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Agenda Date: 3/18/2025  

TO:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

THROUGH:

Talyn Mirzakhanian, City Manager

FROM:

Liza Tamura, City Clerk

Martha Alvarez, Assistant City Clerk

SUBJECT:

Agenda Forecast (City Clerk Tamura).

INFORMATION ITEM ONLY

_________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION:

The subject matter below is anticipated to appear on future City Council Agendas.  It’s important 

to note that the information being provided is tentative, subject to change and is listed for 

planning purposes only.  Agendas for City Council Meetings are finalized and posted 6 days 

prior to the meeting date.

CEREMONIAL

· Pledge - Pennekamp Elementary School

· Presentation of Certificates of Recognition to the Mira Costa High School Cheer Team 

for Wining First Place in the 2025 CIF State Championship Invitational (Continued from 

the March 4, 2025, City Council Meeting).

· Presentation of Certificates of Recognition and Receiving the 2025 Circle Award for 

Excellence in Poetry Composition and Proclaiming the April 2025 as National Poetry 

Month.

CONSENT

· City Council Minutes (City Clerk Tamura).

· Financial Reports (Interim Finance Director Jones).

· Consideration of a Resolution Ordering Plans, Specifications, Cost Estimates, and 

Engineer’s Report for Annual Street Lighting and Landscaping Assessments (Interim 

Finance Director Jones).

· Consideration of a Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Zone Text 

Page 1  City of Manhattan Beach Printed on 3/12/2025

City Council Meeting 
March 18, 2025

1145 of 1178



File Number: 25-0082

Amendments Related to Implementation of Five Programs Outlined in the City’s Sixth 

Cycle Housing Element (Acting Community Development Director Heise).

· Consideration of a Resolution Approving a Master Use Permit Amendment and Coastal 

Development Permit to Modify the Established Size Limitations for Specific Land Uses 

at an Existing Commercial Development Located at 451 Manhattan Beach Boulevard, 

and Finding the Project is within the Scope of, and Was Adequately Analyzed in, a 

Previously Certified Environmental Impact Report (Acting Community Development 

Director Heise).

· Consideration of a Resolution Approving a Three-Year Maintenance Services 

Agreement with XXXX for Tree Management Services at a Cost Not-to-Exceed 

$XXX,XXX (Public Works Director Lee).

· Consideration of Resolutions Making a Determination that the Manhattan Beach 

Advanced Traffic Signal (MBATS) System Project Qualifies for a Categorical Exemption 

Pursuant to Section 15301 Class 1 (c) of the State CEQA Guidelines; Approving the 

Plans and Specifications; Awarding a Construction Agreement to Crosstown Electrical & 

Data, Inc. for $15,707,987, Including Contingency; Approving the Professional Services 

Agreement with Ardurra Group, Inc. for $X,000,000 for Construction Management and 

Inspection Services (No Budget Impact) (Public Works Director Lee).

· Consideration of Introducing an Ordinance Amending Chapter 2.37 (Public Projects) of 

the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code to Remove City Engineering Online Bid and 

Proposal Service Fee for Capital Projects and Public Construction Projects (Public 

Works Director Erick Lee).

· Update on Lot 3 (Public Works Director Lee).

· Consideration of a Public Safety Camera System (PSCS) Policy (City Manager 

Mirzakhanian).

· Consideration of a Resolution Awarding a Professional Services Agreement to XXX for 

Consulting Services Relating to the Underground Utility Assessment District (UUAD) 

Program (Public Works Director Lee).

· Consideration of a Second Reading and Adoption of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 

2.37 (Public Projects) of the Manhattan Beach Municipal Code to Remove City 

Engineering Online Bid and Proposal Service Fee for Capital Projects and Public 

Construction Projects (Public Works Director Erick Lee).

PUBLIC HEARING

· Conduct a Public Hearing to Consider Adopting a Resolution Regarding the Citywide 

User Fee Schedule and Cost Allocation Plan (Interim Finance Director Jones).

GENERAL BUSINESS

· Consideration of a Resolution Adopting a Climate Action and Adaptation Plan (CAAP); 

No Budgetary Impacts (Acting Community Development Director Heise).

· Consideration of Pass-Through Increases for Cost Recovery Related to Wholesale 

Water Purchases and Discussion of the Need for an Updated Water Rate Study and 

Financial Plan (Public Works Director Lee).

· Quarterly Update on City's Homelessness Initiatives (City Manager Mirzakhanian).

· Consideration of Resolutions Appropriating Funds for the Preparation of Utility Designs 

for Underground Utility Assessment Districts 8, 13, and Vorhees; and Authorization to 
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File Number: 25-0082

Solicit Proposals for the Preparation of Engineer’s Reports (Public Works Director Lee).

· Consideration of a Plan to Transition Parking Payment Infrastructure to Payment Kiosks 

and Mobile Pay Options (Public Works Director Lee).

· Consideration of Adopting a Cross-Connection Control Program Work Plan to Comply 

with the New Regulations in the Cross-Connection Control Policy Handbook (Public 

Works Director Lee).
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Agenda Date: 3/18/2025  

TO:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

THROUGH:

Talyn Mirzakhanian, City Manager

FROM:

Oynx Jones, Interim Finance Director

Mark Leyman, Parks and Recreation Director

Ryan Heise, Acting Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Commission Minutes:

This Item Contains Minutes of the following City Commission Meetings:

a) Library Commission Meeting Minutes (Canceled) of December 9, 2024 (Parks and 

Recreation Director Leyman)

b) Library Commission Meeting Minutes of January 13, 2025 (Parks and Recreation Director 

Leyman)

c) Finance Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of January 16, 2025 (Interim Finance Director 

Jones)

d) Cultural Arts Commission Meeting Minutes of January 20, 2025 (Parks and Recreation 

Director Leyman)

e) Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of January 22, 2025 (Acting Community 

Development Heise)

f) Cultural Arts Commission Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2025 (Parks and Recreation 

Director Leyman)

g) Finance Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of February 13, 2025 (Interim Finance Director 

Jones)

h) Cultural Arts Commission Meeting Minutes of February 17, 2025 (Parks and Recreation 

Director Leyman)

i) Parking and Public Improvements Commission Meeting Minutes of February 27, 2025 (Acting 

Community Development Heise).

INFORMATION ITEM ONLY

_____________________________________________________________________

The attached minutes are for information only:
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File Number: 25-0111

1. Library Commission Meeting Minutes (Canceled) of December 9, 2024

2. Library Commission Meeting Minutes of January 13, 2025

3. Finance Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of January 16, 2025

4. Cultural Arts Commission Meeting Minutes of January 20, 2025

5. Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of January 22, 2025

6. Cultural Arts Commission Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2025

7. Finance Subcommittee Meeting Minutes of February 13, 2025

8. Cultural Arts Commission Meeting Minutes of February 17, 2025

9. Parking and Public Improvements Commission Meeting Minutes of February 27, 2025.
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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

MINUTES OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION 

 

December 9, 2024 

4:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers and Zoom 

 

The December 9, 2024 Library Commission meeting has been cancelled due to the Holidays. 
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Manhattan Beach Library Commission   
January 13, 2025 1 

 

 

CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

MINUTES OF THE LIBRARY COMMISSION MEETING 

Monday, January 13, 2025 

4:00 PM 

Location: City Council Chambers, 1400 Highland Avenue and Zoom 
 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

 Chair Doll called the meeting to order at 4:03 p.m. 

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG  

 
C. ROLL CALL  

 Present: Commissioners Bond, Braitman, Huber, Vice Chair Levitt, Chairperson Doll 

Absent: None 

 Others Present: Senior Recreation Supervisor (SRS) Kari Bell; Senior Management Analyst 

(SMA) Linda Robb.   

 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 12, 2024 

 

 Chair Doll called for changes; seeing none, it was moved and seconded (Bond/Braitman) to 

approve; motion carried 5-0.   

 

 On behalf of the Commission, Chair Doll expressed gratitude to MBFD, MBPD and all first 

responders to the fires in LA and extended thoughts and support to the many who have suffered 

loss. Vice Chair Levitt expressed thanks to the County Library for its response as a resource 

hub.    

 

 Chair Doll announced that Commissioner Millea has resigned from the Commission; the City 

Council will be appointing a new commissioner in the near future. The Chair and other 

commissioners thanked Commissioner Millea for his contributions.  

 

E. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION  
 

1. Librarian’s Update 

 Library Manager Josh Murray announced that today until 5 pm, FEMA will be assisting 

victims of the fires at several County branch libraries. 

 

  Manager Murray detailed several library events and activities available to the public for all 

age groups through to early February.  For more information on all of the announced activities 

and events, visit: www.lacountylibrary.org.  

 

 Manager Murray responded to Vice Chair Levitt that there isn’t anything in particular that the 

Commission can do to assist the library in its response to the fires. He noted there has been, 

however, an uptick in new library card signups from the areas affected.   

  

F. GENERAL BUSINESS   

 
1. 2024 Work Plan Discussion 
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Ad-hoc committee assignments:  

Chair Doll noted that on June 1st Commissioner Braitman will become Chair, and former 

Commissioner Millea’s replacement (appointed January 21) will become Vice-Chair.  Ahead 

of those changes, Chair Doll suggested that Commissioner Braitman join the core committees 

(Speaker Series, and as applicable, the Library Surplus).  

Concerns about possible Brown Act violations were discussed relative to the number of 

committee members allowed on any one committee (Up to three members can form a 

committee when there are six total commissioners, but this reduces to two with five 

commissioners). This will affect current committees briefly, until January 21.   

The Commission took the following action to reorganize committees to address Brown Act 

issues,  

• Chair Doll moved, seconded by Vice Chair Levitt that Commissioner Braitman be added 

to the current Speaker Series committee with the caveat that he not attend a committee 

meeting until after January 21st or when the council appoints a sixth Commissioner.  The 

motion passed by verbal vote, 5-0.   

• Commissioner Bond agreed to come off the Speaker Committee; Chair Doll made a 

substitute motion, seconded by Vice Chair Levitt, that Commissioner Braitman replace 

Commissioner Bond (not be added cumulatively) to the Speaker Series Committee, leaving 

that committee with three members. The caveat remains that Commissioner Braitman not 

attend a Speaker Series meeting until after January 2. The substitute motion passed 5-0 by 

voice vote. 

• Chair Doll moved that Commissioner Bond come off the Speaker Series committee and 

join the Library Appreciation Committee; no objection it was so ordered. 

 

a) Library Appreciation Events (Commissioners Braitman, Huber, Bond) 

The Commission discussed and agreed to continue rotating the task of providing bagels to the 

library staff on the day of the Commission meetings. Chair Doll noted that she brought bagels 

to the library on November 12; Commissioner Braitman volunteered to bring February 10, the 

next meeting.          

Future efforts to show appreciation of school librarians was discussed. Past practice was 

discussed: prior to the end of the school year, one or more commissioners visited each school 

and presented a certificate and token of appreciation (in past couple years, a certificate and a 

book which was ordered and paid for by the City). SRS Bell advised that the city does not 

cover gift cards and that the wording on appreciation certificates should read as being 

bestowed by the City of Manhattan Beach, not the Library Commission.  

Commissioner Bond volunteered to spearhead this effort; she will get contact names, and start 

school outreach in April, with the goal to complete prior to end of the school year.  

It was suggested that this year they could give a signed copy of the book related to the Spring 

Speaker Series event, with perhaps a personal note to each librarian, special event invitation 

with reserved seats and recognition at the speaker event.   

Commissioner Huber suggested that Mira Costa be involved in librarian recognition. 

Commissioner Levitt noted that April 6 – 12 is “National Library Week”. It was suggested 

that the committee explore with the schools if the commission’s recognition might be tied into 

National Library Week.   

b) Speaker Series (Commissioners Bond, Doll, Levitt) 
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Chair Doll noted that the ad hoc committee met with the County speaker series planning team 

once since the November meeting and will meet again this Wednesday; it is hoped that a 

speaker and date will be decided.   

SRS Bell noted that Commissioner Huber has submitted some possible speakers which have 

been forwarded to the library team. The Commission briefly discussed, agreed that the list of 

possible speakers should have a wide range of audiences (including children and teens), 

especially for smaller events held at the Manhattan Beach branch.  

Chair Doll commented that based on the great success of the inaugural November event (80 

persons attendance), she believes it’s possible in the future that the number of speaker events 

could increase with perhaps one large (1,000 + attendance at Mira Cost High School hall) and 

one or more smaller ones. The selection of the spring speaker will be by the County but with 

input from the City.   

The question arose as to whether elected officials such as at county, state and federal levels 

should be invited to the May large venue speaker event; this will be raised at Wednesday’s 

meeting.  

c) StoryWalk (Commissioners Bond, Huber, Millea) 

Commissioner Bond noted that she has installed some new backing in the 16 structures and 

plans to install a new book in about three weeks (end of January/early February). She also is 

planning to laminate pages from books she will choose for the remainder of 2025 so whoever 

takes on this project will have a head start after her term ends June 1. She is working to 

complete a “how to” document that can be passed on to the next committee chair, which could, 

as previously discussed, be spearheaded by the student commissioner with arrangements for 

assistance made with vetted volunteer groups. Ideally the book should be changed every three 

months as the pages fade if left in too long.   

Commissioner Huber will look at school clubs for possible volunteers and will coordinate with 

Commissioner Bond. Commissioner Bond commented that her goal is to advance to where 

there is an established protocol to ensure the structures are regularly maintained including 

cleaning and new content.     

d)  Library Events/Programming (Commissioners Braitman, Levitt)  

Commissioner Braitman spoke to Kelli McCabe, Friends of the Library President who 

emphasized ongoing need for volunteers. It was suggested, keeping within the scope of 

the council approved work plan, that the commissioners as individuals maintain 

memberships and volunteer with FOL and generally keep abreast of FOL happenings 

which can be announced and publicized at Commission meetings.  

 

A discussion was held with Manager Murray regarding Brainfuse, the library’s online 

tutoring program. The Commission is interested in whether data on Manhattan Beach 

resident use can be extracted. Manager Murray believes such user data is available only 

for the whole county system.  He explained, for privacy, library cards are not linked to 

Brainfuse accounts and Brainfuse only checks to see that the user has a valid library card. 

He will pass the Commission’s interest in teen tutoring to librarian Tim Olshevsky; who 

has been talking to the schools about library resources including tutoring. Chair Doll 

requested that Mr. Olshevsky provide a report about his efforts with the schools regarding 

tutoring at a future Commission meeting.   

 

G. STAFF ITEMS  
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1. SMA Robb reported: January 21 the council will appoint a new commissioner to 

replace Mr. Millea.  

2. SRS Bell advised that when looking for student volunteers (e.g. for StoryWalk), it is 

important that the commissioners coordinate with city staff. Once a group or club is 

selected, that information can be emailed to her and Kari will pass info on to the city’s 

volunteer supervisor who will assist the students and make sure volunteer hours are 

properly credited.   

Commissioner Bond commented on the need for commission seat candidates to have a clear 

expectation on serving on a commission including things like participating on committees and 

working on projects, acting as vice chair, chair etc.  Discussion followed. It was noted that 

every commission is different, with varying time commitments there is no set “job description” 

for city commissioners. SRS Bell described the orientation that is typically given by staff to 

new commissioners upon appointment. 

SRA Robb clarified that the new incoming commissioner will be filling a seat (no. 3) which 

has 18 or more months remining on the initial term and therefore will complete the original 

term and be automatically reappointed to one succeeding three-year term.  

H. COMMISSION ITEMS  

Vice Chair Levitt asked about the next Work Plan. SMA Robb stated the Council is expected 

to schedule its annual Work Plan discussion for all Commissions in March. Chair Doll will 

reach out to Senior Recreation Manager Melissa McCollum for more information on current 

and prospective projects involving the Library Commission and suggested that the Work Plan 

be scheduled for the February agenda.  

Commissioner Braitman inquired as to where the current Library Commission Work Plan can 

be viewed.  

Commissioner Huber recalled Commission discussion as to how high school students could 

be encouraged to get library cards – she has some ideas (post QR codes with info or publicize 

applications available) and can reach out to campus clubs. Commissioner Huber was advised 

to reach out to teen librarian Tim Olshevsky through Manager Murray to discuss.  

Manager Murray informed that the library conducts a County-wide library card campaign with 

giveaways annually. He will raise the issue of a targeted library card campaign with teen 

librarian Olshevsky.    

Manager Murray noted the popularity of the study hall program during exam week. Recently 

over 200 study teams participated and study spaces were booked solid, including the 

community room.   

I. ADJOURNMENT  

It was moved and seconded (Levitt/Braitman) to adjourn the meeting at 5:10 pm to February 

10, 2025 in City Council chambers at City Hall.    
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Finance Subcommittee Meeting Draft Action Minutes 
 
Meeting Date:   January 16, 2025, 3:00 p.m. 
Location:   Police/Fire Community Room 
Recording Secretary:  Helga Foushanes 
 
In Attendance:  Tim Lilligren, Treasurer   

Amy Howorth, Mayor  
David Lesser, Mayor Pro Tem 
Talyn Mirzakhanian, City Manager 
George Gabriel, Assistant to the City Manager 

  Onyx Jones, Interim Finance Director 
Julie Bondarchuk, Financial Controller 
Libby Bretthauer, Financial Services Manager 
Emy-Rose Hanna, Revenue Services Supervisor 
Amira Khodari, Accounting Supervisor 
Marcelo Serrano, Budget & Financial Analyst 
Erick Lee, Public Works Director 

 
Called to Order:  3:00 p.m. by Treasurer Tim Lilligren 
 
Agenda Item #1 – Public Comments 
None. 

Agenda Item #1- Approval of Minutes from October 28, 2024, Finance Subcommittee 
Meeting 
The Finance Subcommittee approved the minutes of the October 28, 2024, meeting. 

Agenda Item #2 – Update on Water/Sewer Rates 
Public Works Director Lee gave an update on the Water/Sewer Rates.  Finance 
Subcommittee members asked to bring the update to a future City Council meeting. 
 
Agenda Item #3– Update on Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Draft Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report (ACFR) 
Due to multiple factors, including staffing shortages, the Draft ACFR was not ready for 
presentation.  It will be presented at the February 13, 2025, Finance Subcommittee meeting. 
 
Agenda Item #4 – CalPERS Update 
Staff presented an update on the estimated CalPERS funding status as of FY 2024.  
Additional unfunded liability payments and current pension obligation bond payments will 
impact future budgeting. 
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Agenda Item #5 - Update on Cost Allocation Plan (CAP) and User Fee Study 
Staff presented cost recovery options related to the City’s Cost Allocation Plan, Engineering 
Overhead Allocation and Credit Card transaction fees. Finance Subcommittee members 
approved of the concepts being presented at a future City Council meeting.  
 
Agenda Item #6 – July 2024 through September 2024, Bad Debt Write Offs for Utility 
Billing and Ambulance Transports Referred to Collections  
Investment Portfolio for September 2024 
Informational Item only.  The FSC committee requested to bring back a report on the status 
of the City’s Ambulance Billing program and billing vendor, Wittman Enterprises, at a future 
meeting. 
 
Agenda Item #7 – Update on Business Licensing Program. 
Staff presented a verbal update on the implementation of new business license software.  
 
Agenda Item #8 – Investment Portfolio for November 2024 
Information Item only. 
 
Agenda Item #9– Month-End Financials for November 2024 
Informational Item only. 
 
Agenda Item #10 – Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Monthly Schedule of Transient Occupancy 
Tax, Lease Payments and Miscellaneous Accounts Receivables 
Informational Item only. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 4:15 p.m.  
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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

MINUTES OF THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

 

January 20, 2025 

4:00 p.m. 

 

 

The January 20, 2025, meeting was rescheduled to January 28, 2025,  

in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 
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Planning Commission Meeting Minutes of   

January 22, 2025  
 Page 1 of 4 

 
 

MANHATTAN BEACH 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

JANUARY 22, 2025  

 

A. CALL MEETING TO ORDER 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission of the City of Manhattan Beach, California was held in 

a hybrid format (Zoom and in person, City Council Chambers, 1400 Highland Avenue) on the 22nd day 

of January, 2025. Chair Sistos called the meeting to order at the hour of 3:00 p.m.  

 

B. PLEDGE TO FLAG  

 

C.  ROLL CALL    

 

Present: Commissioners Tokashiki (remote), Ungoco, Hackett, Chair Sistos  

Absent: Vice-Chair Dillavou 

Others Present: Ryan Heise, Acting Community Development Director 

Adam Finestone, AICP, Planning Manager 

David Snow, Assistant City Attorney 

Johnathon Masi, Associate Planner 

Tatiana Maury, Agenda Host 

 

Planning Manager Adam Finestone announced remote attendance is being conducted per Brown Act 

requirements for agenda and noticing. 

 

D. APPROVAL OF AGENDA   

 

Planning Manager Finestone announced that the second public hearing item related to housing 

element/zoning text amendments will be removed from the agenda and will be considered at a future 

meeting tentatively scheduled for February 26, 2025.  

 

A motion was made and seconded (Ungoco/Hackett) to approve the agenda with no changes.   

 

Roll Call: 

Ayes: Commissioners Tokashiki, Ungoco, Hackett, Chair Sistos  

Noes: None 

Absent:  Vice-Chair Dillavou 

Abstain: None  

 

Agenda Host Tatiana Maury announced the motion passed 4-0. 

 

E. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION – None   

 

F. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES   

 

01/22/25-1.  Regular Meeting – December 11, 2024   
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Chair Sistos encouraged members of the public to refer to the recordings of the meetings posted on the 

website for the reason that they provide more detail on discussion than the meeting minutes.  

 

Seeing no changes, it was moved and seconded (Hackett/Ungoco) to approve the minutes as submitted. 

 

Roll Call: 

Ayes:  Commissioners Tokashiki, Ungoco, Hackett, Chair Sistos 

Noes:   None 

Absent:  Vice-Chair Dillavou  

Abstain: None 

                

Agenda Host Maury announced the motion passed 4-0. 

 

G. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 

01/22/25-2. Consideration of a Master Use Permit to allow for the sale and service of distilled 

spirits in addition to the existing beer and wine sales and service in conjunction 

with food service at an existing eating and drinking establishment located at 1112 

Manhattan Avenue, and associated environmental determination finding the 

project is exempt from further review pursuant to the California Environmental 

Quality Act. (Planning Case Nos. PE-24-00190/UP-24-00031) 

 
Chair Sistos announced the item and asked if the Commissioners had any ex parte 

communications. Seeing none, Chair Sistos called for a staff report.   

 

Planning Manager Finestone introduced Associate Planner Johnathon Masi who presented the 

staff report, providing an overview of the amendment, and making himself available for questions.  

 

Chair Sistos opened the floor for the Commission to ask questions of staff.  

 

Commission Hackett asked if the bathroom requirement is compliant with today’s development 

standards, then why it still needs to come before the Planning Commission. Planning Manager 

Finestone responded that the Municipal Code requires any modification to a prior Use Permit, 

including simple modifications to conditions of approval, to come before the Planning 

Commission. If this were the only item and it was complying with building code standards, there 

may be a mechanism in the code that staff could look towards but in this instance, there is not.  

 

Commissioner Ungoco asked the applicant if the restaurant’s two other locations in Redondo 

Beach and Hermosa Beach have gone through the process for alcohol expansion.  

 

Before opening the public hearing to allow the applicant to respond, Chair Sistos asked and 

Associate Planner Johnathon Masi confirmed that the kitchen will remain open during the time 

alcohol will be served. To date, there have been no questions/concerns regarding this request.  

 

Chair Sistos opened the public hearing, starting with the applicant. 
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Brian Kelleher, owner of The Hook & Plow, provided a summary of the restaurant’s history, 

and to answer Commissioner Ungoco’s question, confirmed that the two other locations have 

been successful in expanding their alcohol license to serve spirits.  

 

Chair Sistos asked for the description of the service counter in which Brian provided the 

following details of the space: 1) there is a counter (bar) top with no reservations needed for 

brunch, lunch or dinner, 2) one television, 3) two existing restrooms, and 4) promotion of a 

family-oriented environment.  

 

Jill Lamkin, Executive Director for the Downtown Business and Professional Association, 

shared her support for the amendment. She stated that two eating and drinking establishments 

recently closed in downtown, neither one having an incoming tenant at this point, and urged the 

importance of supporting responsible operators such as The Hook & Plow.   

  

With no other comments from the public, Chair Sistos closed the public hearing and moved to 

Commissioner discussion. 

 

Commissioner Hackett praised staff for working swiftly to get the applicants’ consideration on 

the Planning Commission calendar and provided her support for the amendment.  

 

Commissioner Ungoco provided support for the amendment as well.  

 

Chair Sistos called for a motion, and a motion was made and seconded (Ungoco/Hackett) that the 

Commission adopt the attached resolution approving the Master Use Permit, subject to 

conditions, and finding the project categorically exempt from further review pursuant to the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

 

Roll Call: 

Ayes:   Commissioners Tokashiki, Ungoco, Hackett, Chair Sistos 

Noes:   None 

Absent:  Vice-Chair Dillavou  

Abstain: None 

 

Agenda Host Maury announced that the motion passed 4-0.  

 
H. DIRECTOR’S ITEMS  

  

 Planning Manager Finestone provided an update on the following projects: 

 

1) Great White (1305 Highland Avenue) – currently under construction for tenant 

improvements and modifications to the building 

2) Esperanza (309 Manhattan Beach Boulevard) – currently in plan review 

3) Toranj Restaurant (1019 Manhattan Beach Boulevard) – submitted for plan review 

 

I. PLANNING COMMISSION ITEMS - None  

 

J. TENTATIVE AGENDA – February 12, 2025 
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K. ADJOURNMENT  

 

At 3:31 p.m. it was moved and seconded (Hackett/Ungoco) to adjourn the meeting to 3:00 p.m., 

Wednesday, February 12, 2025. The motion passed 4-0 by roll call vote.  
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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

MINUTES OF THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

January 28, 2025 

Location: Manhattan Beach City Council Chambers 

1400 Highland Avenue. Manhattan Beach, CA 90266 

 and Hybrid (remote/Zoom)  

 

 

 

 

A. CALL TO ORDER  

Chair Tokashiki called the meeting to order at 4:02 p.m.  

B. PLEDGE TO THE FLAG  

 

C. ROLL CALL   

Present: Patterson, Vice Chair Karger, Colmey, Chair Tokashiki, Torrey   

Absent: Padnos 

Staff present: Senior Recreation Supervisor (SRS) Eric Brinkman, Cultural Arts Supervisor Randy 

Niessen, Cultural Arts Coordinator Andrew Booras, Senior Management Analyst Linda Robb, 

Recording Secretary Rosemary Lackow 

 

Chair Tokashiki welcomed new commissioner Dana Torrey. 

 

SRS Brinkman introduced the Cultural Arts management team who gave self-introductions:  

 

Cultural Arts Supervisor Randy Niessen is an artist and arts manager; has worked in the arts for 15 

years, in galleries and municipal programs, most recently for the City of El Segundo.  

 

Cultural Arts Coordinator Andrew Booras has been with Manhattan Beach for 2 years, prior worked for 

El Segundo, currently works primarily in arts programming for the city at the Manhattan Beach Arts 

Center, and assists with the summer concerts in the park. 

 

D. APPROVAL OF MINUTES – November 18, 2024   

 

It was moved and seconded (Patterson/Karger) to approve the November 18th 2024 minutes as submitted; 

motion passed by voice vote: 5-1 (Padnos absent).  

 

E. CEREMONIAL - None 

 

F. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (3-Minute Limit) - None 

 

G. GENERAL BUSINESS  

 

1. Work Plan Item Discussion 

 

Utility Box Beautification (Phase III). SRS Brinkman updated: Submittals received: twenty-five adult 

applications from twelve artists, four from Manhattan Beach and just a few each from Redondo 
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Beach, Hermosa Beach, El Segundo and Lawndale. Seven applications were received from youth 

artists, three were from Manhattan Beach.  

 

The Commission discussed extending the application deadline noting that the response may have been 

impacted by the holidays and fires. It was determined that the extension will push the date of installation to 

this fall. Staff has done some outreach to the schools, but can do more and will discuss with Commissioner 

Padnos regarding displaying posters at Mira Costa and do more social media advertising.  

 

It was moved and seconded (Colmey/Karger) and unanimously approved that the deadline for submittal be 

extended approximately six weeks to March 9th.  This could allow enough time for the project to come back 

to the Commission at the March 17th meeting.   

 

SRS Brinkman encouraged all commissioners to brainstorm outlets for publicizing including through 

Commissioner Padnos at Mira Costa by placing posters.  

   

a.  Murals Update. SRS Brinkman updated that Pelicans In Flight, by Charles Lynn Bragg is now 

completed. The only other remaining mural, 3D Shark at the civic center parking structure will be placed 

on the February 4th council consent agenda for allocation of $18,000 additional to cover the expanded mural. 

  

b. Sculpture Garden. SRS Brinkman updated: project remains paused; to be added to next (2026) 

work plan.   

 

c. New Art Initiatives   

 

i. Public Art Brochure (Tokashiki, Karger, Dohner) SRS Brinkman displayed and summarized two 

new GIS maps showing locations of items in the City’s public art collection, noting staff will confirm all 

information is updated. Mr. Brinkman demonstrated how maps are interactive: by clicking on an artwork, 

information pops up about the piece and artist. Commissioner Karger noted that information collected by 

the committee is available on a spreadsheet. It was recognized that the current “storymap” on the GIS 

webpage is out of date.  

 

SRS Brinkman noted the approach now is to make the brochure simplified and to separate out the types of 

pieces (e.g. utility boxes, Strand benches, etc.) with a focus only on major public art pieces.  It will be a 

trifold, separating the collection into east vs. west sides of the city. A QR code will be included to link to 

the website where more information can be found. Staff can execute this simplified approach fairly easily 

and he believes a working draft can be brought to the next commission meeting.   

 

Going forward, 1) staff will work with IT as needed, to update the website with a CAC webpage for a user 

friendly link to the two maps (utility box murals and all other public art); and 2) staff will refine the draft 

brochure for Commission review at the next meeting and; 3) the outdated public art story map will be 

removed from the website.      

 

Chair Tokashiki commented that it would be great to have a finalized product available at the next quarterly 

city art exhibit in mid-April.   

 

ii. Poet Laureate (Patterson, Colmey, Padnos) Commissioner Patterson referenced a “Project 

Prospectus and Selection Criteria” document which the committee and staff have revised and distributed 

to the Commission.  Commissioner Patterson went over the prospectus, indicating with a few tweaks, 

feels the program description can be finalized. She commented that the project scope, page 1, brings the 
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program to life and connects to other cultural arts programs and the educational programs, page 2 target 

various age groups and reflect engagement with the Manhattan Beach Poetry Group. She reviewed the 

responsibilities for the adult and student laureates, pointing out that the council or community can request 

additional events if reasonable and appropriate.   

 

The Commission discussed focusing on the selection process, including geographic eligibility, and 

compensation.  

 

On the selection process (page 3), the Commission discussed expanding the committee from five to seven 

members to include two more non-voting members, a Cultural Arts Commissioner and a Historic Society 

representative. Commissioner Colmey noted that a Library Commissioner would be a voting member in 

the spirit of being collaborative and inclusive. Commissioner Patterson supported adding a Cultural Arts 

Commission on a non-voting basis, in that such a person will be able to give important advice and counsel. 

Further, the selection committee can be re-evaluated and modified in the future if it were felt necessary. 

The consensus was to adding the proposed two members in non-voting capacity, to the selection 

Committee.  

 

There was discussion on raising the compensation (proposed at $1,000 per event) to minimally $15,000. 

 

Regarding outreach and selection criteria, CAS Niessen, recalling the experience in El Segundo, 

commented that an invitational outreach, targeting people thought to have good credentials could be  

much more successful than a general call for applicants. He has reviewed the latest prospectus draft and 

feels that perhaps the project eligibility should be opened up to Los Angeles County.  

 

Regarding the budget (honorarium) CAS Niessen feels it perhaps should be increased and should use 

wording as a “not to exceed” amount and that the city should allow the selected candidate to somewhat 

define the scope and program. He feels that the Poet Laureate, once engaged, will establish a relationship 

with the community and additional asks for more activities or “scope creep” can occur organically.  

 

In summary, CAS Niessen suggested that more research be done into other similar programs and that a 

set amount not be specified for materials in the call for applications but let the applicant, once selected 

propose a materials budget. Regarding eligibility, Mr. Niessen stated that if the eligibility is widened the 

city could specify a preference for a South Bay candidate. Commissioner Patterson noted that while she 

did not have a specific candidate in mind, she felt there was interest among members of the Manhattan 

Beach Poetry Group.  

 

Commissioner Karger asked whether it might be helpful to add someone from the MB Poetry Group to 

the CAC Ad Hoc Committee for early input. It was decided that this would not be a conflict for the Poetry 

group member, because this is the Ad Hoc committee, not the selection committee at this stage.    

 

Chair Tokashiki  summarized three action items for the Committee going forward: 1) research other city 

poet laureate programs as to amount of compensation; 2) invite a member of the MB Poetry Group to 

join the AD Hoc Committee; and 3) consider how to open up the eligibility in the adult group to a larger 

pool of candidates, recognizing that the student poet laureate, is required to be a Mira Costa student 

(which is different from what was directed from council for the murals program eligibility).   

    

Commissioner Patterson noted a typo on page 3 of the prospectus (under criteria): bullet 4 to be 

renumbered as five, there being two number 4s).  
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Discussion was held on the three action items.  

 

CAS Niessen suggested, to be transparent the materials budget should be mentioned up front. If, however 

it appears that an honorarium increase (e.g. to $20,000) may be an issue, perhaps the that amount should 

be kept lower (e.g. $15,000) but a statement could be included that an additional (not to exceed) materials 

budget will be provided, without specifying a dollar amount.   

 

Cultural Arts Coordinator Booras noted his research that the City of Los Angeles pays its Poet Laureate 

$10,000 for 17 events/activities. Commissioner Patterson recalled input from a member of the MB Poetry 

Group who felt that the amount of compensation is less important than the materials budget in affecting 

the types of activities that can be undertaken.  

 

 

In discussing further, The Commission came to a consensus that, this being an inaugural Poet Laureate 

program, the geographic eligibility for the adult laureate should be remain as proposed, limited to the 

local South Bay community in Manhattan Beach, Hermosa Beach, and Redondo Beach.  Should this be 

found to be too limiting after submittals are received, then expanding the eligibility can be considered.  

 

Chair Tokashiki restated the action items for the committee with the understanding that the adult laureate 

eligibility criteria remain limited to nearby South Bay cities: 1) do additional research on compensation 

for other poet laureate programs, and, 2) invite input from the MB Poetry Group. 

 

iii. Memorial for the Fallen (Tokashiki, Colmey, Patterson): SRS Brinkman updated: he and 

Commissioner Colmey visited two grassy areas at the Civic Center Plaza previously suggested by Mr. 

McAulay. Both sites may have ADA compliance issues, explaining, that a plaque which has inscriptions 

that require close viewing triggers stringent access criteria. A solution may be to break the memorial 

down into two separate components, 1) an information piece (e.g. plaque) and 2) the thematic artwork 

(e.g. sculpture) which does not have as stringent ADA requirements because it can be viewed from a 

distance. It was noted, however, if the project is separated as such, only the artwork may be able to be 

funded through the public art trust fund.  

 

Two ‘next step’ actions were identified: 1) more research to understand the feasibility of designing as two 

separate components, and funding implications. LoveMB foundation may be a source of funding for the 

plaque; and 2) the committee to meet and discuss these issues with Gary McAulay a key stakeholder.   

 

Chair Tokashiki commented that the committee is still interested in finding an artist who is a service veteran.  

 

H. STAFF ITEMS   

 

Cultural Arts Division updates: SRS Brinkman reported: 

• The new city exhibit “Ripple Effect’ opened last Friday at the Art Center, 150 attended, will 

continue until March 30, 2025; is a tribute to the ocean’s great influence.  

• Live Oak Park ceramics studio: new kiln is now operational; ribbon cutting will be in February.   

• Bruce’s Beach artwork project: APPC meeting to be held this Thursday, 6-8 p.m. at the MBAC to 

review a draft RFQ; all interested persons invited.  Chair Tokashiki asked whether the Bruces Beach 

RFQ can serve as a template for other projects.    

• City historic collection archiving: HAI has completed digitization of the city’s paper and ephemera 

collection and will soon be migrated onto the city’s server. The city is also talking to LA County 

Library regarding the library hosting the city’s digitized historical collection on its website.   
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• Egrets in Flight sculpture in Polliwog Park at the botanic garden has been moved a few feet north 

and will be repaired.  

• Leadership Manhattan time capsule artwork status: a decision is to be made by council as to whether 

to deaccession it or keep and potentially refill it. Director Leyman is in communication with 

Leadership MB on this, and noted that the unveiling of contents is coming up in March.    

   

PATF budget update - SRS Brinkman reported:  

• Total trust fund: 1.7 million 

• Allocated:  $946,000 
• Un-allocated: $780,000 
• Expiring: none until 2026    

 

City Council updates: SRS Brinkman reported: 

• Artwork Conservation Program: at its December 3 meeting, City Council considered the 

Commission’s recommendations for artwork conservation showing enthusiasm and more 

awareness about conservation. The council directed:   

1)  Allocate funding to repair six artworks recommended by the Commission including: 

Beyond This Point Lies the Rest of the World; 911 Memorial; Catalina Classic; Martin Ganz 

Memorial (Live Oak Park); Metlox Kiln; and LightGate;  

2)  Deaccession and remove: Mankind’s Struggle For Eternal Peace (15th Street Post 

Office sculpture); and Permanent Wave, west facing tile mosaic at pier comfort station.  

3) Strand benches: work towards removing all existing benches and explore replacing 

with a standard more resilient and maintenance friendly bench without a memorial component.  

3)   Formal deaccession policy: Staff to explore for adoption, which will inform strand 

bench removals. Staff will review existing contracts, but City owns all benches; will involve 

outreach to owners of artworks/benches.  

 

• February 4 City Council meeting: additional funds for the 3-D Shark mural to be scheduled for 

funding (consent calendar)  

 

I. COMMISSION ITEMS  - None 

 

            

J. ADJOURNMENT   

 

 At 5:35 p.m. it was moved and seconded (Karger/Colmey) and passed unanimously by voice vote, to 

adjourn the meeting to 4:00 pm, February 19, 2025 (special date due to President’s holiday).  
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Finance Subcommittee Meeting Draft Action Minutes 
 
Meeting Date:   February 13, 2025, 3:00 p.m. 
Location:   Police/Fire Community Room 
Recording Secretary:  Helga Foushanes 
 
In Attendance:  Tim Lilligren, Treasurer   

Amy Howorth, Mayor  
David Lesser, Mayor Pro Tem 
Talyn Mirzakhanian, City Manager 

  Onyx Jones, Interim Finance Director 
Julie Bondarchuk, Financial Controller 
Libby Bretthauer, Financial Services Manager 
Emy-Rose Hanna, Revenue Services Supervisor 
Amira Khodari, Accounting Supervisor 

 
Called to Order:  3:00 p.m. by Treasurer Tim Lilligren 
 
Agenda Item #1 – Public Comments 
None. 

Agenda Item #1- Approval of Minutes from January 16, 2025, Finance Subcommittee 
Meeting 
The Finance Subcommittee approved the minutes of the January 16, 2025, meeting. 

Agenda Item #2 – Presentation of Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Draft Annual Comprehensive 
Financial Report (ACFR) 
Staff presented the draft ACFR and audit results. The City received an unmodified opinion on 
the FY 2023-2024 financial statements, which is the best possible outcome. The audit 
resulted in a finding for the year-end process with a recommendation from the auditors to 
increase staffing dedicated to the year-end close process. Two representatives from the 
audit firm Lance, Soll and Lunghard, Kelly Telford (in person) and Christian Townes 
(remotely), also delivered a presentation about the audit. 
 
Agenda Item #3–Business License Program Update 
Staff informed the subcommittee that the roll out of the on-line business license renewals 
was a great success.  The City took in $286,000 the first week, a 79% increase and received 
positive feedback.  Staff will forward briefing notes to full City Council that include the total 
number of B/L renewals and the dollar amount collected. 
 
Agenda Item #4 –– Investment Portfolio for December 2024 
Information Item only. 
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Agenda Item #5 - Month-End Financials for December 2024 
Informational Item only. 
  
Agenda Item #6 –Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Monthly Schedule of Transient Occupancy Tax, 
Lease Payments and Miscellaneous Accounts Receivables 
Informational Item only. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 3:55pm  to next meeting March 6, 2025, 10:00am, City Manager 
Conference room. 
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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH 

MINUTES OF THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION 

 

February 17, 2025 

4:00 p.m. 

 

 

The February 17, 2025 Cultural Arts Commission meeting has been rescheduled in observance 

of Presidents’ Day. 
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CITY OF MANHATTAN BEACH
MINUTES OF THE PARKING AND PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS COMMISSION

Manhattan Beach City Hall
February 27,2025

The City of Manhattan Beach Parking and Public Improvements Commission regular meeting of
Februarv 27.2025. was CANCELLED due to no agenda itons being scheduled.

The next meeting of the Parking and Public lmprovements Commission is scheduled for March 27
2025, at 4:00 p.m.
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Agenda Date: 3/18/2025  

TO:

Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

THROUGH:

Talyn Mirzakhanian, City Manager

FROM:

Ryan Heise, Acting Community Development Director

SUBJECT:

Recent Planning Commission Quasi-Judicial Decisions:

a) Use Permit Amendment to Allow Off-Sale of Distilled Spirits in Addition to the Existing 

Allowance for Off-Sale Beer and Wine, and to Allow the Business to Open One Hour Earlier 

(5:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m. Daily) than Previous Permitted (6:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m. Daily) in 

Conjunction with the Operation of an Existing Service Station and Convenience Store 

Located at 1002 Manhattan Beach Boulevard (Arco/ampm)

b) Use Permit Amendment to Allow for the On-Site Sale and Service of Distilled Spirits in 

Addition to the Existing Sale and Service of Beer and Wine in Conjunction with Food Service 

at an Existing Eating and Drinking Establishment Located at 1209 Highland Avenue (The 

Rockefeller) (Acting Community Development Director Heise).

INFORMATION ITEM ONLY

_____________________________________________________________________

On March 12, 2025, the Planning Commission considered the items described below:

1. Use Permit Amendment to allow off-sale of distilled spirits in addition to the existing 

allowance for off-sale beer and wine, and to allow the business to open one hour earlier 

(5:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m. daily) than previous permitted (6:00 a.m. - 12:00 a.m. daily) in 

conjunction with the operation of an existing service station and convenience store 

located at 1002 Manhattan Beach Boulevard (Arco/ampm)

On June 25, 2024, the Community Development Department received an application 

requesting off-sale of distilled spirits in addition to the existing allowance for off-sale beer 

and wine, and to allow the business to open one hour earlier daily (5:00 a.m. instead of 

6:00 a.m.), in conjunction with the operation of an existing service station and 
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File Number: 25-0131

convenience store located at 1002 Manhattan Beach Boulevard. On March 12, 2025, the 

Planning Commission held a duly noticed public hearing to consider the request. After 

receiving a report from City staff, and testimony from the applicant and members of the 

public, the Planning Commission voted 5-0, to approve the Use Permit Amendment, 

subject to modified conditions and findings related to site hours of operation (5:00 a.m. - 

11:00 p.m. daily), alcohol sales, and trash enclosure requirements, and found the project 

exempt from further environmental review pursuant to CEQA.

Link to the Planning Commission Staff Report:

<https://www.manhattanbeach.gov/home/showdocument?

id=56239&t=638769388098900000> 

2. Use Permit Amendment to allow for the on-site sale and service of distilled spirits in 

addition to the existing sale and service of beer and wine in conjunction with food service 

at an existing eating and drinking establishment located at 1209 Highland Avenue (The 

Rockefeller)

On November 19, 2024, the Community Development Department received an 

application requesting a Use Permit Amendment to allow for the on-site sale and service 

of distilled spirits in addition to the existing beer and wine sales and service in 

conjunction with food service at an existing eating and drinking establishment located at 

1209 Highland Avenue. On March 12, 2025, the Planning Commission held a duly 

noticed public hearing to consider the request. After receiving a report from City staff, 

and testimony from the applicant and members of the public, the Planning Commission 

voted 5-0 to approve the Use Permit Amendment as recommended by staff and found 

the project exempt from further environmental review pursuant to CEQA.  

Link to the Planning Commission Staff Report:

<https://www.manhattanbeach.gov/home/showdocument?

id=56241&t=638769388422570000> 

Pursuant to Manhattan Beach Municipal Code Section 10.100.020, Planning Commission 

quasi-judicial decisions will be reviewed by the City Council if two Councilmembers each file a 

Council review form within 15 days of the decision or if the decision is appealed by a member of 

the public.
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