
Martha Alvarez, MMC

From: jtolkin@tolkingroup.com
Sent: Monday, October 20, 2025 10:02 PM
To: List - City Council; Talyn Mirzakhanian
Cc: Kelly Stroman; Glenn Loucks
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Agenda Item 13 - Mobile Vending Businesses

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you trust the sender and know the 
content is safe. 

Dear City Council and Staff 

As I am not able to attend the City Council hearing on this item, I urge the Council to adopt an ordinance 
that accomplishes the following: 

• Prohibits Mobile Vendors from parking in public parking spaces (on-street or in parking lots) in the
Downtown Business District, North End or any other business district.

o Public Parking (which is in limited supply) should be reserved for visitors and customers,
not for operating a business (especially ones that compete with and block the visibilty of
our businesses)

• Where properly permitted, Mobile Vendors should be required to:
o Show that code required parking for the mobile vendor's use is being provided or available.
o Comply with signage requirements similar to other businesses, (see below photo where

the vendor is essentially a mobile billboard blocking visibility to the business it parks in
front of, and negatively impacting the streetscape.

o Comply with trash requirements  (where are they and their customers disposing of
trash/recycling etc?)

o Operate on a level playing field with other businesses, both in their compliance with
requirements with regard to the cost of doing business in Manhattan Beach (similar
business licenses fees and rent to use space)

o The Mobile Vendor license be conditional so that it can easily be revoked if:
 the Mobile Vendors' operations (individual or as a collection of vendors) have a

negative impact on or are a nuisance to businesses or residents.
 the Mobile Vendor violates parking regulations (in addition to towing and issuing

citations that increase with each violation)
 Note: The existing code section 3.68.030 - regulating Mobile food vendors, says "A

mobile food vendor may locate its vehicle in the public right-of-way as long as the
mobile food vendor adheres to the following standards and conditions:  A.The
vending vehicle is in full compliance with all parking and Vehicle Code provisions
which apply to the location at which it is parked.”  The Vendor in the photo below
continues to operate in violation of the parking and vehicle code provisions, why is it
that their permit has not been revoked?

While there may be a time and place to allow mobile vendors in our City, regulations are needed that give 
the City the ability to revoke their licenses to control potential negative impacts and  preserve the 
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character of our community.   The risk of negative impacts increases as multiple vendors operate along 
side one another.   
  
Your consideration is appreciated.   
 
 
Thank you 
 
 

Jonathan Tolkin 
Manhattan Beach Resident and Metlox, LLC, Managing Member 
Cell: 626-833-0450 
  
  
  
  

 



 
  
  
The following questions / comments on the specific sections of the proposed ORDINANCE NO. 25-0011: 
   
3.68.090 Operating Requirements 
A.  "No mobile vending business shall vend in the following locations:”   Please add limitation on 
Downtown (or El Porto) Business Districts (“BDs:), or designated areas; and public parking spaces, street 
or lots.   
#1 why not permit in private "parking lots” outside of BDs?  In designated areas 
#2. "Within one hundred fifty feet (150’) of a corner to any uncontrolled crosswalk or street intersection, 
or within fifty feet (50’) of a corner to any stopped or signalized intersection;" Not sure  what this means? 
D. "The mobile vending vehicle shall not occupy more than one marked parking space. The entire mobile 
vending vehicle must be located completely within a single marked parking space”.  Probably should be 
for “public parking spaces”, more importantly, violation of such should be immediate towing and 
citations that increase with each violation, and provide for revocation of license.  



K. "Mobile food vendors shall only operate within 200 feet travel distance of an approved and readily 
available toilet and handwashing facility ….”  This sounds good, how would a vendor like Yeastie comply? 
Unless it’s on private property where the property has an open to the public restroom?  
3.68.100 Violations. - Mentions citations and fines,  does not mention revoking license, towing vehicles, 
issuing citations that increase with each violation  
 


