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Angela Soo

Subject: FW: opposition to Manhattan Beach mall expansion

From: eduffy [mailto:eduffy@ht399.org]  
Sent: Tuesday, September 03, 2013 9:12 AM 
To: List - City Council; City Manager 
Subject: Re: opposition to Manhattan Beach mall expansion 
 

Dear City Council, 
  
I wanted to be there tonight to express my concerns but have a meeting downtown and probably wont make 
it so below is a letter I have written in opposition and some of my concerns. I have testified at 2 or 3 hearings 
planning commission hearings during that process. The suggestions we made about compressing the parking 
structures towards the north end of the lot as well as utilizing the culvert between Frys and the rest of the 
mall to build out for parking have been met with tremendous resistance. I think the other concerns besides 
the ones mentioned below that came up during the planning phase was the fact that Macy's isn't going to 
commit long term until phase 2 starts  and that just seems like a recipe for disaster. 
  

Re the Manhattan Village expansion,  

   

As a resident of Oak Avenue I have to voice my concern of the proposed expansion. I realize many  others have 
expressed grave concerns about the size and scope of this planned expansion to the planning commission and what 
this means to our neighborhood for the next proposed 10 years of construction and beyond which I will again state 
below. 

TRAFFIC How can this Mall expansion not INCREASE/ force the TRAFFIC, as it already does onto Oak to avoid 
Sepulveda  and not expect it to be even more when this expansion happens. We have buses, cabs commuters all 
using Oak to avoid Sepulveda right now and it can only get worse.  

INCREASE NOISE AND LIGHT POLUTION for our entire street because of these proposed parking structures.  

the attraction of the Mall will INCREASE CRIME in these parking lots and already spills over to our streets as it is. 
We’ve had many hit and grab thefts from vehicles in the neighborhood over the last couple of years and attribute it 
to heightened security at the mall at night…why not go into the neighborhood?  

MY BIGGEST CONCERN…PARKING…since new businesses/medical offices have been built on Sepulveda their 
employees all park in our neighborhood. It is so bad around our corner of 30th and Oak during the week if an 
ambulance or fire truck would have to pass through there it would be impossible. Trash collectors can’t maneuver 
down our street on trash day. I’ve asked the City don’t the businesses have to supply parking to their employees? I 
have never gotten a reply back!!!  Are the new mall employees going to be held accountable when it’s easier to park 
in the neighborhood then their designated area and be shuttled??? We will be an attractive option and its just not 
right! 
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When the mall now is particularly busy especially around the holidays shoppers park all thru our neighborhood to 
avoid the crowds in the parking lots, let alone those that will avoid it all together when there are structures they 
don’t want to navigate….they will fill our streets and they are narrow and not designed to accommodate even the 
amount of outside all day parking we have had to endure even today.  

I realize that our say will not change the course of this expansion. It’s too lucrative for all involved but we need to 
address the issues above before this goes further. Our neighborhood needs some protections. Whether it be parking 
restrictions..increased security…etc., in order to insure and maintain the life style and community that is Manhattan 
Beach. We do not need another problem dealt with “after the fact” as the fiasco created around Sand Dune Park.  

Thank you for your time and consideration,  

   

Ed and Kathy Duffy  

3001 Oak Avenue  

 

 

  


