mobile 

vendor ordinances and regulations and mobile food vendors as 

well. We brought all of that information to the September 4th. 

Can we get our PowerPoint up? Oh, it is up. I have to click the 

slide. On September 4th, we went to the PPIC and discussed and 

recommended a variety of different types of mobile food vending 

regulations. We were focused on food vending at that time 

because our existing code calls out mobile food vendors. We 

realized also that the California Vehicle Code allows any kind 

of mobile vending on public streets and allows some certain 

types of local regulations for public safety reasons only. 

Otherwise, they're allowed by right. The California Constitution 

also authorizes the municipalities to regulate public health and 

welfare, and so those are some of the focus points that we've 

looked at for mobile vending. Our existing Municipal Code, 
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Chapter 3.68, regulates only food vendors. We require a city 

business license for that operator, but that business license is 

not a permit. The state also requires a state seller's license, 

and that's a reason to collect sales tax in the respective 

communities that they're selling, whatever they're selling. And 

California Code 114315A requires food vendors to have a restroom 

facility within 200 feet of it if it operates for more than one 

hour in one location.  

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Bless you.  

CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Bless you. L.A. 

County also has a mobile food facility permit and that's to make 

sure that the mobile vending truck is health, has is safe for 

health and food. When the item came up we were very concerned 

about public safety reasons for mobile food trucks many 

communities in South California started seeing more food vendors 

in, when summer time began. The items that we could look at with 

regard to the state code are for public safety reasons only. So, 

we can't just automatically prohibit mobile vendors in the city. 

So, things like unsanitary food preparation, vermin attraction, 

illegal dumping, oil and grease, those types of health issues 

can be addressed. Safety issues such as health hazards, traffic 

congestion, unsafe parking practices. Pedestrian access or lack 

thereof, ADA compliance, meaning accessibility to the mobile 

food truck, and driver sight distance if they're parked, say, 

Page 51 of 128



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

for instance, too close to an intersection. What we're proposing 

is a mobile vending business permit. This gives us better 

control and oversight of vendor compliance rather than just the 

permit. If you just had a, sorry, rather than just a business 

license. If you had just a business license as we do now, the 

only thing you can do is revoke it. And actually, only the city 

council can revoke that in a public hearing. And so that takes 

quite a bit of effort in order to actually revoke the business 

license. This would apply to all vendors, not just food vendors, 

as I mentioned, because if you don't, then non-food vendors 

don't have to comply with these regulations. The idea is to have 

a one-year term so that we make sure that they stay current with 

their insurances and all of the other health requirements. 

Similar to our sidewalk vending permit, you have a sidewalk 

vending permit, and it's modeled off of that, and it's separate, 

and the sidewalk vendors are not subject to this particular 

ordinance. The business permit would also require proof of the 

state and county permits, so that we have those on file. It 

requires a liability insurance, an automobile insurance. And it 

proposes a progressive citation increasing in fines amount and a 

revocation after the fourth violation. It gives the city code 

officers, code enforcement officers, the ability to get 

compliance without actually having to get to a revocation 

hearing or revocation itself. The revocations, of course, can 
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also be appealed according to our municipal code as well. And 

the appeal would go then to the city council. If the permit was 

revoked, it still requires a business license for that mobile 

vendor, whether it be a food vendor or a retail type of 

establishment. Let's get a little bit into the operating 

requirements that are proposed in the ordinance itself. Some of 

the things that they would not be allowed to do is that mobile 

vendors would not be allowed to park in public parking lots, on 

bicycle lanes, in parks, and in non-street areas. By non-street 

areas, I'm saying landscaped areas, places that are not paved, 

places that are not for parking a vehicle in other words. It 

also prohibits parking of the vehicle within 50 feet of a 

controlled intersection or 150 feet of an uncontrolled 

intersection. These are based off of site distance standards by 

Caltrans. We're also proposing that streets that have a 5% or 

greater vertical slope be prohibited. This is for ADA 

accessibility because if you are on a slope, you might have 

trouble using or buying something from that food vendor. Other 

prohibitions would be no parking within 10 feet of a specialized 

curb zone, such as a yellow zone, a bus zone, green zone, 

something like that, within 500 feet of a farmer's market or a 

special permit zone. That includes those types of special events 

that we have every year, such as the firework show. They have to 

stay 500 feet away from that. They're not allowed to be near 
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that special event. Within 50 feet of another mobile vendor, 

when you get too many mobile vendors grouped together, that 

sidewalk gets really clustered and it's hard to get through. 

Within 300 feet of a school, that's an existing regulation that 

we have, and that's for the kids darting out into the street to 

try to get to the ice cream truck or whatever it is. Also, 

prohibition on any street with a speed limit of over 35 miles an 

hour. as part of these vision zero that the nation has taken on 

as far as trying to reduce the number of accidents and the 

severity of accidents. When you have a high-speed street, you 

have a higher likelihood of a fatal accident on those high-speed 

streets because of the high speed. And a prohibition of parking 

in more than one parking space or in a diagonal parking space. 

Now, of course, the city parking code or the traffic code says 

you're not allowed to, you have to stay within the marks, 

markings of a marked parking space. The problem is all you can 

do is give them a site parking citation and you can give them 

another parking citation and you can give them another parking 

citation and so those mobile vendors basically say hey that's 

the cost of doing business we'll take that citation. If you put 

it into the operating requirements for the permit, then we can 

revoke the permit, and they're not allowed back in the city.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Great. 
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CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: A few other things, 

the operating hours would be 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. In all zones of 

the city except from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. in residential zones, in 

residential areas. That mirrors the 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. that's for 

our sidewalk vending ordinance, and the 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. is 

similar to our construction activity times in our city. Mobile 

vendors would not be allowed to have any equipment, accessories, 

signs or products in the right of way. They have to keep 

everything on the mobile truck. Food and merchandise must be 

stored inside the vending vehicle. We can't just have them 

stacking stuff on the sidewalks. They shall not obstruct the 

free movement of pedestrians, which means they have to keep a 

five-foot minimum pathway on the sidewalk. ADA requires four 

feet. We're saying we need a buffer of that just in case people 

are moving around. They have to make sure that they manage their 

lines, their queuing lines, if they have any of those as well. 

They would not be allowed to bend on the street side of a 

vehicle. So, if they're parallel parked, they wouldn't be able 

to do it on the driver's side. They wouldn't be able to park in 

a diagonal parking space because they'd be in the street if they 

were trying to bend. With food vendors, they shall provide trash 

and recycling receptacles. So, there's no trash. They have to 

show their county health and city permits on their vehicle. They 

can't discharge any liquid on private property, and they cannot 
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display any animated flashing or scrolling signs. You see some 

of those on the side of the road. They're distracting to drivers 

and others. So those are the highlights of some of the 

restrictions. The details are in the ordinance itself. We did 

notify the Chamber of Commerce, the North Manhattan Beach 

Business and Professionals Association, the Downtown Business 

and Professionals Association, and they've been partners with us 

in the crafting of this ordinance. They were invited to and 

spoke at the PPIC meeting as well. And with that, I'll conclude 

by saying we are asking that City Council hear public testimony, 

discuss establishing a permit process for mobile vending, and 

introduce the ordinance. We'd be coming back to you on November. 

4th with the second reading of the ordinance and also the fees 

that would be related to the permit itself and any appeal fees 

as well. With that I'd be happy to answer any questions that you 

have. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Good presentation. 

Councilmember Howorth. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I have a few questions, 

thank you Mr. Mayor. So, let's see how would enforcement work so 

let's say I see the food truck parked diagonally. Who do I call? 

How would I know who to call? Do I call code enforcement? Do I 

call police? 
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TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Correct. So, this is a 

partnership with multiple departments. The finance department 

would be responsible for issuing the business permit and the 

business license. Code enforcement would be responsible most of 

the time for enforcement of the code itself. So, if there's a 

code related to the operating of the mobile vendor, code 

enforcement will take care of that. If there's a violation of 

the parking. because they're parked over the lines, something 

like that, and that's at the Police Department. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So, will let's say the Police 

Department or the traffic control, not traffic parking control, 

they have the little things, little like the phasers from Star 

Trek. If they enter in, Joe's food truck is parked diagonally, 

and they are going to give him a ticket. Would they be able to 

tell right there and then, oh, this is the fourth time that this 

has happened? Like, how are we going to track that? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Right. No, they won't. 

We'll be talking to the PACS team about enforcement of mobile 

vendors, and they'll be aware of the types of violations so that 

they can make code enforcement aware that they did issue a 

ticket, and it'll be up to code enforcement to track that. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. Because I can see there 

being a breakdown there, because I think what you're saying is 

for infractions so it could be two parking, it could be as 
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simple as parking violations they don't lose their permit 

correct? 

CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Yes.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And but so it could be two 

parking and then trash or something else I mean I think it would 

be a good idea that at least businesses and maybe even you know 

there's some sort of public information campaign here's who to 

call right because you know people want to know. What happens on 

the weekend? Does our code enforcement work on the weekend? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: We do have code 

enforcement officers working on the weekend, on Saturdays. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: On Saturdays. So, on Sundays, 

that's a so would we just. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: So, on Saturdays, we would 

rely on our Police Department. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I mean on Sundays, okay. Yeah, 

so do you see what I'm saying about, like, here's a fact sheet 

or something like that?  

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Sure. Because we fully 

expect to have a website. Made for mobile vending so that the 

mobile vendors themselves know what the requirements are? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: That's fair. Right, but also 

make it in plain language so that, you know, people can follow 

that. Another question I have, so I think there was somebody 
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said somewhere recently, the mobile vending, so it's not just 

food trucks, also covers, it might have been you, Mr. City 

Attorney. Those who are handing out free samples and using their 

car, like parking their car, but handing out yerba mate or 

Celsius drinks, is that correct? 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, and this was actually 

community development that highlighted that particular issue, 

that one of the drafts of the ordinance was product for sale, 

and so it's been changed. So, the draft that's in your packet. 

That's presented to the public, includes any type of 

distribution. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So, it's conducting business, 

right? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Whether for sale or not. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Right. 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Right.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Because, you know, I don't 

know, again, that's going to be a tricky one to enforce, but 

that is a form of doing business. Now, here's a question, and 

maybe it's for community development. Let's say, you know, I'm 

Celsius Beverage Company. And I'm going to come and hand out 

free samples during the six-man. Am I supposed to get a permit 

for that? And if so, can we really ding those people if they 

don't have one? So that would be one of those. 
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CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, the answer is yes to both. 

They would need a permit. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: And we probably would not 

issue one. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Right, right. You don't have to 

with a free sample. 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: And because of the slopes of the 

streets. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Right. 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: That are close, adjacent to the 

beach. It's very unlikely there will be any street that's safe 

enough for that. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: All right. Okay, thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Erik, I'm going to ask you to 

repeat a response that you gave to Councilmember Howorth, just 

for clarification, because I think it's on the minds of many 

downtown merchants. Certainly, is the process for repeat 

violations and revocation. Because the concern is some vendors, 

just as a cost of doing business, are willing to just receive 

the citation. But can you just review what this ordinance would 

do for repeat violators? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Sure. This permit allows 

for the tracking of violations. And so, if there is a parking 
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violation, it can be tracked. By the vehicle license plate as 

well, so we'll know how many violations of a parking citation 

they've been given. They have to be given a notice of violation. 

So, it's after four notices of violation that they can be 

revoked, that the permit can be revoked. They don't just get 

revoked just because they get a parking citation. You have to 

give them the notice that says this is your second violation. 

MAYOR LESSER: And then there's an opportunity to 

appeal to the Director of Community Development, correct? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: There is an after 

revocation, there's an opportunity to appeal. 

MAYOR LESSER: After revocation, Thank you. I also had 

a question. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: And Director of finance. 

MAYOR LESSER: And Director of Finance. I also wanted 

to clarify about the sorts of vendors one sees in residential 

neighborhoods. For example, food trucks at construction sites, 

as well as mobile car washing services. Describe how this post 

ordinance would apply to those types of mobile vendors. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Sure, so if you have a 

mobile food truck that's servicing and selling product to a 

construction site, they'd be subject to this business permit, 

and they'd only be able to operate from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and 

they have to park in legal parking spaces and all the rest. If 
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there is a mobile car washing service, if the mobile car washing 

service has been ordered by the resident and they're coming to 

provide a car wash for that person, that's not included in this 

permit. That's a private transaction. Even though the truck may 

be parked on the street, they're providing the service for the 

home or for the residents. If that mobile car washing service is 

trying to solicit business, they'd be subject to this ordinance. 

MAYOR LESSER: Are there not other areas of code that 

apply to mobile car washing services? Obviously, we're talking 

about mobile food here. Curious here, I'm just curious.  

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: There's other requirements 

with regard to liquids and things like that. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, thank you. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, thank you, Mayor, and 

thank you, Erik and staff, everybody. This was a joint effort by 

a lot of different departments, and I really appreciate your 

work on it and speed in getting it out. I just have some 

questions to go through. When you say ADA compliance, is that on 

the sidewalk by the mobile vending, like does it have to have a 

ramp to come up on the curb? Or would a driveway suffice? I 

mean, we're always looking at ADA compliance for things. So. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Right so, the way we 

looked at it is that the sidewalk or the street has to have a 5% 

or less slope on it. That means that it does not require a ramp 
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or something like that. If it's more than 5%, a ramp would be 

required, but we would prohibit selling on a street that has a 

5% or more slope on it. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so we know obvious 

examples of streets with a slope greater than 5%. Pumpkin race, 

excuse me. But can you give us one that might be a little more 

subtle that we can sort of get an idea of? Downtown? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Sure. Almost, well, I'll 

state it this way. All of the streets, east to west streets, 

that are west of Manhattan Avenue have a slope of greater than 

five percent. So, those would be de facto prohibited from being 

used by food vendors. As your slope transitions and becomes 

flatter, then there's a point where it's less than 5%. So, say, 

for instance, on Manhattan Beach Boulevard. Somewhere between 

Highland and Morningside, the slope transitions to something 

less than 5%. The advantage is that we have diagonal parking, so 

they still wouldn't be allowed to be able to park there. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Right, Okay, great. So, the 

restroom within 200 feet. So, a mobile truck vendor might say, I 

can wash my hands in my truck. There's a sink. That's not going 

to suffice? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Doesn't, That's not good 

enough. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, and --. 
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TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: They wouldn't have 

restroom facilities on their vehicle lightly.  

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so 200 feet is 

approximately, put that into yards since it's football season. 

Ten?  

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Two-thirds of a football 

field.  

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Ten yards is 30 feet. Wow, so 

it's quite a bit. Okay, great. Thank you. Collecting sales tax, 

we are giving them, or they have to have a state --. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Sellers. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. What if they're part of 

an operation that they're centralized someplace else outside of 

the city? How do we track? to get the sales tax that's due to 

Manhattan Beach? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Sure. The mobile operator 

is responsible for telling the state which cities, that they 

sold product in, and they have to provide that sales tax at that 

particular rate to those cities. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, and I assume can we 

track it? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: We can track it, and we 

can look and see if they've actually done that or not. 
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, great, thank you. So, 

you said 35 miles per hour or greater. There's no street in 

Manhattan Beach. 35 miles an hour, is there, downtown? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: No, not downtown. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, okay. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Manhattan Beach Boulevard 

becomes 35 miles an hour at Pacific Avenue to the east. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, great. And they have to 

have both a trash and recycle bin? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Yes, we want to get our 

recycling in, too. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, presumably that's on the 

sidewalk, then? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: For food vendors, yes. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Might impede the five-foot? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: They're not allowed to put 

it in the five-foot area. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Right, okay. So, it has to be 

beyond the five-foot area.  

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Correct 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, and as far as revoking 

the permits after four uses can, can we decide as the council to 

make that fewer instances, like a two or three. 

Page 65 of 128



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: That is that is a council 

policy call I might have our city attorney describe the reasons 

why four violations is appropriate.  

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: okay 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, see we're trying to pattern 

this after other provisions of the code and it's mentioned, in a 

staff report that's been mentioned in this oral presentation, to 

basically treat them just like other businesses, and that's been 

the city's practice. You know, any business can inadvertently 

violate one of our, like one of the operating regulations, and 

so the courts will look and see, is there a pattern of this 

before you actually revoke a license. So, we recommend four. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, and I noticed it says 

progressive, so as the fines go on, they get higher. 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, and you'll be seeing, if 

you introduce the ordinance tonight, a second reading will be a 

resolution with respect to both the application fee and the 

penalties. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, great. And not that I'm 

a promoter of signs around the city, but I presume there might 

be some sort of signage that goes along with this? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: The only signage that the 

mobile vendor would be allowed to have is on their vehicle 

itself. 
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Oh, no, no, us, the city, to 

notify, you know, a vendor truck may come in and go, wow, this 

looks great, I'll just park here. And will they see a sign that 

says no mobile food truck vending vehicles? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: No, that's not required. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: No. Is it recommended? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: All mobile vendors know 

that they have to check local regulations as part of their 

county permit. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, that's right. Okay. And 

we cover now all days of the week, right? Saturday is with code 

enforcement, and then Sunday is the police department. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Correct, and then code 

enforcement would then follow up on Monday with whatever the 

police department saw. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Can our code enforcement and 

police be proactive? Can they go up to a truck and say, may I 

see your permit? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Absolutely. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, great. Well, thank you 

so much. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: You're welcome.  

MAYOR LESSER: Councilman Charelain? 
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yes. A second, Erik, first of 

all. You know, Council asked and you guys delivered at light 

speed. I think we asked for this in mid-July, got it through 

PPIC, and here we are. So, thank you for working together. 

Finance has evolved, and I'm sure PD was involved, and ComDev, 

and Code, and everyone else. Thanks for getting in here this 

quickly. Only one quick question at this moment before we open 

it up. Shall not obstruct free movement of pedestrians leaving a 

five-feet minimum path? Now, if the vendor comes, people are 

going to congregate to it. Is the vendor causing, because the 

vendors causing the people to congregate, that five feet would 

be impacted by the people maybe waiting on the sidewalk. So can 

you define that five feet, you know, build it, they will come, 

and does that five feet include I'm having this truck, people 

are coming here, and am I impeding the five feet by having the 

truck?  

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Right, and it's not just 

the five feet. So, free movement of pedestrians means access to 

restaurants or to business doors. It requires access to fire 

emergency exits and things like that as well. Five feet may be 

variable depending on the part of the sidewalk we're talking 

about. They still have to provide room around light poles and 

streetlights and things like that. It would be under the 

discretion of the officer, whether it's a police officer or the 
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code enforcement officer, to determine are you impeding traffic. 

The operator is responsible for managing their lines, and if 

they're failing to do that, the option is move, go somewhere 

else, or we'll issue a notice of violation. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: So, just basically provide 

ingress and egress to be able to move freely. Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Councilman Howorth, do you have a 

follow-up? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, thanks. I did have a 

follow-up. if there's somebody who is currently doing business 

in the city with a business permit, would they have to reapply 

to get this mobile vending business permit? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: So, if a business has a 

current business license for mobile food vending in our case, 

once this becomes effective, they will be required to apply for 

a business permit. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So, they will have to apply for 

this mobile vending business permit. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Correct. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And would any existing parking 

violations or anything be used against the application? Can it 

be retroactively?  

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: No, you cannot enforce 

retroactively. 
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I think that's all. Okay, 

thank you.  

MAYOR LESSER: Mayor Joe Franklin, do you have a 

follow-up? 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, just one quick one, Erik, 

please. I know you spoke to it, but how do you get the 

connection between a parking ticket and then an ultimate permit 

violation? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Right, so what we did is 

we included in the regulations or the conditions any violation 

of certain types of parking violations. So, it's not only a 

parking citation, it's also a violation of your permit 

requirement. And so, then we can issue a notice of violation for 

violating that. We're not issuing a notice of violation for the 

parking citation. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, someone just can't stack 

parking tickets and just pay it? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: No. that's what we're 

avoiding with the ability to do this with a permit. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Great, Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Any more councilmember questions? If 

not, we'll open this item to members of the public. Members of 

the public, would you like to speak on this item? Please come 

down. 
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UNIDENTIFIED PUBLIC COMMENTER: Good evening, honorable 

Mayor, Councilmembers. I wrote down a few thoughts. I just want 

to say that I do support the permit process for food trucks that 

are parked for an hour or more. They are hindrance, dangerous to 

drivers, e-bikers and pedestrians and it's inevitable that I've 

come across several where they're either in a lane or you can't 

see around to make a right-hand turn. I do want to make a 

comment about mobile food trucks that service construction 

sites. They do not park for more than a few minutes. They ring 

their bell, people come up, they grab their food. Otherwise, 

construction workers do not get the time of day to, like, bolt 

downtown or run over to Vons. I really would think that would be 

an imposition for them. So, I request that they may not be 

subject to the permit. And then I had a question about how this 

permit will impact supplies of samples or products. At 

tournaments or events like the Six Man 10K, Manhattan Beach 

Open, Tour de Pier, Skechers Walk, etc. So, I just want to, I 

would hate to impact people so negatively that we no longer have 

any option for some free water or whatever it is that they 

provide. Thanks. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Free stuff. 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR KELLY STROMAN: Good evening, Mayor 

Lesser, Council, Kelly Stroman, Executive Director for the 
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Downtown Business Association. Thank you very much for bringing 

this item to Council so quickly. Thank you to Erik and Masa and 

the staff, everybody, Quinn, for all of your input. This 

obviously has been a very tenuous, very emotional concern for 

downtown businesses. So, really appreciate your direction in 

this. I think all of my questions have been addressed. I've been 

working with Erik and been to all the other meetings to bring 

this to fruition. So, our only concern is enforcement, which 

we've pretty much talked about tonight, and the aggregating of 

all those fines and making sure that we all stay on track so we 

can track that and keep everybody on the up and up and 

everybody's safe. And then to Rita's point that she just made 

about events, that's a concern of ours too. For large events 

that happen in and around the pier, a lot of times you'll get 

vendors who come in and set up shop to hand out samples, and I 

think that's been addressed. But I also understand, and maybe 

this is something Parks and Rec can clarify, that if the event 

producer has vendors within the confines and the permit of their 

event in said areas like the lower or upper pier parking lots in 

that defined space that they are part of that event and they are 

sanctioned by that event to be giving out or exhibiting or doing 

whatever. So, that's fine by us. I just want to make sure that's 

all clear and that we all understand the rules of engagement. 

Thank you. 
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MAYOR LESSER: Any other members of the public in 

chambers that would like to speak on this item? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I'm getting hungry. 

MAYOR LESSER: Seeing none, on zoom Martha's anyone 

wants to speak. 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, Jim Burton.  

PUBLIC COMMENTER JIM BURTON: Good evening, Mr. Mayor 

members of council obviously this as a downtown resident for a 

long time mobile food vending in particularly a downtown area 

obviously for residential quality of life this is an issue 

particularly from a safety standpoint and you know particularly 

anything on Valley. I'm coming up to Manhattan Beach Boulevard 

heading south. That's a big issue in front of Vons. It's a big 

issue. I know that kudos to Chief Johnson and the CSO staff. I 

know that on multiple occasions just walking from my house over 

to Vons, the sidewalks have been blocked. I know that I spent a 

lot of time on that outdoor dining task force and keeping clear 

sidewalks. Safety has always been an issue and why somehow this 

didn't come up then. I'm not sure, but the safety issue is 

having a lot of people on our sidewalks is a big issue. I did 

have a question in the ordinance 6890A2 where you talk about 

uncontrolled crosswalks, and maybe Quinn can help me out with 

this, but my understanding, California law, is if you've got a 

driveway, there's an implied crosswalk there, and does that 
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cover driveways and implied crosswalks in the uncontrolled and 

again very very grateful Mr. Zandvliet all of the department's 

council that's coming back there was a lot of effort that that 

went into this and I think like Kelly said I'm very grateful 

that this is coming to pass I do think we have enforcement I'm 

baffled though the permit process 100% in support to Mr. Mayor I 

urge you to sign this he city clerk, this ordinance, at least 

the introduction of this right now, but I'm baffled that from a 

business license standpoint that we can't revoke a business 

license for, you know, says the mobile food vendor may locate a 

vehicle in the public roadway as long as the mobile vendor 

adheres to the following. And then there's a whole big list. And 

if you don't have a license, you know, if they're not complying, 

revoke the license. And I think, you know, on the PPIC meeting, 

what was it?  In the Municipal Code 6.01 160 gives the ability 

to revoke the license and so in my mind I'm very very grateful 

that this came to pass and actually I just see  

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER JIM BURTON: that I went red so. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.  

PUBLIC COMMENTER JIM BURTON: Sorry my screen's a 

little small here and I wish I was in town and --. 

MAYOR LESSER: Appreciate your comments. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTER JIM BURTON: Anyway, those are my 

thoughts. I'm grateful for this to come to pass and urge you to 

introduce your ordinance and let's get this resolved. Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you very much. Any other proposed 

speakers on Zoom? 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No additional requests 

on Zoom. 

MAYOR LESSER: All right. In which case, any other 

comments in chambers? Seeing none, close public comments. I'd 

like to just try and get some answers to some of the questions 

that were raised, if we could. And then I see Councilmember 

Howorth would like to speak and has a motion. And that is, can 

you address the question about mobile food trucks? You answered 

a question earlier about the applicability of this ordinance to 

mobile food trucks in residential neighborhoods for construction 

sites. But can you reiterate exactly how the proposed ordinance 

would apply? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: So, for the proposed 

ordinance for construction, related mobile food vendors, they'd 

be allowed to still service the construction site wherever 

they're allowed to park or wherever they're allowed to stop. 

Like on, say for instance, on Ocean Drive, you're not allowed to 

park on one side of the street, but you can stop on one side. 
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MAYOR LESSER: Does this allow, then, an additional 

regulatory tool to the question about is this preclusive to some 

of these trucks? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: It's not. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Also, there was a question about 

samples at events which had previously been discussed earlier. 

Can you repeat again how this ordinance would apply to samples 

being offered? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Sure. We did think about 

this, especially with regard to the farmer's market. The 

farmer's market has several food vendors that have food trucks. 

And so written into the code language is that food vendors or 

vendors would be not allowed within 500 feet of a permitted. 

farmer's market or special event, except as authorized by the 

city. And so, as part of the farmer's market authorization or 

permit, you are allowed to have mobile food vendors related to 

that event. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. And then finally, there was a 

question about business licenses and the revocation of those 

business licenses. I'm sorry. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: So, and more specifically, 

if we have a special event, say, for instance, the fireworks 

show and they're on the street, we close off the street, that 

becomes the special event zone. So those food vendors that are 
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within the special event zone that are part of the special event 

are not subject to this permit. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Just like sponsors that like 

six minutes are part of the footprint of the event, they're 

allowed. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you for that added clarification. 

Perhaps maybe for the city attorney if we could, with regard to 

a business license and repeated violations of a business, is 

that a separate right and a separate quasi-judicial or judicial 

process that would need to be pursued? 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, and Actually, special 

counsel has been looking at our business license ordinance 

because there's a process for revocation that's really, let me 

say, outdated, where it has to go up to the city council. And in 

my experience, that's the type of thing that should be done by 

staff and then by an independent hearing officer, not have to go 

to the city council. So, business license is separate. The 

revocation process is a lot more complex, but I think staff will 

be coming back with a new ordinance on that in the next few 

months. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: And at the same time, the 

business license still could be revoked even with a business 

permit. So, the business permit is built so that that would take 
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place first or that we have greater tools to address this before 

we have to get to a revocation of a business license. 

MAYOR LESSER: Helpful. Councilmember Howorth, thank 

you. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, thank you. Just a quick 

comment before I make a motion to accept. I think this is a 

really terrifically written permit or policy. I know it involved 

your office, it involved finance, it involved police, it 

involved so many different parts of our city, and we approached 

it, and legal. Oh, my God, legal. Sorry. Sorry, Quinn, because I 

know you guys worked so hard because there's so many 

considerations that we don't understand or think about at first. 

And I think this is, you know, there's a saying, let no good 

crisis go wasted. I'm not sure this was a crisis, but it was an 

opportunity, right, to say, oh, we don't have a good policy 

about this, right? And it could affect other, you know, business 

license policies that we have. So, I think and as somebody 

mentioned, all of y'all in this room I know are seasoned 

veterans of this body and this institution, but wow, from the 

middle of July until now to get this, that's pretty great. So, 

kudos, kudos, kudos. I'll be making a motion to support, but I 

also want to clarify that I really want to see such great 

messaging about how and I want to see some really, I want to see 

proof that there's coordination between police and code 
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enforcement, right? Because that's going to be a piece. And I 

believe that. You guys can figure that out, but I want to see 

that. So, my motion will be to introduce the ordinance to amend 

Section 3.68 of the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code related to 

mobile vending businesses. That's my motion. 

MAYOR LESSER: I see that has been seconded by 

Councilmember Tarnay, but there are other councilmembers that 

would like to make comments. Subject to the maker of the motion, 

I'll go ahead and recognize Councilmember Charelian. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, and I'm just going 

to take a moment. I'll just repeat what I said earlier and 

probably repeat some of the things that Councilmember Howorth 

said, that the complexity of this ordinance, the expediency of 

this ordinance, you heard council and you heard the public and 

you got this executed. This, to me, will always be an example of 

how to get from point A to point B and to execute that. So, 

thank you for that. The only bum part for me was that I didn't 

hit the motion part first.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I'm very bad.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: So, I need to get earlier on 

that, but that's on me. but I fully will support this. Thank 

you, Mayor. 

MAYOR LESSER: Mayor Pro Tem Franklin. 
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, thank you. Erik, I'm 

sorry, just one more question. I was just thinking about 

instances in the last couple of years that proved to be 

challenging and just see how the new permitting process. So, we 

had a bike rental company come down and take up two parking 

spaces right there at the Pier Plaza. And I remember at the 

time, it was kind of frustrating because we didn't quite have, 

you know, an adequate ordinance about that. Yeah. Would that 

apply to non-food items? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Yes, it would. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: It applies to rentals of 

bicycles as well. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. Things like flowers, if 

somebody sets up a, now even if it fits within the one parking 

spot, so, it's a van as opposed to a truck, and they're selling 

flowers, would that apply as well? 

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: So, they still have to 

apply and obtain a mobile vending business license for that as 

well. They may be able to fit within the parking space, so, they 

wouldn't be subject to that particular regulation, but they'd be 

subject to all the others. 
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, great. Thank you so 

much. I just want to echo the great work. I really appreciate 

it, and I know the residents do also.  

MAYOR LESSER: Any other council comments? 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Mayor, before the vote, I needed 

to read the title of this ordinance. Ordinance number 25-0011, 

an ordinance of the City of Manhattan Beach amending Manhattan 

Beach Municipal Code Chapter 3.68 to establish a mobile vending 

business permit process and amend mobile vending regulations in 

making a determination of exemption under the California 

Environmental Quality Act. 

MAYOR LESSER: Before calling for the vote, I simply 

want to echo the comments of my colleagues. Thank you to City 

staff. Thank you for residents. Thank you for businesses for 

highlighting the need for urgent action. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And our business community, 

too, has been a big help. 

MAYOR LESSER: And as I mentioned, our business as 

well. A call for the vote. 

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0. 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: So, both the second reading of 

the ordinance and the resolution concerning fees and application 

fees and penalties will be on the agenda for November 4th. 
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14. CONSIDERATION OF AN UPDATE FOR UNDERGROUND UTILITY 

ASSESSMENT DISTRICTS 19-12 AND 19-14 

MAYOR LESSER: Very good. We move on now to item number 

14, which is consideration of an update for underground utility 

assessment districts 19-12 and 19-14. 

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: Thank you, 

Mayor, Honorable Mayor, and Councilmembers. I'm Ted Samaan. I'm 

the Interim Public Works Director for the City. I'll be 

introducing our Acting City Engineer to give you the 

presentation. But before I do that, I'll let you know that we 

also have staff that's here to support us. Justin Murray, he's 

been our engineering technician, but he's been a project manager 

on this Undergrounding Utility Assessment project, as has Lisa 

Naslund. She's also now joined our team as a consultant to 

assist with that. But in addition to that, we also have a couple 

of members of the SCE team on Zoom, and they are available for 

any questions you may have. Diane Forte, she's the Government 

Relations Manager for Southern California Edison, and Owen Yano, 

who is the Rule 20 Project Manager, assisting the city with this 

undergrounding project. So, with that, I'll introduce Gil. That 

give you the presentation. 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: Good evening, Council. I'm Gil 

Gamboa, Acting City Engineer, and I'm here to present the 

Utility Undergrounding Assessment Districts. I'm going to 
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overview, I'm going to highlight the current progress, upcoming 

milestones, the remaining challenges, and some next steps. 

First, let's locate where the Districts 12 and 14 are. District 

12 extends from Moonstone to 45th Street and from The Strand to 

Highland Avenue. District 14 extends from Rosecrans Avenue to 

41st Street and The Strand to Highland Avenue. Together these 

neighborhood areas encompass 471 parcels of properties, 

transitioning to their underground, transitioning their 

underground utilities. By way of background, some little bit of 

history, the districts were initiated between 2005-2008. The 

project paused during the recession. It was revived back in 

2017, assessments were completed, assessments were report to 

were completed in 2018. And then in 2019, property owners 

approved the Proposition 218 vote, enabling bond financing and 

the construction effort. A little bit about the timeline. 2019, 

like I said, the Prop 218 approval and district formation 

occurred. Between 20 and 21, the right-of-way construction 

commenced and completed. So, the assessments that were voted on 

through the Prop 218 vote, that covers the cost of the 

assessments, which means all the work in the public right-of-

way. In 2021, the end of 2021, we began private conversion phase 

began and then in the private conversion phase we had a final 

deadline that was in July of 2023 and then here we are today 

2025 we're still active private conversions are continuing with 
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Edison Telecommunication coordination underway. Little bit about 

the phases of undergrounding. There's four kind of big 

categories in undergrounding. What we've completed in Districts 

12 and 14 are the right-of-way construction. And like I said, 

that's what the assessment is voted on, that's what that cost 

covers. Then the utility companies come in and cable and install 

their equipment in the vaults. And then currently we are in the 

private property conversions. So, this phase is where the 

private property owners who are connected overhead are required 

to hire a private contractor. Pull the permits and then 

underground their private properties to connect to the 

infrastructure which is paid by the assessments in the public 

right-of-way. And then they can be switched over to the 

underground undergrounding system. And then fourth, and 

obviously the main goal of the entire effort is for the pole 

removals and then replace the streetlights and obviously the 

removal of the overhead wires. Little bit of a progress 

snapshot. Like I said, there was a total of 471 properties in 

the district. To date, we have converted to underground 220, 

which represents about 47%. Released for Edison inspection, 

there's 72 propbaly represent 15%. Not released yet, there's 

109, and that represents 23%. And then the other category, which 

has some other nuances, there's some properties that the city 

could be converting, others that had no work started or phone 
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and cable issues or items that need to be installed. Little bit 

about what that means, being released for Edison inspection, 

that's the final inspection. So, when a property pulls a permit, 

hires a contractor to do the work, they need to obviously get 

inspections. One of them, they need to get a city inspection. 

And then once they pass the city inspection, that releases to 

Edison. Edison’s schedule inspection is scheduled and then that 

releases the property to be converted from the overhead system 

to the underground system on that end of it. So, one of the 

bottlenecks right now is we just trying to release the 109 

permits that we need to do for on the city side, on the city 

inspection side. One of the things we've implemented since we've 

taken over the undergrounding program here earlier this year, is 

that a property status interactive map. So, this is both for 

accountability and tracking. This is on the website, the project 

website. It's associated with the table you see here with the 

different conversion statuses. Obviously, the goal here is to 

get all those properties into the green color on that end of it. 

The red, orange, yellow ones are the ones we're pushing right 

now with staff, with field staff. On that end of it, so this is 

a helpful tool for us to track and for also to convey to the 

property owners, you know, the progress in the district. As far 

as Edison's status, out of the 471, there's approximately 268 or 

57% of Edison's work is converted. Again, there's a 72 in the 
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109, the 15, 23% of the release not released. And then the other 

category, there's the properties the city will convert, no work 

started, or other way, or is it stubbed for new construction. 

Frontier and Spectrum. Not everybody has Frontier, not everybody 

has Spectrum, there's a lot little fewer properties here, but 

there are some remaining working issues that we're, we're 

pushing towards solving and, and getting completing. Frontier 

has 26 locations; they have conduit issues preventing 

conversions right now. 16 of those are on the private property 

side, 8 of them are in the right-of-way. And, and we're also, we 

might look to our contractor Asplundh to help fix those that are 

in the right-of-way. Spectrum, about 20% of the homes are fully 

converted to underground. All their splicing and activations are 

complete, and, and then their remaining aerial drops are needed, 

are just next needed to be scheduled for conversion. As far as 

the project schedule, these timelines were, some of these 

timelines were based on past districts that I've done in the 

past. On that end of it, we're looking to try to get the private 

conversions all permitted and completed and cut over by May of 

2026. Then we can switch and start the utility line and poll 

removals, hopefully by the end of next year in 2026. The last 

phase, because wherever there's a street light poll in the 

district, we have to obviously, I mean wherever there's a street 

light in the district and the wood utility poll comes down, we 
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have to install a new street light there. So that takes about a 

six-month process from my background there. So, we're looking 

about, we're looking at 2027. There we're going to try to push 

whatever we can to get keep this moving forward and, and speed 

it up. There's many challenges in here. It's not just Edison, 

it's not just the city side, it's not just Spectrum, it's all 

very intricated there, integral here. The right-of-way issues, 

there's some work deficiencies in the right-of-way. There's four 

properties that are unable to connect conduit at the property 

line. Three properties, we have conduits stubbed out on the 

wrong side of the building. They may have their panel on this 

side, but it was stubbed out on this side for some reason. The 

ongoing remediation is we're, we're reviewing these properties, 

we're identifying them, and then we're, like I said, we're going 

to use a contractor, Asplundh, to do the work on that end of it. 

So, obviously the goal is to complete the right of work 

alongside with the private conversions to solve these issues at 

the same time the property owners are converting their private 

properties. Some other miscellaneous issues, there's a Chevron 

gas station that's on 45th there, so we just need to confirm if 

that's, is there an existing services underground. L.A. County 

Beaches and Harbors has their maintenance building down at the 

end of Rosecrans, so we're coordinating cutover for building 

service there. The county work order is pending to reroute wires 
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for their rooftop, but they're, that'll, that will follow suit 

too, so they were included in the district as well. Now to the 

city conversions, there are five properties that are rely, that 

are going to rely on the city to convert their service 

conversions. So, we're confirming with those property, 

properties that there's no work completed on those non-

responsive properties. We're notifying those homeowners of the 

city's intent to complete the service conversions and lean the 

property for that work per our Manhattan Beach Municipal Code. 

We're working with legal to execute the right of entry 

agreements, which we need to take legal steps to do this because 

it's private property. We can't just go on there and do the work 

as if it was in a public right-of-way. So legal's got to take a 

look at that. We've got to take the proper steps. Like I said, 

we are authorizing our contractor Asplundh. We're authorizing a 

change order with some revised pricing and scope. I'll speak a 

little bit more about that in a minute. And then we have to 

return to city council after the work's done on that end of it 

to do the lean approvals. So that going to take a public 

hearing. So that's going to take some time to do those, but we 

will get those done. Asplundh contract, so we did hire a 

contractor with the initial contract was under $105,300 and that 

was back approved in October of 2023. So, the current scope 

under their contract, like I discussed before, is the five 
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properties. And then the installed, installed meter pedestal, 

that's at 4200 in The Strand, it's in the public right-of-way. 

And then remove some underground obstructions at 4414 Ocean 

Drive. So, Asplundh is going to take care of our work in the 

public right-of-way that was either faulty from the original 

construction that was done there, or we're just finding out some 

other issues on that end of it. Potential additions that we're 

also going to have to deal with, like I discussed before, some 

frontier conduit issues, private conversions where no work is 

started that might become potential city conversions, and any 

other right-of-way work deficiency we're coming across. The 

other thing we're doing is we're meeting with the private 

contractors because it does take a kind of a nudging and pushing 

to get the private contractors to be responsive to their, their 

to the property owners that they signed agreements or they made 

a you know, contracts with. The majority of the work by the five 

electrical contractors in the district makes up 90% of the 

properties among these five contractors here, Bear, Carlson, 

Balboa, IV Electric, Michael B. Davis so others, other 

contractors account for about 20 properties combined we're doing 

on the field on the boots of our engineering tech and our, our 

contract on PM we're doing weekly field walks with the 

contractor to resolve issues in the field so we're literally 

hand-holding the process now to seeing if they're doing the work 
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getting the poll truck clearing permit issues, roadblocks, and 

then scheduling inspections with both City and Edison on that 

end of it so it, it's not going to happen in a snap of the 

fingers but it is it be, it will be once now that we have the 

manpower pushing this behind it. Coordinating City inspection 

releases like I said in Edison inspection so that's that we're 

dealing with the private contractors. So, the other current 

efforts we're doing is we're increasing our utility company 

coordination we meet bi-weekly with Edison now. And as needed 

with Frontier and Spectrum, the Edison median has increased on 

that end of it. I think in the last month we've gotten 20 

releases on top of the numbers that I've done today. So, we're 

increasing the rate there, and hopefully we can continue to keep 

doing that. We're overseeing the field work, like I said. We're 

doing weekly site contract or site walks. We're maintaining web-

based interactive status map for tracking and hopefully both 

accountability. We're tracking permits with our building. We're 

coordinating with our building division permit tax and 

everything to see, see how we can do there. And we're managing 

our city contractor, Asplundh, on that end of it. We're 

advocating for the property owners. We're addressing concerns. 

So, when they call, we're you know, we're being responsive, 

providing updates, facilitating conversions. And like I said, 

like Ted, our public works director and interim public works 

Page 90 of 128



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

director said earlier, we've allocated additional resources. You 

know, to get this thing, to keep this thing moving, hopefully 

get it done faster. Like I said, the last state is the pole 

removal and streetlights. So, just a little bit on this, 

obviously we want to need to look forward at this stage because 

it's going to take some time to build, you know, construct new 

streetlights, install foundations. They come in the marble light 

fashion like you see there and vast districts on your right, 

that's a photo from a completed district. The area in red shows 

the 34 concrete streetlights that we're going to have to install 

and replace in the district. And that's all just part of the, 

the part of undergrounding. And with that, that kind of 

conclude, that concludes the presentation and like Ted said we 

were, we have Edison here, representatives to answer questions. 

As much as I can I'll answer the questions on that, I'm back in 

the game with undergrounding here but under previous staff 

before. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you for that 

presentation. Councilmembers, I will jump in first. Can you go 

back to slide number six for just a moment? I have a question 

about number of a properties that are identified as requiring a 

release. I wanted to confirm, how we could expedite that 

process? I think what you indicated to this, there is a 
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limitation in manpower, staffing to be able to clear that 

properties and I'm wondering how could we expedite this process? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: One way, what we're 

seeing now because, you know, a good amount of time has passed 

where each property has to pull a permit. So, some of those 

permits have needed to be extended and or have expired so they 

need to be reinstated before any inspections can be scheduled. 

So if council we, we were able to waive those permit fees, you 

know, so they don't they don't go back on the property owner, 

they don't go back on the city but we that would help trigger us 

to release, schedule more releases of properties to Edison so we 

can, they can do their inspection release on that end of it.  

MAYOR LESSER: Info --. 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: Other --. 

MAYOR LESSER: Go ahead. 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA:  Other thing is just 

continuing those meetings with those partners, contractors, 

because the five represent 90% of the work that, that's going on 

out there, and it just takes time. They can't do them all at the 

same time. They don't have to work crew load on that end of it, 

you know what that so just pushing them, making sure that each 

week they're doing, you know, they're doing what they said they 

are going to do. 
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MAYOR LESSER: And what is the penalty if they don't? 

Just out of curiosity, what, what leverage do we have? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: That'd be, I think, code 

enforcement or legal.  

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Question? Just for clarification 

for the public, can you confirm whether the entire district has 

to be completed to energize or can portions of a district be 

energized? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: It kind of depends on how 

the how the district is laid, how the district wiring is laid 

out. That's more of a question for Edison. I'm not sure if 

they're Diane or they want to talk. Ted. 

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: I think, part of 

Mr. Gamboa's presentation indicated one of the first things is 

that they have to put in the infrastructure in the public right-

of-way, which they've done. They've completed all of that. 

They've put in the cabling and have energized everything that's 

within the public right-of-way. So, any property that is ready 

for a conversion has the ability to connect and be energized, 

from the new system that is underground. And the hopes are that 

we get all of these properties converted, so that then we can 

work with Southern California Edison and the utility companies 

to remove their overhead lines and eventually the power poles 

themselves. 
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MAYOR LESSER: I think, I speak on behalf of many of 

being grateful that staff is aligning more resources to try and 

address the frustration which you've heard from the caller but 

also from other residents. And I think council just again to ask 

the question, what more can we do as a city to try and expedite 

these outstanding districts? 

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: I can't speak to 

the history of what had transpired. I think at this particular 

moment bringing Ms. Naslund on board to help manage as well as 

Justin. We're working very closely with our building and safety 

department and their inspection services and as Mr. Gamboa 

mentioned we're working closely with the property owners, their 

contractors, we're literally going out there on a daily basis 

working with each of these contractors building and safety to 

help expedite. Our role is truly in facilitating this 

connection. For the work that was done in the public right-of-

way, we had full control of that work. When the work is being 

done on private property by private contractors, then we are 

facilitators. We're, we're unable to actually do any of the 

work. So, the team has been increased. There's definitely 

ongoing dialogue between all the members, including the 

contractors and the property owners. And that's the way that we 

think is the best way to expedite. 
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MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Councilmembers, any 

questions? Councilmember Charelian. Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you. Before I start 

sneezing. Gil, you have a quick second? Thank you for that 

presentation. And no doubt you've done some of these districts 

before. Maybe you can kind of just let everyone know what's a 

little bit different about this district versus other ones That 

would help. 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: There's a couple things. 

El Porto area is was annexed to this in the city in about late 

70s, early 80s, back then. It was before that, it was L.A. 

County Unincorporated, which meant there was a lot of 

development there. The house and everything is, was non-

conforming, so there's a lot more situations that weren't common 

to District 6 or other districts that we've done and along the 

same strand and everything on that. We're not finding the same 

circumstances. We're finding a lot of different hodgepodge 

things out there. The other thing is that there's a lot more 

overhead connection along with that. In the other districts, a 

lot of people have, have rebuilt their houses, which part of 

that process is undergrounding to the nearest pool aside from as 

a, as a city building requirement. So, there's more of a 50-50 

split of, of how many parcels are connected overhead. In the El 

Porto district, there's a lot more that are connected overhead 
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on that end of it. I'm not using that as an excuse, I'm just, 

those are just the facts of what it is there. But, and, we're 

like I said, we're going to put resources to this, try to get 

this moving, and get it done faster. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: No, absolutely you know, 

you're doing a great job, you know, trying to move it along. I 

just wanted to, you know, get the word out that it's not a 

typical layout. The topography is different because of the 

annexing of El Porto. So, thank you for answering that. 

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you for asking the 

question. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, thank you. Yes, and thank 

you, staff. This is a great recap of what's been going on. And I 

know within the El Porto area, there are different resident 

spokespeople that, you know, work very hard to get the 

information out to you all as well. So, you'd mentioned 

something about when asked what could expedite this, the, you 

said something about the permit? If a permit has been expired, 

that the city provided at no charge? Or? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: So, when a property owner 

pulls a per, they hire a contractor to do the conversion. Most 

of that happened back in 2022. They pull those, a lot of those 

permits got pulled back there in 2022, 2023. We're here a couple 

years later. Those permits have expired or they need to be 
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extended. So, there's an extension fee, there's a reinstallation 

fee if they're expired. And then along with that, they need to 

be active for us to trigger inspection, schedule inspections 

with either city staff or Edison staff on that end of it. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, are we proactive in kind 

of looking at I know everybody is busy, but are we proactive in 

spotting those permits that are about to expire and maybe do 

some outreach so that?  

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: Yes. That's what we've 

done. Another tracking spreadsheet like this to figure out how 

many are need to be reinstated, how many and what that dollar 

amount is on that end of it. But it's not an administrative 

action that we can take its staff. That would be a council-wide 

decision to waive those fees. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Right. Okay. Thank you very 

much.  

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Before opening this item to the 

public, let's just confirm that this item is a receiving file. 

It's merely an update. No direction is sought from council. Is 

that right? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: Correct. Not at this 

time. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Thank you. I'll open this item up 

for public comment from anyone who's in council chambers. 
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Please. And as you're walking down, sir, thank you for sitting 

through our meeting because you wanted to speak earlier, we 

know. Thank you, sir. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER BENEDICT O'BRIEN: Yes, City 

Councilor, my name is Benedict O'Brien. I own property in El 

Porto. I'm involved in this undergrounding, obviously. I have a 

totally different attitude than what was just presented. I am 

100% in accord with the previous Zoom that was broadcast here 

earlier. In 2020, we were assessed $30,000. We paid the money. 

This was five years ago. We're told the project would be done in 

two to three years, including removal of the poles. Now, 2025, 

60 months later, we're getting more stories. I have met the two 

engineers that were involved directly with the undergrounding. 

They were both very friendly, I assume very competent, but 

totally not up to the job. The job isn't done. The amount of 

money paid is about $15,000, $15 million, according to my rough 

estimate, which is about one-tenth the budget of Manhattan Beach 

City. And I ask who's responsible for this? And in the outside 

world, it's the boss who is responsible. And the boss hasn't 

done the job. So, what I would like to know is, when it really 

is going to get done? I've heard the stories. There are fingers 

pointing in all different directions. But the, when the project 

was presented to us, it stated that anybody who failed to do the 

work himself, the city would do the work and bill it back to the 
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person. So, there was no-to be no hang-up in this project. There 

is a hang-up. It ain't done. And it's five years later, and the 

wires are still as beautiful as ever. So, thank you. Please get 

your work done. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER MARIE COLMY: Good evening, Mayor 

Lesser and Council. My name is Marie Colmy. I live at 38th in 

Ocean, so I'm in District 14. And I just wanted to bring a 

concern to council's attention. Where I live, I've had to call 

the fire department three times in the last two to three years 

for downed lines. And my concern is the time frame and the 

maintenance and whether the maintenance that's being done on the 

current lines, is being done properly or if it's just a band-

aid. I mean, they know these things are going to be going 

underground, but it's taking a lot longer. And obviously when 

lines come down, I'm worried about why they're coming down. It 

haven't happened in the 25 years I've lived there, before now. 

And then it's a safety hazard, you know, fire hazard, safety 

hazard, and it also impacts, you know, our community resources 

because I'm calling the fire department. And they've been 

wonderful, I have to say. They're absolutely terrific, 

responsive, and helped every situation. But it's a concern that 

I have, and the longer it goes on, the more it's a concern. So, 

I would ask this really be put on a short timeline. Focused on 
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council, and get current updates, and have it, you know, require 

responsiveness from everyone. Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Are there members of the 

public in council chambers that would care to speak on this 

item? Seeing none, Martha, is anybody on Zoom? Would like to 

speak on this item? 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, Kathleen Smith. 

MAYOR LESSER: Ms. Smith, you may proceed. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER KATHLEEN SMITH: Hi. My property is on 

Gold Street, and I voted against undergrounding, and the city 

were-forced me to pay about $26,000 in 2019, promising that the 

undergrounding would be done in two years. In 2022, I was told I 

had to replace my electric service at, to the tune of about 

$10,500. And it had been replaced. The problem with it was it 

was not set up to receive electricity from below, only from 

above. And I did that. And, and I can't deduct this from my 

income from that property until it's online. And I've been told 

repeatedly by the city that I could get it online. But the 

problem that I'm told by my contractor is that, it was so badly 

done that you can't go from where it comes out of my service 

into the street where it goes down the street because the tube 

that they put in there, I guess that's the best I can explain 

it, doesn't actually connect. And now I'm hearing tonight you 

might even charge me an additional fee for re-upping thepermit 
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to do this and I'm outraged. In addition, when the city put some 

pressure on Spectrum to connect up, they couldn't connect up for 

my neighbor behind me because the same problem existed on 44th 

Street. So, they ran a line down my property to his where my 

tenants walk. And now I'm hearing it's going to be two more 

years? This is ridiculous. And the city is responsible. And the 

city needs to get up to the point of being responsible. I've 

gotten messages from the city --. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, thank you. Ms.Smith, can you 

briefly just summarize? I think we have the gist of your 

remarks, but is there anything more specifically that you'd like 

to conclude with? 

PUBLIC COMMENTER KATHLEEN SMITH: I don't know why it 

should take two more years. And I don't think anybody is really 

paying real attention to this. And you can't get anybody from 

the city to respond to you when you call. This is a serious 

problem and you need to address it. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Ms. Smith. Are there any 

other participants who'd care to any members of the public who 

care to participate by Zoom, Martha? 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK MARTHA ALVAREZ: Yes, we have 

Doug. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER DOUG: Hello, can you guys hear me? 

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, we can. Please proceed. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTER DOUG: All right, perfect. So, I'm 

over on like 42nd and Ocean Area, and I've contacted my 

contractor a few times. My work's been done. The map came out, 

and I am on the non-release side, and, which I don't understand, 

but I contacted my contractor. He told me he's working on it. I 

called the city. The city now, told me that my, I am one of the 

people that the permit is expired and needs to be extended and 

when I said okay how much what do I do they said well we're 

having a meeting on it, we're going to possibly going to waive 

it. And now, I heard today that the it's in discussion but you 

have in theory the council has to sign off on this. So, my 

question is going to be to you, do you guys know about this? 

Because it sounds like you're asking questions and I mean this 

is just going delay it even further but has been going for a 

year. So that's to you guys. And then speaking to, I believe it 

was a couple other people, I as well have the power lines in 

front of my house. I have pieces falling off it just randomly. 

People come with tape, tape it back together and move on. And 

then to, I believe it was Kathleen's point, I also have a 

spectrum line running from my lower tenant up my drive, well, up 

the road. Back through the alleyways, going to another person. 

So, Spectrum saying they're ready to go, it doesn't make sense 

to me if I have a random line literally running through my 
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backyard. So, I'm hearing what people are saying, but there's 

definitely some questionable statements in there. Thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, sir. Any further? members of 

the public. 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, Miss, we have 

Christina. 

MAYOR LESSER: You may proceed. 

PUBLIC COMMENTER CHRISTINA: Yeah. Well, thank you so 

much. I really appreciate it. I echo all the comments that 

people have been sharing, and I'm just wondering, I don't know 

if you can answer questions when we give public comment or it's 

just solely for you to listen, but, you know, what will it take 

on our end to actually create some action for this to move 

forward? Because we bought into 2020 only because we were told 

that the big, huge poll, right in front of our house is going to 

come down imminently. And it's impacting property value. There 

are safety hazards that people have mentioned. There some other 

ones that I won't go into right now. But what would it take to 

auto-approve all extensions, just, you know, at the starting 

point to expedite this process? 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Thank you. I'll ask the question 

when we're done with public comment. Thank you. 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no additional 

request for public comments. 
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MAYOR LESSER: All right. Any other comments? chamber 

if not I'll close public comment and I'd like to begin with some 

questions that I could first and foremost to the extent that 

residents have questions particularly watching this presentation 

or listening to it tonight. Who can they contact? What is a 

contact phone number or perhaps an email address for residents 

to get more information or to follow up on issues that have been 

raised this evening? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: So, the last to slide. 

MAYOR LESSER: Great. 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: Has the contact 

information, we have a specific email for undergrounding 

questions. We can call our on-call PM, Lisa Naslund, or the 

engineering line here. So, any of these numbers are in the 

website and in the email address right here at 

uuad@manhattanbeach.gov. 310-802-5368 is one number. Another 

main number for our engineering division is 310-802-5353. 

MAYOR LESSER: Great. I see other Councilmembers have 

some comments or questions, but I'd like to just quickly run 

down some of those that were raised by the public. First of all, 

there was a question about the city serving as basically a 

default contractor to do work if it had not been done by a 

property owner or their contractor. Can you explain that process 

and if that still is the plan? 
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ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: So, in our municipal 

code, if a property is non-responsive in that sense. We can, the 

city can go in through a lean process to do the work on that end 

of it. We only have five properties that have reached that 

status. They're fixed incomes. They just don't have the 

capability of coordinating the, you know, contractor and doing 

the work, so they've expressed that the city that do the work on 

their behalf. 

MAYOR LESSER: There was a concern raised by more than 

one resident about maintenance of the existing lines. Is staff 

in the best position or is our representative of Southern 

California, Edison, still on the line? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: So Southern California, 

Edison, owns the utilities, so that's an important point too. 

This isn't a city asset. The cities in a facilitation mode in 

this program, so we do not maintain this after the wires do come 

down, but the utility companies would be able to speak to that. 

MAYOR LESSER: Is our representative still on the line? 

Just to clarify what their approach is towards maintenance of 

these lines, particularly when we're hearing concerns about 

safety. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Schedule of removal, yeah.  

MAYOR LESSER: We're waiting to see if the 

representative is still on the line. 
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: She just raised her hand. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER FORTE: Okay. There you 

go. 

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, please proceed. Did you hear the, 

first of all, Diane, did you hear the questions that residents 

have raised about maintenance of the existing infrastructure? 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER FORTE: Yes, thank you, 

Mayor and members of the council. I'm Diane Forte, Government 

Relations Manager, and we have a team that's been working really 

closely with staff, and I just want to thank you for that. I 

wanted Owen Yano is our Project Manager and I would like to ask 

him to address the question about ongoing maintenance of our 

facilities. 

MAYOR LESSER: And also, who residents can contact if 

they observe issues or have concerns about maintenance. Please 

proceed. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER FORTE: Owen, can you jump 

in here? I don't know how, if you raise your hand. I think 

that's how it works. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you for the public for your 

patience as we try and migrate the online participants into our 

meeting. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER FORTE: Got it. Owen, can 

you raise your, I think I see you off mute so you may speak. 
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MAYOR LESSER: Martha, do you need any further 

identification of who the participant is? 

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No, he has co-host 

rights. It's just. I'm not sure if his mic is not working on his 

end. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER FORTE: Since he's unable 

to speak, why don't I get back to staff on that? But any 

customer that has issues can call our customer service line to 

get a travel man to come out to view the facilities. 1-800-655-

4555. And we have regularly scheduled meetings by week, weekly, 

every other week with staff to go through the status of the work 

and then also meeting with the contractors. So, it's sort of 

been a really good process since about, I would say, June. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. But Edison remains dedicated to 

maintaining the current infrastructure until it is no longer 

needed, I presume. Correct? 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER FORTE: Yes. 

MAYOR LESSER: I don't want to dominate the situation, 

but again, I'm trying to make sure that those who came down to 

speak have their questions answered. There's general frustration 

with how much time it's taken and how much more time is 

required. Is there any larger question that could be stated as 

to how staff is proceeding, starting with this meeting tonight, 
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where we're trying to give an update to the community to explain 

where we are and why we're here? 

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: I don't think 

there's much more staff could be doing. We are, like I said, 

we've got. Multiple dedicated staff that are working on this 

underground and utility assessment district and their 

collaboration and coordination with each of the utility 

companies, the contractors and the property owners, and our 

building and safety team for their inspection and review process 

of the electrical permits is really key. You've heard a little 

bit about the waivers of the fees for the permit updates or 

renewals. That is something that, again, if directed by the 

council, that's something we can bring back to you for 

consideration. As you mentioned, for tonight, we're primarily 

giving you a status and an update. But I think in terms of the 

level of collaboration that is occurring, it's very significant 

at this point. I don't think we can do much more other than 

really encourage the contractors to work a little bit more 

aggressively with our building and safety folks and get the work 

done out in the field in order to get this approved. 

MAYOR LESSER: And I'm sorry, for the City Attorney, is 

this something we can ask for direction on tonight, or because 

this is an update, action is not appropriate? 
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CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: You can certainly ask the staff 

to explore the waiver of these --. 

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: Permit fee. 

MAYOR LESSER: Permit fees for that extensions. 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Permit fees updates. Yes. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. And then finally, what will it 

take to expedite? That's sort of a theme you're hearing, and 

perhaps that would be part of what would be a future matter. I 

want to recognize my council colleagues, starting with 

Councilmember Howorth. Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes, thanks. I would like to 

propose that we do grant an extension or a waiver for those 

extensions of the permits. 

MAYOR LESSER: With appropriate action, given the title 

of this matter tonight, which is just an update, we can come 

back with that item? 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, and this would not have to 

be a three-step process because it. It's not going to take a lot 

of time to recruit this. So, this could be done at the next 

meeting. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay, so I'd like that to 

happen, but I'd also like to ask that if between now and then, 

that we're not, you know, hammering on people to pay that fee, 
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right? So, like that we stop for the next two weeks until that 

comes before us. So, you know, if we're --. 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: Yeah, to this point, we 

haven't been asking them to pay. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. So, let's bring that 

forward. I wasn't quite satisfied with the answer. I believe, 

Mayor, you were asking, I think it was Marie who said, listen, 

you know, the current wires that are there now, you know, 

they're in such bad shape. I mean, they've fallen down, I think 

she said, two or three times in the last couple of years. So, I 

don't think I'm satisfied, Diane, with online from Edison. Just 

call customer service. I mean, could we, is there an assessment? 

Let me ask it this way, is Edison perhaps not coming out and 

doing regular maintenance because they know these are going to 

be removed? Because I feel like we should identify these 

properties where it's really dangerous and do something to make 

our residents safer in that regard. And I'm not necessarily 

blaming Edison on that. I mean, the project has been delayed for 

a number of reasons. I think our staff. Has identified, I don't 

think, and I want to say with all due respect, Mr. O'Brien, 

because your situation is so frustrating, everyone is so 

frustrated. I feel like tonight there was accountability. There 

was, you know, people were saying, here's what we did, here's 

what they did, but we did say what we did, right? And I 
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appreciate that, but I want to know if there's anything we can 

do rather than just call 1-800 to say, hey, there's some 

stretches where the wires are really in bad shape and really 

dangerous and we want to make sure that that's not a right now 

issue. Does that make sense? 

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: It does. I mean 

we can do our part as Mr. Gamboa mentioned. We're having bi-

weekly meetings with Southern California Edison. They've heard 

you tonight. I know Diane did a response. We'll get a better 

number that the residents can be calling on but obviously we'll 

take that message forward to them as well. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I appreciate that and I don't 

know if, just one last question, Mr. City Attorney. Do I need to 

make a motion for that, or I can give direction and get another 

person?  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, through the mayor, you can 

give that direction right now.  

MAYOR LESSER: So, moved. 

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER FORTE: So, I think Owen 

is on mute and can speak to that, but we do have ongoing 

maintenance. Owen, can you speak to how the plan is to maintain? 

Is this still not working? 
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MAYOR LESSER: No. So, we'll have to have his remarks 

at a later meeting, but thank you, Diane, for chiming in. 

Councilmember Tarnay. 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yes, thank you. I just wanted to 

thank all of you for all the hard work that you're putting in. I 

know that you're working hard to expedite it, and a special 

thanks to our Interim Public Works Director for jumping on this 

live wire, because I know it's a lot of work. Sorry. Okay, 

sorry, that's it.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: That's a terrible comment.  

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: I just have a couple of 

questions. I know that we have 72 properties that have been 

released for inspection by Edison. Approximately how long will 

that take? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: That should open up 

within the next couple of months to get those cleared by Edison, 

and they can convert them to the underground on that end of it.  

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay. And then with respect to 

the 109 that haven't been released, are those primarily due to 

the expiration of the permit and so they're not going through 

the process or what? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: A lot of them are, a lot 

of them are some you know are, are not passing the not passing 

the inspection so there's kind of a do the fix whatever that 
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wasn't right with the first inspection on that end of it so 

we're kind of flushing out different things with those on that 

but like I said we did 20 we took 20 of those now and those are 

now in inspection releases with Edison. So as long as we keep 

pushing on our end, keep meeting with the contractors for the 

property owners, and then keep pushing Edison for getting their 

inspection scheduled, we can continue that progress. 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay, thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Councilmember. Mayor Pro Tem 

Franklin. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, thank you. So, we have 

Bayer Electric, Carlson & Sons, Balboa Electric, Ivy Electric, 

or four. And then Michael B. Davis. I mean, this is Southern 

California. There's electrical contractors all over the place. I 

mean, can we do like a Manhattan Project and get more people on 

this job? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: Those contractors are 

already hired by the prospective homeowners on that end of it. 

Maybe in some cases they bid off more than they could chew, and 

that's part of the problem too is they're only able to complete 

what they can. You know, if they have 100 properties to do and, 

you know a few workers on each of their crews. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: But can we get more names? Can 

we get more people in there to? That are qualified to do this. I 
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mean, even if it's without, you know, outside of the beach area, 

we can just keep expanding that circle until we get people that 

come. They can, I mean, let's offer to put them up someplace. I 

mean --. 

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: Mayor Pro Tem, 

if I may. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: We just owe these people 

speed. 

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: As Mr. Gamboa 

mentioned, with these properties actually contracted, there's 

five properties that the city is going to take the lead on 

contracting. The remainder of the properties have a contract 

with someone. They're private contracts between the property 

owner and the contractor. The city is not in the middle of that 

contract. The city is not the contracting agency with those 

vendors. And therefore, it is something that the private 

property owners would need to either change their contractor or 

do whatever they need. If they need assistance from us and 

they're ordered to identify other potential contractors, by all 

means, we can never be a system. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: That's what I'm talking about. 

Just get them a list and just say, hey, you are number 47 on the 

list over here. You could be number one on the list over here. 

And, you know, it's speed that we need, okay? And I'm sure that 
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contractor is talking to the property owner and saying, yeah, 

it's going to be done, it's going to be done. And, you know, I'm 

not blaming them. Things happen and they get other work and the 

like but we just need to get more qualified people that that 

that our residents can draw from and start using to cut through  

we need to do it too on whatever we're responsible for I'm in 

favor of the well we already voted for it right for the fees. 

MAYOR LESSER: Just to your direction okay without any 

more council comments I simply would share what you've heard 

from residents and what you've heard from council is we want to 

bring a greater sense of urgency to moving this project forward 

and we are grateful to our current staff interim, acting, who 

are seeking to move this project forward and know that there are 

these deadlines that were represented to our residents and for 

residents who paid into this project who are understandably 

frustrated. We are looking to move this project forward and are 

grateful. I see Councilmember Tarnay has a comment. 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yes, thank you. I just wanted to 

share, since taking my position on city council, I just wanted 

to share the perspective that I've been seeing behind the 

scenes. So, in my first briefing on this issue, I know the 

project was completely stalled out, and we were working with 

staff to get things back in line, and we've had some staffing 

changes, and so I understand the frustration. I live on the 
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north side of town near where all of you are. And we've been 

waiting to see your district go through so that hopefully we can 

get our district established. I know right now we're not really 

pushing for it, but what I am saying is in the nine, ten months 

that I have been on council, I've seen tremendous change. I've 

seen the mapping where we're actually identifying the problem 

areas, and that's really helpful for somebody who comes in and 

sees, okay, these people have done it, the city has done it 

here. So, we can identify where the issues are, and I think 

that's a huge step in getting this resolved. And I know that we 

will be pushing staff to do whatever they can to move this along 

as quickly as possible. So, thank you for showing up and for 

sharing your comments and concerns with us. 

MAYOR LESSER: And for members of the public that may 

have just heard what Councilmember Tarnay mentioned, where can 

members of the public find that map that shows where there's 

connections and where there's not? 

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: So, it's back on the 

project web page. Let me get back, right, the easiest way is 

probably to do a search. Search under UAAD Manhattan Beach. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, thank you. We're winding this item 

up. Thank you for displaying that. I see Mayor Pro Tem Franklin. 

You wanted to make a comment or make a motion? 
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, make a motion to receive 

and file a report. For Utility Assessment District 1912 and 

1914. 

MAYOR LESSER: With the direction given previously. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: And the previous direction to 

staff. 

MAYOR LESSER: Do we need a vote on that item, City 

Attorney? 

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: I'd receive and file it's not 

necessary. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Thank you. Okay, council, can we 

push through or do we need to take a break?  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: No. Oh, well, I can go. 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: I don't want to see this. 

L. CITY COUNCIL REQUESTS AND REPORTS INCLUDING AB 1234 REPORTS 

15. CITY COUNCIL AB 1234 REPORTS 

MAYOR LESSER: Let's push through. All right. We now 

move on to item number L, city council requests and reports 

including AB 1234 reports. We'll start with item 15, City 

Council AB 1234 reports. Councilmember Howorth. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes, I wanted to report that 

since our last council meeting, I attended the Cal Cities 

conference down in Long Beach and found, I, the day, I attended 

like a day and a half and it was, it was interesting. I, there 
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were some definitely things I learned but I think I'm going to 

be more strategic in the future for how what I what I spend our 

money on in a way so. 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, Mayor Pro Tem Franklin. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, I went to several 

interesting presentations at the same conference. One was about 

parking planning, and an interesting statistic is that less than 

5% of people get parking tickets, which I know when you get one 

it doesn't seem that way. But to also kind of change the 

perspective as far as city planning is that. Don't think of it 

as a car, think of it as a wallet, that that wallet needs to 

have a place to park, it needs to have cars get out, you know, 

move around, that kind of thing. So that was a very interesting 

perspective. And then one that was a good presentation but 

disappointing is the results of Proposition 36, where the, Prop 

36, which was passed by an overwhelming majority in the state to 

reduce the amount of money that qualifies as a crime. And the 

whole idea is diversion. They're trying to get them to 

diversion. But less than 15% of the accused individuals accused 

have caught stealing. And the like, less than 15% are requesting 

the services, in other words, to go into diversion to get 

better. And then the even sadder part is only half of them get 

them. 50% of them get that service because we're not equipped. 

And I sense that the people who were not supporting Prop 36 are 
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choking off these services because they're also closing jails. 

We have the same situation here in L.A. County. If there's, it's 

going to leave a shortage of 4,000 inmates that the county, LA 

County Jail can accommodate because they're going to be closing 

them down. And that's what the County Board of Supervisors is 

voting. Pay attention to it. Contact your supervisor and tell 

them, you know, don't shut these, don't shut these jails down. 

So, thank you. 

MAYOR LESSER: From my AB 1234 report, I should say I 

also attended the California League of Cities annual meeting. 

This was in Long Beach, down the road. This year, I found 

interesting topics that relate to issues we've gone through 

recently as a community. So, for example, the community, sorry, 

the presentation on coordinating emergency response, who does 

what and how to prepare, is timely given recent events in our 

city and helped set up a framework for issues I'm now working 

through the city manager with the Fire Chief, proactive and 

eager to go and better understanding roles, responsibilities, 

and frankly best practices and what we can do better. There also 

was a session, which I should share with my colleagues, on are 

council meetings getting harder? Here's how to make them 

smoother. So just some reminders of best practices. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: You've done a great job, too. 
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MAYOR LESSER: I also, as an attorney, went to some of 

the City Attorney sessions and one in particular was interesting 

in terms of the financing of these large multi-tenant 

residential projects. How are they getting financed? How are 

other cities? And I have to report, it's a large percentage of 

cities in our state that want these sorts of projects. How are 

they seeking to accelerate and finance these projects? I think 

that's helpful for a city like ours, which are supportive of 

building new housing, but are concerned with the whole 

infrastructure that is being mandated by the state without 

council discretion. So that is my report. Councilmember Tarnay. 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you. I, too, went to the 

League of California Cities conference, and my focus was on 

learning as much as I can because I am fairly new to this role. 

And so, I went to learn more about just the emergency 

preparations and best practices. I thought some of that 

information was helpful. And then I also wanted to learn more 

about technology and how it could help city processes. I thought 

that those topics were interesting. And then also it was an 

opportunity to network and meet colleagues from other cities and 

learn about the projects. They're working on the challenges 

they're facing so that we can help use some of their lessons 

learned in our city. So, I thought it was very helpful, but I am 
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also learning to be a little bit more selective about what rooms 

I go to. 

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian. 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you. I have no AB 1234 

report. I just didn't want to be left out. 

16. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN AND  

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY TO DISCUSS OFFERING BUILDING PERMIT 

DISCOUNTS TO QUALIFIED OLDER ADULTS FOR AGING IN PLACE PROJECTS 

MAYOR LESSER: Perfect. Thank you for that. All right, 

Item Number 16, consideration of request by Mayor Pro Tem 

Franklin and Councilmember Tarnay to discuss offering building 

permit discounts to qualified older adults for aging in place 

projects. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I'll be a third. 

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Thank you. 

17. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN AND 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN TO DISCUSS ITEMS RELATED TO THE 28TH 

STREET STORMWATER INFILTRATION PROJECT INCLUDING THE 

FINALIZATION OF FINANCES, THE COMPLETION OF A PARKING AND 

TRAFFIC STUDY, AND ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

MAYOR LESSER: And all we are looking for is a third 

vote on that. Item Number 17 is consideration of a request by 

Mayor Pro Tem Franklin and Councilmember Charelian to discuss 

items related to the 28th Street stormwater infiltration project 

Page 121 of 128



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

including the finalization of finances, the completion of a 

parking and traffic study, and additional community outreach. 

So, we're just looking. A third vote on that? Okay, in the 

absence of a third vote, just to clarify to the city manager, 

this item will be coming back on its own merits, correct? Thank 

you.  

18. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN AND 

MAYOR LESSER TO DISCUSS THE EXPLORATION OF EMERGENCY 

COMMUNICATION OPTIONS FOR THE COMMUNITY 

MAYOR LESSER: Item number 18 is consideration of a 

request by Councilmember Charelian and Mayor Lesser to discuss 

the exploration of emergency communication options for the 

community. 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: I'll third that. 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I have a question about it, 

though.  

MAYOR LESSER: Please.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I won't say whether I support 

it or not because there's a third vote. But I would like, I 

assume. Since you are part of it, Mr. Mayor, and actually we all 

have one-on-one meetings, I'm trying to say I hope we can be 

somewhat specific and narrow the focus because there is a world 

of options for emergency communications. So, I trust you guys to 
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do that. But you know what I mean? Like if you just say, what 

are the options? Well, then it's a 7,000-page report. You know 

what I'm saying? 

MAYOR LESSER: I don't want to speak for Councilmember 

Charelian, but I will say he is the alternate delegate to the 

South Bay Regional Communications Authority, along with me. and 

we are being exposed to different communications platforms in 

that role. And my understanding is that that's part of the 

purpose of this measure is to explain what communications tools 

we currently have and what more we might want to have.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: What we currently have.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Correct. And it's not going 

to be a thousand-page report.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: You know what I'm saying.  

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I do. And it will be 

succinct, and we'll get some items, menu items from staff to 

research what we can do and what we can do better. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Great. Love it. 

MAYOR LESSER: All right. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I have one to add. 

M. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

MAYOR LESSER: So now we move on to M, future agenda 

items. Councilmember Howorth. 
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, one of our residents 

brought up the mansionization, or I don't know what you would 

call them, are they? You would know since you're on the 

mansionization committee many, many years ago. And I have 

noticed when I walk around, you do, you see all these like 

three-story boxes with these, you know, porches or balconies, 

decks. Off of all the floors. Which that gives them the right 

scope to go three stories. And I just wanted to potentially 

review all of that. I understand it's a big deal. I think it's a 

big deal, so I'm not saying come back in three meetings, but I'd 

be open to reviewing how we go about deciding that stuff. 

MAYOR LESSER: Are you open with the time frame of 

doing so, because if so, then I will be your second. But I just 

want to make sure.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: What do you mean by it?  

MAYOR LESSER: I want to make sure staff has, 

particularly community development, has an awful lot of higher 

priority items on there. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: 100%, it’s a --. 

MAYOR LESSER: I'm happy to second.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: That's why I was trying to say 

I don't need it to come back in three meetings. But I wanted to 

begin the process of looking at those to see do they still work. 

And yes, time is fine. 
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I'm concerned along with the 

mayor. I mean, the City Manager, is it something that? 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: It's possible. With their 

capacity. Is that what you're asking? 

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: It’s a big undertake. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: It's a significant effort. 

Because we'd have to go back and understand what rules were 

changed back then through that effort to begin with. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay. I appreciate that. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: And then there's an 

assessment of. Well, the harder part is an assessment of what 

examples we can bring forward of projects that kind of fit into 

the mold of those code regulations. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay, why don't I say it this 

way? I appreciate that all very, very much. Why don't I say that 

perhaps in February during the work plan, we can discuss it 

then, and then we can get more input onto what the capacity is 

and what we mean by it, et cetera. So, I want to thank my 

colleagues. 

MAYOR LESSER: I second that. All right. Are there 

other future agenda items? Councilmember Tarnay. 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Yes. I would like for us to 

consider working with the South Bay Council of the City 

Governments to explore public transportation coordination with 
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our fellow beach cities, El Segundo, Hermosa Beach, and Redondo 

Beach. 

MAYOR LESSER: Second. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I'll second.  

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Oops, sorry. 

MAYOR LESSER: That's okay. I'm happy to defer.  

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: No, no, I'll let you. You're 

the mayor. 

MAYOR LESSER: I'll second that. My understanding, just 

to clarify with the City Manager, is the issue of the Beach City 

Transit Line 109 is already going to come back in conjunction 

with preparation for the World Cup and Olympics. 

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: That's correct. 

MAYOR LESSER: So, I defer to the maker of the motion 

whether it should be encapsulated or it should be a separate 

item. 

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: I'd like for it to be a separate 

item. 

MAYOR LESSER: And I will support that. Any other 

future agenda items, colleagues? Okay. If not, is there a City 

Manager report? 

N. CITY MANAGER REPORT 
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CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Not tonight. I made my 

report under community announcements, so we had more viewers 

listening to it. 

O. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Is there a City Attorney 

report?  

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: No report tonight.  

P. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS 

19. AGENDA FORECAST 

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Informational items are on the 

agenda, actually within the agenda forecast.  

Q. CLOSED SESSION 

MAYOR LESSER: There's no closed session. Before we 

adjourn, we're going to take a moment. And remember, and let me 

get my notes out please. Okay. Why don't we all rise and just 

take a moment in memory of Ryan James, who was referenced 

earlier in the meeting, who we lost all too soon.  

R. ADJOURNMENT 

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We'll be adjourning this 

meeting in his memory, and this meeting is adjourned to a closed 

session on Monday, November 3rd, 2025 at 4:30 in the City 

Council Chambers. We stand adjourned. 
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