
Environmental and Health Concerns 
 
How does this Project help remove trash from the water? 
 
Water from rainstorms accumulates trash and debris as it makes its way to the ocean through our storm 
drain system. This mix of rainwater and trash and debris will be pumped into a trash capture and 
sedimentation removal device before it is conveyed to the drywells for infiltration. The trash capture and 
sedimentation removal system will retain trash and debris, preventing it from clogging the infiltration 
system. The cleaned water then will percolate into the soil below the drywells. 
 
What happens to the trash that is removed? 
 
Trash that is retained in the trash capture and sedimentation systems described above is removed by city 
crews and safely disposed of at a landfill, helping to clean our environment and protect our beaches. 
 
Where does the clean rainwater go after it is infiltrated into the 
ground? 
 
Runoff that is infiltrated is naturally cleaned as it moves through the ground/soil where it eventually 
meets the groundwater table. Clean water within the groundwater table can be pumped and used for 
beneficial uses, and remaining water may eventually reach the ocean. 
 
Will the Project be impacted by sea level rise? 
 
Sea level rise will not impact the Project. The elevation of the 26th Street Parking Facility is much higher 
than future sea levels based on the medium-high risk aversion projections from the California Coastal 
Commission Sea Level Rise Policy Guidance (2018). Infiltration of rainwater into the ground will protect 
the health of freshwater basins and resist the seawater intrusion into the fresh water. 
 
Additionally, groundwater levels, which are associated with sea levels, will not impact the infiltration 
systems proposed in the parking facility (drywells) during their design life. There will be adequate 
separation between the infrastructure and groundwater, based on the medium-high risk aversion 
projections from the California Coastal Commission Sea Level Rise Policy Guidance (2018). 
 
Will the Project generate odors? 
 
The Project is designed to prevent odors from developing. The system facilitates the movement of water 
through the infiltration system’s components, and the pretreatment unit captures trash, sediment, and 
debris from the diverted runoff. Captured trash and debris will be removed regularly as part of routine 
maintenance. 
 

Structural and Community Impact 
 



Will adjacent slopes or existing structures on nearby properties be 
impacted by construction of the infiltration facilities? 
 
No, given the site topography and soil conditions, construction of the proposed improvements is not 
anticipated to have an impact on structures or slopes in the vicinity of the Project. A detailed Feasibility 
Study (https://www.manhattanbeach.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/50260/637903697413130000) 
was conducted and contains more detailed information pertaining to the geotechnical findings. 
 
How will the Project affect nearby residences? 
 
After construction is complete, there will be minimal inconveniences to adjacent residences in relation to 
the stormwater capture system. Stormwater capture components will be located below ground, and only 
access lids will be visible on the surface. Residents may observe the City conducting routine maintenance, 
at which time maintenance vehicles will be servicing the underground components. 
 
Will there be a potential of ocean and groundwater contamination? 
 
No, the Project is being constructed to improve water quality of the underground basin and to keep 
contamination from reaching our pristine beaches. Under existing conditions, polluted stormwater runoff 
is discharged directly into the Santa Monica Bay through a storm drain that outlets near 28th Street. The 
Project will capture runoff generated from about one inch of rainfall and prevent it (and the pollutants it 
carries) from reaching the beach, Santa Monica Bay, and the ocean. Trash and debris will be captured 
and retained in the trash capture and sedimentation system. Other pollutants will be filtered out through 
the infiltration process and will be broken down by microbial action in the soil over time. Similar 
infiltration projects are implemented throughout the Southern California over drinking water aquifers 
without any identified issues. 
 

Construction Details 
 
How long will it take to construct? 
 
Construction is expected to last approximately 18 months. Construction will be phased, such that the full 
Project area is not impacted throughout the full construction duration. Impacts to the 28th Street and 
Manhattan Avenue intersection are expected to last around 6 months, Manhattan Avenue between 26th 
Street and 27th Street is expected to be closed around 6-9 months, and the parking facility is expected to 
be closed for around 12-15 months. 
 
What impacts will I experience during construction? 
 
Construction activities generally result in temporary inconveniences to the surrounding community. The 
City will work closely with the Contractor to minimize any impacts as much as possible during 
construction. Some of the impacts that can be expected during construction may include: road closures, 
traffic detours, parking facility closures, reduced pedestrian access, noise, dust/debris, and limited street 
parking – all of which will be mitigated through strict construction requirements specified by the City. 
 

https://www.manhattanbeach.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/50260/637903697413130000


What are the expected noise levels during construction? 
 
A detailed noise study was prepared during the design process to identify anticipated noise levels during 
construction. Results of the noise study were included in the Mitigated Negative Declaration(See link 
above). Mitigation measures were recommended for use during construction. 
 
The Contractor will monitor noise levels and implement noise-reducing measures to reduce the noise to 
meet the Municipal Code. The Mitigated Negative Declaration mentions the potential use of noise 
barriers, noise control curtains, and/or noise enclosures to meet noise level requirements. Construction 
will be permitted Monday through Friday only. No work will be permitted on weekends or holidays. 
Construction activities will comply with exterior noise standards defined in the Manhattan Beach Municipal 
Code, Section 5.48.160. 
 
What will the impact on traffic and parking be for nearby residents? 
 
Traffic detours will be used during construction to route traffic around lane closures and/or full roadway 
closures. Signage and electronic message boards will be used in advance of, and during, closures to alert 
commuters in advance so that alternative routes can be taken. 
 
What dust control measures will be used at the construction site? 
 
Dust mitigation measures will be implemented pursuant to Rule 403 of the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District, as documented in the Mitigated Negative Declaration. Water application techniques 
will be used to mitigate the impact of dust particles, and grading operations will be suspended when 
winds exceed 25 mph. 
 

Financial and Logistical Information 
 
What is the cost and how will it be paid? 
 
The cost estimate for the construction of the diversion and infiltration system as well as the 
improvements to the 26th Street Parking Facility is approximately $27 Million. 
 
How is the Project funded? 
 
Local and State grants are the primary funding source for the Project. The City was awarded up to $17.6 
Million from the Safe, Clean Water Program (Measure W) administered by the Los Angeles County Flood 
Control District, $8.5 Million from the State Water Resources Control Board Proposition 1 Storm Water 
Fund, and $4.9 Million from the Proposition 68 Urban Flood Reduction program administered by the 
California Natural Resources Agency. 
  



Additional Questions 
 
Who is the contact person for more information or concerns? 
 
Please see the Project Manager contact information below.  
Jeff Fijalka, P.E. 
Phone: (310) 802-5358 
Email: jfijalka@manhattanbeach.gov 
 
How can the residents stay informed about Project updates? 
 
Notices will be hand delivered or mailed at the beginning of construction and at various stages 
throughout and this website will be updated monthly. Additionally, please contact Lisa Naslund at (310) 
802-5368 or lnaslund@manhattanbeach.gov and request to be added to the bi-weekly email update.  

mailto:jfijalka@manhattanbeach.gov
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