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Reviews of Site Hazards

Two Main Responsible Parties
Honeywell – Groundwater VOC Plume
Chevron – Former Oil Reservoirs / Oily Soil

Technical Evaluations of Hazards
Murex - EIR & Supporting Technical Reports
Ninyo & Moore – City’s Independent Consultant –
reviewed Murex technical reports & EIR, concurred
Los Angeles RWQCB – Reviewed EIR, worked closely 
with City staff, commented on & concurred with EIR



Independent Study by Murex

Historical Reports Reviewed by Murex Environmental
Hundreds of technical reports have been produced by 
professional geologists, engineers, and scientists 
between 1976 - 2012

Site Characterization Documents, Soil & Soil Gas Reports
Methane Inspection/Monitoring Documents
Drill Boring Logs, Lab Reports
Groundwater Monitoring Reports

New Testing Performed by Murex
Independent testing confirms historical conclusions 
regarding safety of MVSC



Site Vicinity Map



Honeywell Groundwater Plume

Former Industrial Operations – Releases Impacted 
Groundwater

Chlorinated Hydrocarbon Plume Extends Beneath 
MVSC (at a depth of 100 feet)

Los Angeles RWQCB Overseeing Cleanup; 
Honeywell is being responsive to RWQCB directives.



Map Showing Honeywell TCE Plume

Source: AMEC, 2013



Chevron Use – Oil Storage Reservoirs

Site Used to Store Crude Oil in Basins
No Refined Products 

Chevron Site Use Ended 1976
Crude Oil, Piping, Reservoir Roofs Removed
Concrete Basins Perforated; Left in Place

Oil Reservoir Site Redeveloped 1976-1985
Oil-Stained Soil Mixed with Clean Soil – Buried On Site
Mixed Soil Buried below 4 to 5 ft Clean Soil Cap



Historic Aerial Photo



Locations of Former Reservoirs



Soil Sampling Locations



Locations of Oily Soil & SVE Wells



The Impacted Soil is Safe to Leave 
Alone
• Natural crude oil – NOT gasoline, benzene, MTBE, etc

• EPA (RWQCB) is aware of the Site condition and has 
not ordered Chevron to conduct cleanup

• Slowly degrading naturally and safely

• Sub-slab venting in place; Planned for future buildings

• Methane survey in 2011 – PASSED



Methane Monitoring Locations
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Recommendation - Structures Should be 
Built Above-Ground



Project Impacts - Community

• Potential exposure to 
odorous nuisance dust

• Release methane 
(greenhouse gas)

• Increase carbon footprint 
of project                        
(haul trucks, landfill, etc.)

• Increase traffic of large, 
loud, obtrusive vehicles



Project Impacts (cont.)

• Project Cost Impacts – $9MM - $14MM

• Structural Impacts – Soil will not drain, causing 
higher pressures against retaining walls

• Environmental Impacts – Greenhouse gas 
emissions equivalent to 100,000 trees lost



Conclusion

• The soil issues in the Project Area:
• Are extensively documented

• Are known to the California EPA 

• Represent no threat to the public if left undisturbed

• Owner is proposing to avoid extensive 
underground construction on the advice of their 
experts.


