








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Martha Alvarez

From: ric arrigoni <ricarrigoni@me.com>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 6:14 PM
To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] No apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| prefer an acknowledgment and not an apology. Been resident 30 years and downtown business owner 20 years.

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: Kate Arrigoni <katearrigoni@me.com>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 5:54 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] No Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| prefer an acknowledgement and not an apology. 47 year resident.

Kate Arrigoni
310.614.5154
Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: Laura Kiely <laurakiely@verizon.net>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 4:21 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Steve Napolitano’s apology - Bruce’s Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Council Members,
| have read Steve Napolitano’s apology, and | hope Council will approve it.

I've also learned that it’s been determined by legal counsel that neither the City nor current residents can be legally
liable for damages if this apology is issued.

Joe Franklin has also offered his version of an apology, but | have not found a public record of it. Mr. Franklin, will you
please send me a copy?

Let’s get past the fear and excuses and do the right thing. Issue an apology for the racism that motivated eminent
domain proceedings against the Bruces and other families.

Thank you for your consideration.
Best,

Laura Kiely

Manhattan Beach resident since 1994
310 503-6245

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: footfreymd@aol.com

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 1:26 PM
To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
Dear City Council

It is very important that we preserve an accurate and honest history of the city of Manhattan Beach. | support a memorial
at the site of Bruce Beach and believe it should be maintained as the destination green space that it is.

| do not support an on going task force.

| was born and raised in Manhattan Beach. My business and home are in the city. | attended Robinson, Center and Mira
Costa. The best thing we can do to support and invest in our future and diverse young population is to open the schools!

Sincerely,
C Frey MD



Martha Alvarez

From: Lida Sandera <lidasbeach@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 9:41 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: NO APOLOGY

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| have been a Manhattan Beach resident for 47 years. If new plaques
are going to go up, the city’s appropriate response should be an
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT...NOT AN APOLOGY!l This issue happened
one hundred years ago. Almost all of the Manhattan Beach residents
weren’t even conceived yet!

Task Force:

The TRUE apology needs to be from every person on the Task Farce
for the vicious, venomous, racist hate crime they brought forth to the
Manhattan Beach residents. Whether or not any of you believe in God,
you will still have to answer to Him. There are only two places where
we will be sent. The Bible states in so many words that the smoking
section isn’t exactly a party and no, you won’t be with your friends.
Get a life, people, and try to be kind instead of malicious.

Lida Sandera



Martha Alvarez

From: Carol Shafer <carolfinejewelry@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 9:38 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO APOLOGY

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| have been a Manhattan Beach resident for 37 years. If new plaques are going to
go up, the city’s appropriate response should be an
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT...NOT AN APOLOGY!! This issue happened one hundred
years ago. Almost all of the Manhattan Beach residents weren’t even conceived
yet!

Task Force:

The TRUE apology needs to be from every person on the Task Farce for the
vicious, venomous, racist hate crime they brought forth to the Manhattan Beach
residents. Whether or not any of you believe in God, you will still have to answer
to Him. There are only two places where we will be sent. The Bible states in so
many words that the smoking section isn’t exactly a party and no, you won’t be
with your friends. Get a life, people, and try to be kind instead of malicious.

Carol Elizabeth Shafer



Martha Alvarez

From: Ann Gotthoffer <anngott@aol.com>

Sent: Monday, March 22, 2021 6:59 AM

To: List - City Council; City Manager

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Bruce Beach Task Force, Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Manhattan Beach Council Members,

We regret not contacting you prior to your last meeting; we hesitated as we are Hermosa Beach residents. Our address is
3512 The Strand, so we are just about as close to MB as one can get. However, we believe this issue transcends exact
zip codes, and it is important we speak out.

We were very offended by the anonymous Beach Reporter newspaper ad, and social media posts that were filled with
false accusations and misinformation, and we are concerned that has caused undue influence in the community and on
the Council.

We were also very disappointed to learn that the BBTF was disbanded. Our understanding from friends who tuned in to
the meeting was that the majority of comments were in favor of the Task Force continuing; it seems the minority prevailed
unfortunately.

We understand the question of issuing an apology was tabled and believe a clear and strong apology should be issued
for the racist motivations that resulted in the imminent domain proceedings, and actions condoned by MB officials. The
apology should include the City's understanding or clarification of the hurt/ harm caused, a pledge of never repeating it,
the actions that will be taken to make things right, as well as saying "we're sorry", and "please forgive us". A good
statement would be more along the lines of "making amends" vs. a simple, often hallow, apology. The City Council
Attorney could serve as an oversight to help alleviate legal concerns that were raised.

We applaud the efforts of the Council and the Task Force for their attention and work on this matter. However, our
community, and the City of Manhattan Beach can do better! We are not represented by nameless people hiding behind
the banner of "Concerned Citizens" in flyers, ads and posts.

Sincerely,

Ann Gotthoffer
Cedric (Mickey) McRae



Martha Alvarez

From: Laura Kiely <laurakiely@verizon.net>

Sent: Sunday, March 21, 2021 10:18 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s Beach apology / legal concerns

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Council Members,

| write this in response to an email | received from Suzanne Hadley, whose fear of imagined legal consequences may
interfere with taking official steps to unequivocally denounce and apologize for the City’s past unconscionable racist
behavior.

Perhaps the action taken by the City of Glendale (see attachment below) can assuage Council’s concerns about legal
fallout if Council issues an official apology about the racist motivations for eminent domain proceedings against the
Bruce Family. Other City Councils have issued apologies for past wrongs.

We still have members in our community that deny the existence of past systemic racism as well as current racism in
Manhattan Beach. I'm hopeful that Council will bravely take an official step to acknowledge and make amends for the
ugly truth concerning the Bruce family, and lead our community to move forward to be better. Our community is worth
it.

Thank you for your consideration.

Best,

Laura Kiely

Manhattan Beach resident and
voter since 1994

310 503-6245

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://spectrumnewsl.com/share/ca/la-west/news/2020/10/09/glendale-becomes-first-
ca-city-to-recognize-history-as-sundown-town-
?cid=share_email__;!'AxJhxnnVZ8w!aDP5cExU0x7SY6kinvWa9VOWpsRb4yg83KyubPclAaBK1xiUx2LxsTd3PXs1USESpJgS
Ng$

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: Pablo <pprietto444@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 4:08 PM

To: List - City Council; infocitycouncil@citymb.info
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Hello City Council Members.

| am a frequent visitor/patron (restaurants, shops, parking) of Manhattan Beach. | have surfed there at least once
a week for years, often at 26th Street, AKA Bruce's Beach. It is truly a beautiful city populated with lovely
people.

Reading about the history of Bruce's Beach makes me sad, but also hopeful as | recognize that we are living in a
different time. Making reparations to the Bruce family in the form of returning the property to the family, along
with a formal apology, provides a unique opportunity for the City to show the world how much it has grown,
and what a truly great and enlightened community Manhattan Beach has become. It is a sign of great maturity
and courage for a person, or a city, to own up to earlier transgressions and to take responsibility for them. No
one believes that any current Manhattan Beach residents are directly culpable for what transpired so many years
ago. However, refusing to make a formal apology to the family, as well as descendants of other Black families,
makes the City look complicit, or at least like the City condones the actions taken by past city leaders. Making
the apology shows that the City wants to be on the right side of history and, yes, to atone for the mistakes of
your predecessors. Do the correct thing. Make us all proud.

Thank you.

Pablo Prietto



Martha Alvarez

From: Jessica Erker <erker.j@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 11:58 AM
To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce Beach Task Force

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Hello, it has come to my attention that the Bruce Beach Task Force was disbanded. It is unclear why this
important task force, organized to address a decades old racial injustice committed by the city, would now, of
all times, be voted down. Now is the time to address these grievous errors. Please appeal to your consciousness
and bring back the task force to help cleanse this ugly and abhorrent stain on Manhattan Beach's history.

Sincerely,
Jessica Erker
Los Angeles Resident



Martha Alvarez

From: justin hunger <jhungerl113@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 9:38 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Hi,

| am writing you to ask that you consider giving the land stolen from the Bruce family under eminent domain,
known as Bruce’s Beach, back to the descendants of the original owners. It is not right that the land was taken
from them - most definitely for the fact that they were black - and that the family is being denied their
inheritance. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,
Mr. Justin Hunger



Martha Alvarez

From: Deborah Roman <Anairy_26@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 7:50 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
To whom it may concern:

As a POC, it is my duty to write to this City Council and ask them to rectify a long history of exclusion by
returning the deed of Bruce's Beach to their rightful owners - the descendents of Willa and Charles Bruce. A
past of racial discrimination and exclusion has no place in our society.

Kind regards,
Deborah Roman



Martha Alvarez

From: Alisa Alexander <alisa@alisainspires.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 7:36 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Racism has a history. Unfortunately, that history is alive and well with what should be family owned Bruce’s
beach. Generational wealth should’ve been inherited by the Bruce family. The family should be compensated at
the very least. Please reconsider and do what’s right.--

Let’s connect!

Do you realize how valuable you are? Do you see your power and potential?

Be reminded today as you listen to #Greater, my debut single! #Greater on iTunes https://apple.co/2WY6Zvj
Register for the #Greater Empowerment Conference on December 5 at 10 am CST
https://alisainspires.com/conference/

IG @ajstaralex https://bit.ly/2G8FFVp

Twitter @ajstaralex https://twitter.com/ajstaralex

Facebook @Alisa Sample-Alexander Il

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/user/ajstar1908

Lastly, check out my website https://alisainspires.com

“Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater than he who is in
the world.” — 1 John 4:4



Martha Alvarez

From: Katy Hall <saltyblueocean@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 7:26 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Restore Bruce’s Beach Task Force

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Hi,

I’m writing to ask that the disbanded Bruce’s Beach Task Force be restored. Not often do we have the
opportunity to reconcile with our country’s racist history in a meaningful way but your team saw that it was
necessary and attempted to do something about it. Please don’t bend to pressure when something can be done.
Katy Hall

Katy Hall



Martha Alvarez

From: Renee Williams <renwills98@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 7:.03 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce Beach Task Force

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Hello,

Please reconsider the fate of the Bruce Beach Task Force. Restorative juice is so necessary, especially in this
instance.



Martha Alvarez

From: Ashleigh K <ashleigh.knotts@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 6:01 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

To whom it may concern,

Given the history of Bruce Park, | ask that you please reconsider the disbanding of the task force. The United States was
built on racist structures and it doesn’t make sense to uphold them in 2021. If the city hadn’t forced Willa and Charles
out, the family today would be the owners of this now $72m property. The personal wealth of the surrounding area
shouldn’t be the key controller of this issue. The descendants of Willa and Charles Bruce deserve reparations for the
harm done.

Regards,
Ashleigh



Martha Alvarez

From: kit kat <ksclist@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 6:00 AM
To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Hello

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
Please do the right thing and reconsider regarding Bruce’s Beach. Either give the property back to descendants
or pay them the fair price for the land.



Martha Alvarez

From: Bryce William <smithbrycewilliam@yahoo.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 20, 2021 12:35 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

I've recently been made aware of the history of Bruce’s beach and to say that | am disgusted is an understatement. If the
city of Manhattan Beach cannot make this right by returning the land that was stolen or by paying the family reparations
then 1 will never visit or do business in your beautiful city ever again. | will also do my part to share this story to ensure
that others follow suit.

The history is absolutely shameful. You all have an opportunity to correct it. Do what’s right.

With Great concern,
Bryce Smith

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: Antoinette Brown <antoinetteb716@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 11:30 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] BRUCE FAMILY DESCENDANTS LAND BACK

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

To whom this may concern I’m writing you in regard to the land that was taken from Bruce family years ago.
Due to racial discrimination

| would love for the city to make history right by giving the Manhattan beach land back and provide reparations
to the descendants of the Bruce Family.

The descendants would still own this land today there family and descendants would have wealth from what

their parents bought if wasn’t taken from them.

The racism and motives were intentional to do harm to many black family’s. From murder to inequality
And discrimination across all areas of life.

This family was able to overcome an purchase this land for it to later be taken from them.

Please please make it right

Thanks
Antoinette



Martha Alvarez

From: Madeleine Shelton <mshelton93@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 9:57 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce Beach Taskforce

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Mayor Hadley and Manhattan Beach City Council:

What is your plan to reconcile Manhattan Beach’s painful and exclusionary policies of stripping the Bruce
Family of the land they purchased?

Is there an effort to reinstate the task force to right the antiquated and racist laws of the past?

Best regards,
Madeleine Shelton

Madeleine Shelton



Martha Alvarez

From: Adam Gottfried <adamtgottfried@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 9:21 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach Task Force

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear City Council,
I am writing to respectfully request that the Bruce's Beach Task Force be reinstated.
I was appalled to learn about this situation from the following TikTok video:

https://vm.tiktok.com/ZMeSEtKAy/

Please rectify this situation and work to right the wrongs of the best.

Sincerely,
Adam Gottfried



Martha Alvarez

From: Rachel Baylor <rachelmbaylor@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 8:29 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach task force

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Hello,

| am a San Diego resident who recently learned about the history of Bruce's Beach on social media, including
the plans the city council had made to form a task force and acknowledge the history of the beach. I learned that
the beach was originally one of the only beaches in the area that wasn't restricted to white people, but the city
forcibly took the land from the family through eminent domain and left it vacant for 40 years.

| understand a group of Manhattan Beach residents raised enough negative attention about the task force to
cause the city council to reconsider. | would like to respectfully encourage your city council to try forming the
task force again.

The history of our entire country is inseparable from the history of racism and countless acts of violence and
injustice like what the city did with Bruce's Beach, and in my opinion our country will never be able to
reconcile, live up to our values of freedom and liberty for all, and move forward together until we all take a
serious look at our past and acknowledge what happened. | believe it is within your power as a city council to
take an important and meaningful step toward racial justice and reconciliation in Manhattan Beach and |
strongly and respectfully encourage you to take it.

Thanks very much for reading this,
Rachel Baylor
Pacific Beach, San Diego



Martha Alvarez

From: Government Affairs <GOVAFFAIRS@LISTSERV.PH.LACOUNTY.GOV> on behalf of
Joshua Bobrowsky <jbobrowsky@PH.LACOUNTY.GOV>

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 7:17 PM

To: GOVAFFAIRS@LISTSERV.PH.LACOUNTY.GOV

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Revised Los Angeles County Health Officer Order, March 19, 2021

(Effective as of 12:01 AM 3/20/21)

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Officials and Staff,

Please see today's update to the Los Angeles County Health Officer
Order<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/HOO/HOQ_SaferatHom
eCommunity.pdf__;1'AxJhxnnVZ8w!Yj7RSFzB1goalQKqpuilwHoqfffkSqFytGhzWe64fY90qk4YmDMvDOPkXT8Qe0k8 QB
D_A$ > (HOO)(dated March 19, 2021), effective as of 12:01 AM Saturday, March 20, 2021.

The HOO was modified to reflect updates that allow breweries, distilleries, and wineries to reopen for outdoors only if
not serving a bona fide meal; add a specific protocol for Limited Services, Appendix
W<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/docs/protocols/Reopening_Limit
edServices.pdf__;IAXxJhxnnVZ8w!Yj7RSFzB1goalQKgpuilwHoqfffkSqFytGhzWe64fY90gk4YmDMvDOPKXT8Qe0kOSljixg$
>: and increase the number of participants obtaining in-person behavioral health or substance use disorder support in
therapeutic small group meetings and obtaining in-person faith based small group counseling services, where the
services cannot reasonably be practiced remotely.

Public Health's HOO and sector protocols are available on our
website<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/media/Coronavirus/__;!'AxJhxnnVZ8w!Yj7RSFz
B1goalQKqgpuilwHoqfffkSqFytGhz\We64fY90qk4YmDMvDOPkXT8QeOKkhHKACWWS >.

Vaccination Eligibility

For the latest information on vaccine eligibility and required documentation, please see the Vaccination
Appointment<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/acd/ncorona2019/vaccine/hcwsignup/__;!
IAXJhxnnVZ8w!Yj7RSFzB1goalQKqpuilwHoqfffkSqFytGhzWe64fY90gk4YmDMvDOPKXT8Qe0mo-OeONAS > page at
VaccinateLACounty.com<https://urldefense.com/v3/__http://www.vaccinatelacounty.com/__;I'AxJhxnnVZ8w!Yj7RSFzB
1goalQKqgpuilwHoqfffkSqFytGhzWe64fY90gk4YmDMvDOPKXT8QeOliealykQ$ >.

Thank you for your ongoing efforts to protect the health of Los Angeles County residents.

Joshua Bobrowsky, J.D., M.P.H.

He/Him/His

Director, Government Affairs

Los Angeles County Department of Public Health

313 N. Figueroa St., Suite 808, Los Angeles, CA 90012

213-288-7871 (direct)
jbobrowsky@ph.lacounty.gov<mailto:jbobrowsky@ph.lacounty.gov>

HEHHHHHHHH R R



To unsubscribe from the GOVAFFAIRS list, click the following link:

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://listserv.ph.lacounty.gov/scripts/wa.exe?TICKET=NzM30Dk4|ENpdHIDb3VuY2IsQE

NIVFINQIi5ITKZPIEPVKFGRKFIUIMgIAKSFAXY TICi&c=SIGNOFF__:IAXIhxnnVZ8w!Yj7RSFzB1goalQKgpuilwHoqfffkSgFytGh
ZWe64fY90gk4YmDMvDOPKXT8QeOkiwtmjYA$



Martha Alvarez

From: Molly McLean <mollyshea32@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 5:03 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| support the motion to give the Bruce’s Beach land back to the Bruce family. Racist exclusion of the past has
implications today. If you believe that racism is shameful, act ashamed and do something about this.

Molly McLean
Resident of Los Angeles



Martha Alvarez

From: Rory OBrien <captainowow@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 4:43 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO APOLOGY

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
| am a 69 yr resident of Manhattan Beach

| PREFER AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND NOT AN APOLOGY.
Racism starts with Good parenting and certainly character, integrity and morals doesn’t hurt.

Rory O’Brien



Martha Alvarez

From: Jane Franklin <janehomemail@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 3:29 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] No apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

I bought my first house in Manhattan Beach in 1974. | vote in every election. | prefer an
acknowledgement and not an apology.

Thank you all for your work on these very tough matters. | would like to see the City put
this aside and move forward together.

Jane Franklin
1009 11th St, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266



Martha Alvarez

From: Don McCammack <dommc@me.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 2:05 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] No Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| prefer an acknowledge and not an apology.
I've been a resident for 43 years.

Don McCammack



Martha Alvarez

From: bgriff616@aol.com

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 2:03 PM
To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] No apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
| prefer an acknowledgement and not an apology.
Barry Griffiths
45 year resident



Martha Alvarez

From: Jill Lamkin <jill@downtownmanhattanbeach.com>

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 1:36 PM

To: List - City Council

Cc: Mike Simms

Subiject: [EXTERNAL] White Lights on the Pier

Attachments: Letter to Council - Changing Lights on Pier.pdf; ATTO0001.htm

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
The DBPA would like to respectfully submit a letter to Council supporting only white lights on the Pier. Thank
you for your time and have a wonderful weekend!



DOWNTOWN

EST. 1912

March 19, 2021

Mayor Suzanne Hadley
Members of City Council
City Manager Bruce Moe

City of Manhattan Beach
1400 Highland Avenue
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

Dear Mayor Hadley et al,

The DBPA discussed the changing colors of the pier lights at our most recent monthly membership meeting. There
was a strong reaction from our businesses regarding changing the classic beauty of white lights on our iconic pier
to a regular rotation of colors based on holidays or local events. The white lights are classic and timeless and
enhance the aesthetics of our Downtown business district.

The MB Pier has a century of history and is recognizable as a landmark around the state, the country and even the
world. So much has been done to maintain the historic integrity of the pier, and the current project replacing the
pier railings is a perfect example of trying to maintain its historical character. Although the new materials for the
railing will be different, Councilmember Napolitano asked for samples of the material to ensure the color is as
exact a match as possible to ensure the consistent look of this iconic landmark.

Adding colored and/or changing lights not only detracts from its classic beauty, it could also pose safety issues
when darker colors are used to light the pier.

The DBPA strongly advocates for the continued use of white lights year-round to maintain the classic ambiance of
this historic monument. Thank you for your consideration.

Respectfully,

Mike Simms Jill Lamkin
President, DBPA Executive Director, DBPA



Martha Alvarez

From: Laura Kiely <laurakiely@verizon.net>

Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 1:38 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce Family Apology and Bruce’s Beach Task Force

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear City Council,
Please issue an apology on behalf of Manhattan Beach for the racially motivated eminent domain action taken against
the Bruce Family. Acknowledging a wrong is the decent thing to do.

I’'m very disappointed that the Bruce’s Beach Task Force was not allowed to continue their efforts to advise CC on issues
of equity, equality, and inclusion in our city. We obviously need to address these issues.

Thank you to those of you who spoke out against the misinformation being spread about the Bruce’s Beach Task Force
and its mission.

Thank you to those who spoke out against the anonymous and inaccurate mailings and newspaper ad. You did the right
thing.

Thank you for your consideration.
Best,
Laura Kiely

Manhattan Beach resident since 1994

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: Janet Hilton <janethilton122@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 1:37 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO APOLOGY

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Please act rationally and vote for an acknowledgment of what prior residents and staff did 100 years ago.

Janet and Hugh Hilton



Martha Alvarez

From: Christy Barnes <Christy@btglobal.net>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 1:17 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] SUPPORT OUR CHILDREN

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear City Council
Please do whatever is in your power to force the MBUSD to open schools full time for all students K-12!

2 hours, twice a week for MBMS Students is not enough! Without bussing kids, how are they supposed to get to and
from the school site in that short of time frame? What will they learn? It is more distracting than helpful.

CDC guidelines are now 3 feet apart! PUSH THEM TO OPEN ASAP!
Thank you,

Taxpayer, MB Resident, Mom of three MBUSD Students
Christy Barnes



Martha Alvarez

From: Doreen Dice <ddice@tdaltd.net>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 12:35 PM
To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] no apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

No Apology and an acknowledgement if necessary but prefer neither.

Doreen Dice



Martha Alvarez

From: Cynthia Stokes <cindystokes33@icloud.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 12:22 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] For Art committee

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

As a “learning” project, perhaps we could use our MB schools to have a contest to design the art project.

Cindy Stokes



Martha Alvarez

From: Cynthia Stokes <cindystokes33@icloud.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 12:18 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] No apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| prefer acknowledgement.

Cindy Stokes
133 3rd Street



Martha Alvarez

From: Jackie Ray <ray.house66@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 11:36 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] NO APOLOGY

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| prefer an acknowledgement and not an apology.

Jackie Ray
MB resident of 25 years.



Martha Alvarez

From: Jacob Gotta <jacobgotta@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 11:.08 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruces Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
To the City Council,

I am disappointed to hear about your recent decision to disband the Bruces Beach Task Force. The Clty of Manhattan Beach was
doing the right thing in recognizing racism in the past, and by disbanding the task force and refusing its suggestions, this city council
is only perpetuating the denial of systemic racism which makes said systems so difficult to overcome.

I urge you to reconsider. Do not let a group like ‘concerned residents of MB,' too scared to put their actual names out in public, stand
in the way of acknowledging the past or moving forward. They would rather pretend these things never happened than simply accept
the legacy of racism and exclusion endemic to these United States.

You have the power and the responsibility to do the right thing. | hope that you will take that responsibility seriously and act instead of
letting these 'concerned residents' intimidate your decisions.

Thank you,
Jake Gotta



Martha Alvarez

From: Ronald Milner <knowledgethebestmedicine@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, March 19, 2021 10:57 AM

To: Bruces Beach Task Force

Cc: List - City Council

Subiject: [EXTERNAL] Factual history

Attachments: fact.history.pdf

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

I would like the history subcommittee to consider the document attached as they update the history



































































































Martha Alvarez

From: Stephanie Caridad <stephanielcaridad@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 5:56 PM

To: City Clerk; List - City Council; City Manager

Subject: [EXTERNAL] In Favor of an Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Mayor Hadley, Mayor Pro Tem Stern, City Council Member Napolitano, City Council Member

Montgomery, and City Council Member Franklin,

| write to encourage the City Council to adopt a Resolution of Apology to the Bruce Family and for the City's
action in the 1920s in regards to Bruce's Beach.

| encourage you to be leaders for the city and its residents, to move beyond numbers games and pre-determined
opinions, and to act in favor of what's best for Manhattan Beach.

Doing the best thing for Manhattan Beach does not just mean protecting the City's legal interests. That is the job
of the City Attorney, who has determined that an apology will not bring legal vulnerability to the city.

Doing the best thing for Manhattan Beach does not just mean protecting the City's financial health, though in
this case, this decision is in fact cost neutral. An apology does not hold the City to an opening of its coffers.

The best thing for Manhattan Beach is to live up to the principles and values that we want to define us as a
neighborhood. When we raise children in this city, they are taught that to be their best self, they acknowledge
wrongdoing, and they apologize. The City, in its long history, was part of a miscarriage of justice to the Bruce
family and other Black Americans. Remorse, not neutral acknowledgement, is crucial to move forward in our
history.

In issuing an apology, Manhattan Beach would be the 4th city in America to apologize for racism in its past. We
would be among the first, a leader, in what will be an increasing number of cities taking a similar step towards
expressing remorse and re-committing to the neighborly compassion we all value.

It has been an honor to serve with my fellow residents and Councilmembers Stern and Napolitano - a group that
was engaged, thoughtful, dedicated to our city - on the Bruce's Beach Task Force. | urge the City Council to
give weight to the work completed by those you chose to serve the City. We 15 stand unanimously, with
hundreds others next us, asking for the City to take the step of an Apology together. | hope Manhattan Beach
can be the leader it has the potential to be.

Best,

Stephanie Caridad
Bruce's Beach Task Force Member



Martha Alvarez

From: lynn mciver <lynnmciver90@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 4:49 PM

To: List - City Council; lynn mciver

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce"s Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
NO to APOLOGY...We are NOT guilty of what happened 100 years ago.History is History; we are trying to
learn from mistakes made. Let's go forward. Lynn and Tom Mclver



Martha Alvarez

From: Don Spencer <donspencer.art@hotmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 4:32 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Do not bolster unhealthy belief

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Yes, skin color remains important — but only to those who have an emotional (and possibly a
political) need for it to seem important. Measured by social harmony, this psychological
condition is an unhealthy dysfunction.

An “apology” for what skin-color “families” believed 100 years ago bolsters the idea that it is
important to maintain an empathy with skin-color “families” today. It is time for us to
diagnose this request as the fundamentally racist thing that it is - and rid ourselves of this
primitive foolishness.

Do not cater to those who spread this virus, and someday we will be rid of this disease.

Don Spencer

3901 Crest Drive

Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
310546 7913



Martha Alvarez

From: Janet Volpe <janetvolpe@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 4:26 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Council Members-
My husband and | are 30 year residents of Manhattan beach.

Please be very serious this week and confirm an acknowledgment rather than an apology regarding Bruce’s Beach. This
eminent domain decision was made 100 years ago, long before any of us was born. While wrong, we did not participate
in this decision. Therefore, we should not be apologizing.

We know many people in Manhattan Beach and do not know anyone who wishes harm to others nor is a racist. This
situation in our microcosm seems to reflect the madness that has taken over our country. The average citizen wants
nothing more than to be left alone to live his or her life.

Please lead the way out of this by concluding the Bruce’s Beach chapter with the original plan: acknowledgment with NO
anti-racism pledge, and current history report to be looked at and edited for factual content by our MB Historical
Society. In addition, all history/videos should be removed from the City website the historical society has completed the
review.

Yours sincerely,
Janet Volpe Vailokaitis

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: Susan Goodlerner <susan@drgoodlerner.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 4:25 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
Attn all City Council Members:

The history of the city of Manhattan Beach seizing the beach front resort of the Bruce family is shameful. As a 30-year
resident of this city, | and many other citizens feel doing nothing is not an option.

A recent New York Times article quoted Mayor Hadley: “I do not want to apologize, do you?” This sentiment does not
reflect my point of view or that of many Manhattan Beach citizens. As our mayor, Ms. Hadley has the responsibility to
speak on behalf of all our city’s residents. Recognizing and even apologizing for discriminatory acts of the past are the
first steps in creating anti-racist policies now. Mayor Hadley’s refusal to address this issue and the council’s disbanding
of the Bruce’s Beach Task Force calls into question the council’s commitment to serve all residents and help our city
chart a brighter future. The city council needs to address the issue in a manner that shows we as a city have changed our
attitude.

Last year on the 75" anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz, Angela Merkel made a moving speech in which she
expressed a “deep sense of shame for the barbaric crimes that were committed by Germans.” We can all learn from how
the Germans have confronted and moved beyond their history.

The world is changing; correcting past wrongs is the morally right thing to do.

Susan Goodlerner MD
Manhattan Beach resident since 1986



Martha Alvarez

From: Jen Jenkins Dohner <jendohner@gmail.com>

Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 3:58 PM

To: List - City Council; City Manager; Hildy Stern; Joe Franklin; Richard Montgomery;
Suzanne Hadley; Steve Napolitano

Subiject: [EXTERNAL] The Way Forward for MB

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Manhattan Beach City Council Members-
CC: Office of the Manhattan Beach City Clerk,
LA County Supervisor, Janice Hahn

First, | want to address a piece of news | heard that a bottle was thrown through the front window of Council
Member Franklin’s house early Thursday morning. Council Member Franklin, | want you to know that I'm so
very sorry that happened to you and your family. | can’t believe someone would do that, and | imagine it was a
frightening experience for all involved. | dearly hope this was a random act and not one that was politically
motivated, but in any case, | have contacted various leaders across the coalition supporting the cause | write
about today asking them to reaffirm their commitments to non-violence. Anonymous acts like this are cowardly,
menacing, toxic, and do not belong in civil discourse. For the record, | also think anonymous letters deeply
insinuating attribution of this act when that information remains unknown are similarly cowardly, menacing,
toxic, and uncivil, not to mention incredibly divisive.

By apologizing for what happened, | do not believe | have opened myself to any liability on the matter. | don’t
imagine my apology makes me a suspect in the crime. In fact, | believe it separates me from anyone who
might wish harm to Council Member Franklin or his property. It is in the same vein that | write to advocate for
Council Member Hildy Stern's version of the Resolution of Apology from the Manhattan Beach City Council to
the Bruce family and other Black families for the wrongs done to them nearly 100 years ago. To apologize is
simply to say “I'm sorry.” To be “sorry” means to be filled with sorrow. It expresses the empathy, the humanity,
and the compassion of saying “this pains me too.” It does not necessarily mean to be “at fault” or to “admit
guilt,” though one could make an argument to that effect whether an apology is issued or not.

The Manhattan Beach Board of Trustees of the 1920’s was the predecessor of the Manhattan Beach City
Council of today. Both have had the power and discretion to make important decisions for the City of
Manhattan Beach at large. As such, they are part of the same longstanding institution. When an institution
takes up and perpetuates racist policies, that is called “institutional (also known as “systemic”) racism.” Part of
what can perpetuate racism is the denial that it exists. | am grateful that the members of our City Council
appear to be willing to acknowledge and condemn the fact that the policies enacted and the actions taken not
only happened but were motivated by racism and, as such, were wrong.

Unfortunately, however, if you're willing to acknowledge that something happened and condemn it as wrong,
but yet make a point to omit an actual apology; that is akin to saying “Yes, it happened, and yes, it was wrong,
but, no... we're not really all that bothered by it.” Again, you don’t have to be at fault to be bothered by a thing
like this. You just have to be human. Sadly, this issue seems to have become a bit of a local Rorschach test for
racism. People fall into two buckets: those who want to cleanly break with the past and those who seek to
defend or conceal it. The two refrains heard from a loud minority of the public commenters at last week’s
council meeting “We have nothing to apologize for,” and “Manhattan Beach is not racist!” are in that second
bucket. This stance, rife with white fragility, refuses to acknowledge that vestiges of racism in MB’s past extend
into the current day. It is akin to saying that nothing bad ever happened or happens at all. | am saddened by
the fact that a couple of you did a version of this by pointing to families of color who claim not to have
experienced no racism in our town. Not only could these exceptions to the rule be examples of internalized
racism, but they just simply have no bearing on the experiences of the Black families living here 100 years ago,



nor are they respectful to the lived experience of the majority of commenters of color who interact with our city
today.

In Proverbs 28:13 of the Bible it says “People who conceal their sins will not prosper, but if they confess and
turn from them, they will receive mercy.” | believe that attempts to deny, minimize, whitewash, or “balance” the
truth of this history will have the opposite of the intended effect. While I'm heartened by MB residents having
rallied around the Clinton family and the Black Sands Peace Paddle in support of Justin Howze, the City did
not organize these events, so they do not provide cover against the charge of institutional or systemic racism.
When the land ownership history of Bruce’s Beach is discussed, it's rarely mentioned that only ten white land
owners held those 25 lots and the only structures on the land belonged to black families. A white land
developer reimbursed for his re-zoned batch of lots is a different thing altogether than a black family
threatened, harassed, and forced from their home. I've noticed that no current version of a city resolution
mentions the fact that a cross was burned on the hill above a black-owned home. Please, for a moment, let it
sink in that a cross was burned on the hill above a black-owned home, here in Manhattan Beach. When |
learned this one simple fact, it changed how | perceived all the other actions, big and small, taken against the
Black residents of Manhattan Beach at that time. This is because they were done against a backdrop of
intimidation and terror associated with the KKK and amidst the very real threat of unspeakable acts that
organization might have also been willing to commit. By neglecting to apologize on behalf of its own institution
in favor of acknowledgement and condemnation, the City Council will only achieve a headline that reads “City
of Manhattan Beach Refuses to Apologize for Its Racist Past,” thus perpetuating that racist past into this very
day.

Sometimes, when I've asked one of my kids to apologize to the other, it is for pain they did not personally
intend to cause. We focus on the impact to the injured party and not the intent of the one who caused the
harm, and an apology is still given. It's also standard practice in our society to apologize to people for
hardships you sympathize with but had nothing at all to do with causing. Think of what you might say to a
friend upon hearing of a loss or an unfavorable health diagnosis. You might say something like “Gosh, I'm so
sorry!” In that situation, a natural next step might be to find out if there’s something you can do to ameliorate
the pain or right the situation. A compassionate person would do this without attributing fault or blame. 2
Corinthians 7:11 reads “See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to
clear yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to see justice
done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this matter.”

If indeed as an institution, the Manhattan Beach City Council of 2021 truly wishes to “turn from” it's racist past,
and “prove (itself) innocent in this matter”, a result that seems desirable and important to all residents; then the
logical next step would be to lay out positive intentions for the future. | was disappointed to see both the
Forums Committee and Task Force at large disbanded as these would have been perfectly adequate and
relatively low-cost vessels for ongoing commitment, awareness, and education on equity and inclusion. Even if
you do make an apology, without some attempt to set things right, or at the very least, ensure that they never
happen again, you are essentially saying, “It happened, it was wrong, and we feel bad about it, but we're not
going to really try to change anything except park decor.”

In conversations with friends regarding this topic, we’ve explored meaningful solutions like monetary and land
compensation, or the establishment of a historical museum on the former Bruce property, which could collect a
donation income for the descendents of the displaced families. While | support the consideration of solutions
like these, | sense this level of expenditure is really what all the faux outrage is designed and manufactured to
avoid. In the grand scheme of things, an apology and ongoing awareness education is minimal compared to
that. I understand the desire to mitigate risk, but pursuing that to the neglect of what's right seems like a recipe
for a public relations disaster of national media proportions. Your own City Attorney has said that the fact of an
apology does not in itself give rise to a liability exposure, so why bow to a small group of loud voices? |
counted the e- and live comments from the last meeting and those supporting the Task Force outhumbered its
detractors two to one.

Please. Make an apology: a real one, like the one authored by Hildy Stern, that empathizes with the targets of
our racist past, and includes a detailed description of how your institution will ensure that it never happens
again. Promise and deliver real action instead of paying empty lip service to the problem. Future efforts to raise



awareness can reference past resolutions and examples of positive and inclusive community developments,
but must also build on those things to have institutional impact. The defensiveness and fragility of so many in
our town on this issue is evidence that ongoing work in this area is sorely needed. When you know better, you
do better; so please do better. Make the apology. Reconstitute the Forums Subcommittee at the very least.
Give our city a way forward. It's time.

Sincerely,

Jen Jenkins Dohner

20 Year Resident
Manhattan Beach
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JEN JENKINS DOHNER

TEXT: 310.780.1780
ArtWithHeartByJenksy on Etsy



Martha Alvarez

From: Laura Kiely <laurakiely@verizon.net>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 3:19 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for an apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear City Council,
I support either Hildy Stern’s or Steve Napolitano’s apology, not Joe Franklin’s acknowledgement and condemnation, for
the racism that motivated eminent domain proceedings against the Bruce family.

Thank you for your consideration.
Best,

Laura Kiely

Manhattan Beach resident since 1994
310 503-6245

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subiject:

Jill Lamkin <jill@downtownmanhattanbeach.com>
Saturday, April 3, 2021 2:45 PM

List - City Council

Mike Simms

[EXTERNAL] Apology Letter re. Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or

attachments.

I am on vacation and just had time to sit down and read this week’s Beach Reporter. | was shocked to find The
Lamkin Family among the list of supporters of a letter of apology from the City of Manhattan Beach.

Sam, my 18-year old son would like to provide his support to this cause, but the rest of the Lamkin Family is
not making any public comment regarding the appropriateness of an apology letter from the City of Manhattan
Beach. | apologize for any confusion this may have caused.

.

yifinre

Jill Lamkin
Executive Director, Downtown Manhattan Beach Business + Professional Association



Martha Alvarez

From: Joan and Ed <edandjoan@roadrunner.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 3:07 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Councilmembers:

| write in support of a full apology, as recommended by “The Daily Breeze”. Actually, as they
and our County Supervisor Janet Hahn say, we owe the Bruce family more than just an
apology. Apologies have been issued at the governmental level before without inviting
lawsuits, as opponents have feared (as if that were a valid reason to evade trying to rectify to
a minor degree a past wrongdoing!) The U.S. government has issued an apology to the
Japanese-Americans interned during WWII and to the survivors of the infamous Tuskegee
experiment. Apologies have also been issued by the governments of Australia and Japan.

Opponents of an apology, in addition to expressing fears of engendering lawsuits, feel that
focus on the Bruce’s Beach injustice is racially divisive and would label Manhattan Beach as a
racist city. Sorry—that horse is already out of the stable. Newspapers as far away as “The
New York Times” are painting my city as precisely that and largely because of the City Council’s
waffling on whether or not to issue an apology. Let’s prove them wrong, step up to the plate,
and take this anti-racism step. I've lived in Manhattan Beach for 35 years and would like to be
proud of my city.

Best regards,
Joan Engelhaupt

1751 Gates Ave.
Manhattan Beach

dr BC This email has been checked for viruses by AVG antivirus software.
" www.avg.com



Martha Alvarez

From:
Sent:
To:
Subiject:

Attachments:

Wolfe, Bob <mail.wolfe@gmail.com>

Saturday, April 3, 2021 2:52 PM

City Clerk; List - City Council; City Manager; Suzanne Hadley; hstem@citymb.info; Steve
Napolitano; Richard Montgomery; Joe Franklin

[EXTERNAL] Item #4 - April 6, 2021 Virtual Council Meeting - Bruce's Beach Resolution
of Apology

Bruce's-Beach-Itr.pdf

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or

attachments.

Dear Councilmembers and City Staff,

Attached is a .pdf of a letter for your consideration in conjunction with the April 6, 2021 meeting regarding Bruce's
Beach. As | explain in the letter, | support the alternative resolutions proposed by Councilmember Stern and

Councilmember Napolitano.

I also provide the Council with one very specific example of an apology by the State of California for a racially
motivated government action, which apology is codified in Government Code section 8722, as signed into law by
then Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Thank you for your consideration.

Bob Wolfe



ROBERT S. WOLFE

April 3, 2021

Councilmembers, City Manager, City Clerk & City Attorney
City of Manhattan Beach
1400 Highland Ave., Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

Re:  City Council Virtual Meeting, April 6, 2021
ltem #4 - Consider Bruce’s Beach Task Force Recommendation 1.4
(Resolution of Apology) & Alternative Options

| write to urge the Council to adopt either Councilmember Hildy
Stern’s alternative resolution of apology or the alternative resolution offered
by Councilmember Steve Napolitano. Both alternative resolutions contain
two key elements: (1) they expressly acknowledge the racially motivated
wrongs committed by Manhattan Beach to Black homeowners and visitors
to Bruce’s Beach, and (2) they formally apologize for such wrongs while
pledging to promote racial equality and inclusion in the future.

A formal apology is a critical element to any actions undertaken by
the Manhattan Beach City Council and whether, as Councilmember
Napolitano’s alternative resolution asserts, “[t]he Manhattan Beach of today
is not the Manhattan Beach of one hundred years ago.”

Are we? Sadly, such an assertion is belied by the two-page
anonymously sourced “Concerned Residents of MB” Beach Reporter
advertisement from March 11, 2021. Some of the language used in the
ongoing public discourse since then is the antithesis of a community which is
“loving, tolerant and welcoming to all.”

This makes an express apology more important than ever. Under
these circumstances, Councilmember Napolitano’s alternative resolution
may be more of an aspirational statement of our hopes, rather than an
expression of current realities. There still is much work to be done.

There is well-settled precedent to support an apology rather than a
mere acknowledgment of past wrongs. As Councilmember Napolitano has
pointed out, in 1988, President Ronald Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act,
formally apologizing to Japanese Americans who were interned in camps
during World War Il



ROBERT S. WOLFE

Re: Manhattan Beach City Council Virtual Meeting, April 6, 2021
Page 2

Let me provide other, equally cogent examples of a formal apology by
a governmental body.

Beginning in 1929 and continuing through the early 1930s, federal,
state and local authorities began a concerted effort to forcibly repatriate
persons of Mexican ancestry, including legal residents and even U.S. citizens,
to Mexico. Consequently, more than 400,000 legal Californians were
pushed out of the U.S. and into Mexico against their will.

It’s a little-known part of our history, euphemistically called the “Great
Migration,” but it in reality was a form of ethnic cleansing with the resultant
family separation, property loss, and deprivation of fundamental
constitutional rights. By 1936, L.A. had lost nearly one-third of its Latino
residents.

In 2005, the California Legislature enacted Government Code
sections 8721 and 8722 to formally apologize for these “illegal” activities.
(Stats.2005, c. 663 (S.B. 670.)

Here is what Govt. Code, § 8722 says, in its entirety:

“g 8722. Apology. The State of California apologizes to those
individuals described in Section 8721 for the fundamental violations of
their basic civil liberties and constitutional rights committed during
the period of illegal deportation and coerced emigration. The State of
California regrets the suffering and hardship those individuals and
their families endured as a direct result of the government sponsored
Repatriation Program of the 1930s.”

The apology legislation was enacted in 2005 and signed into law by
Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger. As directed by statute, the State erected a
commemorative plaque at El Pueblo in Downtown Los Angeles to describe
what happened and why it was wrong. (Govt. Code, §8723.) The plaque
contains the state’s public apology in English and Spanish.

The world did not end with this legislation. There has been no ensuing
litigation or damage actions by descendants of the original victims.



ROBERT S. WOLFE

Re: Manhattan Beach City Council Virtual Meeting, April 6, 2021
Page 3

In like fashion, the California Supreme Court in 2015 issued a
published opinion to expressly acknowledge the court’s “grievous wrong”
and “sordid chapter” in 1890 when it refused to allow a Chinese-American
lawyer to practice law in California simply because he was born in China.
“Even if we cannot undo history, we can acknowledge it.” (/n re Hong Yen
Chang on Admission (2015) 60 Cal.4th 1169 [posthumously admitting
Chinese-American applicant to California State Bar].)

In 1993, the 103rd Congress passed a joint resolution apologizing to
Native Hawaiians for the U.S. role in overthrowing the Kingdom of Hawaii on
January 17,1893.

President George H.W. Bush wrote a letter to the Japanese-American
WWII internees and their families: “In . . . offering a sincere apology, your
fellow Americans have, in a very real sense, renewed their traditional
commitment to the ideals of freedom, equity and justice.”

These are but a few examples of the use and power of an apology.
The current Manhattan Beach city councilmembers obviously did not vote
back in the 1920s to institute an inverse condemnation actions against the
Black property owners in Bruce’s Beach.

But the Manhattan Beach councilmembers are voting today. And they,
like Manhattan Beach, and indeed the entire South Bay, will be judged not
only by their actions, but also by failure to act. There is a clear, moral
obligation to do so.

While | now reside in Hermosa Beach, | have lived in Manhattan Beach
for nearly 25 years and grew up in the area, including attending Inglewood
High School. | am an appellate attorney, and have worked for some two
decades as a supervising attorney for the California Court of Appeal. | now
write and lecture on L.A. legal history and am a board member of the leading
legal history nonprofit in the State of California.

| urge you to join public figures like Presidents Reagan and Bush and
Governor Schwarzenegger — no radicals they — to issue a long-deserved flat-
out apology, without qualification. Let’s do it not for anyone else’s sake, but
for our own.

Thank you for your consideration of this letter.

Sincerely,

Bob Wolfe



Martha Alvarez

From: Garry Viohl <sophie.viohl@icloud.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 2:32 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
Dear MB City Council,

My name is Sophie Viohl and | am a student at Mira Costa High School. | ask the City Council to support a “Resolution of
Apology” from the City Council to the Bruce Family and other affected property owners and their families and not
support an acknowledgement which falls short of an apology. This apology is not an expression of personal responsibility
or guilt of its current residents, but serves as an opportunity to recognize actions of past city leaders. An apology
demonstrates that, when an institution acts unjustly, it seeks the truth, apologizes for failing, and re-commits to justice,
regardless of when the unjust act occurred. This is an opportunity for our wonderful community to rise to the occasion
and set a good example of what a welcoming city looks like.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Sophie Viohl



Martha Alvarez

From: Patricia Torrey <trish.torrey@icloud.com>

Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 12:56 PM

To: List - City Council; City Clerk; Suzanne Hadley; Hildy Stern; Steve Napolitano; Richard
Montgomery; Joe Franklin; City Manager

Cc: Trish Torrey (danatrish@aol.com)

Subiject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach Request for Apology and helpful link regarding past political
apologies

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear City Council Members and City Manager,

I am writing this e-mail to show my support for the community of Manhattan Beach by
requesting that the Manhattan Beach City Council

show their courage, strength and humility by adopting an apology for the abuse of
City power in regards to the acquisition of Bruce's Beach

over 100 years ago.

I am saddened that this is a "decision" that needs to be made as opposed to
a privilege you have as stewards of the City of Manhattan Beach.

| realize you have all been inundated with e-mails and | hope the following article can help
you view your decision from a historical
perspective:

https://www.justsecurity.org/75340/its-never-too-late-to-say-im-sorry-sovereign-
apologies-over-the-years/

When students read about the history of Manhattan Beach 100 years from now, what role
do you want to play in that story?

Thank you for your time and attention.

Sincerely,
Patricia Riordan Torrey
2400 John Street



Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
trish.torrey@me.com
(310) 739-0038 cell




Martha Alvarez

From: Drew Martin <speedylad49@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 12:24 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s Beach Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

To whom it may concern,

The amount of time it has taken to even consider taking action for the original owners of Bruce’s Beach is
wild and denying them just an apology and continuing to spread falsification would be ridiculous. So | stand for
the apology on behalf of all of the South Bay and following through with this urgent matter would be a step in
the right direction.

Yee,

Drew Martin



Martha Alvarez

From: Mike Simpson <mike.simpson@macromicro.us>

Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 11.41 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach - Acknowledgement by City of Manhattan Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear City of Manhattan Beach Council Members,

| am a Manhattan Beach resident since 1988. In connection with the Bruce’s Beach controversy, | am in favor
of the City of Manhattan Beach passing a Resolution of Acknowledgement, but not an apology with its
implication of guilt and attendant liabilities that could impact current and future residents of Manhattan
Beach. The Resolution should cite only corroborated historical facts and express sympathy while making it
clear that it is not an admission of guilt. It should include a re-affirmation that today Manhattan Beach is a
welcoming and tolerant city opposed to any acts of racism or bigotry toward any people.

The dictionary definition of apology is:

“A written or spoken expression of one's regret, remorse, or sorrow for having insulted, failed, injured, or
wronged another: e.g. He demanded an apology from me for calling him a crook.”

It is arguably not possible for a person or group of people that did not commit an offense to apologize for an
offense committed by another person or group of people.

Many people don’t understand the legal difference between expressing regret through an acknowledgement
versus an apology. This confusion is understandable, and potentially includes some, perhaps most of those
who agreed for their names to be included in the double-page ad in the April 1, 2021 Beach Reporter. The
spirit of those named in the ad is laudable, and | believe shared by most residents of Manhattan Beach,
including myself.

The best way | can put this is that if in the Beach Reporter ad wherever the word “apology” occurs it was
replaced with “acknowledgement” where it’s a noun and “acknowledge” when a verb; and “apologize for its
failings” was changed to “acknowledge its prior failings”, it would be an ad to which | would add my name.

Best,

Mike Simpson

101 N Dianthus St
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
+1 (310) 567-9990 mobile



Martha Alvarez

From: Danny Olivas <jdo@oms117.com>

Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 10:19 AM

To: List - City Council; Suzanne Hadley; Hildy Stern; Steve Napolitano; Richard
Montgomery; Joe Franklin; City Manager

Subiject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear leaders,

As a resident of MB, I'm writing to express my support for our city issuing an apology for the acts committed
by the former leaders of our city, in the actions taken against the Bruce family to obtain the land now known as
Bruce's Beach.

Let's be clear, no one here today participated in the actions taken in the 1920's. However, it is undeniable that
those actions were then, and remain today, an injustice inflicted on a family, and generations thereafter, based
on race. To think that the passage of time has removed racial bias from the community is naive at best. We
stand today at the crossroads of an opportunity to acknowledge the pain these actions caused, as well as
publicly recognize the role our community played in that unjust past. To do nothing and say nothing can leave
no doubt in the mind of our residents, and the world in general, that Manhattan Beach remains a place where
only certain people are welcome. Inconvenience should not be the determining factor for doing what is right.

I moved my family to MB in 2010 after serving our country for 12 years as a US astronaut. |1 am an American
who is proud of my Mexican heritage as well as my brown skin. We are a mixed-race family. Through our
community involvement in Boys Scouts, American Martyrs, Costa sports, and arts, we have actively engaged in
this community to make it a better place for all of us. | can tell you from first-hand experience, that racism
remains alive and well in some within our community. Please don't squander this opportunity to send a clear
message to all: What we were before, is not who we are today, and not who we will be in the future.

I am Manhattan Beach. | am so sorry for what my city did to the Bruce family. | can't right the wrong that was
done, but I can say "I'm sorry" and pledge to do my part to make amends, and fight to never let it happen again.

Thank you for receiving my input and hope that all of us have the courage to do what we can to heal.

Danny

John "Danny" Olivas, PhD, PE
310-926-4821

1

www.omsl1l7.com

“Think Like An Astronaut” ™ ““Checklistology” ™ ““Lessons Learned in Space” ™



Martha Alvarez

From: Jay Simpson <dirgraphic@aol.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 9:43 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
We recommend the following resolution:

Be it resolved that the City of Manhattan Beach formally
Acknowledges and Condemns the City’s role in the 1924 eminent
domain action with regard to the affected properties in the area of our
town known as Bruce’s Beach.

Whereas the actions taken by the City’s Board of Trustees were likely
motivated by a desire to implement segregation during an unfortunate
era in America when such acts were both legal and commonplace in
public facilities and neighborhoods alike, the City formally denounces
such acts, and expresses empathy for all property owners affected.

People that live in MB today were not responsible for misdeeds of the past.
Condemnation, yes, but no apology should be issued.

Jay and Barbra Simpson
Manhattan Beach



Martha Alvarez

From: Liz Glozman <lizglozman@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, April 3, 2021 8:28 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] | support an apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
Dear City Council members,
| fully support an apology regarding Bruce's Beach. I think it is a necessary step to moving forward. Please
allow us all to move forward and do the right thing.
Liz Glozman



Martha Alvarez

From: Joanne Hadley <joanne@hadleybiz.com>

Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 8:48 PM

To: List - City Council

Cc: City Clerk

Subiject: [EXTERNAL] An Apology- all upside, no downside. Right to do.

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Mayor & Councilmembers,
Thank you for your commitment to our town, our reputation and justice for all.

Please continue with our issuance of an apology for the injustice done that still hangs over us. Anything else
falls short. Those who oppose an apology continue to push a false narrative and unsubstantiated claims. An
apology, vs an acknowledgment, has no actual downside.

And now, think how you’d feel if someone says, “Gee, sure, our town caused you (yes you, because it was done
to be your ancestors) harm, but we refuse to apologize”. It’s easy to do when the harm is to a stranger...but they
are harmed (even to this day) just the same.

Our children are watching and will read about what we did...hoping they will be proud, not disappointed in what
you decide.

Thank you,

Joanne Hadley

Bret Hadley

“There is always light

If we are brave enough to see it

If we are brave enough to be it.”



Martha Alvarez

From: Michael Jenkins <mjenkins1230@icloud.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 8:43 PM

To: City Clerk; List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce’s Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Mayor Hadley and Council:

I regret that this discussion has been reduced to a debate between an “apology” and an “acknowledgement,”
when what we really need in this community is a continuing dialogue on equity and inclusion. The anonymous
messaging generated in response to the Task Force report certainly signals the need to reconcile sharp divisions
among residents on the subject of race.

Some people contend that an apology could create liability. Liability flows from the act that causes the
underlying harm, not an expression of remorse towards those who were harmed. If there is any liability for a
100-year old act, which seems doubtful, it is for the unlawful act itself, not the apology. If any of you doubt
that, please ask the City Attorney to provide an opinion in the public meeting, citing to authority.

By accepting the history report, the Council has already acknowledged that the City committed a wrong when it
abused its eminent domain powers with racist intent and a pretextual public purpose. That ship has sailed.

The bible teaches us that healing comes from repentance for our sins, not acknowledgement. As the custodians
of our government, you are uniquely situated to repudiate past actions of our government. President Reagan did
so in 1988 when he signed legislation apologizing to Japanese-Americans for their forced internment during
World War Il. Your community is counting on you to rise to the occasion.

Mike Jenkins

Sent from my iPad

On Mar 29, 2021, at 10:55 AM, Jayne Horowitz <jaynebhorowitz@gmail.com> wrote:

Hi Mike

Sent from my iPad



Martha Alvarez

From: Christi Hogin <Christi.Hogin@bbklaw.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 7:.08 PM

To: List - City Council

Cc: City Clerk

Subiject: [EXTERNAL] I'm sorry

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
| am sorry that our city’s history, like American history, has been marked by racism. Aren't you?

| believe that we, as a community and a country, can move past that history. Don't you?

An apology by this council is your opportunity to say “there’s a new sheriff in town”, that this government distinguishes
itself from that past.

Please do it. It is the right thing to do.

Word parsing over “apology” and “acknowledgement” makes you look petty and unwilling to confront the shameful act of
our forebearers.

Please rise to the occasion. Be the leaders we elected you to be and show our children that the truth matters and that
redemption is always worth pursuing.

Christi
Christi Hogin
Of Counsel
. chrlst| hogin@bbklaw.com
T: (310) 220-2173
BEST BEST & I\III(II
ATTORNEYS AT LAW  wWwww.BBKlaw.com H 9

Stay at home and public health orders issued in multiple counties across the U.S. require our offices to be
physically closed. Because all staff are working remotely, all documents (including correspondence,
pleadings, and discovery) will be served via e-mail until further notice. Because we may not receive regular
mail or other deliveries during this period of time, please e-mail copies of anything you send by regular mail
or delivery. Send all e-served documents in your case to the e-mail addresses for any Best Best & Krieger LLP
attorney who has appeared in your case, or who has communicated with you by e-mail on your matter.

This email and any files or attachments transmitted with it may contain privileged or otherwise confidential
information. If you are not the intended recipient, or believe that you may have received this communication in
error, please advise the sender via reply email and immediately delete the email you received.



Martha Alvarez

From: Wendy Zacuto <wendy.zacuto@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 4.54 PM

To: List - City Council; City Manager

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Resolution of Apology to the Bruce family

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

To the City Council and Residents of Manhattan Beach,

I begin my career as a teacher in the Manhattan Beach School District and moved to Westchester/Playa del Rey
when | started a family. Manhattan Beach is and has always been part of our family life, and we spend time and
money in your community. When | retired as an educator, | became a consultant who recommends schools for
children and have spoken highly of your schools, especially those which address the needs of special students.

The recent discussion about Bruce's Beach and follow-up to the tragic history of the beach and the Bruce family
have grown not from a predisposed antipathy towards Manhattan Beach but rather from an awareness of the
systemic racism that permeates our country from every vantage point. It is our job as citizens to right our
historical wrongs. We in Los Angeles have to ensure that redlining is no longer in force; we all need to be sure
that our lives support those among us who are not white when the color of skin is a benchmark for how
freedoms are allotted.

It is by the grace of God that Manhattan Beach finds itself in a situation that allows it to so publically right the
wrong, a wrong born out of our shameful past that in many ways continues the tradition of standing on the
necks of others.

As a former MBUSD teacher, | wholeheartedly encourage your governing body to stand up tall for children,
and for all other citizens, boldly displaying your willingness to lead in a manner that provides a model for
preserving our freedoms.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. Please know that we who enjoy your community are watching.

Wendy Zacuto
Educational Consultant

www.wendyzacuto.com

Creating a safe and loving world ...
Writing from the traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the Tongva People.




Martha Alvarez

From: Sharon Arias <sharonarias@aol.com>

Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 3.58 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Acknowledgement & Condemnation; NO Apology!

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
Dear Councilpersons,

Please don't issue an unwarranted/unnecessary apology to further someone’s political agenda and subject the city to
liability and residents to ridicule! A simple acknowledgement and condemnation will suffice. It's time to move on.

Sincerely,
Sharon Arias
Manhattan Beach resident



Martha Alvarez

From: William Arledge <wdarledge@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 1.49 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Acknowedgement vs Apology
Attachments: City Council April 2.docx

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

April 2, 2021

Dear Council Members

The open issue of how to formally recognize injustices occurring generations ago at Bruce’s Beach
must surely be on your minds this week.

With quite obviously no mention of the word acknowledgement in this week’s Beach Reporter
article, | can’t help but wonder if the majority of the good natured people who signed on to it were
made aware of the issues surrounding the careful choice of words being considered.

However, clearly there are some people who feel a strong need to specifically use the term
apologize for the past even though it inherently must imply an endless burden of responsibility for
the future of Manhattan Beach, morally and otherwise. | strongly oppose this notion.

| have to believe that honest acknowledgement, appropriate amends, and sincere regret for past
injustices must surely satisfy most reasonable people in reconciling our City’s distant past with its
current vibrant civic culture.

Please do not use this moment to create something of a permanently enshrined burden of guilt on our

City, and by association, on our current and future residents by having the City formally apologize for
injustice a century ago and then reading all about it in the national newspapers.

Respectfully

Bill Arledge 50 yr resident



April 2, 2021
Dear Council Members

The open issue of how to formally recognize injustices occurring generations ago at Bruce’s
Beach must surely be on your minds this week.

With quite obviously no mention of the word acknowledgement in this week’s Beach Reporter
article, I can’t help but wonder if the majority of the good natured people who signed on to it
were made aware of the issues surrounding the careful choice of words being considered.

However, clearly there are some people who feel a strong need to specifically use the term
apologize for the past even though it inherently must imply an endless burden of responsibility
for the future of Manhattan Beach, morally and otherwise. | strongly oppose this notion.

| have to believe that honest acknowledgement, appropriate amends, and sincere regret for
past injustices must surely satisfy most reasonable people in reconciling our City’s distant past
with its current vibrant civic culture.

Please do not use this moment to create something of a permanently enshrined burden of guilt
on our City, and by association, on our current and future residents by having the City formally
apologize for injustice a century ago and then reading all about it in the national newspapers.

Respectfully
Bill Arledge 50 yr resident



Martha Alvarez

From: Kirsten Chen <kirsten.t.chen@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 1:28 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Acknowledgement - NOT Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Council Members,

Council must pass a "Resolution of Acknowledgment" stating the eminent domain decision was wrong, but
NOT .include false history, admission of guilt, and comments for future action as is currently included in all
versions of a Resolution on the city website.

The "Resolution of Acknowledgment” must NOT include an "Anti-racism Pledge," as seen in Councilman
Napolitano's Resolution.

I believe these kinds of pledges encroach in my civil liberties.

We have been residents of Manhattan Beach for nearly a decade. My children are bi-racial and we have
NEVER sensed any racist sentiments in this community. In fact, this community is so welcoming, my children's
race is treated no different as a personal characterstic than we treat someone by the color of their hair, or eyes or
shoes. In other words, its a non-issue here!

It is only when | see the news, documentaries on race, and hear about other communities that | am reminded
race is an issue in history and in other communities.

Look - we are taxpaying voting citizens here. Should | demand an apology or reparations for my tax dollars
when my kids didn't receive an education due to COVID for many months? NO. Should we demand reparations
and apology for the Asian Exclusion Act of CA? NO - | dont believe so - even if my husband and children are
Chinese.

Respectfully,
Kirsten Chen



Martha Alvarez

From: Richard McClure <mcclure.richard@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 1:26 PM

To: List - City Council; Steve Napolitano; Richard Montgomery; Suzanne Hadley; Hildy
Stern; City Manager; Joe Franklin

Subiject: [EXTERNAL] Acknowledge vs Apologize

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

I was taken aback by the latest 2-pager in the Beach Reporter recommending that the
City apologize for racist actions taken by our city approx 100 years ago. Totally
unnecessary and potentially damaging, | believe, although I will leave the legal
ramifications of this to others.

What's next? Do we apologize to Mexico? After the Mexican—American War of 1846—
48, Mexico was forced to relinquish any claim to California to the United States. Do we

apologize to Native Americans, who still suffer? (Native Americans still suffer
higher rates of poverty, poor educational achievement, substandard
housing, and higher rates of disease and iliness. Native Americans continue
to rank at or near the bottom of nearly every social, health, and economic
indicator.)

Hold firm, Council. You were right in your original decision not to apologize, but instead recognize and
acknowledge. Perfectly appropriate.

Richard McClure
461 32 Street



Martha Alvarez

From: Atilio Santamaria <atiliogs@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 1:15 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

I’m a long time resident of Manhattan Beach.

| live on Lynngorve drive.

I would like to express my opinion of why the city owes an apology to the Bruce’s.

First and foremost when people as a city took something from someone that was not in good faith and to this day said
entity is profiting from that action it is just to acknowledge it. If an apology will simply make people feel like there’s
closure, that would take off so much pressure and anger so many feel. Think about it, once you have hurt someone and
you apologize, the person you’re apologizing to feels so much better. It isn’t any different in this case.

The city which so long ago did something that didn’t age well due to times becoming more accepting and inclusive, must
do the right thing.

You can put an end to this. You can create a nicer environment by simply issuing an apology.

| stand with the residents who want a more inclusive city. If that’s not what you want, | can’t really say | am proud to live
here.

It’s about time and it’s the right thing to do.

A. Santamaria
1801 Lynngrove Dr



Martha Alvarez

From: Jane Franklin <janehomemail@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 1.05 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

This issue is dividing the City and causing us to focus on bad things that happened in the
past. We need to move forward and spend our energy on improving the moving the City
forward. Focus on the City we have become and strive to make our City, better going
forward. The past can not be undone.

Jane Franklin
resident since 1974



Martha Alvarez

From: Launi Nathan <launirun@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 1.02 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear council members,
Please consider passing the Resolution of Acknowledgement and NOT an apology.

| have lived in Manhattan Beach for over 20 years and it saddens me to see this town so divided. Unfortunately,
the past has had many wrongs. We live in different times. It's time to move forward.

Thank you for your service,

Ross and Launi Nathan



Martha Alvarez

From: Gordon Williams <gordonwill047@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 12:29 PM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
We are Bobbie and R. Gordon Williams at 1467 18th Street. We ask that you do not apologize for the action
taken one hundred years ago.

Thank you, the Williams Family



Martha Alvarez

From: bvbatbeach@aol.com

Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 11:55 AM

To: List - City Council; City Manager

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach Proposals - April 6, 2021 City Agenda Item F.4.

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.
Dear City Council Members,

| urge the Manhattan Beach City Council to adopt the Statement of Acknowledgment and Condemnation proposed by
Council member Joe Franklin. It is appropriate at this time, and presents the least risk to the city regarding any potential
future claims or actions of others.

For the reasons set forth in my email message to you of March 14, 2021 (copied below), | strongly urge you to reject any
suggestion that the City of Manhattan Beach should apologize for the actions of others that occurred 100 years ago. Any
such apology would be a very slippery slope, regardless of the rationale or "good" intentions that may prompt some to
consider it.

| think an Acknowledgment and Condemnation is the best course the City can follow to try to put an end to this divisive
discussion and seemingly endless debate, not to mention potential violence and civil disobedience. Please take steps to
put an end to this debate.

Thank you for all you do for our great city.
Sincerely,

Bill von Behren
Resident of MB for 40 years

From: bvbatbeach@aol.com

To: CityCouncil@citymb.info <CityCouncil@citymb.info> <CityCouncil@citymb.info>; cm@citymb.info <cm@citymb.info>
Sent: Sun, Mar 14, 2021 2:30 pm

Subject: BBTF Report and March 16, 2021 City Council Agenda ltem 12

Dear Council Members,

| have read the Bruce’s Beach Task Force’s (“BBTF”) report and recommendations. While | appreciate the efforts of the
BBTF on this topic, | believe that it has essentially ignored the directions of the City Council regarding its charges and role
surrounding this matter.

First, | do not believe it is the role of the BBTF to judge our community and imply that Manhattan Beach is a racist
community. | disagree with any such suggestion. While there are certainly racist individuals in our community, as there
are in every community, that does not mean that our city as a whole is racist. In fact, | believe that as a community,
Manhattan Beach is an inclusive and understanding city and its residents are generally open minded and tolerant of all
races and religions. So | take offense to any suggestion by the BBTF that the residents of Manhattan Beach, as a whole,
are racists. And | believe that misguided premise has created a circumstance in which many of the so called BBTF
“findings” are nothing more than unsupportable opinions of a few individuals, who are not well informed or in a position to
judge our community as a whole. More importantly, with the exception of the BBTF co-chairs, none of the task force
members have been elected by the residents of Manhattan Beach and have no right to speak on behalf of our city.

Second, the BBTF's suggestion that it remain an active group with the power to advise and assist our city employees and
leaders in formulating future policy as to any city issue is an improper “power grab”. The BBTF has been charged with a
very limited purpose. How dare it attempt to perpetuate its role in matters for which it was not been authorized to act or



even express unwanted opinions. Again, most members of this task force are not elected officials and they should have
no right or role in speaking for our fine city.

Third, please disregard any suggestion that the City of Manhattan Beach should apologize for any acts or conduct of
some residents of this city who are long gone. What happened 90 years ago is not the responsibility of our current
residents. And any apology in 2021 is a very slippery slope. | have no doubt that if there is any apology from the city at
this time, that apology will be misinterpreted by others in the future, will be used as a sword against the city in a manner
that may not even seem possible today, and will turn out to be a huge mistake. Just look at the well-intended efforts of
the city back in 2006 to rename Bruce’s Beach and erect a plague to honor the Bruce family and the history of the park
site. Today, those well intended efforts have been characterized as further examples of racism in Manhattan Beach, and
the plaque has been labeled by some as a “monument to white supremacy”. We may not be able to predict how future
progressives or antagonists may characterize a 2021 apology from the city regarding Bruce’s Beach, but | suggest you
consider the possibilities of how any such apology may be spun or used against the city in the future, perhaps many years
after you have completed your term in office. And please be mindful that any such apology is extremely dangerous, and
will likely be used against the city in the future in ways that you probably cannot even imagine today. And any such
apology may end up being a negative legacy for this Council if it chooses to surrender to social pressures from a few
outspoken residents to placate the views of a significant minority of our residents. Please reject any suggestion that the
city must apologize for conduct that occurred long before any of us were born.

Finally, on the subject of reparations, | want to remind the City that the payments made to the Bruce family in 1929 was a
result of a negotiated settlement of an eminent domain action. The Bruce family agreed to accept $14,500 to settle any
and all disputes with the city, including all known and unknown claims, arising out of or relating to the acquisition of the
Bruce family properties as a result of this settlement. There was no reservation of rights to pursue future claims. The
agreement was a negotiated compromise, which the Bruce family, with the advice of counsel, freely agreed to. Why
would any responsible city representative ignore this legally binding agreement, and voluntarily agree to even consider
further consideration for this negotiated settlement? | am sure the City Attorney will agree that this settlement has been
fully satisfied, and the Bruce family and their descendants have zero legal right to seek or obtain reparations or monetary
damages. It seems to me that any agreement by the current City Council to pay further reparations to the Bruce family at
this time, would not only be dangerous precedent but would likely be a gross violation of the Council Members’
responsibilities to their constituents, the current residents of Manhattan Beach.

In closing, please consider the BBTF's recommendations regarding a new plaque at Bruce’s Beach, perhaps an art piece
for the premises and perhaps the acceptance of a historical record of events, if one can be verified as accurately depicting
such events. And nothing more! And, please terminate the BBTF and thank its members for their efforts.

Perhaps our community will then be able to move on and continue to be a proud, welcoming and inclusive city that is
focused on building a bright future for our residents and guests.

Respectfully Submitted,

Bill von Behren
MB Resident since 1980



Martha Alvarez

From: Pat Cutler <ilovemahlermb@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 11:46 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Apology

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

| read the the signed article regarding an apology in the Beach Reporter and agree whole heartedly with the article.

Pat Cutler
Manhattan Beach Citizen

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: bethmbca@aol.com

Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 11:15 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Apology for Bruce's Beach Eminent Domain takeover

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Yes! The city needs to apologize about it's past history concerning Bruce's Beach and the other lots involved. | would
happily have signed the ad in yesterday's Beach Reporter if | knew about it. Add my name to your list of residents who
believe in an apology!

Beth Bernucci
3609 Pacific Avenue



Martha Alvarez

From: Susan GOO <susehil562@aol.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 10:22 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Hello,
You cannot give in to the progressive movement, it will never stop if you do. This cancel culture is ruining our country
and taking away free speech. If you disagree with someone that is your right you shouldn’t have to fear for you life or

reputation. This is not China

Sent from my iPhone



Martha Alvarez

From: Sheila Virgin <thevirgins@verizon.net>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 9:59 AM

To: List - City Council

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

Dear Council Members:

We believe we should acknowledge the past and share the sentiment of regret for any racist intent there may
have been in the past actions against the Bruce family as well as those which may have been against any other
person, not only for his/her/their race, but for their heritage, religion, sex, and sexual orientation as well,
anywhere that may have happened.

Words to express this regret must be precise because those words have legal connotations and implications and
can be used or manipulated in political pressure campaigns, or worse, in legal actions for reparations and
restitution against the City of Manhattan Beach, which you have been elected to protect. Regret and apology
are two different words, have two different meanings, and most importantly have two different legal
implications.

An apology is a necessary centerpiece for both litigation and reparations strategies against the City of
Manhattan Beach and/or Los Angeles County, which would explain why the demand for it, from otherwise
dis-interested parties, enjoys such fervor. To discount this risk would be grossly negligent. The city should
offer regret or sympathy for ANY form of discrimination that may have happened in the past, anywhere it may
have occurred. It is preferable that the Bruce family, or Bruce Beach situation, be referred to in the context of
a general acknowledgment. The more generic it is, the less likely it is to be used in a court of law against the
City. Simply put, an apology, however well-intentioned, creates a risk to the city by opening a door that is
presently shut.

Please, do not apologize.

Wayne & Sheila Virgin
54 year residents



Martha Alvarez

From: Karen Klink <klinky2@yahoo.com>
Sent: Friday, April 2, 2021 9:52 AM

To: City Manager; List - City Council
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bruce's Beach

CAUTION: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this sender before clicking on any links or
attachments.

a. | ask the City Council to support a “Resolution of Apology” and not support an acknowledgement which falls
short of an apology.

b. This apology is NOT an expression of personal responsibility or guilt of its current residents, but serves as an
opportunity to recognize misdeeds of past city leaders.

c. An apology demonstrates that, when an institution acts unjustly, it seeks the truth, apologizes for failing, and
re-commits to justice, regardless of when the unjust act occurred.

d. This is an opportunity for our wonderful community to rise to the occasion and set a good example of what a
welcoming city looks like.

Like my friend Jen:

In conversations with friends regarding this topic, we’ve explored meaningful solutions like monetary and
land compensation, or the establishment of a historical museum on the former Bruce property, which
could collect a donation income for the descendents of the displaced families. While | support the
consideration of solutions like these, | sense this level of expenditure is really what all the faux outrage is
designed and manufactured to avoid. In the grand scheme of things, an apology and ongoing awareness
education is minimal compared to that. | understand the desire to mitigate risk, but pursuing that to the
neglect of what's right seems like a recipe for a public relations disaster of national media proportions.
Your own City Attorney has said that the fact of an apology does not in itself, give rise to a liability
expo