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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH
CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, OCTOBER 07, 2025

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you and welcome to the community
that are present tonight. I'd like to call to order our Tuesday,
October 7th, 2025, six o'clock, City Council Regular Meeting.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Mayor?

IIT. RECONVENE INTO OPEN SESSION

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, we have to first complete some
business from our earlier closed session from 4:30. Thank you,
Mr. City Attorney. Mr. City Attorney, 1is there an announcement
from the earlier closed session?

IV. CLOSED SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT IN OPEN SESSION

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes, there is, Mayor. As
previously announced, the City Council went into closed session
to discuss three separate matters identified on the agenda. The
City Council gave direction on all three matters, and with
respect to one of the cases under B, the direction was given on
a 4 to 1 vote, with Councilmember Charelian voting no.

G. ADJOURNMENT
A. CALL MEETING TO ORDER
MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Thank you, Mr. City Attorney. And

now we can proceed with our Tuesday, October 7th, 2025, six
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o'clock, City Council regular meeting. Call the meeting to order
and we will begin with a pledge to the flag. All rise. Hand on
your heart and begin.

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG

GROUP: I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United
States of America, and to the Republic for which it stands, one
Nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. There is no ceremonial
calendar item tonight. Is there an approval of the agenda and
waiver of full reading of ordinances?

C. ROLL CALL

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mr. Mayor, can I do a roll call?

MAYOR LESSER: Skipping ahead tonight, I apologize to
the public trying to move quickly. So, let's do a roll call.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Thank you. Councilmember Tarnay?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Charelian?

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Councilmember Howorth?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Pro Tem Franklin?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Here.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Mayor Lesser?
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D. CEREMONIAL CALENDAR

MAYOR LESSER: Here. Now, we'll move on to ceremonial
calendars. There are none.
E. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND WAIVER OF FULL READING OF ORDINANCES

MAYOR LESSER: And on to the approval of the agenda and
waiver of full reading of ordinance, and this would be an
opportunity for any councilmember to pull an item, or indicate
that they're going to be pulling an item from the consent
calendar.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes.

MAYOR LESSER: I see Councilmember Franklin, you've
made a motion, and that would --.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: I'd like to also pull an item,
please.

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, please.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Item number three, please.

MAYOR LESSER: Any other items to be pulled?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: I'll just double check. I have
a comment for one, but I'll wait to do it. Oh, and number five.

MAYOR LESSER: Pull number five and number three, is
that correct?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, yep.

MAYOR LESSER: So, the motion is to approve the agenda,

and move items three and five to items removed from the consent
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calendar, 1is that correct? Is that correct? And I see that's
been seconded by Councilmember Howorth. Call for the vote,
please.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes. 5-0. Sorry.
F. CITY COUNCIL AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION ANNOUNCEMENTS OF
UPCOMING EVENTS

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We'll now move on to city
council and community organization announcements of one minute
per person. Please.

RECREATION SUPERVISOR IBARRA: Alright. Excuse me.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Woah, oh no.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Here we go.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Oh, no.

RECREATION SUPERVISOR IBARRA: Let me get ready.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: The new councilmember.

RECREATION SUPERVISOR IBARRA: I'd like to invite you
to our world-famous pumpkin races on October the 19th. Every
year I come out, this is what y'all are playing for, and if we
have cheaters, well, they get the mallet of justice. There's no
pink copy. It's just wood stain.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I can take care of that.

RECREATION SUPERVISOR IBARRA: We can make that work,
right? All in good fun. October 19th. I am the Recreation

Supervisor. My name is David Ibarra. I am the head referee on
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that day and invite you and the community to come out and have a
great time. Our festival opens at 12 o'clock. The races start at
two before our VIP races. So, we hope that you all come out and
participate. This is a collaborated effort with all of our
downtown business friends, our internal departments, public
works, finance, our waste management team. If you don't know
what a pumpkin race is, you can go on our website or you can
look at the travel channel because we are featured on their show
as well. Last year, our big winner, I believe, was our fire
department. So, they might be going for two peats, just saying.
All right. So pumpkin race, watch out. Here we come. And then
after we get a nice one day off, we go to our following event,
which is our 38th annual, excuse me, 37th annual Halloween
Carnival put on by the Rec and the Teen Center Program at
Manhattan Heights Park. So, this event is wallet friendly. A lot
of these activities are made by the youth and the recreation
leaders, and it's become a great holiday tradition. So, we have
a costume contest. Susie Cakes in Manhattan Beach is going to be
donating, and they are now adopting it as the Susie Cupcake
Walk. So, it's like musical chairs, but you'll win a cupcake.
So, a lot of great partnerships here. It's a lot of family fun,
and we hope that you all come out and celebrate and wear a
costume.

MAYOR LESSER: Great.
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RECREATION SUPERVISOR IBARRA: Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Really, I can make that pink.

MAYOR LESSER: Are there any other community
organization announcements? Yes.

LIBRARY MANAGER SARGENT: Hello. Always love
representing the library. I'm Cassandra Sargent. I'm just going
to highlight a couple quick programs for you guys. One of them
is going to be Saturday, October 18th at 2 p.m. It's a
Vietnamese street food with Chef Vivian Fung. And then as part
of our speaker series for fall, it is Nick Stone, who is a young
adult author, and she'll be joining us in a chat with our county
librarian, and that is Saturday, October 25th at 2 p.m. I'd also
quickly like to thank Mayor Pro Tem Franklin for showing up to
our Why Dolphin Surf program. Ended up with almost 90 people
there. It was a really great time, so thank you.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Can they get the link to that
movie?

LIBRARY MANAGER SARGENT: I think they're going to have
to do some editing, but yeah, I'll follow up with the link.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, great. It was really
amazing. Thank you.

MIA THIAGARAJAN: Hi, everyone. Good evening. My name

is Mia Thiagarajan, and I'm from the Office of Congressman Ted
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Lieu. I wanted to introduce myself as I started the role in late
May, and I've had the privilege to meet some of you but not all
of you, so I just wanted to be able to offer our assistance and
make myself known. I also wanted to give a quick update about
the federal government shutdown. While most agencies will not be
operating, our office will still be in operations, normal
business hours conducting constituent casework, so please feel
free to reach out to us. However, responses from agencies may be
limited. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Welcome.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: All
right. Good evening, honorable mayor, members of the city
council. My name is Britny Coker-Moen. I'm your Environmental
Programs Administrator, and I am excited to announce tonight
that this year the City of Manhattan Beach has recently been
recertified as a Blue City by the Blue City Network, which is a
program of the nonprofit organization Project O. In 2020, we
were actually the very first certified Blue City, and this
program recognizes cities and counties for their leadership and
sustainability and their dedication to protecting the marine
environment and waterways. Some examples of the accomplishments
over the past five years that our city is being recognized for

include the adoption of the Climate Action and Adaptation Plan,
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strengthening the city's pioneering plastics ordinance by
expanding restrictions on straws, utensils, meat trays, and
balloons, supporting clean energy and low emission
transportation by operating 28 EV charging stations across 10
sites with four more that are planned for Marine Avenue Park,
and advancing our stormwater project, such as the 28th Street
Stormwater Infiltration Project, to keep runoff and trash out of
South Santa Monica Bay, including an underground capture system
and debris filtering devices. I'm just excited to announce that
recertification with you. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you, Britny.

RECYCLING EDUCATION REPRESENTATIVE BELL: Honorable
Mayor, Mayor Pro Tem, City Councilmembers, City Officials, Ted,
Jeff, Britny, Coach Bobby, your educating and outreach for
recycling and organics. First, I just want to just tip my cap to
the public works and your co-host, Richard Montgomery. He was in
charge of the hometown fair break down and set up and working
with us to get everything there. Did a great job. I was there
tabling on Saturday. Wow. So many people. What a great event.
Then I showed up yesterday and today to make sure that we got
everything off. And it's like you would never know that there
was 100,000 people there over the weekend. So public works, you
guys, incredible. I don't know how you guys worked the Magic.

That's awesome. Coming up this Saturday, the 1lth, is our last
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composting class of the year. It's up at Polliwog Park at the
Botanical Gardens. It starts at 10 a.m. That's run by Lisa
Ryder. If you have any interest, that's really fun to go out
there and learn how to compost at home. The following weekend
will be our final paper shred held at Mira Costa High School in
the student parking lot. All businesses and residents are
welcome to bring three boxes to be safely and securely shredded
on site. And that paper will be recycled. That's all I got. God
bless. Have a great night.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Bob. Anyone else in council
chambers with a community announcement?

JAMES STRATTON: Good evening, Mayor Lesser,
councilmembers, everyone here and everyone watching on our
network and web site. And all our residents we serve in our
great community. Hello, my name is James Stratton. On behalf of
the Manhattan Beach Association, we want to invite everyone to
our third annual pancake breakfast this Sunday, October 12th at
downtown Station 1. It's right across from the City Hall from 8
a.m. to 12 p.m. The MBFA pancake breakfast is one of our
favorite community events of the year. It's a fun family event
where our firefighters serve up a full breakfast of pancakes,
sausage and all the fixings. Whipped cream, chocolate chips,
sprinkles and syrup. It's a great way for the families in our

community to connect with their local firefighters. Check out
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the fire engines and enjoy a great time starting their morning
off coming to our event downtown Station 1. Tickets are just ten
dollars each per person and all proceeds will go directly
supporting two important causes. One is from the Manhattan Beach
Fire Association, which supports community engagements and local
safety programs. And the Manhattan Beach Firefighters Burn
Foundation, which donates an incredible organization like the
Alyssa and Roosh Burn Foundation. The Burn Unit of Torrance
Memorial Hospital and several other South Bay charities that
assist burn survivors and families in need. Furthermore, we are
also celebrating the second-grade winners of our exit drill in
the home. It's an important program for our local school
district and students who have learned and demonstrated the
safety of fire safety skills to keep their families safe.
Recognizing them is one of the highlights of the morning and a
great reminder of the importance of fire education in our
community. We would love to see the city council and all the
Manhattan Beach neighbors come out and join us. Bring your
family, bring your appetite and your community spirit. Thank you
for your continued support. We look forward to serving pancakes
to everyone here and we'll see you on Sunday, October 12. Thank
you so much. Have a great evening. I appreciate everything

everyone does.
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MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you. Are there any
other public excuse me, community announcements in chambers? If
not, Martha, is there anybody online that seeks to offer a
community announcement?

DEPUTY CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on Zoom.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Which case? We'll move on from
community organization announcements before we move on to public
comment. I have some brief remarks, as does our fire chief,
Jesse Alexander. On behalf of the city of Manhattan Beach, I
want to acknowledge the Manhattan Beach residents who
experienced fear and uncertainty during the Chevron Refinery
fire in E1 Segundo last Thursday evening, October 2nd,
particularly those who live near the Chevron Refinery. Many of
our communities saw the flames, smelled the smoke and questioned
whether they and their families were safe. We as a city
understand your concerns and your desire to receive more
information. We want to reassure you our public safety teams
were on scene protecting you within two minutes of the incident.
We are grateful for the dedication and professionalism of the
first responders who performed under high pressure emergency
conditions to contain the fire. Manhattan Beach firefighters
provided mutual aid for suppression activities, while Chevron
and E1 Segundo and their fire departments commanded the incident

and the associated response. The cause of the fire remains under
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investigation, but we as a city are committed to working with
Chevron and El Segundo to improve regional emergency messaging
in future incidents. We take the concerns of our residents
seriously and are committed to advocating for transparency,
safety and environmental responsibility. Our fire chief, Jesse
Alexander, has some supplemental remarks.

FIRE CHIEF ALEXANDER: Good evening, mayor,
councilmembers and residents of Manhattan Beach. I want to begin
by acknowledging the significant concerns and genuine fear that
many of you felt when the fire broke out of the Chevron Refinery
in El1 Segundo. When an incident of this magnitude occurs and is
so close to home, it 1s natural to feel shaken and to look for
immediate reassurance. Your safety is and always will be the top
priority of Manhattan Beach Fire Department and the entire city
team. I want to offer my deepest respect and gratitude for the
profound professionalism, swift action and commitment displayed
by our first responders that night. This incident tested our
response, response protocols and our teams performed at the
highest levels, demonstrating their professionalism and
readiness. Within two minutes of receiving that initial
dispatch, Manhattan Beach Fire Department were units were in
route to seeing this rapid mobilization demonstrates our
constant state of readiness and training. Our firefighters

engaged in suppression activities at the highest level,
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contributed to the incidents, swift mitigation. Even while our
firefighters were committed on scene, we maintain the city's
fire station coverage and assisted with fire, medical and
command response for routine emergencies to our neighboring
cities of Redondo and El1 Segundo. This commitment ensures
uninterrupted public safety across the region during even major
emergencies. Simultaneously, Manhattan Beach Police Department
was immediately notified and their officers were at scene
coordinating with personnel and beginning to block off impacted
roads within minutes. Their speed was critical in establishing a
perimeter awareness and helping manage public safety concerns in
the immediate aftermath. I want to ensure our residents that had
there been an evacuation order been necessary, our police
department officers would have gone door to door to ensure every
household was notified and safely moved out of the impacted
area. We would never rely solely on text message alerts to
notify residents. I must be candid about the realities of a
large-scale multi-agency incident like this. The incident
command structure was appropriately established by El1 Segundo
Fire Department and the Chevron Fire Department. While our teams
worked seamlessly with one another, we did experience initial
challenges in receiving real-time comprehensive updates from
incident command due to the severity and complexity of the

incident. This slowed the flow of confirmed actionable
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information from the primary source. However, despite those
external coordination difficulties, our dedicated city team
worked with the best available confirmed information and we were
able to broadcast a message to the Manhattan Beach community
within 26 minutes of the initial call, within 10 minutes of
unified command being established on scene and within seconds of
unified command providing shelter in place instructions. In a
critical and evolving emergency, getting timely messaging out is
a priority and I commend our team for prioritizing public
notifications under pressure. We continue to work with our
regional partners to conduct a thorough review of what happened
on Thursday evening. We use this experience to strengthen our
interagency communications, protocols to ensure that in future
incidents the flow of information is fast and clear as possible
regardless of who holds incident command. The city uses Alert
South Bay Emergency Notification System to distribute
information by text and email. It is the fastest way to receive
critical information alerts. You can register with South Bay
Alerts by going to AllowSouthBay.com. To the residents who
trusted our fire and police personnel to respond, thank you. We
remain dedicated to protecting the community 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. We will never stop training, we will never stop
preparing, and we will never stop serving you. I'm always

available for any questions. Thank you.
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G. PUBLIC COMMENTS

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Chief Alexander. Thank you to
my colleagues and thank you to the community for allowing us to
have those statements made. We will now move on to public
comments where members of the public have an opportunity to
address council on any issue within our Jjurisdiction for up to 3
minutes per person. Please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER DAVID HARRIS: We would like to talk
about the Manhattan Beach Pollinator Habitat Project and I'd
like to give the floor to Kathleen Terry.

PUBLIC COMMENTER KATHLEEN TERRY: Wow, that was fast.
Okay, good evening, mayor and councilmembers. My name is
Kathleen Terry; I've been a Manhattan Beach resident for over 56
years and an active community volunteer. I'm here tonight to
express my strong support for the Manhattan Beach Pollinator
Habitat Project, which is a community led effort to bring new
life to the native plant garden at our post office. A project
originally created by the leadership Manhattan Beach class of
2012. That garden was a beautiful gift to the city, but as time
has passed, it's in need of some tender, loving care if you take
a look at it. The Rotarians for Environmental Action will take
the lead on this project, but we envision it as a true community
collaboration involving the organizations such as the Manhattan

Beach Rotary, Leadership Manhattan Beach, and I know lots of
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other community partners will be eager to participate. The
benefits to the city are clear. It will beautify a central
public space that residents and visitors visit daily. It will
support our pollinators, which are vital to our local ecosystem,
and it will foster community pride and environmental awareness
across generations. To secure the grant that will serve as the
major funding source for this project, we are requesting the
council's approval to make a formal presentation detailing the
project's design, partnerships, and budget. A decision by mid-
October and no later than October 31st is needed to make the
grant submission for this project. The project represents what
Manhattan Beach does best, working together to make our city
more beautiful, sustainable, and connected. Thank you for your
time and consideration to say yes to taking this project
forward. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Kathleen.

PUBLIC COMMENTER LOLLY RAMAZANI: Good evening. I'm
Lolly Ramazani. I'm a 32-year resident of Manhattan Beach, and
I'm here in support of the Pollinator Habitat Project. I was
also the project director for the LMB Class of 2011-2012 for the
Sustainable Garden Project, which is at the current location of
the proposal that Kathleen just talked about. A little bit of
history about the LMB work that we did. Julie Gonella with

Manhattan Beach Botanic Garden was the visionary class member
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who proposed the project and educated us of its many positive
impacts to our community and our environment. The class raised
$45,000 to fully fund the project, putting hundreds of hours of
volunteer work and LMB record under the expert guidance and
generous volunteer efforts of Mike Garcia with Enviroscape and
Mimi Anderson, participated in public hearing to engage and
notify the community before the removal of two sick trees. We
presented to the Cultural Arts Commission for their approval of
the placement of the art piece at the site, and ultimately, we
received the approval from the city council and very
successfully executed the project from landscape to hardscape.
This quick summary shows that although mostly volunteers were
involved, the work was done professionally, and the garden
certainly deserves to be refreshed and maintained. I commend
efforts put in by Kathleen Terry, the inspiring facilitator of
our class, and fully support the proposed project by the Rotary
Club to revive and maintain our city's garden, add once again to
the beauty of our town, and most importantly, help the
sustainability of the environment on many different levels. I
will close my comments by adding in Ezra Klein's recent book
called Abundance. He highlights how hard it is to get many
things done in California. It is not because of lack of great

ideas or good intentions, but because of government bureaucracy
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and the requirements for review after review. I hope our city
proves him wrong. Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER DAVID HARRIS: Honorable Mayor Lesser
and city councilmembers and distinguished officials from the
city as well as public. My name is David Harris. I moved here in
1986. I am past president of the Rotary Club of Manhattan Beach,
and I am a founding and board member of the Manhattan Beach
Botanical Garden. I am here simply to support the Manhattan
Beach Pollinator Habitat Project and let you know that all we're
asking is for the city to say it's okay. This grant is a Rotary
District 5280 district grant. The district grant is ready to be
submitted, but it has to have approval from the city in order
for that to happen. We think that this is a great refresh to the
project that we did in 2012. I was also a member of that
leadership project that put shovels in the ground and made
things happen over at the post office in Manhattan Beach. I
thank the city council for your consideration, and I think that
this is something that, again, the city can be proud of. It's
the things that make Manhattan Beach a shining star in the South
Bay. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JOHN MISSLER: Hello. My name is John
Missler. I'm a resident of Manhattan Beach and father of two

girls at Meadows Elementary. Last Thursday night, we had a giant
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fireball light up the skies over our community, and my kids dove
for cover thinking we were being attacked. We evacuated with
many other families. I'm here because I'm concerned about
safety. I've been in touch with Chevron, and they've been nice
enough to deal with me directly, but I'm just one person. I'm
looking for some support from the city councils of El Segundo
and Manhattan Beach to produce a report about what happened and
why. We've been told over and over that everything's safe over
there. This shows us that maybe we're not safe. If that had
spread to one of the storage containers, I can only imagine the
devastation that would result from that and make Palisades look
like a minor incident. So, I'll leave it at that. We'd sure love
your help in producing a report. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER MIKE GARCIA: Hi, everyone. Mike
Garcia, graduate of Mira Costa High School, been in the South my
whole life. After I got my degree in ornamental horticulture in
the early 90s, I remember talking to city council way back in
the early 90s about this concept we have of building a native
pollinator garden in Polliwog Park, which today is the crown
jewel of Manhattan Beach. We call it the Manhattan Beach
Botanical Garden. Back then, we were concerned. The gquestion
came up, why do you want to do a native garden? And the answer

back then was, well, we want to save water. Well, today, things
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have become more clear because of use of pesticides and
herbicides and pollution. There's something called pollinator
collapse that's happening. Without pollinators, there's no food.
Without food, there's no people. So, the best thing we could do
is plant natives because pollinators only reproduce on native
plants. So, if you want food, you've got to have pollinators. If
you want pollinators, you've got to have native plants. So, the
Manhattan Beach Botanical Garden is just the crown jewel. But
where we went right with the garden is it got landscaped over 30
years ago. In fact, I'm still on the board of one of the
founding members with Dave Harris on the board of directors
there. And one of the amazing things is the it's such a magnet
for all the pollinators. The El Segundo blue butterfly, which is
endangered, has been spotted there. The monarchs and so on. So,
I was also involved with a project across the street that's
become a bit of an eyesore at the post office. So, what we're
proposing is why don't we take that model that's been so
successful with the Manhattan Beach Botanical Garden, bring it
to the post office. And then just as the Manhattan Beach
Botanical Garden has become the crown jewel, we can bring that
same sparkle. So, to the post office. So, I'm encouraging
everybody to vote yes. We're not looking for money or anything.
Just approval. So, thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Mike.
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PUBLIC COMMENTER JACQUELINE SANDERS: Good evening,
mayor and councilmembers. My name is Jacqueline Sanders, and I
live on the corner of Keats and Meadows in East Manhattan Beach.
I'm here tonight to bring urgent attention to a massive light
project being planned at Mira Costa High School, one that will
have a significant and negative impact on our neighborhood. Many
of us in East Manhattan Beach are just now learning about this
project because the school district has not been transparent.
Only residents within 500 feet of the proposed lights were
notified. That is simply not acceptable. The impact of this
project extends far beyond 500 feet. It affects our neighborhood
every single day. It also seems that you, our city council, are
not fully aware of the scale of what's being proposed. The plan
involves installing 8 70-foot light poles that will illuminate
the practice field. These lights would shine directly into
backyards and homes, including my own bedroom. I would think of
a project this size would need to be approved by the city. The
district is proposing to use the field seven days a week from
early morning, potentially till 11 o'clock p.m. at night. Even
more concerning, they've made it clear that the fields will be
rented out as a source of revenue. While public schools are
generally exempt from certain noise and traffic ordinances, the
district's plan to rent the fields for revenue moves this well

beyond educational use. In that context, the project should be

Page 22 of 148




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

2323

subject to the same noise, traffic and parking regulations as
any other large-scale commercial activity within the city. This
is not simply about providing space for our kids. This is about
generating income at the expense of the resident's quality of
life. Since the addition of the practice field, traffic and
parking in our neighborhood have been unbearable. From four
o'clock p.m. to nine o'clock p.m. on weekdays and on all and all
day on the weekends, it i1s nearly impossible to find street
parking on my block and the surrounding blocks. We regularly
experience congestion, block driveways and disrespectful
behavior from people who do not live in our community. There has
been no plan presented to address the parking and traffic issues
we're already facing, let alone the impact of extended nighttime
field use. Keats Street is not a permit parking street, but all
the surrounding streets are, meaning our block absorbs the
overflow. We are requesting that resident permit parking be
extended to Keats Street, including weekends when the situation
is even worse than on school days. Our driveways are blocked. We
are, I've lived here for 22 years, and this is the worst that
we've seen it. We are deeply concerned about safety with the
amount of traffic and lack of enforcement. It's only a matter of
time before a child is seriously injured. On top of that, the
installation of these towering lights would dramatically change

the character of our neighborhood. It would lower property

Page 23 of 148




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

2424

values, disrupt, disrupt our evenings, and make East Manhattan
Beach a far less livable place. We urge you, our mayor and city
council, to stand with the residents. Help us address the
existing problems of traffic and parking before allowing any new
projects that make the situation worse. We're asking you to stop
the light installation at Mira Costa.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JACQUELINE SANDERS: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER BRYAN STOCK: Good evening, Honorable
Mayor Lesser, members of the council and staff. Thank you for
allowing me to speak this publicly and for having the grace to
listen to me tonight. My name is Bryan Stock, and I am the
director of the Chevron Refinery in El Segundo. I'm joined by my
colleague, Jessica Vincent. On behalf of myself, the women and
men who work at the refinery 24-7 and the entire corporation, I
want to express to you how deeply saddened we are that this fire
occurred. We worked tirelessly every day, every night to prevent
incidents like this from happening. And we will continue to do
so. It is our nature, and it is our value system. Thursday
evening around 9:31 p.m., my family and I happened to be driving
down Rosecrans toward the refinery. I witnessed the sky change
from black to orange. It was a scary moment, even for somebody
who has worked in industry for more than 25 years. As is my

duty, I drove directly to the refinery, and I was one of the
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first employees to arrive after the incident. The only people
who I saw arrive before me were the firefighters and emergency
responders from the cities of El Segundo and Manhattan Beach.
The fire trucks passed me as I was approaching. Their collective
response was unlike any that I had ever seen. And I want to, I
would like to publicly recognize them for their quick action,
their professionalism and their bravery. United response in
collaboration with our own onsite fire department enabled the
fire to be safely extinguished by early Friday morning. At this
time, the cause of the fire is not known. Although the affected
plant has been safely shut down, access to the immediate site is
currently under the control of Cal OSHA. Cal OSHA arrived on
site the night of the fire and they are conducting an
independent investigation of the incident. We are fully
cooperating with Cal OSHA and multiple other agencies. We have a
shared interest to truly understand what happened so that we can
apply learnings that serve to further strengthen our safeguards
to prevent a future incident. Chevron will also conduct our own
internal investigation into the cause of the incident. At all
times, the refinery has a sophisticated fence line air quality
monitoring system that provides transparent, real-time
information to the public. Since the October 2nd incident,
Chevron has conducted air quality monitoring both at the

refinery's fence line and in Manhattan Beach, as well as E1
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Segundo and nearby Hawthorne. None of these tests have detected
substances that would present a risk to the community. Again,
thank you for having the grace to listen to me today. Please
also allow me to reiterate just how truly sorry we are that any
fire occurred. For 114 years, we have operated in this
community, and I commit to you that we will do everything we can
to continue to be a good neighbor. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER SORAYA SUTHERLIN: Good evening,
honorable mayor and city councilmembers. My name is Soraya
Sutherlin. And I am the alert and warning administrator for
alert south bay. And I wanted to take a moment and educate and
give some background around how alerting works, the process and
how we coordinate with local field responders. I have a slide, I
think. Perfect. Okay. So, a lot of what happens when alerts
start getting generated, we have to ensure that we are
coordinated with local response entities. Alert south bay is the
first of its kind regional alert and warning program. What that
means 1s we cover 14 cities across the south bay region allowing
us to do cross jurisdictional alerts regardless of
jurisdictional boundary. Meaning if an incident is occurring
within one jurisdiction, we do have the ability to send messages
beyond your jurisdictional boundary. What is important to note

and really critical is that those messages are coordinated and
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initiated by the city where the incident occurs. So, up on the
screen right now, I think this is important because there is a
lot of ambiguity on how that alert ever makes it to your phone.
So, what needs to happen is those first responding entities
respond to an incident site. There is a time period from when
the call comes in to when they are dispatched to when they
arrive on scene. All of that needs to happen and they establish
unified command. That's extremely essential especially in
coordinating emergency protective actions to the community. They
have to do a scene size up. They have to determine what's
actually going on. They determine what area is going to be
impacted and then they determine the messaging and the emergency
orders if any will be given. Things like wind, hazard, proximity
to residential populations are all taken into account at that
time. Once that's determined, there are protective actions. We
either evacuate, shelter, go indoors or avoid the area. Those
are our three main buckets of what protective actions. It's
really important especially as we do emergency alerting that
when we're communicating, we are communicating actionable
information rather than just disseminating information into the
community. Then it takes the impetus and the importance out of
the alert when we're just disseminating information and creating
white noise. However, if there truly is an imminent alert where

there is an imminent threat to life, property or the environment
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that's determined by unified command, the first alert will
happen by our first responders going door to door. They are
first on scene. They've determined that there's a threat and
that will be that first notification in the community. Once
that's done and even concurrently, then the alert and warning
administrator and or city officials are contacted to then push
an emergency alert out to the community. So, I think it's an
important piece to understand that that first alert is truly if
there is an imminent threat and that's determined at that
unified command post, those first responders, your first
responders are going door to door to alert the community. And
lastly, more importantly, it's important for Manhattan Beach
residents to register to receive emergency alerts. And there's a
really simple way they can do it. They can actually text a
keyword M-B-A-L-E-R-T-S to 888-777. By doing so, they will be
opted in to the alerting system, and they will be provided a
link to register and they can additionally provide their
information there. I appreciate your time and hopefully that was
helpful. Thank you so much.

MAYOR LESSER: One more time. Do you want to repeat
that text —--.

PUBLIC COMMENTER SORAYA SUTHERLIN: Yes.
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MAYOR LESSER: —-- number for those that might be
listening or watching?

PUBLIC COMMENTER SORAYA SUTHERLIN: Absolutely. So, it
is what you're going to do is the keyword is M-B, like Manhattan
Beach alerts, spelled out one word, A-L-E-R-T-S to 888-777.

MAYOR LESSER: And if individuals want to sign up for
an email notification, how can they do that?

PUBLIC COMMENTER SORAYA SUTHERLIN: So, they can do
that by going to alert southbay.com/register. But once they text
that keyword to 888-777, it will automatically send them that
link and they can follow that link to register all their
different devices.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER SORAYA SUTHERLIN: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JIM MONTGOMERY: Good evening,
Honorable Mayor, councilmembers, and general public. Jim
Montgomery. I am the president of the Rotarians for
Environmental Action and I'm just here to lend my support and
let you see my face, so you know who's behind this project. I
just really want to thank my colleagues who spoke very
eloquently about this tonight. I'm just going to let you know
why I'm so passionate about this. I'm all about community-based
stewardship, just activating the community to come together and

do just wonderful things together. I'm also the vice president
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of rewilding projects for South Bay Parkline Conservancy. And
so, I just want to let you know that basically, you know, we've
got the capacity, the knowledge, and the passion to go ahead and
do this project. All we need is for you to say yes. We'll bring
the money. I've already written the application. I let the
district know that as soon as we get the yes from you all, I
will send the application to them. And just in closing, we've
done a similar project for the city of San Fernando. We went and
restored 1,500 square feet of habitat with the Tadavium Mission
Indians up there. We planted plants that were actually
culturally significant to them. And so, we'd be, you know,
collaborating with the city, of course, you know, in what you
envision that space to be. And so just say yes and we will do
the rest. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER PATRICK MCBRIDE: Hi. Patrick McBride,
Fifth Impact. Years ago, I was on a committee that launched the
senior program. We were called the, Senior Advisory. Senior
Resource Committee. We brought 800 signatures here to the city
council to get it off the ground. And I got about 400 myself.
So, I'm in favor of senior programs, but I am not in favor of
this Boy Scout deal that's in the air. They want to tear it down
and rebuild it. And they'll probably spend about three or four

million dollars in two or three years. Everything in this town
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takes three years to build. So anyway, if you look at the
building, it's not that bad. Nobody takes care of it. Ten years
ago, it was the first time anyone did anything to it, and it was
the girl scouts, because they didn't fix it up and painted it.
Just leave it in rack and ruin and to fill it up with trash. But
right now, it's host to a decent ping pong. It's host to art
class. It's host to handicap thing. It's host to several things
and it can be hosted anymore. And the thing is, the seniors
don't need any more space for more programs. There's lots and
lots of space that's unused. And lots and lots of times, there's
nothing happening. So, I am opposed to this. You can spend the
money fixing up the toilets around the city that are not fixed
that are disgusting. You can fix it, use it for many, many
things. But you could use like a very tiny amount of it to fix
up the scout house looking really nice. So please save your
money, use it wisely, and don't put this thing down for a year
and destroy a bunch of programs. Thanks.

MAYOR LESSER: Good evening.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JAMES GILL: Honorable Mayor, Council,
it's been a little while since I've been up here. It's nice.
Nice to be back. I am. My name is James Gill. I am a third-
generation resident and a proud veteran of the United States Air
Force. I am here tonight to speak in favor, in support of

General Business Number 7, Consideration of Memorial for the
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Fallen Public Artwork Commission from the Public Arts Fund. I
have been serving on the Arts and Public Places Committee, and
I'm honored to share that we're working on something deeply
meaningful. A public artwork and memorial to honor every citizen
from our city who gave their life in military service. This
project is about more than stone or metal. It's about
remembrance, gratitude, and the stories that connect us. Art has
the power to speak when words fall short, and through this
memorial, we hope to create a lasting place for reflection, for
families, and for future generations to understand the cost of
service. We're proud to move this forward with the Council's
support and the community's voice, ensuring that those who
served and sacrificed are never forgotten. So, please be in
favor of this project. It's coming from the Arts Trust Fund.
It's a great place to spend some of that money, and thank you
for all that you guys do.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you. Are there any
other members of the public that would like to offer public
comment? Please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER LINDA MCLOUGHLIN FIGEL: Hello,
Council. I'm Linda McLaughlin Figel, co-owner of Pages, a
bookstore, which is proudly celebrating its 15th year in
downtown Manhattan Beach. I'm a board member and former

president of the Downtown Business and Professional Association
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and a 40-year resident in downtown adjacent Manhattan Beach,
where my husband and I raised our now three adult children.
First, I'd like to thank you all for your service to our town
and know, like all of us here, that you want what is best for
the residents and the businesses and visitors of Manhattan
Beach. Thank you. I'm here to speak briefly about the codes
pertaining to A-Frames. It doesn't seem quite as important as
some of these other things, but it's pretty important to a lot
of us. A-Frames is sandwich boards you know of what I speak.
Just a couple of quick points. Our business, Pages, a bookstore,
relies heavily on the exposure and the promotion that we gain
from our A-Frame, the AK sandwich chalkboard signs. We
judiciously and carefully display that on our private property,
keeping it off, of the public right of way. We do not have, nor
can we afford, expensive advertising budget, so we rely heavily
on social media, our e-newsletter, in-store signage, and our
chalkboards. We allocate special resources, which is our staff
with chalking talent, largely high schoolers, not me, to create
our chalkboards, which then share with the community our many
events, the majority of which are free, including our nine
monthly book clubs, author events, early morning Tuesdays when
the parking is easy, the coffee is on us, and customers receive
20% off at the register, as well as our ticket events, many of

which we partner with other local businesses in downtown,
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including Slay Italian, Hook and Plow, Petros, Shade Hotel, to
name a few. The current code, as I'm sure you know, does not
make sense, in my opinion. It prohibits all businesses from
displaying chalkboards, sandwich boards, and A-Frames, including
those displayed on private property, yet it allows for realtors
to display A-Frames and sandwich board signs for open houses and
the like. Based on the diligence of the DBPA, there's not
another comparable city, El Segundo, Santa Monica, Hermosa,
Redondo, and the list goes on, that flat out prohibits such
signs. Our code is outdated and out of touch. I respectfully
request that you support the DBPA's representative,
Councilmember Amy Howorth's request to further study this, and
have staff explore revisions to the code, and please consider a
moratorium on enforcing the code while the study is going on.
Thank you very much.

PUBLIC COMMENTER BRENT ESTABROOK: Good evening,
Honorable Mayor Lesser and Councilmembers. Good to see everybody
again. I don't think I'll get emotional this time. I just have a
guick question, but I didn't realize it until I got here, too,
that I'm definitely, I think they all left, but I'm definitely
in support of this pollinator project, too. I say more gardens,
the better. Nature's medicine, as we all know. But from our last
meeting, I believe August 26th, at the Project Pulse, I guess

I'll give a quick rundown of what we proposed is in the interim,
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the 400 Bank Building, it sounds like it's going to be about
five years before that turns into something, and we propose in
the interim to turn it into a really cool, thriving, creative
art center, and start inspiring the community. To do so, would
be very little cost. It's easy to retrofit. It sounds like I got
Eric Brinkman in on it, too, but especially you and I together,
we could really, really inspire this community. But my question
was 1f there's any updates on that plan. That's it.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER BRENT ESTABROOK: Oh, sorry. I am
Brent Estabrook.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Are there any other members
of the public that would care to offer public comment that are
in chamber? Seeing none in chamber, Martha, is there anybody on
Zoom? I'm sorry.

PUBLIC COMMENTER BRYAN STOCK: May I ask permission to
use the remaining 20 seconds that I did not use?

MAYOR LESSER: Colleagues, any objection? I think,
please. You can have a full minute. Go ahead.

PUBLIC COMMENTER BRYAN STOCK: It's not my desire to be
back up here again. But I wanted to share that we recognize the
importance of timely communication to the community, and we
absolutely have a role to play in that, especially when it's

related to something that happens on our property. I omitted
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this comment in my zeal to finish in three minutes, but I want
you to hear from me that we're committed to working in alignment
with the cities of El Segundo and Manhattan Beach to enhance,
maintain, and fully fund a community alert and warning system
designed to provide critical information in a timely manner to
the immediate community. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Mr. Stock. I see another
member of the public in chambers. Yes, please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER MELISSA RIGAZIO: May I speak? I'm
sorry I did not register, but it seems germane to a couple of
the other discussions here. My name is Melissa Rigazio. I lived
in Manhattan Beach several years ago. I just moved back. I'm a
lighting designer, and I would just like to say a few words
about light pollution. Light pollution is defined as
inappropriate or excessive use of artificial light, and it's a
huge environmental problem. It's a huge contributor to global
warming. But fortunately, it is the easiest one to mitigate. A
few quick facts. Artificial light at night is pollution. We have
lost, Jjust in the last ten years, we have lost 10% of the
visibility of our stars. But it's not just about seeing the
stars. There are adverse effects on people, on trees and plant
life. It's not healthy to light plants. It's not healthy to
light water. Birds rely on natural light cycles to cue mating

and reproduction. Mammals and amphibians are primarily
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nocturnal, and they're losing their ability to mate, migrate,
and survive. And very importantly, 70% of our insect population
decline is due to light pollution. On the plus side, when we do
mitigate, there's significant energy savings. Most people don't
even notice the lowered light levels or the lower temperatures,
warmer temperatures. And please keep in mind, brighter does not
mean safer. I want to be brief. There is a lot of information
out there. There are five principles for responsible outdoor
lighting. The first is that it be useful. It should always have
a clear purpose. Light your entry, light your back door, your
house numbers. You don't have to light your entire facade or
your neighbor's. Light needs to be targeted, directed only where
needed. Please don't light the sky. And again, no spill light
onto plants and neighbors and water. Low light levels are
preferred. No brighter than necessary. Glare is a huge problem.
Controller controlled lighting is very important. Use timers,
motion detectors, dimmers. And please turn your lights off when
you're not using them. Please don't leave your string lights on
all night long if possible. And also, the last one is color. Use
warm colored lights. Technically that's 3000 kelvin or less.
That's the warmer amber tone versus the blue. So, for anyone who
wants more information, I highly recommend visiting Dark Sky
International website. That's darksky.org. Audubon Society is

another wonderful resource. And I will submit a follow up letter
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to the council and to the quarterly newsletter. That includes
the resources and just action items that we can take. But it all
ties in with the pollinator discussion as well as these proposed
lights.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER MELISSA RIGAZIO: So, thank you so
much for your time. And I really appreciate hearing all the
environmental comments. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Are there any other individuals who
would care to offer public comment in chamber? If not, Martha,
is there anybody on Zoom?

ASSTISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no request on
Zoom.

MAYOR LESSER: In which case, anybody else? Close
public comment.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Mr. Mayor.

MAYOR LESSER: Yes, I see councilmembers who wish to
speak. Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, Thank you. I just, I know
there's some folks here who spoke who haven't spoken before and
brought up some topics. And I just want to remind people that
it's not on the agenda tonight. We're not going to be able to
give you an answer. So, if you're talking about the lights at

Mira Costa or such, we're not going to give you an answer to
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anything tonight. And I also wanted to comment, there were along
the same lines, a few of the folks who spoke in support of the
pollinator garden who said just say yes. Again, it's not on our
agenda tonight. I just I just want to lay some expectations
down. So, that's all. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: I'm sorry, city manager, did you want to
say something?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I'll just clarify that it's
on the agenda for the third vote.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Question City manager, is
that pollinator the same pollinator that one specific to the
downtown post or the post office?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELTAN: But what about the one for
the botanical garden?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: The project that's on the
agenda tonight is, I think that was a reference to a past
project. But on the, on the agenda tonight under their vote item
is the request to bring this back for consideration at the next
meeting.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Got it. Thank you. Just a

couple more.
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MAYOR LESSER: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: So, just wanted to add a
wonderful fifty third home, Manhattan Beach Hometown Fair, this
fifty third annual hometown fair, and it's very well done. You
wouldn't even know we had a fair if you went out there today.
It's just up and down at the Manhattan Beach Hometown Fair
Board, which I'm a council delegate too. It's just a well-oiled
machine. They know what to do. They have pride of ownership and
they get it done. So, congratulations to our community to be
able to have such a such an event and also all the volunteers
that do help out. But this it's a free event, so they make it
happen. And then I just as a reflection back to the incident we
had last week with the with the fire at Chevron. You know, I am,
you know, with the first response of responders and public
safety and then constant readiness to be able to be there so
qguickly. The boots on the ground and make sure everyone's safe
truly means a lot to this community with respect to the you
know, there was no physical injuries or any fatalities of anyone
from Chevron, El Segundo and or Manhattan Beach. So, that we're
very grateful for. I do you know, I do have concerns about the
communication, but happy to hear some future things that we can
do to do to better with that. But I do want to just thank also

Chevron for being here and stating that they're really looking
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into it. And we'll hopefully get a working with OSHA and get a
report out soon. So, just wanted to say those words.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you. Thank you, Mayor. I
just wanted to take just a few minutes to follow up on the
Chevron incident. I live above Sand Dune Park and was driving
down the street when the sky turned orange. And, you know, like
a lot of my fellow residents, it was just absolutely terrifying.
And just standing there at the top of the hill watching the fire
break out. And I know that it felt like a lifetime to get the
communications. And since the incident, you know, I've had a
chance to talk to our fire chief and our city manager and
understand better the process that communication takes place.
And it was really helpful for me to understand that process,
that it wasn't that they weren't we're sitting on information
that they didn't disseminate or that there was a potential
evacuation order that they were holding back from the public.
Because as somebody who lives in the neighborhood, who has
children that I'm raising and then in the area that's paramount
to me, all of our safety. So, I appreciate Chevron coming out
here and letting us and informing us of the process they're
undergoing and your commitment to a figuring out how to prevent
this again from happening again. And b communications and that

you're committing to funding the system that's necessary to get
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that information out to residents because those 26 minutes were
just terrifying 26 minutes. And then I also wanted to commend
our first responders. I mean, they were on the scene within
minutes. I think we take for granted that we have such a
responsive team and that that catastrophe could have been a lot
worse, as scary as it was. The fact that we were able to have
the hometown fair just a few days later was pretty remarkable.
The speed with which they contain the fire. So, thank you to our
fire department and El1 Segunda and Chevron's as well for doing
that. But again, ultimately, it is I think this is a great
opportunity for our city to look at what we did right and what
we did wrong in this incident and then to better prepare us for
the next whatever emergency that may come our way. So, as scary
as i1t was, I hope we can take this as an opportunity to learn
and to grow and then to do better next time. So, thank you.
H. CONSENT CALENDAR

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. All right. No one on Zoom?
Alright, which case will now move on to the consent calendar.
Item number H. Is there a motion to approve it except for items
three and five? I see a motion by Councilmember Howorth with a
second by Councilmember Tarnay. May we vote please.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0.

I. ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT CALENDAR
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3. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION APPROVING A COMPENSATION PLAN
FOR FULL-TIME UNREPRESENTED EMPLOYEES

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Which case we move on to item
number three, which is consideration of a resolution approving a
compensation plan for full time, unrepresented employees. This
was pulled by Mayor Pro Tem Franklin. Mayor Pro Tem, would you
like any sort of staff report, or do you just have questions?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: No, just have a comment. Thank
you, Mayor Lesser. So, I'm requesting to pull item 3 from the
consent agenda, the resolution approving the compensation plan
for unrepresented employees. I would like to formally register a
no vote, specifically on the proposed salary range for the
deputy city manager position. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Do other councilmembers have any
questions? If not, I will open this item up to public comment.
Would any member of the public carry a comment on this item in
chambers? If not, is there anybody on Zoom that would like to
comment on this item number 3°?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No request on Zoom.

MAYOR LESSER: Which case, I'll close public comment.
Are there any further comments on this item? Seeing none, I see

a motion by Councilmember Howorth.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes, thank you, Mr. Mayor. I
move approval of a resolution, number 25-0086, approving a

compensation plan for full-time, unrepresented employees.

MAYOR LESSER: All right, and I see that's been
seconded by Councilmember Franklin. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin, is
that what you'd like to do?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Mayor?

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: If I may, I apologize. I am
all for this compensation plan because I know it's for our
unrepresented group; our department heads that work really
tirelessly to make the city run. I do have, I, too, have
concerns about the range for the deputy city manager. And I know
we approved it through the budget, and that's not what we're
here to converse, but this is a compensation plan, and it
includes a salary range we're approving. So, I'm, again, I just
want the public to hear that I'm for this compensation plan. I
just don't agree with the salary range as well.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, without, re for my own comments—
without relitigating the discussion that we previously had about
salary ranges and trying to show respect for our current

employees and also to get further support for our city manager
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to succeed, I will be supporting this item, and I understand the
comments of my colleagues and understand why they're registering
their concerns.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Call for the question.

MAYOR LESSER: Call for the question.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 4 to 1, with
Councilmember Charelian voting no.
5. CONSIDERATION OF A RESOLUTION FORMALLY AUTHORIZING THE
SUBMITTAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR THE CLEAN POWER ALLIANCE
INNOVATION FUND ROUND 2 GRANT FOR UP TO $250,000 FOR ENERGY AND
RESILIENCE UPGRADES AT THE PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, next we move on to item number
five. Item number five is consideration of a resolution formally
authorizing the submittal of an application for the Clean Power
Alliance Innovation Fund, Round Two grant, for up to $250,000
for energy and resilience upgrades at the Public Works facility.
I believe that was pulled by you, Mayor Pro Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes.

MAYOR LESSER: Do you have questions or comments?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, questions, comments,
number, if we can go to slide number 14 of the Clean Power
Alliance presentation, I just need some clarification on a
statement they make there. It is in the middle of the page. I

don't know if we can bring it up.
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MAYOR LESSER: I was about to say, for members of the
public, are we able to bring up slide deck number 14, which is
from the Edison Liability Report, is that right? Just one
minute.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so there is a comment
here. It says, “Project sites/program recipients must be
enrolled in CPA service and stay with CPA for the duration of

7

the program to be eligible for program benefits.” So, I just
want a clarification on that. Does that mean that if we decide
to leave CPA service, for whatever reason, do we give these
items back?

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: Yes,
thank you for having me up. Again, this is Brittany Coker-Moen,
your Environmental Programs Administrator. So, the city's
facilities are all already enrolled in the CPA, and the timeline
of this project is the grant funding is two years. So, from my
understanding, the expectation is, for the two years that we are
actively participating and receiving reimbursement for the
project, we have to remain enrolled in the CPA. I do not
believe, but I can clarify and come back, that after the two-
year time period is over, the project has been funded, in the

future, down the road, if we were to leave CPA, I don't believe

that that would impact a previous project.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, is there a way to see
this specific language in the contract from them?

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: Yes,
I can request that from them, and this item today is just to
submit an application for the grant. If approved, and if the
funds are awarded to us, as it is a competitive grant, so
there's no guarantee, just by applying, that we get chosen. The
next step in that would then be to bring it back to city council
with a program agreement, and within that agreement, it would
iron out those details.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, and then another
question on one of the items in the grant is panels, solar
panels for the roof of the Public Works building. Before, when
we went through something similar like this where they wanted to
pay for solar power across the parking lot between the post
office and Joslyn, they said we would do it, or they would do
it, they would give us a power backup supply, and then we
learned, through digging through the contract, that the power
was for them only, it was to go to their grid, it did not lower
our bills; we generated it on our property, but we weren't going
to use it. So, is that the same thing with this, or is it going
to be solely for the use of Manhattan Beach Public Works?

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN:

That's a great question. So, this is a different program. The
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program I believe you're referring to is the Power Ready
Program; this is a different program called the Innovation Fund,
and this is just a grant, so the CPA contributes the funding;
the city would then purchase, own, and operate all, of the
equipment, all of the materials. There's no connection with CPA
in regards to that aspect. And then, with regard to the solar
power that is generated, it's interconnected through SoCal
Edison's grid. So, first it would serve the facility with its
needs there. If those needs are met, and it's still producing
power with sunlight, it will then go to the battery; once the
battery is full, if it's still producing power and the sun is
still out, then the surplus power will go back onto Southern
California Edison's grid, and the city is credited back and not
necessarily reimbursed, but credited back through their net
energy metering for any of the energy that is put back on the
grid after we've met our needs.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, were there any
specifications given as far as the battery backup I mean, like,
how many, how much power it provides, you know, how long will it
last, at what levels?

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: Yeah,
so that we need to do further assessment to determine that. So,

A\Y

the Innovation Fund with the CPA is pretty much a broad, “you

have an idea, tell us your idea, and we'll give you the funds to
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do it,” so they have funded other programs that include, I
believe some of them were to provide electric appliances to
income qualified renters. So, the types of projects that grant
funds are very broad, so the CPA has no jurisdiction on what we
decide other than what we put in the application and pitch to
them; they don't tell us what size, they don't determine any of
those aspects. With that being said, we did recently do an
energy audit with the Southern California Regional Energy
Network so CalREN and, Jjust based on what they saw and the
energy we use, they did recommend a battery size of seven
kilowatt hours. So, if we were to go with that size, and just
based on their very high-level assessment we would then, again,
need to do a much more deeper assessment but they project that a
seven-kilowatt battery would power the Public Works facilities
50% of the critical load for up to 12 hours, or 100% for up to
six hours.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, and it mentions
something about that we have diesel backup now; will that still
be kept at the Public Works, Jjust as a backup of the back of the
backup?

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: Yes,
so this will have zero impact on the existing diesel generator.

If implemented, this project would just provide an additional
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source of backup energy to utilize in addition to, or before, or
in tandem with, the existing generators.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, great, thank you.
Appreciate it.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: Thank
you.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: That, that's all.

MAYOR LESSER: Brittany, for members of the public who
may not be understanding what we're actually talking about, can
you just give a high-level overview of what this project is and,
more particularly, what this funding will allow us to be able to
acquire?

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: Yes,
so we would like to submit an application for this grant, and in
that application, we are proposing essentially a three-part
project, and that includes or what the goal is to decarbonize
the Public Works facility. That includes the purchase of
battery-electric equipment to replace some of our gasoline-
powered equipment, small equipment, hand tools like chainsaws,
jack hammers, things like that that our Public Works team is
using out in the field to reduce their exposure to those fumes
and those emissions. And then the other part that we talked a
little bit about just now is the solar power system and a backup

battery energy system. So, the proposed project that we're
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pitching to the Clean Power Alliance is to install a solar a
rooftop solar photovoltaic system on the Public Works facility
to power the facility, as well as install a backup battery
energy source so that, if needed, in the event of an outage we
could refer to that energy, as well as using that battery to
charge the equipment that we'll be purchasing, because through
the purchase and procurement of new electric equipment we don't
want to put added stress on the grid. So, during high times of
demand for energy like the four to nine period we're all
familiar with we would be able to use the battery to charge that
equipment.

MAYOR LESSER: Right, and my understanding as well is
this is not just an environmental initiative that feels good;
it's there have been reliability issues with power to our Public
Works facility, is that right?

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: Yes.
So, in 2024, Southern California Edison conducted a circuit
reliability review. There are 16 circuits that serve Manhattan
Beach, and the Public Works facility is on the Salmon Circuit.
So, in looking into SoCal Edison's circuit reliability review,
which covered the years 2020 through 2023, the Salmon Circuit
alone had four times the amount of outages than the city as a
whole. So, compared to all 16 circuits together, the Salmon

Circuit had four times as many outages, and those outages lasted
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an average of 267 minutes which is about four and a half hours
whereas the city-wide average is 110 minutes.

MAYOR LESSER: Right, so this --.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN:

There's a lot of potential there.

MAYOR LESSER: -- grant will help purchase a battery
backup to help keep our Public Works yard online when there are
these disruptions. Thank you. Any other council questions? I
want to make sure that we've opened this up to the public for
public comment. Thank you.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS ADMINISTRATOR COKER-MOEN: Thank
you.

MAYOR LESSER: Does anybody have any public comment in
chamber? Seeing none. Martha does anybody on zoom?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, we have Ari.

MAYOR LESSER: Please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER AUDREY ESTES: Hi, I must apologize,
this is the first time I've ever spoken on city council and on
Zzoom, so I was a little late, but I'm going to read what I
wrote, and I'm going to start from the beginning. Good evening,
honorable mayor and councilmembers, my name is Audrey Estes, and
I've lived in Manhattan Beach for 37 years. I have never

experienced anything like what happened at the refined
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restaurant refinery on October 2nd at 9:33. After the explosion,
everyone on my street was confused. We did not know if we should
shelter in place, evacuate, or check air quality. The first city
alert did not come until 25 minutes afterwards, and in that
time, people were panicking, they were turning to social media
for information, which is unreliable. I also want to be
concerned, I'm also concerned about the neighborhood safety.
When some people evacuated, I came back home to look for my
cats, and I saw suspicious individuals walking around the area
around 12:30 a.m., and I ended up sending my own alert to my
neighbors, telling them to turn up the lights on and watch out
for each other's homes. I'm asking the city to provide improved
emergency communication, faster, clearer alerts, and
coordinating with law enforcement to keep our neighborhoods safe
during a state of an emergency. The city of Manhattan Beach
number one priority is public safety, so I believe financially
we should be putting a lot of resources to into that. I
apologize for this late notice, and thank you so much for
listening, and I appreciate everything that every one of you do.
Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you for your comments.
Are there any other comments on Zoom for this item Martha?

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No additional request.
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MAYOR LESSER: All right, any other comments in
chambers? Seeing none. Closed public comment. I see any of the
councilmembers wish to speak? Otherwise, I see a motion by
Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes, hi, I move approval of
Resolution Number 25-0115, authorizing the Community Development
Department to submit an application for the Clean Power Alliance
Innovation Fund, to grant up to for a grant up to $250,000
dollars for energy and resilience upgrades at the Public Works
facility.

MAYOR LESSER: And I have seconded that motion. Not
seeing any other comments, we'll call for the question.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 4 to 1. Mayor Pro Tem
Franklin voting no.

K. GENERAL BUSINESS
6. CONSIDERATION OF AN UPDATE TO THE 28TH STREET STORMWATER
INFILTRATION CIP PROJECT

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, now we'll move on to our general
business items, unless councilmembers want to take a break, or
shall we proceed? So, no objection. Let's move on to item number
six. Item number six is consideration of an update to the 28th
Street Stormwater Infiltration CIP Capital Improvement Project
budgeted item. We have our Interim Public Works Director, Ted

Seaman. Hello.
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INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: Thank you,

Mayor Lesser and councilmembers. Again, my name is Ted Semaan.
I'm the Interim Public Works Director for the city. I'm going to
be introducing our city engineer, our Acting City Engineer,
Gilbert Gamboa, and Eduardo Peck, our Project Engineer. He's
going to go ahead and present the project for you. Just to tell
you, this is a very exciting project that you'll be hearing more
from us in the upcoming city councilmember or city council
meetings as we look forward to awarding construction and
construction administration.

MAYOR LESSER: Great.

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: With that.

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Good evening, Mayor and
councilmembers. My name is Eduardo Pech. We're going to get to
know each other here in the coming months pretty well, so you
guys you can call me by my name, my name may go by with my
friends, which is [Inaudible]. So, nice look forward to you
spending a lot of time with you guys here. We'll start with some
project background. All right, so just to kind of recap some
background on this project. So, stormwater discharges are
regulated under the Municipal Separate Stormwater Sewer System,
otherwise known the MS4 permit by the Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board. As, in an effort to meet these

regulations, the cities of Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach,

Page 55 of 148




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

5656

Redondo Beach, Torrance, and the Los Angeles County Flood
Control formed the Beach Cities Water Management Program, which
is a group that kind of, that works at determining how to meet
the regulations set by the Water Board. In that program, an
infiltration project at 28th Street, at the 28th Street outfall
was determined as a high-priority project to reduce bacteria,
trash, and debris discharges into the Santa Monica Bay. At the
28th Street outfall drainage area over there or here it conveys
approximately 60% of the city's stormwater, and have been
exceeding TMDL limits since monitoring of the outfall has begun,
particularly in bacteria levels, which have exceeded the
allowing, the allowable 17 days for wet weather, 11 out of the
past 20 years that monitoring has taken place. As of July 2024,
the Regional Water Board requires that exceedances be
eliminated, or face penalties. Currently, the Water Management
Water Management Group 1s working on a Time Schedule Order, also
known as a TSO, to extend the deadline to 2029, but we have yet
to we have yet to hear back from the Board on the final
determination on that process. Moving on to the project
timeline. So, as I mentioned, as part of the WMP, it was
determined that a project, an infiltration project at the 28th
Street outfall would be a high priority to in meeting the TMDL
requirements, and that was determined back in 2015. And, in

2020, the city hired CWE to perform a feasibility study, which
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identified the 26th Street parking facility as the preferred
site for an infiltration on stormwater infiltration project
related to the 28th Street outfall. In 2021, staff submitted
grant applications and some to multiple agencies to get funding
for the project. In 2022, a design contract was awarded to CWE
to complete a design for an infiltration project at 28th Street.
In 2024, we came to council to adopt the CEQA determination,
which is a Mitigating Negative Declaration by City Council. And,
in 2025, earlier this year, in March, staff came to City Council
to get approval for the project plans, specs, and estimates,
which were conditionally approved by City Council. Project
funding, the project is majority grant-funded. These are the
three grants that make up the majority of the funding. As you
can see, it's 4.9 million from Proposition 68 from the Natural
Resources Agency; 8.5 million from Proposition One from the
California State Water Control Board; and then the majority of
the funding is coming from Measure W 17.6 million there, the
Safe Clean Water Program. In addition, the city has contributed
some initial funds to in relation to getting the project
started, and those funds have come from our CIP budget,
particularly the storm drain fund. Moving on to project design
here. So, just to kind of recap some of the major components of
the project. Stormwater flows down 28th Street. The project will

intends to divert water at the intersection of Manhattan Avenue
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and 28th Street, and then, through an install pipe to a pump
station between 27th and 26th Street on Manhattan Avenue. The
pump station will then pump the water into a trash capture
structure, which will remove the majority of the trash, and
then, from there, it'll go into a sedimentation basin system to
get rid of all the sediments most of the sediments that are in
the water before they get distributed into a series of dry
wells, up to 40 as you can see there, in the 26th Street parking
lot and then, at Bruce's Beach. Specifically, with on the
parking lot improvements, the project intends to rebuild and
modernize 26th Street parking lot. Above, the picture above
there is the current condition, and the design there, that the
schematic there that you see there is the proposed design, or
future construction of the parking lot there. So, it will
include new retaining walls, pervious concrete surface in the
parking lot, improved circulation with revised striping so we're
going to have a circular pathway through the parking lot rather
than the current alignment that exists there. We're also
including ADA compliant spaces and accessible pedestrian routes,
so, 1f you can see there, there's a total of five ADA spaces,
including one van space, which is required. And then, also,
we'll be removing the staircases in between the upper and lower
parking lot, which allowed us to gain a couple additional spots

there. So, to recap, the project benefits will improve water
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quality on the beach and in the Santa Monica Bay; it will reduce
discharges of bacteria, trash, and debris into the ocean; it
will minimize potential beach closures; enhance environment—
marine life in the area; and create opportunities for education
and outreach; and, of course, as I Jjust discussed, it will
improve the 26th Street parking facility. This slide here shows
a recap of all the public outreach that's been done so far on
the project. As you can see, in 2020, we did a stakeholder
meeting, substantial task force meeting, community meeting.
2023, we did a presentation for the L.A. County Beaches and
Harbor; we had an on-site community outreach event; and we also
did a presentation for the Parking and Public Improvement
Commission, PPIC, where we took comments as well on the, at the
time, proposed a plan there. In 2024, we held another community
meeting, and then we made a presentation to council on the
project. And this year, we held another community meeting, and
as well we had a City Council meeting here approving the plan,
the plans and specs for solicitation of bids. Some of the
advertisement some of the forms of advertisement that we had for
the public outreach include mailers, signage at the project
site, the city website, social media, city newsletter, community
announcements during City Council meetings, and postings at City
Hall, and, of course, the Beach Reporter. So, that brings us to

today. So, upcoming in regards to public outreach, we're
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planning to go to PPIC meeting later this month, on October 23,
to present a tentative traffic control plan that we hope to get
comments on, and we'll use that to coordinate with the
contractor on preparing the final traffic control plan for the
project. With that as well, the project is currently out to bid;
proposals are due on October 10th, and our hope is that we make
a selection and come here on November 18th to get an award for
the contract. Once we get the award, we will we plan to have two
community outreach meetings, one in—in January, to kind of just
go over the latest information regarding the construction of the
project, solicit feedback from the community, and then, on
February, before the start of construction, we'll have one last
community outreach meeting before we start. So, in regards to
construction bidding: so, again, in March 2025, the City Council
approved plans and specifications. Since then, we our design
team, CWE, and their staff there have developed up-to-date
engineer's estimate. The current engineer's estimate is 26
million dollars for the base parts of the construction project.
In June 2025, as part of the solicitation process, we issued a
pre-qualification to any bidders or any proposers that would
like to bid on the project. We went through a pre-qualification
process; 11 firms submitted proposals, and we evaluate those
proposals based on experience, qualifications, and compliance.

Of the 11, 9 of them met our evaluation criteria, and so we
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qualified nine firms, and in August we invited those nine firms
to bid on the project. And, as I mentioned, October 20th is the
due date for the proposal on the on the bids there. Our goal,
again, is to award the contract on November 2025, and we'll also
be awarding our construction management and inspection services
contract as well on that day, and then we'll also be coming to
request an amendment to add construction support to the designer
engineer of the project. Our goal is our current goal is to
start construction in February 2026. We determine that it's
probably going to take anywhere between 14-18 months to complete
the project, and so we hope we are anticipating a completion
date of August 2027. Some of the construction impacts that we
can that we're expected to have to deal with are, first, of
course, noise, dust, and debris. Noise barriers will be required
if the noise levels exceed a certain threshold; there will be no
grading allowed during high winds in the project; and then
construction BMP's will be installed throughout the project to
keep the noise, dust, and debris to a minimum. Of course,
there's also going to be road closures, traffic detours, and
construction traffic. We intend to install signage, electronic
message boards, and we'll make sure that we, at the minimum,
provide 72-hour notice to immediate residents of anything
changes or of any changes that may occur during construction. Of

course, the 26th Street parking lot will be closed for a
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duration of one year, and, of course, there'll be limited street
parking, so we're consolidating the contract lay down area in
the Manhattan Avenue that's going to be closed between 26th
Street and 27th Street. Here is a diagram kind of showing the
preliminary traffic control plan that the team has put together.
I would like to point out a couple of items here. So, on
Manhattan Avenue, between 28th and 27th Street, the parking will
be moved to the east. This will result in a net gain of five
spaces, and a lot of this has to do with there's driveways
along, you know, the opposite side of the street, and so moving
them over, there's less, and so we get we're going to get net
gain of four spaces well, sorry, five spaces by doing that on
the street, and—and this is being proposed as a permanent change
to the street after construction is complete. Another change: on
27th, between Marine Avenue and Highland, parking again will be
moved to the south currently on the north we'll move it to the
south. This will result in a net gain of four spaces. The
crosswalks on Manhattan Avenue, on 26th Street and 27th Street,
once construction begins, won't be utilized and won't be
accessible, so to assist with that we'll be adding two temporary
crosswalks on Ocean oh, sorry, not Ocean on Bayview Drive; you
can kind of see them kind of highlighted over there. And then,
at Ocean, between 26th and 27th Street, that would be converted;

it currently it's undersized for a two-lane road, and so we're
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proposing changing that to a one-way street going northbound to
better meet current standards. All these improvements will be
done ahead of the start of construction; we think it's going to
take about a month to implement and there'll be some
construction impacts on there, but as you can see it'll be
pretty minimum; we're just re-striping and grinding the old
stripe out there. So, that's what the residents can expect to
see as we prep for the start of construction, and we'll have
more specifics after we get the contractor on board and we get
their input as to what they think is appropriate for the
project. So, here's the up-to-date construction timeline. So,
again, starting with the red star up above—I know it might be a
little hard to see but that's our anticipated construction award
date at the November 18th City Council meeting. About a month
later, we intend to the notice to proceed to the contractor the
first notice to proceed, sorry and then that allows the
contractor to go ahead and start procuring any equipment and
materials they might need to get started. Our anticipated goal
is to issue the notice to proceed with construction in early
February; right there you see February 9th, but that's kind of
our goal there. And then construction will begin at the 26th
Street parking lot, so we will close down the parking lot and
start demolition and start work on that in February 2026, and,

as I mentioned earlier, we anticipate it's probably going to
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take about a year, so wwe anticipate that we'll be open and
ready to go and use on by February 2027. The more—the other two
components, right, so the diversion structure and Marine sorry,
Manhattan Avenue and 28th Street, we're limited on when we can
start because of the of the county storm drain that we need to
create the diversion structure at; that won't we can't start
there until April 15th, so that's the start date that we have
there, and we need to complete that diversion structure before
the rainy season, which starts on October 15t. So, we anticipate
that should probably we should get that complete by September
2026. The other major component is all the work that's going to
happen on Manhattan Avenue between 27th and 26th Street that
includes the pump station, the trash capture unit, and the
=sedimentation system. We anticipate that oh, and, of course,
the electrical control panel, right, that's going to operate the
system there—and we anticipate that's going to take from April
all the way to spring 2027. The last little component that you
see there is all the asphalt paving that will to kind of
finalize everything that we'll need to do, and then we
anticipate to be doing that in February 2027. And that's it. So
any questions?

MAYOR LESSER: Council, any questions? Have some, but
would you like to go first?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, you can go first.
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MAYOR LESSER: Thank you for that presentation. I just
wanted to confirm; there was a reference to three million
dollars in project soft costs. I wanted to better understand
what those are, and are those going to be our obligation, even
though I thought the majority of this project was all paid for
by grant funding-?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Yeah, correct. Those will
be funded by grant funding there. The soft costs include the
construction management and inspection services, as well as the
construction support by the design engineer on the project.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Also, I had not paid
attention to this in reading the staff report, but the number of
parking spaces that will be in the new lot, will they be the
same number of spaces, or anymore-?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: There actually be three
less spaces. Currently, there's 67. Once we're complete,
there'll be 64, and primarily we're able to gain some spots by
getting rid of the staircase in between. Right, but the ADA
requirements, particularly the van access, limits the amount of
spaces there, and, thanks to our traffic engineer, we were able
to come up with a plan to, in the area, increase the number of
spaces once the project is done.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Sure. So, going back to the
slide about the grants, I did some quick math, and I think you
did too, the grants, where's that, yeah, so that's on, okay,
yeah, slide five, if you can show that. Okay, so that adds up to
31 million dollars, I believe?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so that's 31 million
dollars, and then if you go to the cost, all right, the
projected. So, on slide 11, engineer's estimate is 26 million
dollars, but that doesn't have the cost of the construction
management?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay.

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: So, on the staff report,
as Mayor Lesser said, we included that as part of the 3 million.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Sure. Yeah.

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: We reported a sub cost.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So it'll be three million
dollars? So, it's 26 plus three?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Plus, three, correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, and then how about
contingency?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Well, that typically, it,

we do about ten percent contingency, but we'll determine that
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once we get a contractor on board, and, well, once we make an
evaluation of selection, we'll discuss contingency with the
contractor and make a determination on that wvalue.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, 26 and three is 29, and
then the contingency, you say, is 10%. Would that be, so about
another three million for contingency?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: 2.6 million.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Two point, so there's no
contingency on the construction?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Yes, there will be --.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: On the construction
management, I'm sorry.

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: On the construction
management, no. No.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: No.

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Those are professional
services.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, another 2.6. So, you're
31.6. How about the deferred income from the lot there, because
that generally contributes to the general fund and the parking
fund, so we're going to be giving up 67 spaces for what you
estimate to be a year.

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: I don't know

what the estimate would be, but in that period of time, because
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the parking lot will be closed. You're right, that revenue will
not be something that's coming into the city from the parking
lot itself.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So, I did some rough
calculations, and that's about a 1.365 million dollars, is what
the income that that would generate at 90% occupancy, that the
parking revenue, and then the ticketing revenue as well. So,
that would need to be added into the cost of this project. As
well. Right?

MAYOR LESSER: I see the City Manager would like to
speak. May she address that for you? The City Manager?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah.

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I don't have a calculation,
but those, that revenue goes into the County Lots Fund, not the
General Fund. Just to clarify.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: I'm sorry, say that again,
please?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: And that revenue from that
parking lot goes into the County Lots Fund.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Parking sites go into the
General Fund. So, it'll be not --.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: The citations go into.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Citations.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: And how much of that do we
get? Because don't we get a participation on that for
maintaining that lot?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: I'll defer to our Finance
Director.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And your question, can I
clarify another gquestion you had, whether that gets into, added
into the cost of the project.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Well, it's, we're not making
the money.

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: Yes, so, would you mind
just restating your question one more time for me, please?

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: We're going to demolish the
parking lot, and it's going to take about a year to bring it
back, so that's money we're not getting during the majority of
the park, during the summertime from that parking lot. So, does
that get calculated, I mean, we're, where we're going to make it
up 1in the General Fund, in the?

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: So, I don't believe that
was addressed in tonight's item, which was a general update on
the project, but we could certainly come back with that analysis
for everyone's full awareness. But, yes, the metered revenue
that is generated by the County lots there goes into its own

fund to operate and maintain those lots. So.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so it's lost revenue?

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: From the County lots?
Yes, it would be.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. Let's see. This is the
first that I heard that there's a plan to turn Ocean Drive to a
one-way north? I don't think that was presented in any of the
public presentations.

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Good evening, Mayor, City
Council. To answer your question, Pro Tem Franklin, this plan
for moving, or making Ocean Drive one way northbound is a
temporary measure only during construction time.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Oh, okay.

TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Yeah, that's to manage the
flow of traffic around this construction site.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, good. No, that's fine,
because, as you know, that's a pretty busy street with Junior
Guard and camps and everything. Okay, great, thank you. Thank
you for clarifying that. And the, there was also no contingency
for maintenance. As we've seen with the regular 28 Street Storm
Drain project, we were taking the maintenance out of our General
Fund until we did a Proposition 218 vote to increase the subsidy
from residents for that, so what is the estimated amount for
annual maintenance, or repair and replace, or these are pretty

sophisticated machines down by the ocean, mixing fresh water?
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SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Yeah. Our latest estimate
provided by our design engineers, about 150,000 a year for
maintenance. Just to recap, it's only going to be operational
during rain events, so it's not a year-round, and really the
maintenance for the project is really to clean out the trash
capture on, for the project from the system there, and then
maybe some occasional maintenance. When I say occasional, maybe,
you know, five, ten years, we'll have to go in and do some clean
out of the dry wells.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. And so, if it exceeds
that, where does the money come from? So, if it exceeds 150,000
a year?

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: I think this is
part of the mandate that we have under the Storm Water Act,
under the MS4 permit, that we are required to capture the trash
and the materials and reduce any of the bacteria that comes into
the ocean. Thankfully, we were able to secure the funding the
majority of the funding for the construction, which is the
capital cost, but they do not provide any O and M costs for
later maintenance, so that is something that the city will be
contributing in the future. And do remember that we received
Measure W local return funds, which are very eligible and will

be utilized for such work.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, aren’t those, though,
already used for the, is this going to replace the 28th Street
storm drain?

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: No, it does not.
This is a bypass capture, so we're going to be trying to bypass
the flow from going directly into the ocean. That flow potential
will still be there; this will try to pump that water out and
put it into the infiltration wells, capture a lot of the trash
and debris beforehand, and, with the infiltration, it'll go
through the natural process of cleaning that, the water before
it enters the water table.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, it goes to the water
table, not directly back into the ocean?

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: The water table
will be the ocean at that particular point, because we're that
close to the ocean; that's going to be the first water body
that's underneath the infiltration area. There's intrusion of
the salt water that comes into the water table. Right? So, in
this particular case, that water is going to be going through
the natural infiltration of the soil, mostly sandy soil that we
have here, and it goes right down into the soil and whatever the
next water table is.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: And so somehow that flows into

the ocean?
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INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: It'll be
connected to the ocean at some point, but it's going through the
natural filtration of the soils.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. All right. Is there any
way to tighten up that annual, you know, the, I mean, that just
seems low to me.

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: Yeah, these are,
obviously these are estimates at this particular point. We have,
I'm not going to say similar, exactly similar devices throughout
the city, whether they be dry wells or capture materials for
trash and debris, and we can tighten that up, but again, these
are just estimates at this point.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes. So, we have the TMDL, but
we don't have filtration wells.

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: Infiltration
wells similar to these, no, we do not.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, we don't. Okay, because
I remember I was trying to get, find out where this has been
deployed, and the only place it's been deployed, with about 20
wells, at LAX.

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: There are very
similar infiltration wells, just on smaller scale and more

dispersed than these here.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. So, the, and forget,
forgive me, I don't know all the agency names, but was Torrance
looked at, was Redondo Beach looked at, was Hermosa Beach looked
at?

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: Yeah, this, we,
as collective cities, work through this grouping. This
particular location is an outfall that comes and captures 60% of
the flows from within the City of Manhattan Beach, plus some
contributing areas that come into the same storm drain system
from the neighboring cities, as you mentioned. Therefore,
because it's 60% of that flow is generated within the City of
Manhattan Beach, the city took that lead and try to capture all
of that as much as possible before it goes through the outfall
that's occurring in our city.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so there are beach
reports; we see those, and we look at them eagerly when they
come out. How has Manhattan Beach been doing for the last 10 or
15 years for that?

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: That I'm going
to defer, to our Civil Engineer.

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: So, at this particular out
fall, during wet weather events, so the way the reports are
done, there's dry weather events and wet weather events, right.

So, the grades during dry weather were good, right. It's the wet
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weather events that give us a non-passing grade. So, depending
on the year that you look at, it could be a D, it could be an F,
and it's all contingent on the amount of water, the amount of
rainfall that we get in any given year on how bad the grade
report is.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. But they, I mean, so
what's a non-passing grade? I mean, isn't it A, B, C, D?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Well, a D or an F.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: And beach closures. I mean,
are we graded on a scale?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: No, we're not graded a
scale. It's, the report is basically how many days of closure is
how it's determined, how the grade's determined by Heal the Bay.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Any other questions at this time? If
not, actually, did you want to make one addition? Yes, please.

FINANCE DIRECTOR BRETTHAUER: Yes, I just wanted to
make one more comment and say that we do have a few years before
the construction process ends, and so we'll be fully, you know,
completing more analysis on the maintenance costs, as well as
any revenue impacts, and we'll be building those into future
budgets. So, more to come on that during our budget process as

well.
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MAYOR LESSER: Great, thank you. Okay, I'd like to open
this item up to public comment. Any members of the public that
care to address this item that are in chamber, please come down
to the dais.

PUBLIC COMMENTER BOB GRAHAM: Thank you, Mayor and
Councilmembers. My name is Bob Graham; I have lived on 23rd
Street for over 40 years. I was pleased to see that there's
significant discussions about traffic flow that's going to occur
during construction. We all hope we live in Manhattan Beach. At
18 months it's really realistic; I haven't seen any projects in
Manhattan Beach less than two plus years. But I would like to
ask the city, and when they come to the next community meeting,
that they expand the analysis of the traffic flow to include
from Marine Avenue south of the construction site to two or
three blocks north of the construction site. There's going to be
a lot of traffic going up and down 23rd Street, up and down 26th
Street, and on Marine, and further north; we'd like to see a
much more detailed study on what that traffic is going to be
like. I commend the idea of Ocean Avenue being one way; you
might consider 26th Street being one way, 23rd Street being one
way, and the signs are nice, but they aren't really telling the
story of what we who live in the area can expect, especially
from a traffic flow and from the struggle for parking. So, I'd

like to see that traffic study expanded significantly and
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brought to the community to, for us to review, and actually,
mostly, send it out to us in advance, because that's a very
difficult document to read to really see where all the parking
is going to be and the extra parking. So, thank you very much.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Mr. Graham.

UNIDENTIFIED PUBLIC COMMENTER: Good evening, Mayor
Lesser and City Council. First thing I'd like to ask is, for a
project of this magnitude, it seems to me like perhaps three
minutes would be a reasonable amount of time to speak rather
than two. I'm not quite sure I understand why two minutes is the
new number. Is there a reason for that?

MAYOR LESSER: I believe this is the standard that's
set, and we have to be consistent with all items. But you're
welcome to make your comments, and if you need to finish up with
a little extra time, I turn out-

UNIDENTIFIED PUBLIC COMMENTER: Two minutes the
standard?

MAYOR LESSER: I believe it's two minutes, the
standard.

UNIDENTIFIED PUBLIC COMMENTER: Three minutes is, I
just want to make sure I understand. There's three minutes in
the beginning, but two minutes on a project of this magnitude.
Okay. I've been involved with this project for three or four

years. I have to tell you, I had notes to talk about, I am blown
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away. This project, in my opinion, is one of the most
irresponsible projects ever that I've seen approved. It's one of
the largest ever done in Manhattan Beach and the most complex,
the riskiest, and we have Interim Manager Public Works, we have
an Acting something, and we have a brand-new engineer. We have
folks, and I just listen to this, and I know this better than
they know it. I can tell you we have a team ready to go on the
field to fight a huge war and put thousands and thousands of
Manhattan Beach residents through two years of hell, and we are
unprepared. Public outreach has been terrible, non-existent from
a standpoint of effectiveness. We've had all kinds of outreach,
if you want to call it that, but I will tell you it's been
manipulative; it's omitted material facts; it's been biased
without any question in my mind. If you look at every card that
ever came out, it says, “Come and visit us and listen to hear
how we're improving the water,” not “We're closing the parking

4

lot,” not “We're closing Manhattan Avenue,” not “It's going to
disrupt 6,000 cars a day,” “It's going to be gridlock on
Highland.” This has been known for five years. Why hasn't there
been a study done? Why hasn't there been a parking mitigation
study done? Why isn't it done? You've had five years to put this
together, but yet you've improved this project without any of

that. I don't get it. I don't get it. You have a lot on your

agenda, I hear you, but this is the most expensive, complex,
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risky, and probably the largest or second largest project ever
undertaken in Manhattan Beach, and we are unprepared for it. It
feels to me and to my neighbors, and I'm a ground zero, that no
one cares about us, and no one cares about the thousands of
Manhattan Beach citizens and voters who are going to be driving
on Highland for two years in gridlock. Anybody who cares about
that? So, that's all I have to say.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JERRY JOHNSON: Honorable Mayor and
City Councilmembers, my name is Jerry Johnson. I've been a
resident of Manhattan Beach for, since 1969. Just going to
highlight a couple of points here. I've been opposed to this
ever since I first learned about it. It's a huge, untested
project, and it's not needed. System clogging could cause backup
and overflow. County beach debris cleanup already exists. So let
me get into that as fast as I can here. This design concept is
untested; there may be nothing comparable in scale or similar
function, especially in the middle of a densely populated
coastal area. The proposed sedimentation system, with
infiltration trench and dry wells, could be woefully inadequate
to handle high volumes of runoff from the basins during heavy
and frequent storms, especially if the sea, if the seasonal
phenomenon of atmospheric rivers prevails. System clogging the
project's sedimentation system, if the sediment happens to

overflow and seal the bottom surfaces of the dry wells, or if
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the sedimentation trench, if these overfill, or start, or if the
shunt line going north over to the existing 28th Street beach
outfall is blocked or can't handle the volume, that's going to
be bad. If that happens, runoff water piling up in the facility
could spread laterally through the adjacent sand, endangering
the integrity of nearby streets and home foundations. As an
aside - -.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. I'll give you just a few
seconds left if you can wind up your thoughts, please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JERRY JOHNSON: Great. I'm reminded of
that old song that Sinatra and Bennett, Tony Bennett, used to

7

sing, “I'm Getting Sentimental Over You,” remember that, back
from the 50's, I guess?

MAYOR LESSER: Yeah.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JERRY JOHNSON: Anyway, I'm thinking
the facility operators might retitle that to “I'm Getting
Sediment All Over You.”

MAYOR LESSER: Got it.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JERRY JOHNSON: Anyway, I don't think
the project is really needed. It ain't broke, don't fix it. You
know, it's too late for this now, but I'm hoping that my

comments might factor into some mitigative action as it

proceeds, and --.
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MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, sir. Can you finish up,
because I think we have others who would like to speak as well.

PUBLIC COMMENTER JERRY JOHNSON: Yes.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER THORNTON STONE: Hi, I'm Thornton
Stone. I'm a licensed professional mechanical engineer. I have
background that include dynamics system control. I've been
involved; I got involved late in this when I heard about it. I
came and spoke at a council meeting about flow concerns I had.
The more I've looked at this, the worse it looks. Things,
sedimentation, the terminology that's used in describing what

7

you're going to accomplish, terms like “most,” “improve,”

(4

“reduced,” “we're going to try.” This isn't what engineering
does. You sign up to a contract; you have a requirement set.
I've never seen a good requirement set for this, nothing. I've

reached out and offered professional help and advice, and I

realized that the people who were involved had no idea about,

and had done none of the flow analysis and system sizing sets of

work that this type of project absolutely demands. And things
like comments today of, “Well, we'll go and clean out the wells
in 10 or 15 years.” Well, what, is this a 50-year life thing?
The wells, it's, once you said you have a sedimentational,

there's no flocculation in it, there's no calculations, there's

no present, I asked for, “What is your analysis?” I was trying
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to do this not in a public event venue; I tried to come, “Can I
help you? Can I look at this? Just show me what you have,” and
just the lack of cooperation, and what impressed me is the lack
of technical knowledge and expertise in doing something very
different. I mean, this set of people involved in this, they do
a lot of good work, they're real engineers. They do, you know,
they build things that, but they're not, this isn't their
bailiwick. And the, you’re sitting right on top of an ocean
aquifer. Just the difference between a steady state, steady flow
condition analysis that, and a transient analysis, it changes
entirely the outcome, the sets of things, and this is Jjust even
at first level, assuming you have sand everywhere, that there's
no previous sedimentation from railroad lines, other
construction, other works, other lines in the way, no one has
done a flow analysis. You're going to spend 30 million dollars,
you're sensitive to a level of, “Well, what is our 250,000? What
if that goes to 300,000?” And you've got a 30-million-dollar
project that's hand-waved through, that, well, now somebody's,
you know, this is all --.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER THORNTON STONE: -- (inaudible), but
what if you get with another five bucks,” you know, it, none of

it looks good.
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MAYOR LESSER: Mr. Stone, if you could summarize your
conclusion, that'd be helpful.

PUBLIC COMMENTER THORNTON STONE: Alright. The other
concerns that have been raised are legit, you should be
concerned much more about the technical aspect of this, and do
you have a sound technical plan.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay.

PUBLIC COMMENTER THORNTON STONE: If you don't --.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER THORNTON STONE: You can put this all
together and it's going to fail, and then you're going to have a
problem. And I noticed there was no insurance against technical
failure included in what you're doing.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER THORNTON STONE: Thank you for
listening to me.

PUBLIC COMMENTER BARBARA JOHNSON: Hi, I'm Barbara
Johnson, and thank you, Mayor and Council people, for listening
to me. I'm, the wheelhouse is not mine in this direction, but I
have gone to all the meetings that I know about when we had them
over at the other building across from Polliwog Park, and so I
have listened to what the project is supposed to be doing.
There's a couple things that I have here, and one thing is the

gentleman said about our beaches being closed and I don't know
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how many times Manhattan Beach actually has been closed. It
could have been, but I don't remember any. So, that's something
that really touched me there. The unknown costs. I hope the
companies in business ten years down the line but what if
they're not? Who's paying the cost to repair things? Is there
insurance policies on that? The council, I believe, and maybe
I'm misspeaking this, but I believe the council approved this
project without knowing all that annual maintenance costs and
everything. And then the parking, loss of the parking amount
that we will lose. I understand, I haven't read this myself, but
someone informed me that the president in Hermosa Beach City
Council terminated a similar infiltration project due to
identical concerns raised by the residents. And it just seems
like maybe we should talk to Hermosa Beach before we do anymore.
Thank you for your time.

MAYOR LESSER: Great, thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER CHRISTINE CHAPMAN: Good evening,
Mayor and Councilmembers. My name's Christine Chapman. I'm a
resident of Manhattan Beach and I'm right at the 2700 block of
Manhattan Avenue. I represent a few of our neighbors, those of
which work from home. And we are deeply concerned about this
project and what is the impact it's going to have on our daily
lives. We also have driveways that lead right to Manhattan

Avenue. So, we do have some concerns with trash pickup. What's
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that going to look like? Where are we going to park? We do have

garages, but are we going to be able to access our garages? And

has there been any thought to subsidies for us if we are working
from home, or we have neighbors that run their businesses out of
their home, that they are going to have loss of use. So, what is
going to happen in those instances where we have loss of use of

our property? Thank you very much.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER CHRISTINE CHAPMAN: One more thing, I
wanted to bring up. Heal the Bay also just rated 28th Street
water and A plus. That's right where we are, right where this
project's going to be. And that's one out of only seven beaches
in LA County. So, why are we doing this if we Jjust got rated A
plus water in Manhattan Beach? Thank you very much.

PUBLIC COMMENTER CHRISTY MILLER: Hi, I'm Christy
Miller. I am a resident on 27th Street. And my issues are when
this all goes into effect, parking, the emergency vehicles, how
are they going to access? How are these fire trucks gonna make
it down 27th Street with the new set up of moving the parking to
the south side of the street? Right now, the fire truck, when
they go down our street and they have to make that cut into
Bayview, it's a three-point turn with no parking on either side
of the street. They just, there's a driveway and then it's open.

So, when they go, they can make that turn. But if you're gonna
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have cars parked there, they're not gonna be able to make that
turn. And how are the emergency vehicles going to get to us
people if the roads are all blocked off? What's the time frame
gonna be? Another point is never have I seen any of our beaches
in Manhattan Beach closed. I've never seen a closed sign in
front of 27th Street. I've lived there for 42 years. My kids
grew up on that beach, never has I seen. And the other one is,
as she just said, that we got an A plus. And even if we didn't
get the A plus, we are allowed 17 days a year of dirty outflow
from there and do we really have, maybe in the last four years
we've had over 17 days, but if you took it over 50 years, we
don't have 17 days of hard, hard rain that just filters in.
Anyways, those are my opinions. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Are there other members of the public in
chambers that would like to speak on this item? Seeing none.
Martha, is anybody on Zoom that cares to speak on this item?

DEPUTY CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Yes, we have Ashley
Anderson.

MAYOR LESSER: Please, you may proceed.

ASHLEY ANDERSON: Hi there, Councilman, Councilmembers.
I am a nearby neighbor of 28th and I just wanted to say that,
you know, this project seems to carry some serious financial,
environmental, and neighborhood risk that haven't been fully

analyzed or disclosed. And so, for that reason and for the
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reason of, I'm not sure this is a need that we need to do. And
like everyone else said, 28th Street has never, the beaches have
never been closed. We have that heal the bay quality rating that
came in as A plus. And it seems that, you know, just removing
about 80 parking spaces, rerouting traffic to Highland and the
neighboring streets all without a strong, you know, mitigation
plan, it seems a bit irresponsible. Thousands of residents are
possibly going to be directly affected by this. And, you know,
it just seems that there's not a strong plan to support it. And
if Hermosa Beach terminated nearly identical project after the
residents over there raised similar concerns. I think that's
something to be looked into. As of now, I suggest we pause the
project and you require further review about the risk, the cost
and some of the alternatives, because I would hate to see this
become a regrettable decision in Manhattan Beach’s history.
Thank you so much.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Are there any other
individuals who would like to speak by Zoom?

DEPUTY CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no other request.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Is there anybody else in council
chambers that would care to speak on this item? If not, I'll
close public comment. And I would like to start by asking staff
to answer some of the questions that we just heard to the extent

we can. And if we can't, there's going to need to be some
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further follow up to address some of the open questions. So
first, there's a comment that the gquestion the city is
unprepared for this project, that they haven't done enough of
the analytics to lead up to this on the engineering standpoint
and the feasibility of this type of project. How can you
respond?

ACTING CITY ENGINEER GAMBOA: So good evening, City
Council. This is acting city engineer Gilbert Gamboa. First,
like I said, I appreciate the concerns on the project.
Definitely, the construction is going to be an inconvenience. We
do. We did hire CWE is our design engineer record. They're
available here to go over some of the hydrology, the needs for
the project. We also have we have a geostantic that can speak to
the water quality. As far as the grades for the project there,
when they get the A plus grade, that was during the dry weather
season. Wet weather seasons. We've seen us exceed. So, the need
for the project is we've exceeded TMGL over time. We just
haven't been penalized by the state on that. So that's just,
that will come down the line. Now, we need to, we need to, we
need to address this, you know, that 28th Street outfalls by
capturing some of the pollutants on that end of it. Any time
there's an overflow, any time there's a heavy wet weather
rainfall like that, we have, there's a bypass to the system on

that end of it. So, the system is designed for what we're
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proposing to construct on that end of it. So we are, we have
prepared, we've been doing, we've been looking at this for five
years. We have a professional consulting design firm on board
that we design on this. We have water quality issues that we
need to deal with. And this is how; this is the solution we're
coming up with. We're going to take a deeper dive at the end of
October as far as the traffic impacts, access, all those kinds
of things at the PPIC meeting with our traffic engineer. And
then, we're going to implement those through our mitigated
negative deck and implement those in construction.

MAYOR LESSER: There are a number of questions about
the potential for disruption and clogging. I'm just wondering to
what extent you can address that. I can recall seeing far more
in-depth studies in the past when this project was originally
approved. But how can you address those concerns today?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Why don't, I think Katie
from CWE is on the line here. She's our design engineer. She
should be able to answer these questions in greater detail.

MAYOR LESSER: I think that would be helpful. Thank
you.

KATIE: Hi this is Katie. Can you hear me?

MAYOR LESSER: Yes. Please, proceed.

KATIE: Great. Yes. So, the project does include a

trash capture system as well as a sedimentation system to
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address trash. There was some discussion about clogging or
concerns about clogging in the existing main line. So, we're not
impacting the hydraulic capacity of the existing main line. The
existing main line that outfalls into the ocean is owned and
operated by LA County flood control district. And as part of the
project, we are required to get a permit from them. And through
that process we had to perform hydraulic modeling to demonstrate
that the diversion structure and the proposed improvements will
not interfere with the hydraulic capacity during a storm event
or a design flow. So, when the system is full or if our proposed
system in any case was for some reason clogged the existing main
line would not be impacted. So, you're not going to see water
spilling out at the 28th Street diversion or things like that.
So, that has been accounted for in the design of the project in
terms of trash and sedimentation stormwater flow is really
variable in terms of how much trash and pollutants it carries.
And that's why sometimes the beach sees exceedances and
sometimes it does not. Because of that variability we design
systems that can, can handle the variable flows. So, sometimes
it will be a small trickle flow rate and sometimes there'll be a
high flow event associated with the storm. And as a reminder,
this drainage area does receive runoff from Polliwog Park. So,
runoff captured at Polliwog Park is slowly discharged over time

to this outfall. And so that's where I know there was a comment
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about maybe there's not 17 days of heavy rain, but there is a
continuous discharge from Polliwog after rain for at least three
days, depending on the rain, the storm size. But so, these, the
trash capture system and the sedimentation system will require
periodic inspection and maintenance, especially in the first few
years after implementation. The city will be inspecting the
system to understand how quickly it fills and how often it needs
to be empty. And so that proactive approach will also allow the
system to be continuously operated over the life of the project.

MAYOR LESSER: There was a reference to a flow
analysis. Is that consistent with what you just described or is
that a separate additional type of analysis?

KATIE: There may be a few different. So, we did do a
hydrologic study. So, that looks at what the anticipated flow
rates are that are entering the system. That was performed at
the design level. And so, the pump station and the components
are all sized and the pipelines that are being constructed as
part of the project are sized based on the flow rate that we
found through that hydrologic study. The determining factor of
how big the storm. So, we're not capturing an entire storm
event. And this is a water quality project and water quality is
typically the worst at the beginning of the storm, because
that's when all the rain falls onto the surface and the drainage

area and it's running and all the pollutants that have
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accumulated over the dry season are then flow into the storm
drain. And then over time as it continues to rain, that
pollutant load lowers. And so, as part of the reasonable
assurance analysis that was done as part of the enhanced
watershed management program, there was extensive modeling on a
watershed scale that identified how much flow this project
should capture to help mitigate pollutant loads. And I know that
Eddie mentioned that Chris Wessel is on a call from Geosynthetic
and he was involved more on that side of the study. So, there's
multiple levels that the flow rate was now analyzed. One on the
larger watershed scale and then one for the project specific
scale.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, let me have you stand by. We may
have more questions for you, but I have a question then for
staff and perhaps for our city attorney. And that has to do with
why we're proceeding with this. My understanding is this is not
just simply an elected project. It is based on our MS4 permit
and we're obligated to proceed. So, it's not just a feel-good
project, but one it's required. And second, there are grant
monies to help pay for it. Who's best able to address the
history that led to the approval of this project?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: I can start and I think Ted
could probably add to it. But yeah, so back in 2012, I believe a

lawsuit was filed against L.A. County on the MS4. And the
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litigation has been going on ever since. But L.A. County has
lost in the initial stages of the lawsuit after about eight
years. The concern is the fines that were mentioned before. I
think it's up to what, $64,000 a day, something. It's a large
amount, but maybe you guys can amplify that.

INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: Mayor, if I may,
actually, as we mentioned, Chris Russell is with us from
Chiosintac. He may elaborate a little bit more. I can tell you
historically, as Mr. Quinn has articulated, the MS4 permit has
mandated a lot of work for the cities to be able to do and
capture any of the runoff that comes out of their systems. In
this particular case, this, as we mentioned, is carrying 60% of
the outflow that's coming through the 28th Street from the city
of Manhattan Beach. And therefore, the water board has basically
mandated that this water be cleaned up. And as Eddie had
mentioned earlier, in 2024, they mandated that you capture this
and reduce it, or they will start to create fines against the
agencies that do not do that. And I think that's what not only
prompted and precipitated in the creation of the project as a
joint project, but primarily to capture the flows from within
the city of Manhattan Beach to try to reduce those TMDLs before
they make it out to the ocean.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. I know there are some

questions about traffic, if I could, if we could talk about the
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mitigation plan that's in development at this moment, and also
access for emergency vehicles. Who would be best able to address
that in the evolving mitigation. Traffic plan?

CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Thank you, Mayor
Lesser. Good questions. The traffic mitigation plan is a work in
progress, and it also needs to be reactive to what actually
happens. We have an initial set of traffic flow that we've
designed so that all the streets take a little bit of extra or
diverted traffic that would not be made on that section that's
being closed. The section that's being closed is Manhattan
Avenue between 26th and 27th Street. Incrementally, every little
street will take a little bit because everyone has to go in a
little bit different way. It's hard to analyze what actually
might happen. And so, we're going to be, we have other measures
that could go into effect, such as a left turn pocket on
Highland Avenue, something like that, if it needs to be done. We
wouldn't initially implement that unless we have to. The PPIC
meeting that was mentioned on October 23rd, we'll be getting
more into depth with regard to traffic flow, traffic and
parking. Parking is going to be bad. That's what it is. We are
going to lose over 60 parking spaces for over a year, and that's
going to hurt. We have some backup plans to relieve some of the
residential parking at night using the Grandview school parking

lot in place of what's parked overnight in Bruce's Beach.
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Bruce's Beach might not be used as much in the summertime
because there might not be enough parking around for that.
Construction still goes on with homes in the neighborhood.
That's going to be impacted too. We might look at having
contractors parking remotely and coming in, in different ways to
help relieve some of that parking demand in the neighborhood
during the day. So, those are all measures that we're looking at
to see if we have to implement those too. With regard to the
emergency access, we definitely design all of our parking so
that we can provide for turning radiuses at our intersections.

MAYOR LESSER: I presume then at that PPIC meeting, we
can address some of the neighbors. Other questions, everything
from trash pickup to access to?

CIT TRAFFIC ENGINEER ZANDVLIET: Yes, so for instance,
the trash routes will be modified so that they can maneuver
around and take access for trash. Street sweeping, the same
thing for that.

MAYOR LESSER: And there was a request to extend the
area of study north of this particular area to better understand
traffic flow. And I presume, as you just said, it's going to
depend on an evaluation as it progresses. Is that right?

CITY TRAFFIC ENGINEER ERIK ZANDVLIET: Yes, it's very

organic in that sense.
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MAYOR LESSER: Okay, I don't want to hog the mic. Other
colleagues have questions?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I appreciate you asking those
questions. Thank you, Mr. Mayor.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you, Erik. Okay,
Councilmember comments. Anyone want to get us started?

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you. I just wanted to
follow up on some of the guestions that were asked by the
members of our public. What would happen if we didn't go through
with this project? What alternatives have we considered?

SENIOR CIVIL ENGINEER PECH: Yeah, let's bring in Chris
Wessel from Geosynthetics to answer that. He's been heavily
involved with the original water management group. He can
elaborate further on your question.

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Hi, good evening.

MAYOR LESSER: Good evening.

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: You can hear me?

MAYOR LESSER: Yes.

SENTOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Mayor Lesser and
Council, thanks for having me. Thank you, Eddie. Yeah, my name
is Chris Wessel. I'm a Senior Principal Engineer with

Geosynthetic Consultants. I've been supporting Manhattan Beach
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and the Beach City's watershed management group since they were
founded in 2013 with their watershed management plan and their
monitoring. And so has been mentioned, I've been supporting the
city in various ways on that front. I apologize. I feel like I
was referenced a few times this evening to answer some
questions, so I'd like to make sure that I answer the wvarious
questions. Please, feel free to chime in if I haven't answered
the more recent questions. In approximately 2013, the watershed
management group for the Beach City's was formed. That included
Manhattan Beach, Redondo Beach, Torrance, Hermosa Beach, and the
L.A. County Flood Control District, and that was in response to,
as was referenced earlier, the MS4 permit that manages and
regulates stormwater discharges throughout all those cities. As
required by that permit, the group put together a watershed
management plan that was called short E-WIMP back in 2014-2015,
along with a coordinated monitoring program in 2014. The city's
been implementing that since 2015-2016, collecting various water
quality data as required by the permit throughout the area. The
permit itself, which was kind of re-released, a new iteration of
it was released in 2021. Again, it mandates the water coming out
of all the city stormwater infrastructure. And when you looked
at that data and performed the modeling that was required by the
permit, looking at the historical data, using state of the

practice models, as was referenced earlier, there were really
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two focus areas in the Beach City's group that kind of rose to
the top, if you will, and really required action. One was 28th
Street, the other was Hernando Drain at the boundary of Redondo
and Hermosa. I think, it was referenced tonight that 28th
Street, I believe it really only drains the city of Manhattan
Beach. I think it drains approximately 60% of the city, if I
understand correctly. So, there's not other contributing cities
making up the other 40% at 60% of the city in the Santa Monica
Bay watershed, all Manhattan Beach. So, because of the historic
bacteria data exceedances at this site and the TMDL, which
drives the water quality at the beach outfall, at the beaches
along all of Santa Monica Bay throughout the whole county,
something needed to be done to meet the permit requirements, to
meet those TMDL requirements. There's a few critical dates to
consider in this. The first is actually July 2024, so you know,
a year and a few months ago, the wet weather TMDL standards
became effective. Now, as was mentioned earlier, the city, along
with the Beach cities and the county, have put in a request to
the regional board to extend their deadline another five years.
The request was to give us till July 2029 to get our water
quality data meeting the standards. We are still waiting on
that, but as of now, July 2024 was the critical deadline. This
TMDL came out in 2001-2002, so it's been a little bit of time to

try to get there. I know there was reference to the beach report
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card. I think it was really important clarification. The beach
report card put out by Heal the Bay is not a regulatory report.
It is Heal the Bay, a nonprofit looking to obviously protect the
Bay, looking at the same data and giving a grade. The grade for
wet weather, which is what we are targeting, historically has
been an F at this location. If you look back over the last 15,
it's mostly all Fs. When we have very, very dry years, as we did
last year with approximately five inches of rain, very little
discharge. Obviously, the grades tend to get better. The water
quality 1is typically better. I think what's important to note is
the regulatory driver. If you look at that, and it was
referenced earlier, we're allowed 17 exceedance days a year for
wet weather, and there's specific definitions with that. But if
you just look at the data, over the last 20 years, the city has
exceeded this site at 28th Street has actually exceeded the
standards 11 out of 20 years. The question was recently asked if
looking forward, what would happen? The short answer is now that
the TMDL deadlines are effective, the city would be open to both
mandatory minimum penalties from the regional board and those to
be determined on what those values can be, but they can be
levied based on the number of exceedances, the number of gallons
discharge that exceed, you know, the number of days exceeding,
the number of indicator bacteria that had been exceeding, you

know, it's kind of to be determined since this hasn't been
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levied yet in the bay. But again, those deadlines really have
effectively just become effective over the past year. On top of
that, you open yourself to third party lawsuits, which is from
a, excuse me, a financial standpoint, I think is much larger
kind of risk in terms of financials. But the other main thing to
mention is that if and when you start does, the regulators do is
you get mandatory minimum penalties, but then you're forced to
take action. And being forced to take action effectively in this
case would mean building projects to divert stormwater, right,
keeping the bacteria laden stormwater out of the ocean,
effectively doing what we are proposing to do what the city is
proposing to do with this project right now. So, I think to not
build the project would mean exposing yourself to fines,
exposing yourself to lawsuits, if you know, water quality
continues, which I think the expectation would be that it is and
then figuring out, you know, a solution to divert stormwater,
either some other way or in the same way proposed, which at that
point, you know, would lose its the grant funding that the
city's received at this point. So, I think I've tried to touch
on a number of things, but happy to answer other questions that
Council may have.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Can I follow up on that? Have,
in the analysis to identify this particular location, did you

consider other diversion diversionary measures? Were there other
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locations that we could have diverted to that would have been as
effective as this location?

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Yeah, great
question. So, other locations were definitely considered. Other
locations that would have been effective? The answer is no. The
benefit of this location is multifold. But one is it's at the
outlet. And that becomes a real big deal, because the main
protection for the city is if you aren't discharging, you are in
compliance. So, whatever the receiving water is, if you're not
contributing to that exceedance, then you can't be held liable
for that exceedance. And so ultimately, that means, you know,
for bacteria, especially because there's so much of it, it's
ubiquitous. If you are discharging to the ocean, and there's an
exceedance, even if you're discharging very little, you can
still be held liable as a contributor to that. So, to have a BMP
at the outfall is really best-case scenario. The other item is
simply the soil conditions for infiltration are substantially
higher, generally speaking, and so you just get better
infiltration capacity, and therefore you can handle more water.
I should note that the analysis of looking back if we, if we
were to look backwards, over the past, again, I said 20 years
since monitoring has really started, and the city exceeded 11 of
those 20, we could probably throw one out because of the amount

of rainfall we got in 20 to 23 was, was pretty extreme. And so,
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it was greater than the year used to create the TMDL. So, the
city can't really be held liable for that. So, even if we said
10 out of 20, if the project were there, and we looked at the
same data and the same amount of discharge, the city would have
been in complete compliance over those 20 years, just from
strictly a water capture perspective, the number of exceedance
days every year would have been less than 17, instead of, you
know, half of them being above 17. So, I think gquite telling,
again, that's looking backwards. And then, you know, the model
looking forward, of course, shows similar results. But it's
helpful to actually look backwards at the actual data we have.
And to say, we never would have been above 17 for the last 20
years, you know, had this project been in place and diverted
according to the design.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Question?

MAYOR LESSER: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Mayor Pro Tem, before I call on you,
because I see with like, I just wanted to clarify with staff,
again, what the purpose of this item is for tonight, as I
understand it, this is an update. There's no action that's
requested by Council other than to receive and file this update.

Is that correct?
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INTERIM PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR SEMAAN: That is correct
Mayor.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Thank you. Mayor, Pro Tem
Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes. So, my, I got two
questions. Number one, what of our what are our neighboring
cities doing? Obviously, there's commingling of water from
Redondo Beach outfalls and Hermosa Beach outfalls and El Segundo
outfalls. I mean, that water comes and spreads itself to our
two-mile beach. So, that's number one. What are they doing? And
number two, to what extent did we exceed the standards on those
11 or you're going to give us the 10 years? Was it a huge
extent? Was it just barely? Was it? Can you give us an idea
there?

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Yeah, happy to. I
can answer your second question first. I mean, I'm, I guess, am
I allowed to share my screen?

MAYOR LESSER: Madam City Clerk?

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: I can just tell you,
I mean, there's some years, I'm looking at exceedance years 21
days. So that's four more than, than 17, 23 days, 19 days, 27
days, 21 days, 21, 22, 24, 18, 37, 21. Those are, those are all
the exceedance years above 17. So, yeah, that's the I guess the

answer to the question. Again, this is a very significantly
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driven by the hydrology, right? The amount of rainfall we get,
the number of discharge days that we get, we sample this, this
site is sampled five days a week, every week out of the year.
So, you know, 260 samples or so.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, the sample is taken out
right near our outfall?

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Correct. Yeah, in
the end. Yep, correct.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Is there a possibility that in
that water there is? I mean, when I go out swimming in the
ocean, there are currents that you know, go from North to South,
certain times of the years and South to North on the other times
of years. Isn't that water coming from other places?

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Certainly, you get
commingling in the ocean, you get, you get also get dilution. We
also have data of the water in the storm drain itself. There's
no question that during what weather events it is, you know,
bacteria indicator bacteria is pretty ubiquitous and above
standards.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: I'm looking at the effect in
the in the ocean.

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Sure. So.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: And it gets diluted with

millions of others gallons of water.
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SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: So, I think there's
two important considerations here, the data at the outfall
itself. There's also data up and down the coast. And typically,
what you see i1s where there's no outfall, the bacteria data is
better, though the water quality is better. And in other words,
bacteria levels adjacent to outfalls are worse because of the
water quality of the bacteria coming into them from those
outfalls. This is why the low flow diversions are so effective
during dry weather. The second important consideration and why
this project is so valuable given its location is if, as I
mentioned before, if you are not contributing, then you are not
liable. So, the way this project is designed, and Katie can jump
in, if I have this wrong, I'm not the design engineer, but I
think in one inch storm, you know, anything under that
effectively is going to be captured, which means you won't be
discharging or contributing. So, whatever the water quality
measured in the ocean for that event, i1f Manhattan Beach, if the
BMP is online and capturing and working properly, well, then you
can't be held liable for that exceedance, even if there's an
exceedance in the ocean.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, what are our neighbors
doing?

SENTIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Yeah, great

question. So again, this project I think is unique because it's
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just Manhattan Beach’s stormwater. Herondo, where you have
Torrance, Redondo and Hermosa, you have a small, I think you get
about 20 acres of Manhattan Beach actually discharged to Herondo
as well. But for the most part, it's those other three cities.
Torrance recently went through a large project that upgraded
three large retention basins they have to capture and infiltrate
water at a higher level to reduce their discharge. Redondo Beach
has multiple projects, one in the works right now, it's in
design. It's called Fulton Playfield, if any of you are aware of
this site where they are capturing and infiltrating water
underground at a local park. They're also looking at dry wells
throughout the city. Hermosa Beach, as was referenced, there was
originally a plan for a shared project at the Greenbelt. Because
that project fell through, Hermosa Beach is looking at other
projects, including dry well and infiltration at other locations
as they look to manage their runoff. So, the various cities,
they all have commitments in the watershed management program to
put in projects by 2029. Again, that's assuming the TSO goes
through.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you.

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Yep.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, Council colleagues, any further

comments for this receive and file item?
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: No, this is very helpful
though.

MAYOR LESSER: Because I do have one and that is I
think our city website does have a robust website dedicated to
this project. But I'm hearing additional questions from the
public that are not as directly answered as perhaps they could.
I'd 1like to see more links. I mean, there's council consensus on
this to ensure that the website really has more information on
it that's responsive to some of the comments that we've received
here this evening. I presume there would be any objection to
that.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Well, what were some of the
language that --.

MAYOR LESSER: I think your mic might be off?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Is my mic not on? It says. This
one is on. Sorry, can you hear me?

MAYOR LESSER: There you go.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.

MAYOR LESSER: I want to hear what you have to say.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: The last person who spoke and
I'm sorry, I'm forgetting, was it Chris?

SENIOR PRINCIPAL ENGINEER WESSEL: Yes. No problem.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Hi. I thought that a lot of the

information that he gave us was in a, this is going to sound
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silly, maybe a language that is more understandable or relatable
to those who don't live in the world of eWIMP and MS4 and, you
know, that kind of stuff. So, whatever language we impart, some
of that language would be very useful in that type of language
so that we can --.

MAYOR LESSER: Very good. All right, any other
Councilmember comments?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Relate.

MAYOR LESSER: Yeah, sorry, Mayor Pro Tem Franklin,
please go ahead.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Thank you. So, I feel for the
many residents in the area of 28th Street filtration project.
They face at least two years of construction, noise and dust in
front or near their homes. They face additional traffic
obstructions, large trucks and machineries operating more yards,
and mere yards from their windows and doors many hours a day.
They face the loss of much needed parking spaces with the 15-to-
18-month closure of the Bruce's Beach parking lot impacting
visits by friends and caregivers. They face the inconvenient
closure of Manhattan Avenue between 26 and 27th street to
vehicular, and pedestrian traffic for six to nine months and
likely longer. We all face, and we all face an uncertain final
cost of this project as detailed contingency costs have not been

added to the 29 million dollars this project is expected to
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cost. Contingency costs for previous large projects have been 10
to 15 percent which could add another four to five million
dollars to the final cost. This puts a potential financial
burden on present and future residents, similar to the decades-
long 28th Street storm order fund shortfall previous councils
have had to deal with. We all face the added cost of the loss of
revenue due to the complete closure of the Bruce's Beach parking
lots. There are 68 parking spaces located west of Bruce's Beach
Park at approximately 90% occupancy and essentially would be 90
thousand dollars per month in parking citation revenue that is
lost, that wasn’t calculated. The loss of these funds will reach
approximately one million three hundred and fifty thousand
dollars, or a percentage thereof, adding further burden to our
general and parking funds and overall budget. We all will face
the financial burden today and in the future by the ongoing
maintenance or repair or replacement cost for which I've still
not received any detailed report. This could also add up to
several millions of dollars over the life of the project.
Another concern is the traffic corridor is ill-equipped to
handle evacuation in case of natural and man-made disasters,
like we have shockingly seen this past year and as recently as
last week. And at the top of these concerns is this project will
be overseen by a Public Works Department where a director isn’t

even hired yet. We on council owe it to all residents to
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minimize the impact on their lives and property values, no
matter where they live. Mayor Lesser, I would like to propose a
motion on this project so these serious issues can be addressed
and so the project can be completed with the utmost fiscal and
operational confidence and expediency. What I’'d like to see is
it be put on hold until there’s a complete finalization of
finances, there’s a complete parking study, when there’s a
complete traffic study, and when there’s more outreach done to
the residents in that area. There were two over the course of
the last five years. One was at the site that was poorly
attended, great effort but very poorly attended, because the
residents didn’t really know what was going on, and that was in
October of 2023. And then there was another outreach session in
Manhattan Heights, of all places, why there, I don’t know, and
that was on February of 2024. So, I make a motion that we put
this project on pause until these remedies are taken care of.

MAYOR LESSER: Let me ask a clarifying.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Full-transparency.

MAYOR LESSER: Question for the City Attorney. Based on
how this item has been noticed, do we even have the ability to
entertain such a motion on this item?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: No, under the agenda, this was a
receive and file matter. There was no action requested, and so

the public did not have an opportunity to, if the council were
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to get, if there were a second to this motion, and there are
three votes to approve it, that would not comply with the Brown
Act.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: And before I leave that topic,
my earlier I want to correct myself. The sixty-four thousand
dollars fine probably would not apply to Manhattan Beach; I
don’t believe we have wetlands, so it’s more ten thousand
dollars a day as the standard fine.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, Mayor Pro Tem, because you were
making a motion, I want to give you an opportunity to ask and
questions you have.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so would I be able to do
that in a future agenda item?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes. Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you. I hear what the Mayor
Pro Tem is saying, and I definitely hear what our residents are
saying. I live in the general vicinity of that area. I have a
lot of friends who live right, I know it’s going to be a huge
impact. From my perspective, I know we’ve had outreach with the
community, we’ve had a full hearing on it since I’ve been on

council, and I’'ve been trying to learn more and more about the
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project. It’s my understanding, and I know it almost feels like
we don’t have a choice but to find a solution. And based on what
I’'ve heard so far, this has been in consultation with experts,
the best identified area to do. And I know these big projects
are an inconvenience. When they did the storage facilities over
near MBMS, I know that was a huge inconvenience, but that’s
going to help improve our resiliency. So, I do think, as a city,
there are going to be times that, as residents, we’re going to
be asked to bear some of the burden, like downtown, when we
decide what to do with Parking Lot Three. Those residents are
going to be impacted, so I'm very sympathetic. I live near
Highrose, I’ve been impacted when those residents come in. I
know I’11 be impacted, so I think the decisions that we have to
make are difficult. It’s not that we don’t care and that we’re
not hearing what you’re saying, it’s when we take the totality
of the information that’s being disseminated, and we have a
process that we have to follow. We have rules and laws that we
have to comply with that we have to consider the liabilities of
not doing something, the exposure that we have to our city. So,
that’s why I appreciate the update that’s been given to ensure
that we are complying and in compliance, and we’re taking the
steps necessary. We’re going through the process of listening to
residents and doing what we can to mitigate the effects. There

are going to be traffic impacts, I know that. It’s going to suck
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the next, you know, during that duration, so I'm sympathetic to
that. And, you know, I am, knowing everything that we know and
all the information that we have, I appreciate the updates and
the process that it takes to go through something this huge. So,
thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor, and thank
you for pointing out, you know, this is a receive and file item,
and it's a, you know, it’s an update. But I, too, have concerns.
You know, we had ten residents in the footprint of this
potential project, and they all spoke, and it was over twenty
minutes of, you know, giving us their feedback, and it does
impact that footprint greatly. You know, my concern is, you
know, we do have responsibilities to do this, but I just, you
know, listening to the residents’ concerns, I’'m wondering, you
know, I know this is a receive and file and it’s an update, but,
you know, were they at those meetings that we held that at, you
know, I'm concerned that we didn’t do enough outreach. It
sounds, you know, it sounds almost cliché, but I know we’ve
pushed the information out. But, you know, the residents are
here now with this item, and I’'m concerned that they haven’t had
an opportunity to maybe speak at those events, even one at
Heights I just heard, I didn’t know about but, you know, on the

east side of Manhattan Beach. So, and then just hearing the City
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Attorney indicate the fines are, you know, potentially ten
thousand, and then hearing the gentleman earlier speak to the,
you know, eight or ten days that or eight or ten years that we
were over the seventeen days, one was by four days, two were by
four days, one was by five days, one was by six days. So, I'm
just, I don’t have enough information. I know it’s a receive and
file, but I, too, would like to provide the residents the
information before we continue. But again, it’s a receive and
file, but that’s my.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, councilmember. Councilmember
Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I’'11l beat the horse some
more. Um, yes, so I appreciate my colleagues’ concerns and the
conversation, and I am grateful that so many residents have come
down at this time. I don’t know how many attended each of the
two meetings; I think that there were. So, but this is also an
appropriate time because whatever you might have said at those
meetings we might not hear, right? We’re close to and we but
it’s always better to hear it in person. And, this is one of
those things, you know, we’re talking about project policy back
in August, and we talked about having several public outreach
meetings and months of it. And, you know, it was represented
maybe we don’t need to, maybe we should get this going. This is

why public outreach is so important, right? It’s because not
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every, and this is, again, not, no one here, none of us pay
attention all the time, right? And, you know, until it’s hitting
you, right, like, “Oh, it’s going to start now,” or, “It’s going
to happen now,” or, you know, somebody said, well, the notices
were maybe biased or kind of not transparent because they didn’t
say, ‘Hey, this is going to affect your parking. You know, they
said, ‘Hey, we’re going to do this project.” Now, I’'m going to
flip it now, because those notices aren’t, they don’t know even
at the time how much it’s going to affect your parking, how much
it’s going to affect traffic. Those notices are to inform you of
the project so you can come down and say, “We don’t want it to
affect this,” or, “We’'re afraid it’s going to affect this,” or,
“Let’s hear more about that,” right? We are not supposed to, we
should not tell you ahead of time, you know, we don’t know every
bad or good thing that’s going to happen. As my colleague,
Councilwoman Tarnay, said, actually, I wrote down, “It’s going
to suck.” I don’t think I’ve ever heard anyone say that from the
dais, but now there’s been two of us. I appreciate your
forthrightness. And, you know, it’s going to be no, as you said,
Mayor Pro Tem, noise and dust and parking. However, they’re not,
I don’'t know if it’s misrepresentation, that’s not a nice word.
There was somebody who said, “Hey, there’s been no mitigation
plan for traffic,” but there has been, you know, and it’s going

to be changing. We put it out there, and it’s going to change
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because we want to see what works, and there is a mitigation.
Yeah, you’re going to lose parking, but here’s what we’ve tried
to do to add some. It is going to be a difficult construction
project, and I don’t, I think that we are equipped to handle it.
I think that tonight we got a lot of really good information. It
really, again, we’re not voting on it, and I, but I believe the
information shows that we have this project is absolutely
critical. It’s absolutely needed. It is the right place. There
is an outfall there. It is the right place. I'm sorry, but I
think it is the right place. So, I don’t mind if we want to hear
more information, but I think we can do both. I think we can
receive and file this, but ask to have bigger meetings or more
meetings, and see if we can’t do this or that better. But I
think this is absolutely, crucial and necessary and well
analyzed, actually. So, those are my comments.

MAYOR LESSER: Mr. City Attorney, any action needed
beyond just receiving and filing?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: No.

MAYOR LESSER: Let it be so. We will count the Mayor
Pro Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Mr. Mayor, because there was
updated information about the fine, City Attorney Barrow, you
said it was went from sixty-four thousand to ten thousand

dollars. Is that per day, every day —--.
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CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Or just the day --.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Ten thousand.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: -- of the storms, you know,
that exceeds them?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: They have the potential to fine
you ten thousand dollars per day.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: If it’s not in place, even if
it’s not processing?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Right. And because we’re not
complying, it depends on the days that we don’t comply. As staff
noted earlier, we could have been fined earlier, but we have not
been fined vyet.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so is it ten thousand
dollars for a day that we’re out of compliance in terms of --.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: That’s my understanding, yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: --water quality testing.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes. That we haven’t put in the
necessary measures.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so based upon that
review, we can go back and check on how many days that would

have been.
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CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Yes.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Over twenty years.

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: Probably.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: The item will be received and filed, and
we will take a ten-minute recess. All right, stand in recess.

[RECESS]

ASSISTANT CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: Pegasus, can we go live?
We’re live mister Mayor.
7. CONSIDERATION OF MEMORIAL FOR THE FALLEN PUBLIC ARTWORK
COMMISSION FROM THE PUBLIC ARTS FUND

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. I'd like to call back to
order our City Council meeting of October 7th. We will move on
to item number seven. This is the consideration of a memorial
for the fallen Public Artwork Commission from the Public Arts
Fund.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Good evening,
Honorable Mayor, members of the City Council, Mark Leyman, your
Parks and Recreation Director. Eric Brinkman, our Senior
Recreation Supervisor, will be giving this presentation, but I
did want to take a moment to thank the Cultural Arts Commission
for all of their hard work and also the Art and Public Places

Committee, specifically Gary McAulay, Karen Tokashiki, Suzanne
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Carver, and James Gill for all of their work. So, with that, I
will introduce Eric. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: All right,
good evening, Honorable Mayor Lesser, members of the City
Council. This evening, staff requests that City Council discuss
and provide direction for three items regarding the Memorial for
the Fallen Public Artwork. First, approve the project and its
parameters and authorize the issuance of an RFQ to Commission
the artwork. Number two would be to approve one of the four
proposed locations for the memorial's location and then number
three would be allocate $150,000 from the Public Art Fund to
support the project. To provide you with a bit of background on
how we got to this point back in October 2023, City Council
directed the Parks and Recreation Commission to pursue a
monument honoring Manhattan Beach service members who lost their
lives in active military service. The concept originated with
community member and historian, also veteran, Gary McAulay, who
developed the initial inclusion criteria and compiled a list of
21 eligible service members, including individuals who were
born, raised, lived in, enlisted from, or were otherwise
significantly associated with Manhattan Beach, and who have died
during active military duty. If the project is approved, a

standard application used by many other organizations will be
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implemented and an open application process will allow
individuals to submit nominations. This project later
transitioned to the Cultural Arts Commission in the fall of 2024
to leverage the Commission's expertise in public arts and to
develop an RFQ. In May 2025, the Arts in Public Places Committee
was formed to provide community input on the project and also
assist in site evaluations. So, the vision of this artwork is to
create a timeless, traditional, and dignified memorial, which is
durable, respectful, and enduring. Materials could include
granite, marble, bronze, or concrete with sculptural forms that
would take on a vertical form, like you see in the rendering on
the screen. The design would incorporate nameplates listing each
service member's name, rank, branch, and life dates with space
for future additions. So, the goal of this site is to honor
community members who paid the ultimate sacrifice while serving
in the Armed Forces, distinct from the Veterans Monument, which
celebrates all who have served. The Arts in Public Places
Committee and the Cultural Arts Commission evaluated multiple
sites within and around Civic Center Plaza, including the area
near Veterans Monument. The Veterans Monument site was deemed
not viable as meeting ADA requirements and would require
significant additional infrastructure and substantially increase
the project budget. The recommended approach is to install the

memorial within Civic Center Plaza to leverage the accessibility

Page 120 of 148




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

121121

and ADA compliance and create separation between the existing
Veterans Monument and this monument. Okay, so to touch on the
proposed locations, this is the preferred location established
by the APPC, so this is right adjacent to the stage where a
modular artwork is currently placed. This site is ideal in terms
of accessibility, particularly for future gatherings and
ceremonies. It would require minimal infrastructure improvements
and would not impact the farmer's market. The primary drawback
to this location would be the necessity to move the existing
artwork. The good news is that this is a modular artwork and can
be moved in-house fairly easily. Site option number two is on
the south side of Civic Center Plaza. That's towards the stair
set that leads down to 13th Street. This site would also require
minimal infrastructure and would not impact the farmer's market.
It includes nearby seating, as you can see just behind the star
there. The disadvantages are its distance from the event space
and stage, as well as a less desirable backdrop. So, the next
two options were originally identified by the City Council as
preferred locations, but unfortunately these locations would
require additional infrastructure, given that they're grass
locations, so you would need additional pad work anchoring
systems to support the artwork. And then additionally, due to
ADA requirements, the names would need to be separate from the

monument to ensure accessibility. However, this site does
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provide a more contemplative and intimate space and really nice
framing with the trees and existing green scaping there. The
last site under consideration is adjacent to this stage on the
north side of Civic Center Plaza. This site could be desirable
due to its proximity to the event space and minimal impact on
thoroughfares. In the rendering shown here, you can see what
would be required to make the artwork ADA compliant. You see
that the written component is separated away from the sculptural
component of the artwork so that the written component is
accessible, is ADA accessible. So, similar to the previous site,
this location would require that additional infrastructure to
support the artwork, so a concrete pad where the grass is. So,
that is the final location. The fiscal impact, so the proposed
budget is $150,000 and the funding source would be the Public
Art Fund. $100,000 of that budget would go to the artists for
design fees, fabrication, transportation of the artwork, and
installation oversight. $50,000 would be retained by the City
for City engineering, permitting, and site work. Just to run
down the process we would undergo should we commission this
artwork. If approved, staff will issue a request for
qualifications inviting experienced artists to apply. The APPC
will review submissions and recommend finalists to develop
detailed design proposals based on the project's goals and

selected site. Then in summary, staff, the Cultural Arts
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Commission, and the Arts in Public Places Committee respectfully
request City Council to, one, approve the project and its
parameters and authorize the issuance of a request for
qualifications to commission the artwork. Number two, approve
one of the four location options, and then number three,
allocate $150,000 from the Public Art Fund. That concludes my
report. Happy to answer any questions.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Eric. Councilmember Howorth,
questions?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yes, question, first a comment.
Actually, Eric, I'm glad to see you here standing up so I can
commend you on a wonderful event on Friday that I should have
mentioned in the public comments where you had the open house
for the submissions, the artists' submissions for the Bruce's
Beach Art in the Public Place. So, many community members came
out. All my colleagues were there, and that was really exciting.
So, I love the possibility of, you know, getting more artists
to, you know, submit for this and what that will be. I'm just
already anticipating such a great process, so I wanted to say
that. Two guestions. One, is it six residents who served in the
service and made the ultimate sacrifice? Is that what we've
identified so far, I think?

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: So, Mr.

McAuley has identified approximately 21 eligible --.
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COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Oh golly.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: --service
members.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Okay.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah, based
on that standard criteria.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, I saw that picture. I'm
like six, but I mean one is too many, but thank you.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: That's all
the photos we could find of the Manhattan Beach service people
we have.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, all right, but so that
was neither here nor there. Can you show site one again?

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Sure.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I had a question about it. And
so, let me see, there we go. The way it looks to me from here,
would it not kind of block the view of the stage if you were
standing like over towards the police department, because it
feels, and y'all talked about this and thought about it, so I'm
sure it's fine, but it just, right, the way it looks there, I
guess that thing is there now, and it doesn't block the view. I

answered my question. Never mind. Next?
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CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: We're
talking through things here, it's all good.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Thank you for letting me speak
out loud. I'm done, really. It's good. All right.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor, it's that
time of night. First of all, thank you for the committee members
working on this, and I say, you know, special thanks to Gary
McAuley for doing some of the heavier lifting, getting us
additional information. I think this is a wonderful project. I
have a question for site two. Is the idea that someone can walk
completely around the statue, that's, so it would be set in a
way that you can completely walk around it, like the obelisk
sample you have, you want to maybe, maybe it won't be an
obelisk, whatever it is, you want, the names are going to be
around it.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah,
correct. To be ADA compliant, basically, it's helpful to just
picture a wheelchair being able to navigate comfortably around
the sculpture, so we would need to provide that, that much
space. It's like approximately 48 inches on each side of the
artwork.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: And I'll hold my questions

for later, but thank you, my comments for later.

Page 125 of 148




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

126126

MAYOR LESSER: Mayor Pro Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, thank you. Thank you,
everybody, for pushing this project through. It's eagerly
anticipated, so particularly, Gary, with all your good work and
research. Appreciate it. Do we have to decide on a location, one
of these locations tonight?

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: I think the
more important component would be issuing the request for
qualifications and allocating the funds.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay. Yeah. Okay, because I
really wanted to have a chance to walk through the plaza with
the, you know, with this presentation. I didn't have a chance to
do it, so.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Although, if
I may, keep in mind that based on the site and the ADA
compliance and issues that are presented from each individual
site, as you saw in slide four, that might greatly change the
artwork and what's required, because we might need to separate
it back away from it.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah. Okay. Yeah. That was my
only question. Looks great. So, thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: I, too, want to commend our community
member, Gary McAulay, for championing this project, along with

the volunteers who worked on it and our commissioners. From a
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very early date, there was clarity on the idea that the memorial
for our, excuse me, the sculpture for our veterans on our
parkway is very different than what we're talking about tonight.
This is a memorial for the fallen, those who gave the ultimate
sacrifice. I had a couple questions. One, site number three is
attractive to me, because for those that might come to want to
mourn, to have some quiet time with the sculpture, that would be
a space which would be off the public civic plaza. And the
question I have is, to the extent that the ultimate sculpture
would be, even though it's a three-dimensional piece, but facing
outward with one face facing towards the public area, would that
still run into ADA challenges, because the law would require
access to the rear?

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yes, that's
correct.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay. Next, I wasn't clear what the
process would be to identify future plaques. As sad as it is to
think about it, unfortunately, I don't think we're going to rule
out future wars and those that ultimately make the ultimate
sacrifice. So, 1s there a process that's envisioned for how we
would add more, and would the work itself be able to accommodate
more?

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yes, so the

process we're considering, again, we would utilize one of these
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standard applications that are used widely for similar projects,
and then the Parks and Recreation Commission would be reviewing
applications on an annual basis, and then bringing them back to
Council for, you know, consideration.

MAYOR LESSER: Helpful. Thank you.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you. I remember the
question I had. So, from the release of the RFQ to just a rough
timeline from starting to finish turnkey, what are we looking at
here?

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: So, with my
experience, I would say two years is.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: That's fair.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: That's good. Thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Council --.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Depends on the public outreach.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELTIAN: Oh. Oh yeah.

MAYOR LESSER: Any other Councilmember questions before
I open this up for public comment? Mayor Pro Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: So, a thought just came to
mind for me. Does everybody know Tom Lassen? He's very active in

promoting events, you know, all types of military events. Gary,
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do you know Tom by chance? No. But I'd almost like to want to
have him see it, because he goes to just about every single, you
know, honoring event, and I would consider him, you know, an
expert at it. So, Jjust in terms of location. So, if we have if
we have time, I'd like to invite him.

MAYOR LESSER: Any other Council questions at this
point? If not, I'll open it up to public comment. Members of the
public that would like to speak to this item, please come down.

PUBLIC COMMENTER SUZANNE ROGERS-CARGER: Good evening,
Mayor and Councilmembers. I'm Suzanne Rogers-Carger. I've been a
part of this process, and I'm basically here to be a cheerleader
for Gary McAulay. I want to acknowledge this was his passion
project, and it's happening. I mean, he has, I've been so
honored to be a part of this process, and the amount of time and
research that he has put into this is extraordinary. We are very
lucky to have him as a part of our community.

MAYOR LESSER: Would any other members of the public
care to come down to honor. Oh! Please.

PUBLIC COMMENTER GARY: Mr. Mayor, Council, I'm Gary
McAulay, and most of what you've said pretty much wiped out most
of what I was going, the pitch I was going to make, but briefly.
So, Veterans Day is coming right up. It's only five weeks away,
and of course, it's the day that we remember, honor, and

celebrate the men and women who have served in our armed forces.
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And every year, we take a moment to remember those who died, who
didn't return, and they should be remembered. And in fact,
there's a special day to remember them, and that's Memorial Day.
The two days are often confused or conflated, and a few years
ago, I noticed that our Veterans Day ceremony had become more of
a Memorial Day ceremony. In fact, we even lowered the flag to
half-staff, which is inappropriate for Veterans Day. But it got
me to wondering, being the historical guy that I am, just how
many of our local members had died? There wasn't a list. I did a
bunch of research, because we always say we will never forget,
and yet we had. And we'd rolled our Memorial for the Fallen into
the Memorial for Veterans, and it's, but ultimately, who were
those guys? There wasn't a list, and so we're overdue to erect a
monument to those who gave their lives in the armed services.
Their names need to be remembered. There's only about 21 guys,
roughly. It's a small town. We haven't had that many, and we
will have very few in the future, unless we have something
really big. But some volunteered to serve. Some were drafted.
They all answered the call to duty, and I'm sorry. Anyway, their
deaths weren't all in battle. Some of them were truly heroic.
Some of them were just tragic. Military service is a risk.
Almost all of them were young. They were boys just out of
school. Their lives had just begun, but it was cut short. Their

stories were buried, but all of them are sad in their brevity.
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They deserve to be remembered and memorialized and remembered
for their sacrifice, and that's my pitch.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, Gary.

PUBLIC COMMENTER GARY: I think you folks already know
all that part. For what it's worth, I actually do have more than
six photographs. Most of them, not there's a couple that I can't
find, but it's Jjust how many can you put on a PowerPoint.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you.

PUBLIC COMMENTER GARY: Any questions?

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Thank you. Any other members
of the public in Chambers care to address this item? Seeing
none, Martha, 1s there anybody on Zoom that would like to speak
on this item?

DEPUTY CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: There's no request on Zoom.

MAYOR LESSER: In which case, I'll close public
comment. Councilmember comments and questions? I see
Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Just a gquick comment. I also
want to thank Gary, and it was years ago when you talked, you
stole my thunder now, when you talked about the difference
between Veterans Day and Memorial Day. It was several years ago
that you, I don't know if you spoke in Council or you wrote a
letter to the paper, and I was like, I couldn't believe I hadn't

sort of internalized that difference, and I've learned a lot
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from you, Gary, over the years, and I am so grateful for that,
and I think this is fantastic. I'm so glad (inaudible) that you
really gave him so much credit, and we're all really grateful,
so thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Thank you. I too am part of the
Gary cheerleading squad. Thank you so much for bringing this to
the forefront, and I think it's absolutely necessary, and I'm so
glad we're doing this, or that hopefully we'll be doing this as
a city, and I do think it's an important monument also to teach
our kids the difference. I think a lot of people, not just our
children, but I think other residents, the difference between
the two days, so thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: For my comments, I simply want to echo
what's already been said. I'm proud to call you a friend, Gary,
and someone who I've known for gquite a long time and worked with
on various projects, always, always with the interests of our
community in mind, and how to engage our public, whether they're
kids, youth, or whether they're adults. You've been generous
with your time, and on this project, which is close and dear to
you, it also has been mentioned by all my colleagues. This is
something which is larger than any one of us. It relates to our
community, and honoring those who gave the ultimate sacrifice,

and it's a way to remember them. Thank you for all of your time,
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and again, this applies to all volunteers who've worked on this.
I see Mayor Pro Tem Franklin wants to speak and has also made a
motion. Mayor Pro Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes, it's hard to reconcile
the photos of Gary at Burning Man with all the accolades that
we're bestowing upon him, but they're all earned, and well-
deserved, and just appreciate your time, and effort, and
knowledge, and thirst for knowledge, and thank you for sharing
it with the rest of us. So, thank you so much.

MAYOR LESSER: You have a motion.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, and I move that we
consider the Memorial for the Fallen Public Artwork Commission
from the Public Arts Fund. Isn't that something about $150,000
somewhere?

MAYOR LESSER: Maybe we can have Eric come up and just
clarify what the direction is that they need.

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Sorry, what
was the question?

MAYOR LESSER: What is the exact direction you need
this evening?

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: So, we
originally requested the three, so, you know, the allocation of
the $150,000, choosing one of the four locations, and then

authorizing issuance of the RFQ.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Okay, so may I move those
three things?

MAYOR LESSER: So, in terms of the location, may I
clarify? So, the allocation of the funds, I think there's a
consensus based what I'm hearing. The issuance of the RFP, there
probably is consensus, but the RFQ, excuse me, but with regard
to the location, I heard you made some questions as to whether
or not you wanted to specify a location tonight.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, yeah, we just want to
walk through there and take a look.

MAYOR LESSER: But for purposes of allowing this
project to move forward, is it maybe, could I ask a question
based, to staff, based on, you're making the motion, I want to
respect you're holding the floor, but just to confirm, can the
RFQ go forward even if we've not specified a location?

CULTURAL ARTS SENIOR SUPERVISOR BRINKMAN: Yes, it can.
Yeah, it doesn't have to specify all the parameters of the final
artwork, it's Jjust receiving qualified candidates with prior
experience in similar types of artworks.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, if that's your motion --.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Call for the vote.

MAYOR LESSER: Call for the vote. Call for the
question.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes, 5-0.
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8. APPROVE DEMOLITION OF THE EXISTING PAY N PLAY BUILDING AND
INSTALLATION OF NATURAL TURF AT MARINE AVENUE PARK

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you, thank you all. Thank you. All
right, we now move on to item number eight, it's the approved
the demolition of the existing pay-and-play building and
installation of natural turf at Marine Avenue Park.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Good evening,
Honorable Mayor, members of the City Council, Mark Leyman, your
Parks and Recreation Director. First, I Jjust wanted to thank you
for the opportunity to present this item, and I also wanted to
thank the Parks and Recreation Commission for all of their work.
They have had multiple meetings for a number of years on this
item. In particular, I would like to recognize Commissioner
Wines, Schreiner, Zimbalist, and Duran. And tonight, although we
were just discussing the demolition of the building, we will be
back with long-term options for City Council consideration
moving forward. So, in bringing forth their recommendations,
I'll begin with an area view of the site. So, looking at the
triangular pie wedge, the recommendation is to maintain the
existing dimensions of the dog run. Public Works has agreed to
build out the west-facing fence if the building is demolished,
and then if the building is demolished, again, in the A
rectangle, the building would be removed, and turf and

irrigation would be installed on that site. So, looking at the
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existing condition of the building, again, there was a 35-year
lease with a private operator, and he really had minimal to no
investment in the infrastructure and maintaining the building.
The lease expired in 2021. The city took it over in 2022. We
secured the building, and the Public Works team did a thorough
assessment of the facility just to make sure it's safe and
functional. And as you can see, there were a number of
deficiencies from the roof, the railing, doors, windows,
lighting, flooring. So, again, significant challenges in
addition to the partitions, the walls that separated out each of
the courts were concrete walls, and so if you repurposed this
building, it would be cost-prohibitive. Moving on to community
input and looking at some of the repurposing options, again, as
mentioned, the Commission had a number of meetings since 2021.
Site wvisits, input from a number of visitors. They had an on-
site community meeting in December of 2024. 15 people attended.
The majority were recommending futsal due to the high demand for
soccer and just the number of kids we have in the community
playing soccer, and then a number of other suggestions from, you
know, fitness classes to volleyball to multipurpose space. And
then with the online survey receiving over 900 responses, again,
approximately three-quarters recommending a futsal court, 18%
with a pickleball court, and then really just a wide variety

within the survey, everything from outdoor exercise classes and
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expanded dog run, batting cages, library services, a community
garden. There was also a beer garden recommendation. After the
Hometown fair, I think it was one person that recommended that.
But ultimately, the Commission recommended demolition of the
existing building at their meeting in April of 2025, again,
because of all the deficiencies. So, just an overview of the
timeline and budget. Commission provided the outreach and input,
all the survey information, Public Works provided the assessment
of the facility. City Council directed staff to determine the
long-term use after the library needs assessment and to return
with an interim option, which we are doing now. So, the
recommended strategy is to move forward with the demolition and
determine long-term use after the library needs assessment is
completed, which should be end of this year, early next year.
Regarding the cost estimate, there was a clerical error for the
irrigation and turf calculation. So, the unit cost was $10 for
5,000 square foot, so that number should have been 50,000
instead of the 5,000 in the document, so apologies for that. So,
that means the total cost estimate will be $197,000, not the
$142,000. There are sufficient funds for this project. There are
50,000 in the CIP and 400,000 in Measure A identified for this
project. And if approved, the anticipated completion would be at
the end of this fiscal year. So, with that, staff recommended

the City Council approve the Parks and Recreation Commission
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recommendations for the demolition of the existing pay and play
building and installation of natural turf at Marine Avenue Park.
That concludes my presentation. I'm available for any gquestions.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. I have a question right off the
top, and that is to the extent that this is just an interim step
and the building would be demolished and turf would be
installed, is it anticipated that this would be used, whether
informally or formally, even though this is not a futsal court,
by those kicking a soccer ball around? Because if so, it's
something that you and I spoke about. I just worry as a parent
about balls going into the parking lot and then into Marine, and
if a fence is even feasible there, it may not make sense there.
I'm just wondering, how would you even evaluate that?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Yes, and thank
you for bringing that up. We had some internal discussions. I
think this space will be activated. It's an extremely active
park, continuous youth throughout, and so I think this could
also act as a pilot, not necessarily for futsal, but an open
space, and so I think that that fencing option could be a great
opportunity in this interim. My recommendation would be to
maintain the four foot fence, you know, in line with the dog run
fencing. I did have a brief conversation with Public Works, and

the Public Works team would be able to do the additional fence
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line in-house for approximately $10,000, with access gates on
either end.

MAYOR LESSER: You indicate that you'd be returning
with further concepts to Council and be having another
opportunity to discuss this, or is now the time to discuss that?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Now would be the
time, i1f Council is open to that option. I guess, again, the
fact that we're able to do it in-house at relatively low cost
for that pilot program in the interim would be my
recommendation.

MAYOR LESSER: I'm concerned about aesthetics, but I
want to defer to staff to explore it. Councilmember Howorth.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, if you go back to the
slide that shows the outline, the rectangular building, and in
the space, that one, so B is the dog run, right?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: The current dog run.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: So, as an owner of a dog, I was
doing a big dog, a big princess dog. I'm just wondering if,
since we're demolishing the building, couldn't we enlarge that,
everyone saw it coming, if you could enlarge that dog run a
little, since you're just, you're knocking down the building

anyway, or does that require a little more construction than
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that, but it just seems like you could enlarge, you could
enlarge that little dog run.

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: I think that's
an excellent point. I think with the long-term options, I think
the plan was to come back with a potential, you know, alternate
option. I know Mayor Pro Tem Franklin also had mentioned a dog
run, the kind of the left field fence area, there's some open
space there, and so that would be another potential, another
potential option that we can bring back.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I won't worry about it now,
thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Tarnay.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: I have just a piggyback on
Councilperson Amy's comment. I'm worried about dogs, I'm
actually worried about having ball playing right next to fields
where dogs are, and we want to make sure the fence is high
enough so balls don't, you know, fly into the dog run, where
certain dogs will demolish those balls and not give them back.
So, 1s that something that you're, you know, a consideration
that's going to be taken while you're going through this
process?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Yeah, and again
it's something new, it's something I think we can look at, I

think we can green screen it, so there's not the visibility
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there, and I think also just regulate use, have the team present
and making sure it's more tot driven, as opposed to older kids
that would be kicking it over a four foot fence.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay, great, and then when we
say natural, you're talking about grass?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: Correct.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Okay, thank you.

MAYOR LESSER: Great. Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor. Mark,
great, great interim idea. I think it'll be very welcomed by the
community. I'm going to have to ask this question, is there any
opportunity for a little programming on the footprint,
potentially to generate revenue?

PARKS AND RECREATION DIRECTOR LEYMAN: I think there
would be. It was interesting, again, the brief discussions that
we had in-house, it was, you know, compared to the Baby
Grandview turf area, in terms of programming, and so I think
some of the user groups, there may be some opportunity for some
interim programming, at least a pilot.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: And my only other, I have a
question, I know Mayor said, you know, we're going to talk about
the fence, or do you need direction on the fence today, but I
too worry about aesthetics, and I also worry about height, just

in general, you know, a four foot to me is really high, but I do
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have concerns about the dogs being so close, so I would hope we
can see something. I mean, I want to move things along,
everybody knows I'd like to move things along, but I think
aesthetically, 1like, I'd like to see something.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, any other council comments or
questions at this point? Thank you, we can get some direction.
Okay, in which case, I'd like to open this item up to public
comment. Anyone in the council chamber care to address this item
of overlapping usage and a temporary solution for the form for
the former Pay and Play? Seeing no one in council chambers,
Martha, is anybody on Zoom?

DEPUTY CITY CLERK ALVAREZ: No requests.

MAYOR LESSER: I will close public comments. Council?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I've made a motion.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELTIAN: I have a second.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And that motion would be that
we approve the demolition of the existing Pay and Play building
and the installation of natural turf at Marine Avenue Park, as
recommended by the Parks and Rec Commission. We're not making
any future determination about uses, etc. There's so many
opportunities, so that's my motion.

MAYOR LESSER: I see a second by Councilmember

Charelian, and I just have a practical question, is maybe we can
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just ask for staff to come back after the demolition with
possible ideas for a fence?

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Yeah, that's for a fence. Oh,
for a fence. Yeah, I would accept that.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: And I just want to clarify,

because Councilmember Franklin and I were discussing, we're not

demolishing the dog run. We're just, we're not enlarging it, but

the dog run itself is going to stay, correct? All right. Thank

you.
MAYOR LESSER: I support your motion.
COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: All right.
MAYOR LESSER: Any council discussion? No? Call for the
question.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: All right. Let's go.

CITY CLERK TAMURA: Motion passes 5-0.
L. CITY COUNCIL REQUESTS AND REPORTS INCLUDING AB 1234 REPORTS

MAYOR LESSER: Thank you. We will now move on to City
Council requests and reports, including AB 1234 reports. Are
there any council reports?
9. CITY COUNCIL AB 1234 REPORTS

MAYOR LESSER: I think the one report I will make is;
did have an opportunity to meet with our Assemblyman Al

Muratsuchi on short-term notice and brought our City Manager
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along to explore housing options. It's not necessarily an AB
1234 report, but I'd simply note that the Assemblymember made
available to us the resources of his staff to explore housing
legislation, and to give us some advice on how we might want to
approach other legislators to try and be able to carry
legislation that might address our housing issue. So, that would
be my report. Any other reports?
10. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH AND
COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY TO DISCUSS A POTENTIAL CODE AMENDMENT TO
ALLOW A-FRAME SIGNS AND BENCHES IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY TO
PROMOTE BUSINESS ENGAGEMENT IN THE DOWNTOWN AREA

MAYOR LESSER: Seeing none, we'll move on to item
number 10, which is a consideration of a request by
Councilmember Howorth and Councilmember Tarnay to discuss a
potential code amendment to allow A-frame signs and benches in
the public right-of-way to promote business engagement in the
downtown area.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I'll be a third.
11. CONSIDERATION OF A REQUEST BY MAYOR LESSER AND MAYOR PRO TEM
FRANKLIN TO DISCUSS REFRESHING THE LANDSCAPING AT THE DOWNTOWN
MANHATTAN BEACH POST OFFICE, INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY OF A

POLLINATOR HABITAT PROJECT
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MAYOR LESSER: So, we're just looking for a third vote.
That would be Councilmember Charelian. Move on to item number
11, which is considered --.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I'll be a third.

MAYOR LESSER: Should I at least read the title?
Consideration of a request by me and Mayor Pro Tem Franklin to
discuss refreshing the landscape being at the downtown Manhattan
Beach Post Office, including the possibility of a pollinator
habitat project. Try and say that five times fast. We have a
third, and Councilmember Howorth.

M. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

MAYOR LESSER: Item number M, future agenda items.
Councilmembers, requests for future agenda items.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yes.

MAYOR LESSER: Mayor Pro Tem Franklin.

MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: If I may, I have a couple. One
is, I want to explore discounts on building permits for
qualified older adults for aging-in-place projects. We want to
encourage them to stay in their home, and so that sometimes
requires extensive remodeling, and we want to help facilitate
that.

COUNCILMEMBER TARNAY: Oh, I’'1l second that.

MAYOR LESSER: Seconded by Councilmember Tarnay. You

said you had one.
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MAYOR PRO TEM FRANKLIN: Yeah, and then the one we
discussed earlier this evening is the motion for the 28th Street
filtration system to complete the financials, the parking study,
the traffic study, and conduct more outreach.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I'll second that.

MAYOR LESSER: I'll hear a second from Councilmember
Charelian. Okay, are there any other Councilmembers that have
future business, future agenda items?

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: I do.

MAYOR LESSER: Councilmember Charelian.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you. I would like staff
to research options for communication, communication to
residents.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Do you mean like emergency, or
do you mean?

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Emergency, yes, but just in
general.

MAYOR LESSER: I second it.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: But could I just ask a
clarifying question, because just for direction for staff in
order to come back to us with some sort of report, I think we
should be a little more prescriptive or direct, because it's
like, does that mean an ad in the paper, does it mean a

newsletter?
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COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Yeah, no.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: I appreciate it.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: This is referring to
emergencies. Again, just options that Council can hear as to how
to send out options for communications to our residents, not
having to do with what you indicated.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: No, I appreciate it.

COUNCILMEMBER CHARELIAN: Thank you, Mayor.

MAYOR LESSER: Okay, any other Councilmembers with
future agenda items?
N. CITY MANAGER REPORT

MAYOR LESSER: Seeing none, City Manager report.
Manager report tonight?

CITY MANAGER MIRZAKHANIAN: None this evening, thank
you.
O. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

MAYOR LESSER: City Attorney report?

CITY ATTORNEY BARROW: No report, Jjust hope to see some
of you down on Long Beach at the League Conference.

COUNCILMEMBER HOWORTH: Then we’ll all have AB1234
reports.
P. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS
12. AGENDA FORECAST

13. COMMISSION MINUTES
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MAYOR LESSER: There are informational items on the

agenda, including a forecast Commission minute.

R. ADJOURNMENT

MAYOR LESSER: There's no further closed session, so we

will be adjourning this meeting to a closed session on Tuesday,

October 21st, 2025,

We stand adjourned.

at 4:30 p.m. in the City Council Chambers.
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